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P rob lem  and Purpose 
In th e  e d u c a t io n a l  w o r ld  o f  th e  30s th e r e  i s  a renewed in t e r e s t  
in  m o ra l e d u c a tio n  a f t e r  n e a r ly  h a l f  a c e n tu r y  o f  n e g le c t .  H ow ever, 
s in c e  m ost m o ra l p h i lo s o p h e r s  r e je c t  th e  te a c h in g  o f  o b je c t iv e  m o ra l 
v a lu e s  in  fa v o r  o f  s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  C h r is t ia n  e d u c a to rs  nave f e l t  th e  need 
to  r e s ta te  th e  p r i n c ip le s  o f  c h a ra c te r  e d u c a t io n  to  h a rm o n ize  w i t h  
b i b l i c a l  t r u t h .  T h is  s tu d y  a n a ly z e s  th e  c o n c e p t o f  c h a ra c te r  in  th e  
A p oca lypse  a g a in s t  a b ackg round  o f  h u m a n is t ic  p h i lo s o p h y  o r i g in a t in g  in  
P la to  and A r i s t o t l e  , n o t in g  in  each sys te m  th e  c o n c e p ts  r e g a r c in g  th e  
norm o f  c h a r a c te r ,  th e  n a tu re  o f  man. th e  n a tu re  o f  good and e v i l ,  and 
the  method o f  c h a r a c te r  d e v e lo p m e n t.
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F in d in g s
The b i b l i c a l  v ie w  o f  c h a ra c te r  d i f f e r s  from  th a t  o f  th e  p h i lo s ­
ophe rs  in  th a t  th e  c o n c e p ts  o f  man and v a lu e s  a re  t i e d  to  th e  c h a ra c te r  
o f  Tod. T hus, in  th e  A p o ca lyp se  man is  seen as c re a te d  in  th e  image o f  
Tod to  r e f l e c t  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  God, w h ich  is  th e  norm from  w h ich  a re  
d e r iv e d  th e  c o n c e p ts  o f  good and e v i l .  E v i l  c h a r a c te r  i s  h o s t i l i t y  to  
God; r ig h te o u s  c h a r a c te r  means e x a l t in g  God and b e in g  lo y a l  to  Him to  
d e a th . C h a ra c te r  i s  d eve lo pe d  th ro u g h  p a r t i c ip a t i o n  in  C h r i s t 's  le g a l  
v i c t o r y  o v e r s in  a t  th e  c r o s s ,  fo l lo w e d  by e x p e r ie n t i a l  v i c t o r y  th ro u g h  
u n io n  w i th  C h r i s t .  C h a ra c te r  in  th e  l a s t  days w i l l  be te s te d  o ve r th e  
is s u e  o f  w o rs h ip ,  w he th e r to  a p s e u d o -C h r is t ia n  power o r to  God. Judg­
ment is  C h r i s t o c e n t r i c , d e p e n d in g  upon o n e 's  t r e a tm e n t  o f  th e  Lamb.
S in ce  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  by c o n t r a s t ,  la c k e d  th e  " s o la r "  co n c e p t 
o f  a p e rs o n a l God, th e y  d ro v e  th e  " s a t e l l i t e "  c o n c e p ts  o f  man and 
v a lu e s  from  t h e i r  co u rse s  in t o  d a rk n e s s . C e n tu r ie s  o f  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  
d ia l e c t i c  have d e p r iv e d  man o f  " s o u l , "  "e s s e n c e ,"  e t e r n i t y ,  fre e d o m , 
and even m in d , so th a t  e d u c a t io n a l g o a ls  have been reduced  to  p ro b le m ­
s o lv in g ,  s o c ia l  a d ju s tm e n t,  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n ,  and m o ra l au tonom y. 
Tnese l im i t e d  g o a ls  may be re s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  academ ic and m ora l 
a r is e s  fa c in g  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  in  A m erica  to d a y .
C o n c lu s io n s
T h is  re s e a rc h  c o n c lu d e s  th a t  i t  is  o n ly  in  th e  fram e w o rk  o f  th e  
God-man r e la t io n s h ip  th a t  man can f in d  h i3  o r i g in  and d e s t in y ,  m a lady  
and ’•em edy, m eaning  and v a lu e s ,  and a c h a r a c te r  t h a t  r e f l e c t s  th e  
a h a ra c te r  o f  God.
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To a y  c o m m it te e — John  Y o u n g b e rg , W i l l i a m  J o h n s s o n , G e orge  
A k e rs , and Hans L a R o n d e lle — w ho , w h i le  p lo w in g  th ro u g h  reams o f  co p y , 
s te e re d  me o f f  th e  d e to u rs  back o n to  th e  t r a c k ;  a lo n g  w i th  Thomas 
3 1 in c o e , Kenneth  S t ra n d , and Edward H e p p e n s ta l l , who w i th  my co m m itte e  
p ro v id e d  in s p i r a t i o n  th ro u g h  t h e i r  s c h o la r s h ip  and s p i r i t u a l i t y
To my e d i t o r , C h e ry l J e t t e r  , who removed enough commas and 
g ra m m a tic a l ro a d b lo c k s  to  in c re a s e  re a d in g  speed b y  20%
To th e  o p e ra to rs  o f  t h a t  g re a t  i n v e n t io n , th e  word p ro c e s s o r—  
G lo r ia  B ecker and D o ro th y  C o le — who w i th  u n f a i l i n g  h e lp fu ln e s s  and t r u e  
s e c o n d -m ile  s p i r i t  met e v e ry  d e a d l in e ,  no m a tte r  how d i f f i c u l t
To my d e a r  h u sb a n d  who n e v e r  had th e  c o n v e n ie n c e  o f  a 
3 e c r e ta r y - w i f e — b u t o n ly  a r i v a l  fo r  th e  t y p e w r i t e r  in s te a d — y e t ’who 
e n co u ra g e d , p ro d d e d , o r t r a n q u i l i z e d  me as needed , a lw a y s  g iv in g  s tro n g  
m a s c u lin e  s u p p o r t
L a s t and most , to  the  L o rd  v*io o f te n  d rew  n e a r as I  s t r u g g le d  
w ith  H is  W ord, r e v e a l in g  in s ig h t s  t h a t  I  found p r e c io u s ;  who re p e a te d ly  
a ssu red  me t h a t  He w ould see me th ro u g h — and d id !
Reproduced with permission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout permission.
CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
In  th e  e d u c a t io n a l w o r ld  o f  th e  30s th e re  is  a renew ed in t e r e s t  
in  m o ra l e d u c a tio n  a f t e r  s e v e r a l decades o f  n e g le c t .
M o ra l e d u c a tio n  in  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  was l a r g e ly  d is c o n t in u e d  from  
'9U 0 to  I9 60  because c o n v e n t io n a l ,  d id a c t i c ,  e t h i c a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  was 
th o u g h t to  have l i t t l e  e f f e c t  upon m o ra l b e h a v io r . S u p p o r t in g  t h is  
v ie w  was F re u d 's  th e o ry  t h a t  a c h i l d ' s  m o ra l and p e rs o n a l v a lu e s  were 
a c q u ire d  by th e  age o f  f i v e ,  a f t e r  w h ich  few  fu n d a m e n ta l changes c o u ld  
be e x p e c te d  in  th e  c h i l d 's  b a s ic  p e r s o n a l i t y .  Such a v ie w  fo s te re d  th e  
b e l i e f  t h a t  c h a ra c te r  e d u c a t io n  d u r in g  the  s c h o o l y e a rs  w ou ld  e x e r t  
l i t t l e  in f lu e n c e .
Tne re s e a rc h  o f  H a r ts h o rn e  and May a ls o  d is c o u ra g e d  e f f o r t s  to  
te a c h  m o r a l i t y  in  th e  s c h o o l.  E x p e r im e n ta l te s ts  o f  h o n e s ty  ( re g a rd in g  
c h e a t in g ,  l y i n g ,  and s t e a l in g )  re v e a le d  th a t  s tu d e n t s ' v e rb a l m ora l 
v a lu e s  a b o u t h o n e s ty  had l i t t l e  c o r r e la t io n  w ith  how th e y  a c te d ,  and 
th a t  c h e a t in g  was d is t r i b u t e d  in  a b e l l - c u r v e  a round  a le v e l  o f  mod­
e ra te  c h e a t in g . ^  They c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  " c h a r a c t e r - b u i ld in g ' ’  a g e n c ie s , 
such as c h u r c h . s c h o o l,  and S c o u ts ,  were n o t n e a r ly  as e f f e c t i v e  as had
N ic h o la s  J . A n a s ta s io w , C o n t r ib u t in g  C o n s u lta n t (and  o th e r s ) .  
E d u c a t io n a l P s y c h o lo g y : A C o n te m p o ra ry  7 ie w  (D e l Mar C a l i f . :  CRM Books. 
• 9 7 3 ) .  ? .  *25.
“ I b i d . ,  p . ' 2 6 .  See a ls o  Hugh H a r ts h o rn e  and Mark A. May, 
S tu d ie s  in  D e c e it  (New 'f o r k :  M a c m illa n ,  )9 2 8 ) , p p . 386 , UQ7-41U.
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oeen supposed . Most e d u c a to rs  and p s y c h o lo g is ts  re a c te d  to  th e s e  f i n d -  
in g s  by t u r n in g  away from  t h i s  com p lex a rea  o f  human b e h a v io r .
The p l u r a l i s t i c  n a tu re  o f  A m erican  s o c ie ty  a ls o  made i t  d i f ­
f i c u l t  to  te a c h  any p a r t i c u la r  s e t o f  v a lu e s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  a f t e r  th e  
Supreme C o u rt r u le d  in  ^962 a g a in s t  p ra y e r  in  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o ls .  To
a vo id  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  s c h o o ls  began to  s ta n d  fo r  n o th in g ,  w h ile  te a c h e rs
2
tu rn e d  to  " te a c h in g  th e  f a c t s "  r a th e r  th a n  v a lu e s .
D u r in g  t h i s  same p e r io d  em phas is  was on " l i f e  a d ju s tm e n t"  to  
th e  d e t r im e n t  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and m o ra l c o n c e rn s . T h is  a p p ro a ch  m a in ­
ta in e d  n e u t r a l i t y  on e t h ic a l  is s u e s ,  s t r e s s in g  in s te a d  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t 
o f  th e  s tu d e n t  as a w e l l - a d ju s te d  member o f  s o c ie t y . ^  W h ile  th e  S p u t­
n ik  c r i s i s  in  1957  p rovoked  a r e tu r n  to  i n t e l l e c t u a l  g o a ls ,  th e  s t r e s s
was on te c h n o lo g y  and s k i l l s  r a th e r  th a n  th e  h u m a n it ie s  and c h a ra c te r
a
d e v e lo p m e n t.
Bu t g ra v e  p ro b le m s  in  A m erican  s o c ie ty  caused a re n e w a l o f
in t e r e s t  in  m o ra l e d u c a t io n .  The c h a o t ic  c o n d it io n s  o f  th e  6 0s , w ith
ra ce  r i o t s ,  a n t i - w a r  d e m o n s tra t io n s ,  h o s t i l i t y  to  th e  " e s ta b l is h m e n t , "  
and th e  b reakdow n  o f  m o r a l i t y  in  g o v e rn m e n t, p o in te d  to  a m is s in g  fa c ­
to r  in  A m e rican  e d u c a t io n .  A t th e  same t im e  com p lex m o ra l is s u e s  neve r 
b e fo r e  fa c e d  in  human s o c ie t y  w e re  in t r o d u c e d  b y  s o p h is t i c a t e d
R o b e r t F. Peck w ith  R o b e rt J . H a v ig h u rs t ,  The P s y c h o lo g y  o f  
C h a ra c te r  D e ve lo p m e n t (New 'fo rk :  John W ile y  4 Sons, I9 6 0 ) ,  p . v i .
“ L o u is  S. P a th s , M e r r i l l  Harm i n , and S id ne y  3. S im on , V a lues
and T e a c h in g  (C o lum bus , O h io : C h a r le s  S. M e r r i l l  Pub. C o .. ‘ 9 6 6 ) ,
p. 20.
“ A n a s ta s io w , E d u c a t io n a l P s y c h o lo g y , p . *25-
C. M. Beck, 3. 5. C r i t t e n d e n ,  and E. V. S u l l i v a n ,  e d s . , M o ra l 
E d u c a t io n : I n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  A p p ro a ch e s  (New Y o rk : Newman P re s s , ‘ 9 7 1 ) ,  
p . 5.
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te c .n n o io g y , r a is in g  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t such id e a s  as " th e  r i g h t  to  l i f e
" th e  r i g h t  to  i i e a c c e s s  o f  m in o rs  to  c o n t r a c e p t iv e s ,  and th e  m o ra l­
i t y  o f  g e n e t ic  e n g in e e r in g .  B e g in n in g  in  th e  60s a new wave o f  i n t e r ­
e s t in  m o ra l e d u c a t io n  sw ep t th e  c o u n t r y .
Yet th e  p re s e n t c h a r a c te r -e d u c a t io n  movement is  u n c e r ta in  o f  
i t s  th e o ry  and u n su re  o f  i t s  d i r e c t i o n .  Anyone who s tu d ie s  th e  m o ra l 
p h i lo s o p h e rs  fo r  g u id a n c e  d is c o v e r s  t h a t  th e y  d is a g re e  p ro fo u n d ly  among 
th e m s e lv e s .
A b e h a v io r is t  l i k e  3. F. S k in n e r b e l ie v e s  th a t  m o ra l le a r n in g
can be ta u g h t  by p ro p e r s c h e d u le s  o f  r e in fo r c e m e n t .  He e n v is a g e s  a
2
s o c ie ty  in  ’> * iich  an e l i t e  g ro up  c o n t r o ls  th e  b e h a v io r  o f  th e  m a s s e s .“  
3 e h a v io r is t  A. Bandura b e l ie v e s  t h a t  im i t a t i v e  le a r n in g  th ro u g h  e xp o ­
s u re  to  a p p ro p r ia te  s o c ia l  m ode ls  is  one o f  th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  -ways in  
w h ich  a c h i ld  i s  s o c ia l iz e d  to  m o ra l v a lu e s . ^  A F re u d ia n  speaks o f  th e  
im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  b a la n c e  o f  p a r e n ta l  lo v e  w ith  f irm n e s s  to  p rom o te  
supe rego  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  B u t c o g n i t i v i s t  Law rence X o h lb e rg  d is p a ra g e s
F re u d ia n  and b e h a v io r is t  v ie w s  th a t  v i r t u e  can be ta u g h t .  He p ro fe s s e s
a
n o t to  know w hat v i r t u e  i s .  H is  app roach  i s  to  te a c h  m o ra l re a s o n in g  
b y  d ra w in g  o u t o f  th e  d e v e lo p in g  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  th e  m ind , in  S o c r a t ic  
fa s h io n ,  th e  in n a te  c a p a c i t ie s  in h e r e n t  in  i t .  He b e l ie v e s  t h a t  r i g h t
W i l l ia m  F ra n k e n a , "Tow ard  a P h ilo s o p h y  o f  M o ra l E d u c a t io n , "  in  
M o ra l E d u c a t io n . B a r ry  I .  Chazan and Jonas F. S o l t i s ,  e d s . (Hew Y o rk : 
T ea che rs  C o lle g e  P re s s , C o lum b ia  U n iv e r s i t y ,  '9 7 3 ) .  p .  ' 5 2 .
d3.  F. S k in n e r ,  3eyond Freedom  and D ig n i t y  (Hew Y o rk : A l f r e d  A. 
K n o p f. 1 9 7 1 ). p p . 1«5-183-
'A n a s ta s ia w . E d u c a t io n a l P s y c h o lo g y , p . I3*t.
l
"Law rence  K o h lb e rg , "M o ra l D eve lopm ent and th e  E d u c a tio n  o f  
A d o le s c e n ts , "  in  A d o le s c e n ts :  H ea d in gs  in  B e h a v io r  and D e v e lo p m e n t. 
E l l i s  D. E vans, e d . (H in s d a le ,  1 1 1 .:  I ry d e n  P re s s , * 9 7 0 ) ,  p . 178.
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re a s o n in g  le a d s  to  r ig h t  a c t io n  . He w ould  agree  w ith  P la to  th a t  to
u n d e rs ta n d  ju s t ic e  is  to  p r a c t ic e  i t .
A s i g n i f i c a n t  t re n d  in  m o ra l e d u c a tio n  to d a y  i s  to  r e j e c t ,  w ith
X o h lb e rg , th e  c o n v e n t io n a l a s s u m p tio n  t h a t  m o r a l i t y  i s  a s p e c i f i c  s e t
2
o f  v a lu e s  and b e h a v io rs  to  be t r a n s m it t e d  to  th e  y o u n g . in d o c t r in a ­
t i o n  o f  p re d e te rm in e d  v a lu e s ,  te a c h in g  a "bag o f  v i r t u e s " — in c lu d in g  
c u l t u r a l  o r  r e l ig io u s  dogma as u n q u e s tio n e d  w isdom , im p o s in g  r u le s  and 
r e g u la t io n s ,  and h o ld in g  up " g r e a t "  p e o p le  as m o d e ls— a re  a l l  t r a d i ­
t i o n a l  app roaches  w h ich  smack o f  a u t h o r i t a r ia n is m . ^  The o b je c t iv e ,  
r a t h e r ,  is  to  te ach  a c h i ld  to  make h is  own m o ra l ju d g m e n ts , to  d i s ­
c o v e r  h is  own v a lu e s ,  to  d e te rm in e  w hat -works b e s t f o r  h im . The g o a l
o f  m o ra l e d u c a tio n  is  n o t au tonom y per s e , b u t autonom y w i t h in  th e
4
c o n te x t  o f  d is c ip l in e d  m o ra l t h i n k i n g .
W h ile  c u r r e n t  m o ra l p h i lo s o p h y  assumes t h a t  th e re  a re  m ora l 
p r i n c ip le s  w h ich  can g o v e rn  s p e c i f i c  s i t u a t i o n s ,  th e re  i s  no u n a n im ity  
as to  the  n a tu re  o f  any p a r t i c u l a r  m o ra l p r i n c i p l e . ' '  T he re  i3  more 
ag reem en t on th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  m o ra l p r in c ip le s  to  m o ra l l i f e  th an  on 
t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  form  and n a tu r e .  G e n e ra l ly ,  m o ra l p r i n c ip le s  a re  r e c ­
o g n iz e d  as v a l i d ,  no t on th e  b a s is  o f  t h e i r  d iv in e  o r i g i n  b u t in  t h e i r  
r a t i o n a l i t y  and human v a lu e .  They may be re c o g n iz e d  as b in d in g  in  one 
s o c ie t y  b u t n o t in  a n o th e r :  th u s  th e y  a re  c u l t u r a l l y  r e l a t i v e .  >  th e y
Idem , "The C h ild  as a M o ra l P h i lo s o p h e r , "  P s y c h o lo g y  Today 
'S e p te m b e r 1 9 6 3 ):3 0 .
2
Chazan and S o l t i s ,  M o ra l E d u c a t io n , p .  3.
'X o h lb e rg ,  "M o ra l D e v e lo p m e n t,"  p . '7 9 . See a ls o  Paths e t  a l . ,  
V a lu e s  and T e a c h in g , p p . 3 9 -J 1•
^Chazan 3nd S o l t i s .  M o ra l E d u c a t io n , p p . * t3 —> d11- 
' I b i d  . ,  p . *0 .
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•nay oe re g a rd e d  as p r e s c r ip t i v e  s ta te m e n ts  to  a c t as a g u id e  in  m o ra l 
s i t u a t io n s ,  b u t  s a v in g  no b in d in g  fo rc e  u n t i l  th e  a g e n t d e c id e s  to  make 
i t  b in d in g  upon h im s e l f .  A m o ra l a g e n t th u s  c re a te s  h is  own m o ra l 
p r i n c i p l e s .
How can m o r a l i t y  be ta u g h t v*ien th e re  is  no ag reem ent on th e  
m o ra l p r in c ip le s  to  be ta u g h t?  One s o lu t io n  i s  to  a v o id  o b j e c t i v i t y  by 
te a c h in g  each in d iv id u a l  to  d is c o v e r  h is  s u b je c t iv e  m o ra l v a lu e s .
M ora l e d u c a to rs  a re  c u r r e n t l y  s e e k in g  "a  c o n te n t - f r e e  m e th o d o lo g y  o f
2
m o ra ls " ;  t h a t  i s ,  th e y  te a c h  m ethod (how to  rea son  on m o ra l is s u e s ,  
now to  d is c o v e r  o n e 's  p e rs o n a l v a lu e s )  r a th e r  th an  c o n te n t  ( o b je c t iv e  
m o ra l s ta n d a rd s )  .
C h r is t ia n  e d u c a tio n  has a lw a y s  been co nce rn ed  w ith  c h a r a c te r  
d e ve lo p m e n t. H ow ever, th e re  a re  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  betw een se cu ­
la r  and r e l i g i o u s  a pp roaches th a t  need to  be i d e n t i f i e d . The assump­
t io n s  upon w h ic h  s e c u la r  m o ra l p h i lo s o p h ie s  a re  b u i l t  a re  in c o m p a t ib le  
w ith  a s s u m p tio n s  based upon re v e a le d  r e l i g i o n .  Some o f  th e s e  a re :
’ . The m a n -c e n te re d  a p p ro a ch  o f  d e r iv in g  v a lu e s  and m o ra l
p r in c ip le s  fhom th e  n a tu re  o f  man r a th e r  than  th e  G o d -c e n te re d  a pp ro ach  
o f  d e r iv in g  b o th  th e  n a tu re  o f  man and m o r a l i t y  fro m  God.
2 . The s u b je c t iv e  n a tu re  o f  m o r a l i t y  (m o ra l r e l a t i v i t y )  as
opposed to  o b je c t iv e ,  a b s o lu te  m o ra l s ta n d a rd s .
2. The h u m a n is t ic  v ie w p o in t  o f  m an 's  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  w h ich
r u le s  o u t  th e  s u p e rn a tu ra l  as th e  a g e n t o f  c h a ra c te r  c h a n g e . (The g o a l
lb  id  .
- 3 e c k . e t  a l . .  M o ra l E d u c a t io n :  I n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  A p p ro a c h e s .
p.  : 3 -
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o f autonom ous man s ta n d s  in  r a d ic a l  c o n t r a d ic t io n  to  th e  C h r is t ia n  g o a l 
o f  t o t a l  dependence upon Cod.)
•i. The em phasis  on m ethod , r a th e r  th a n  c o n te n t ,  in  m o ra l edu­
c a t io n .  'C h r i s t i a n  e d u c a tio n  has a body o f  c o n te n t ,  th e  Word o f  God, 
to  im p a r t . )
5. The g o a l o f  e d u c a tio n  as a h e a lt h y  a d ju s tm e n t to  o n e 's  
e n v iro n m e n t.  ( In  th e  b i b l i c a l  v ie w , th e  C h r is t ia n  m ust o r ie n t  h is  l i f e  
to w a rd  th e  k ingdom  o f  God and the  com ing o f  C h r i s t . )
C h r is t ia n  e d u c a t io n  has d im e n s io n s  n o t c o n c e iv e d  o f  in  s e c u la r  
e d u c a t io n .  I t s  g o a l f o r  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  n o t  m e r e ly  s e l f -  
a c t u a l iz a t io n  o r  w e l l - a d ju s te d  p e r s o n a l i t y  b u t  l ik e n e s s  to  God. I t s  
pu rpose  is  n o th in g  le s s  th a n  th e  r e s t o r a t io n  o f  th e  image o f  God in
man. "B e lo v e d , we a re  G od 's  c h i ld r e n  now ; . . .  we know th a t  when he
app ea rs  we s h a l l  be l i k e  h im , fo r  we s h a l l  see him  as he i s "
(1 Jn 3 :2 ) .  '
S ta te m e n t o f  th e  P ro b le m
In  v ie w  o f  th e  c u r r e n t  r e v i v a l  o f  i n t e r e s t  in  c h a ra c te r  educa­
t io n  and th e  i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  o f  s e c u la r  t h e o r ie s  w ith  b i b l i c a l  p r i n ­
c ip le s  and p r e s u p p o s i t io n s ,  th e re  i s  need to  fo rm u la te  a C h r is t ia n  
th e o ry  o f  c h a r a c te r  d e v e lo p m e n t.
In  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  t h i s  n e e d , th e  C e n te r fo r  S tu d ie s  and S e r­
v ic e s  in  E d u c a tio n  a t Andrews U n iv e r s i t y  has i n i t i a t e d  th e  " P r o je c t  f o r  
S tu d ie s  in  C h a ra c te r  D eve lopm en t" fo r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  d o in g  t h e o r e t i c a l  
re s e a rc h  and d e v e lo p in g  c u r r i c u l a r  m a t e r ia ls  on c h a ra c te r  d e ve lo p m e n t . 
A m a jo r o b je c t iv e  is  to  fo rm u la te  a th e o r y  o f  c h a ra c te r  d e ve lo p m e n t
'The R evised S tan da rd  V e rs io n  o f  th e  3 ib le  is  used in  t h i s  
d is s e r t a t io n  u n le s s  o th e rw is e  in d ic a t e d .
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cased cn the  te a c h in g s  o f  th e  3 i b l e , th e  w r i t in g s  o f  E. G. W h ite  , and 
s e le c te d  c o n c e p ts  o f  th e  b e h a v io r a l  s c ie n c e s .  For b i b l i c a l  in p u t ,  th e  
p la n  is  to  d iv id e  th e  B ib le  in t o  s e c t io n s  among v a r io u s  re s e a rc h e rs  fo r  
in te n s iv e  s tu d y  o f  w hat i t  te a c h e s  a b o u t c h a ra c te r  d e v e lo p m e n t .7
T h is  d is s e r t a t i o n ,  "T he  C oncept o f  C h a ra c te r  In  th e  A p o c a ly p s e : 
W ith  Im p l ic a t io n s  f o r  C h a ra c te r  E d u c a t io n , "  w i l l  feed  in t o  th e  " P r o je c t  
fo r  S tu d ie s  in  C h a ra c te r  D e ve lo p m e n t" as a p a r t  o f  th e  b i b l i c a l  in p u t .
P u rpose  o f  th e  S tu d y
The pu rpose  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  was to  a n a ly z e  th e  te a c h in g  o f  th e  
book o f  R e v e la t io n  r e g a r d in g  c h a ra c te r  in  o rd e r  to  c o n t r ib u t e  to  a 
C h r is t ia n  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  m o ra l e d u c a t io n  a g a in s t  a b a ckg ro u n d  o f  secu­
la r  system s o f  th o u g h t .
I t  i s  a p p r o p r ia te  to  s e le c t  th e  A p oca lypse  fo r  t h i s  re s e a rc h
fo r  th e  fo l lo w in g  re a s o n s :
As a p a r t  o f  S c r ip t u r e ,  i t  is  one o f  th e  docum ents from  
w h ich  C h r is t ia n  m o ra l p h i lo s o p h y  i s  d e r iv e d .
2. There i s  a w id e s p re a d  fa s c in a t io n  w ith  th e  book o f  R eve la ­
t io n  because o f  i t s  a p o c a ly p t ic  v ie w  o f  th e  end o f  th e  w o r ld  and th e  
im m inence o f  th e  p a r o u s ia .
3. R e v e la t io n  is  c r i s i s - o r i e n t e d .  I t  d e s c r ib e s  th e  c o n f l i c t s ,
s t r u g g le s ,  and c a ta c ly s m s  t h a t  ro c k  s o c ie ty  in  th e  age p re c e d in g  th e
p a r o u s ia . I t s  p ro p h e c ie s  in d ic a t e  t h a t  th e  ta s k  o f  C h r is t ia n  e d u c a tio n  
is  to  p re p a re  a p e o p le  f o r  l i f e ,  n o t in  a w e l l - o r d e r e d ,  e v e r - im p r o v in g ,  
u to p ia n  s o c ie t y ,  b u t in  a c h a o t ic ,  d is o rd e re d  s o c ie ty  so h o s t i l e  to
John 3. fo u n g b e rg , "The F o rm u la t io n  and P r e l im in a r y  A p p lic a ­
t io n  o f  a Theory o f  C h a ra c te r  D e v e lo p m e n t,"  C en te r f o r  S tu d ie s  and 
S e rv ic e s  in  E d u c a t io n ,  -V o je c t  fo r  S tu d ie s  in  C h a ra c te r  D e ve lo p m e n t, 
Andrews U n iv e r s i t y ,  197u, p p . ’ - 2 .
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d iv in e  r u le  th a t  i t  f i n a l l y  e ru p ts  in to  th e  w o r Id -w id e  b a t t le  o f  Arma­
geddon (Rev 1 6 :1 4 -1 6 ; 1 ? :1 9 ) -
C h r is t ia n  e d u c a to rs  s h o u ld  have a c le a r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  the  
k in d  o f  c h a ra c te r  needed to  fa c e  e a r th 's  f i n a l  c r i s i s .  The book o f
R e v e la t io n  d e s c r ib e s  su ch  a c r i s i s  and such a c h a r a c te r .  I t  was the
pu rpo se  o f  t h is  s tu d y  to  d e l in e a te  in  a s y s te m a t ic  way th e  n a tu re  o f
t h a t  c h a ra c te r  and th e  way in  w h ich  i t  is  d e v e lo p e d  . The s tu d y  a ls o  
p re s e n ts  im p l ic a t io n s  from  th e  A p oca lypse  f o r  c h a r a c te r  e d u c a tio n  
to d a y .
Q u e s t io n s  Answ ered
T h is  re s e a rc h  was co n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  f o l lo w in g  q u e s t io n s :
1. What is  th e  n a tu re  o f  man as p re s e n te d  in  th e  A poca lypse?  
Is  he b a s ic a l l y  good o r  e v i l  o r  n e u t r a l?  Is  he d e te rm in e d  o r fre e ?
2. What is  th e  norm o f  c h a ra c te r  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e ?  Is  i t
based upon m an 's in h e r e n t  n a tu re  o r upon a s o u rc e  e x te r n a l  to  man? How
is  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  God d e s c r ib e d ?
3. How a re  good and e v i l  c h a ra c te r  d e s c r ib e d  in  th e  Apoca­
ly p s e ?  How does each r e l a t e  to  s e l f ,  th e  w o r ld ,  and God?
4. How is  a r ig h t e o u s  c h a ra c te r  d e v e lo p e d ?  I s  i t  a d iv in e  or 
human e n te r p r is e ,  o r b o th ?  What a id s  has God p ro v id e d  fo r  c h a ra c te r  
d eve lo pm e n t?  What m o t iv a t io n s  a re  app ea le d  to  in  th e  d eve lo pm e n t o f  
c h a ra c te r?  A g a in s t w ha t o b s ta c le s  o r in  w hat c irc u m s ta n c e s  m ust c h a r ­
a c te r  be deve lo pe d ?
5 . What a re  th e  g o a ls  o f  c h a ra c te r  d e v e lo p m e n t?  Is  a b s o lu te
m o ra l p e r fe c t io n  s e t f o r t h  as th e  g oa l to  be re a c h e d  by a l l  C h r is t ia n s
or by a s e le c t  g roup o n ly  (s u c h  as th e  1 4 4 ,0 0 0 )?  I s  th e  com ing o f 
C h r i s t 's  kingdom  seen as c o n t in g e n t  upon c h a r a c te r  d e ve lo p m e n t in  th e
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s a in ts ?  Is  c h a r a c te r  deve lopm en t a p r e r e q u is i t e  fo r  s a lv a t io n ?  Does 
i t  th e n  become th e  means o f  s a lv a t io n ?
5 . How i s  c h a ra c te r  e v a lu a te d ?  3y what s ta n d a rd  is  i t  ju d g e d
as good o r e v i l ?  Who is  th e  ju d g e  and who ta k e  p a r t  in  th e  ju d g m e n t?
Is  c h a r a c te r  e v a lu a te d  on th e  b a s is  o f  deeds o r d is p o s i t io n ?  What 
re w a rd s  and p u n is h m e n ts  a cc ru e  from  good o r e v i l  c h a ra c te r?
7 . What was th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  m i l ie u  o f  th e  age in  w h ic h  John 
w ro te  h is  A p o c a ly p s e ?  How does th e  c o n c e p t o f  c h a ra c te r  in  th e  Apoca­
ly p s e  com pare w i th  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  p h i lo s o p h ie s  o f  th e  t im e  ( in  t h is  
s tu d y  l im i t e d  to  P la to n is m  and A r i s t o t e l ia n is m ) ?
3 . What im p l ic a t io n s  does th e  s tu d y  o f  c h a ra c te r  in  th e  Apoca­
ly p s e  have fo r  C h r is t ia n  e d u c a t io n  in  th e  80s? How m ig h t th e  id e a ls
p re s e n te d  th e r e in  be in t e r n a l iz e d  in  th e  l i v e s  o f  C h r is t ia n  y o u th ?
P r e s u p p o s it io n s
T h is  re s e a rc h  was based upon th e  f o l lo w in g  p r e s u p p o s i t io n s :
U T ha t th e  3 ib ie  is  th e  s e l f - r e v e la t i o n  o f  God; t h a t  as such 
i t  a nsw ers  th e  u l t im a t e  q u e s t io n s  o f  man re g a rd in g  h is  o r i g i n ,  p u rp o s e , 
and d e s t in y ;  t h a t  i t  p ro v id e s  th e  s o lu t io n  to  the  p ro b le m  o f  e v i l  in  
human c h a r a c te r  .
2. T ha t m o ra l law  is  ro o te d  in  th e  e te r n a l  n a tu re  o f  God; t h a t  
th e re  a re  a b s o lu te  m o ra l p r in c ip le s  b in d in g  upon a l l  m en; t h a t  th e se  
have been s p e c i f ie d  in  th e  tw o - fo ld  la w  o f  lo v e  (D t 6 :d - 5 ;  Lev 19- 18 ; 
c f .  Lk 1 0 :2 7 )  , th e  Ten Cotnnanaments (Ex 20 : 3- 17) ,  th e  Sermon on th e  
Mount (M t 5 - 7 ) ,  and o th e r  p o r t io n s  o f  S c r ip t u r e .
3. T ha t th e  book o f  P .e v e la t io n  is  th e  a u th e n t ic  and t r u s t ­
w o r th y  p ro d u c t io n  o f  one a u th o r .  (P re v io u s  a tte m p ts  a t  l i t e r a r y
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d is s e c t io n  nave no s u p p o r t from  th e  m a n u s c r ip t t r a d i t i o n . 1 A ls o  th e  
'’ c a r e f u l  c o m p o s it io n  and s t a r t l i n g  c o h e re n c e " as w e l l  as th e  "c o m p e l­
l i n g  t h e o lo g ic a l  c o n c e p t io n "  o f  th e  book show i t  to  be a u n i f ie d  w ork 
by a s in g le  a u th o r . ^ )
J . T ha t th e  book o f  R e v e la t io n  has s ig n i f ic a n c e  fo r  s o c ie ty  
to d a y .  H. H. Rowley b e l ie v e s  t h a t  a p o c a ly p t ic  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  r e le v a n t  
f o r  i t s  v ie w  th a t  Cod is  in  c o n t r o l  o f  h i s t o r y ,  th a t  h i s t o r y  has a 
g o a l , ^ th a t  th e  g o a l i s  th e  end o f  th e  w o r ld 4 and th e  com ing o f  
C h r i s t , '  t h a t  th e re  w i l l  be a g re a t  A s s iz e  a t  th e  end o f  h i s t o r y  when
men and n a t io n s  a re  a r ra ig n e d  a t  th e  b a r o f  God, 0 and t h a t  th e re  i s  a
7
hope o f  h e a v e n . I t  is  n o t n e c e s s a ry  to  concede 'w ith  R ow ley t h a t  th e
O
p ro p h e c ie s  o f  th e  A d ven t in  J o h n '3 A p o c a ly p s e  f a i l e d ,  th o u g h  u n d o u b t­
e d ly  t im e  has e x te n d e d  lo n g e r  th an  th e  R e v e la to r  e n v is io n e d .  A c c o rd in g  
to  th e  " d a y - f o r - a - y e a r "  p r i n c i p l e  o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  s c h o o l o f  i n t e r p r e ­
t a t i o n , 5 th e  p ro p h e c ie s  o f  R e v e la t io n  e x te n d  to  modern t im e s  'which
1 0c o n s t i t u t e  " th e  t im e  o f  th e  e n d . " 1 A ccep ted  in  t h i s  l i g h t ,  th e  mes­
sage o f  th e  A p o c a ly p s e , w ith  i t s  w a rn in g  o f  a g re a t e s c h a to lo g ic a l
'A n d r£  F e u i l l e t , The A p o c a ly p s e  (S ta te n  Is la n d ,  N .Y . : A lb a
H ouse. * 9 6 5 ) , p . 331-
E l i z a b e t h  S. F io r e n z a ,  " R e v e la t io n ,  3ook o f , "  I n t e r p r e t e r 1 s 
D ic t io n a r y  o f  th e  B ib le  ( N a s h v i l le :  A b ingdon  P re s s , *9 7 6 ), Supplem en­
t a r y  V o lum e, p .  7 '!1! ( h e r e a f te r  c i t e d  as ID B) .
"Ti. H. R ow ley , The R e le v a n c e  o f  A p o c a ly p t ic  (New Y o rk : H a rp e r I  
B ros  . ,  (946 ) ,  p . (52 .
J ^ 5.,
I b i d . ,  p . (56 . ' I b i d . ,  p . (48 . - a i d . ,  p . (74 .
I b i d . ^ Ib id  . , ? . 157.
'Desmond F o rd , "A p p e n d ix  F— The Y ear-D ay P r in c ip le , "  D a n ie l 
. N a s h v i l le :  S o u th e rn  Pub. A s s n .,  1 9 7 8 ), p p . 3 0 0 -3 0 5 .
! °Dan 8 :1 7 ,  19; 1 1 :3 5 . 40; ( 2 :1 .  4 ; Mt 2 4 :6 , (4 , 21 ; Rev 2 :2 6 ;
’ : (4 .
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t r i b u l a t i o n  w n ich  w i l l  t e s t  th e  m ora l f i b e r  o f  a l l  p e o p le ,  becomes
e x c e e d in g ly  r e le v a n t  f o r  th e  w o r ld  to d a y .
5. That th e  A p o c a ly p s e  is  an e t h ic a l  book and th u s  speaks to
th e  q u e s t io n  o f  c h a r a c te r  d e v e lo p m e n t, though  a p o c a ly p t ic  i s  s a id  to  be
1
more conce rned  w ith  e s c h a to lo g y  than  w ith  e t h i c s . '  I t  i s  g e n e r a l ly  
assumed th a t  p ro p h e t ic  l i t e r a t u r e  ( e . g . ,  I s a ia h ,  J e re m ia h , and Amos) i s  
e t h i c a l l y  a c t iv e  because i t  denounces th e  e v i l  o f  G o d 's  p e o p le  and 
demands r e fo r m a t io n ,  w hereas a p o c a ly p t ic  l i t e r a t u r e  ( e . g . ,  D a n ie l and 
R e v e la t io n )  i s  e t h i c a l l y  p a s s iv e  because i t  assumes t h a t  G od 's  p eo p le  
a re  r ig h te o u s  w h ile  th e  w o r ld  i s  so e v i l  th e re  i s  no hope fo r  i t  b u t to  
be d e s t r o y e d . As an a p o c a ly p t ic  book, th e  R e v e la t io n  s h o u ld  then  be 
e t h i c a l l y  p a s s iv e . C e r ta in  s c h o la rs  have p o in te d  o u t ,  h o w e v e r, th a t  in  
i t s  e t h ic a l  co nce rn  th e  book b ea rs  more re se m b la n ce  to  p ro p h e t ic  l i t ­
e ra tu r e  than  a p o c a ly p t ic .  I t  c o n ta in s  " d e n u n c ia t io n s  c?  e v i l  and 
e x h o r ta t io n s  to  pure  and n o b le  l i v i n g " ; ”  i t  does n o t assume th e
■j
r ig h te o u s n e s s  o f  G od 's  p e o p le  b u t e x h o r ts  them to  r e p e n t ; " '  th e  a w fu l
.1
ju d g m e n ts  on th e  ’w icked  w o r ld  a re  in te n d e d  to  b r in g  i t  to  re p e n ta n c e . 
The A poca lypse  th u s  has a g re a t  m o ra l p u r p o s e , ' m a k in g  i t  a s u i t a b le  
s o u rc e  fo r  a s tu d y  o f  c h a r a c te r  .
T h is  re s e a rc h  was f u r t h e r  based upon th e s e  h e rm e n e u t ic a l p r in ­
c ip le s  :
'M a r t in  R is t  , " A p o c a l y p t i c i s m . "  IDB 1 :1 6 1 ;  3 ee a ls o  Leon
M o r r is ,  A p o c a ly p t ic  (G rand  R a p id s : Zerdm ans, 1 9 7 2 ), p p . 5 8 -5 9 .
^D avid  H i l l ,  "P ro p h e c y  and P ro ph e ts  in  th e  R e v e la t io n  o f  3 t .
J o h n ,"  Mew T e s ta m e n t S tu d ie s  18 (1 9 7 2 ): «01 —U02.
'G eorge  t ld o n  L a d d , "The R e v e la t io n  and J e w is h  A p o c a ly p t ic , "  
The E v a n g e lic a l  Q u a r te r ly  29 ( 19 5 7 ) :9 9 - : 0 0 .
JI b i d . ' I b i d  .
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The h i s t o r i c a l  system  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  was assumed because 
i t  sees in  R e v e la t io n  an o u t l i n e  o f  th e  c o u rs e  o f  h is t o r y  fro m  J o h n 's  
la y  to  th e  e s c h a to n . P re te r is m , w h ic h  a p p l ie s  th e  p ro p h e c ie s  to  th e  
age in  w h ich  th e  a u th o r  w r o te , m ust a s s e r t  t h a t  th e  p a ro u s ia  f a i l e d  to  
o c c u r as p ro p h e s ie d ,  o r  th a t  i t  has o n ly  a s p i r i t u a l  f u l f i l l m e n t .  
F u tu r is m ,  on th e  o th e r  hand, p r o je c t s  th e  p ro p h e c ie s  in t o  a s h o r t  
p e r io d  a t th e  end o f  t im e ,  th u s  m ak ing  a v a s t  la c u n a  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  
age w i th  l i t t l e  s ig n i f ic a n c e  fo r  i t  in  th e  p ro p h e t ic  scheme. I t  th u s  
a p p e a rs  t h a t  th e  h i s t o r i c i s t  v ie w  is  t r u e s t  to  th e  n a tu re  o f  apoca ­
l y p t i c  l i t e r a t u r e  w h ich  p u rp o r ts  to  o u t l i n e  h is t o r y  in  a s t r a i g h t - l i n e
o
c o n tin u u m  fhom th e  t im e  o f  th e  a u th o r  u n t i l  th e  end o f  th e  a g e . -
2. The book o f  R e v e la t io n ,  in  common w i th  o th e r  New T e s ta m e n t
S c r ip t u r e ,  c o n s id e rs  th e  c h u rc h  to  be God' s p e o p le  r a th e r  th an  l i t e r a l
I s r a e l . - 5 H ence, th e  144 ,000  s e a le d  from  th e  tw e lv e  t r ib e s  o f  I s r a e l
r e f e r s  n o t to  l i t e r a l  I s r a e l  b u t to  th e  c h u r c h ,  o r  a s p e c ia l  p a r t  o f  
a
i t .
2. Persons may be t y p i c a l  , as Adam is  a typ e  o f  C h r is t  and
G. 3. C a ird  , A C om m entary on th e  R e v e la t io n  o f  S t .  John th e
D iv in e  (Jfew Y o rk : H a rp e r & Sow, 1 9 6 6 ), p .  19. I t  is  n o te w o r th y  t h a t
Jesus d id  n o t ta k e  a p r e t e r i s t i c  v ie w  o f  D a n ie l b u t c o n s id e re d  th e
" a b o m in a tio n  o f  d e s o la t io n "  as a d e s t r u c t iv e  power y e t in  th e  f u t u r e
(M t 2 4 :1 4 ) .  S im i la r l y  Paul and John th e  R e v e la to r  a p p lie d  D a n ie l 's
p ro p h e c ie s  to  th e  f u t u r e  (2 Th 2 :1 - 1 2 ;  Rev 1 3 ) .
^K e nn e th  A. S t ra n d , P e rs p e c t iv e s  in  th e  3ook o f  R e v e la t io n :
e s s a y s  on A p o c a ly p t ic  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  C W o rth in g to n , O h io : Ann A rb o r
P u b l is h e r s .  1 9 7 5 ). p p . 2 4 -2 8 .
'S ee  Mt 2 1 :4 3 ; l Pet 2 :9 ;  Som 2 :2 8 -2 9 ;  Gal 3 :2 8 -2 9 ; a ls o  F o rd , 
D a n ie l . p .  53.
JG eorge E ldon  L a d d . A Com m entary on th e  R e v e la t io n  o f  S t .  John  
'G ranc R a p id s : Eerdm ans. '9 7 2 ) ,  p p . 114—116.
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Abraham is  th e  fa th e r  and ty p e  o f  a l l  who b e l ie v e .  ' H ence , in  R e ve la ­
t io n  names such as Ba laam , J e z e b e l,  and I s r a e l  may have s y m b o lic  mean­
in g  su gg es te d  by t h e i r  c h a r a c te r s  as p o r t r a y e d  in  th e  Old T e s ta m e n t.
•». In th e  t r a n s i t i o n  from  O ld T es tam en t te rm in o lo g y  to  New 
T estam en t a p p l i c a t i o n , w o rd s  w i th  lo c a l  m eaning  may ta k e  on w o r ld -w id e  
s ig n i f i c a n c e .  Hence J e ru s a le m  and B a by lo n  a re  no lo n g e r  lo c a l  c i t i e s  
b u t sym bo ls  o f  th e  k ingdom  o f  God and th e  k ingdom  o f  S a ta n . The Apoca­
ly p s e  i s  co sm ic  r a th e r  th a n  n a t io n a l  in  s c o p e .^  S im i la r l y ,  much o f  th e  
p ro p h e t ic  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  fu tu r e  i s  in  th e  la n g u a g e  o f  p a s t , h i s ­
t o r i c a l  e v e n t3 . ^  Exodus la n gu ag e  fro m  th e  E g y p t ia n  and B a b y lo n ia n  
c a p t i v i t i e s  i s  f r e q u e n t ly  a p p l ie d  to  th e  c h u r c h . 4
5. The p ro p h e c ie s  o f  R e v e la t io n  a re  C h r is t - c e n te r e d  and have a 
m o ra l pu rpose  co n ce rn e d  w i th  th e  re d e m p t iv e  p la n  o f  God fo r  m a n k in d .^
R a t io n a le
The to p ic  "The C oncep t o f  C h a ra c te r  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e " was 
chosen because o f  th e  need fo r  a b i b l i c a l  o r ie n t a t io n  to  c h a r a c te r  
th e o ry  a t  a t im e  when s e c u la r  th e o r ie s  a re  commanding 'w idespread  a t t e n ­
t io n  .
The A p o ca lyp se  was s e le c te d  fo r  t h i s  re s e a rc h  because i t  i s  one
1
B e rn a rd  Ramm, P r o te s ta n t  B i b l i c a l  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :  A T e x tb o o k  
o f  H e rm e n e u tic s  (G rand R a p id s : Baker Book H ouse, 1 97 0 ), pp . 2 3 1 -2 3 2 .
^Desmond Ford , "T he  A b o m in a tio n  o f  D e s o la t io n  in  B ib l i c a l  
E s c h a to lo g y "  (F h .D . d is s e r t a t i o n .  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  M a n c h e s te r, '9 7 2 ) ,  
p .  308.
"Ramm, P r o te s ta n t  B i b l i c a l  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n , p . 247.
J 3ee Rev 1 2 :1 3 ; 1 5 :2 -3 ;  1 8 :2 . 3 fo r  e xa m p le s .
'Ramm, P r o te s ta n t  3 i b l i c a l  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  p p . 267 -2 68 .
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o f  -he docum ents from  ’w h ich  C h r is t ia n  m ora l p h ilo s o p h y  is  d e r iv e d  and
because o f  i t s  re le v a n c e  to  th e  c h u rc h  to d a y .
The s u b je c t  o f  c h a ra c te r  in  th e  A p oca lypse  was c o n s id e re d
a g a in s t  th e  background  o f  tw o th o u g h t  system s c o n te m p o ra ry  to  J o h n 's  
d a y : P la to n is m  and A r i s t o t e l i a n i s m . These two sys tem s were chosen  fo r
th e  f o l lo w in g  re a s o n s :
1. They were p a r t  o f  th e  m i l i e u  in  w h ich  John w ro te  th e  Reve-
l a t i o n .  Sane th e o lo g ia n s  see P la to n ic  in f lu e n c e s  on th e  New T e s ta m e n t
i t s e l f ,  th o u g h  Hebrew in f lu e n c e  is  more c e r t a i n . 1 I t  seems c le a r  t h a t
2
John and Paul r e fu te d  P la to n ic  c o n c e p ts  in  t h e i r  w r i t i n g s .
2. P la to  and A r i s t o t l e  r e p re s e n t  two b a s ic  p h i lo s o p h ie s —  
Id e a lis m  and R e a lism ; P la to  based h is  norm fo r  goodness upon tn e  Id e a s , 
and A r i s t o t l e  upon th e  n a tu re  o f  man h im s e l f . ^  These two p h i lo s o p h ie s  
have m olded W este rn  th o u g h t s y s te m s , b o th  s e c u la r  and r e l i g i o u s ,  
th ro u g h  th e  a g e s . Hence many o f  th e  b a s ic  is s u e s  d eb a te d  in  J o h n 's  day 
3 t i l l  have re le v a n c e  in  th e  t w e n t ie t h  c e n tu r y .
d e l im i t a t io n s
T h is  s tu d y  was l im i t e d  to  th e  s u b je c t  o f  c h a r a c te r  m  th e  
A p o c a ly p s e  and touches  upon o th e r  is s u e s — h i s t o r i c a l ,  p r o p h e t ic ,  o r
t h e o lo g ic a l— o n ly  as th e y  r e la t e  to  th e  s u b je c t  o f  c h a r a c te r .
O n ly  tw o o f  th e  G reek p h i lo s o p h ie s  were chosen fo r  a b ackg ro un d
G eorge I ld o n  Ladd . A T h e o lo g y  o f  th e  New T e s ta m e n t 'G rand
R a p id s : Eerdm ans, '9 7 * 0 ,  pp . 2 2 9 -2 3 6 , ^57 - 4 6 6 .
“ I b id  .
'S am uel Enoch S tu m p f, P h ilo s o p h y : H is t o r y  and P ro b lem s  'New
'fo r k :  M c G ra w -H il l,  ^9 7 1 ), 0 . '0 5 .
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to  th e  A p o c a ly p s e , h a v in g  been s e le c te d  because  o f  t h e i r  g re a t i n f l u ­
ence on s e c u la r  and r e l i g io u s  th o u g h t th ro u g h  th e  c e n tu r ie s .
D e f in i t io n  o f  Term s
The l a s t  book o f  th e  B ib le ,  a ls o  c a l le d  "The R e v e la t io n  
to  J o h n ,"  or " R e v e la t io n . "  I t  is  d e r iv e d  from  vhe 
G reek a p o k a ly p s is , m ean ing  " r e v e la t io n ,  d i s c l o s u r e . " 1
Used in  t h is  paper w ith  a c a p i t a l  A, i t  means "h a v in g  
to  do w ith  th e  A p o c a lp y s e ."  In  th e  lo w e r case i t  
r e f e r s  to  a body o f  J e w is h  and C h r is t ia n  l i t e r a t u r e  
c h a r a c t e r iz e d  b y  an e s c h a t o l o g i c a l  b e l i e f  i n  tw o  
o p p o s in g  cosm ic pow ers— God and S a ta n ; two d i s t i n c t i v e  
ages— th e  p re s e n t e v i l  age and tlpe fu tu r e  age unde r 
God’ s r u l e ;  s y m b o lic  im a g e ry ;  e t c .
From th e  Greek c h a r a k te r  , a g ra v in g  t o o l ,  a m ark 
e n g ra v e d , an im p re s s  o r c h a r a c te r  ; fro m  the  stem  o f  
c h a r a s s e in , to  e n g ra v e , w h ic h  p ro b a b ly  d e r iv e s  from  th e  
Hebrew  h a ra s h : he e n g ra v e d , p lo w e d . O th e r m ean ings
were a d ie ,  s ta m p ; a m ark e n g ra v e d , an im p re ss  o r stam p 
on c o in s  o r s e a ls :  p i .  l e t t e r ,  b ra n d ; d i s t i n c t i v e  m ark 
o r to k e n  im pressed  on a p e rs o n  o r  t jh in g  by w h ich  i t  i s  
known fhom o th e r s ,  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c .  F ig u r a t i v e l y ,  i t  
came to  mean a f e a t u r e ,  t r a i t ,  o r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ;  an 
e s s e n t ia l  p e c u l i a r i t y ;  m e n ta l o r  m o ra l c o n s t i t u t i o n ;  
th e  c o m b in a tio n  o f  p r o p e r t ie s ,  q u a l i t i e s ,  o r p e c u l i ­
a r i t i e s  w h ich  d is t in g u is h e s  one p e rson  or t h in g ,  o r  one 
g ro up  o f  pe rsons o r t h in g s ,  from  o th e r s ;  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
i t  is  th e  sum o f  the  i n h e r i t e d  and a c q u ire d  e t h ic a l
W a lte r  B a u e r , A G re e k -E n g lis h  L e x ic o n  o f  th e  Mew T e s ta m e n t and 
O th e r e a r ly  C h r i s t ia n  L i t e r a t u r e , t r a n s . and a d a p t,  o f  4 th  r e v .  and 
a u g . e d . ,  >952, by W il l ia m  F. A rn d t and F. W ilb u r  G in g r ic h  (C a m b rid g e : 
Cam bridge U n iv e r s i t y  P re ss , 195 7 ), s . v . " a p o k a ly p s is . "
?
~M. H is t ,  " A p o c a ly p t ic is m , "  IDB 1 :1 5 7 .
•j
'E r n e s t  K le in  . A C om prehens ive  E ty m o lo g ic a l  D ic t io n a r y  o f  th e  
E n g l is h  Language (1 9 6 6 ) .  s . v .  " c h a r a c t e r . "
J’H. G. L id d e l l  and 3. S c o t t ,  A G r e e k -S n g lis h  L e x ic o n  (O x fo rd :  
O x fo rd  U n iv e r s i t y  P re s s , ’ 9 2 5 ). 3 . v .  " c h a r a k t g r . "
'Z .  T. O n io n s , e d . ,  O x fo rd  U n iv e r s a l  E n g l is h  D ic t io n a r y  (1 9 3 7 ) ,  
s . v .  " c h a r a c t e r . "
A p o ca lyp se
A p o c a ly p t ic
C h a ra c te r
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t r a i t s  w h ich  g iv e  to  a pe rson  h is  m o ra l i n d i v i d u a l i t y .  
Thus c h a r a c te r  is  a p a t te r n  o f  a c ts ,  r a th e r  c o n s is te n t  
th ro u g h  l i f e ,  w h ich  may be s a id  to  c h a r a c te r iz e  and 
d e f in e  th e  human in d i v id u a l ,  h^sed  on th e  in w a rd  e le ­
m ents o f  m o t iv a t io n  and i n t e n t . ~
E s c h a to io g y  From th e  G reek e s c n a to n , m ean ing  " t h e  l a s t  t h i n g . "
E s c h a to io g y  i s  th e  d o c t r in e  o f  th e  la s t  t h in g s ,  such as 
:h e  end o f  th e  w o r ld ,  th e  second com iqg o f  C h r is t ,  r e s ­
u r r e c t io n ,  ju d g m e n t, and th e  new a g e ."1 The e sch a to n  is  
th e  l a s t  a g e .
a
E x e g e s is  E x p la n a t io n  o r c r i t i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  a t e x t .  Some
o f  th e  ta s k s  o f  e x e g e s is  a re  to  d e te rm in e  th e  m eaning 
and g ra m m a tic a l use o f  'w ords, to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  h i s t o r i ­
c a l e n v iro n m e n t in  w h ich  th e  docum ent was w r i t t e n  and 
th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  to  w h ich  th e  a u th o r  add re ssed  h im ­
s e l f , " 3 and to  e x p la in  th e  l o g i c a l  p r o g r e s s io n  o f  
t h o u g h t .
H u m a n is t ic  Used in  t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  i t  means a n t h r o p o c e n t r ic , man-
c e n te re d  .
P a ro u 3 ia  A G reek word m eaning  p re s e n c e , c o m in g , o r  a d v e n t.
i s  a t e c h n ic a l  te rm  fo r  th e  second com ing o f  C h r is t .
I t
System s o f  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :
P r e t e r is t  A sys te m  v ie w in g  th e  a p o c a ly p t ic  p ro p h e c ie s  as h a v in g  a 
c o n te m p o ra ry  o r  n e a r-c o n te m p o ra ry  f u l f i l l m e n t . '  The 
e v i l  pow ers m e n tio n e d  in  th e  A p o ca lyp se  r e fe r r e d  to
5
W i l l i a m  D. W h i tn e y ,  e d . ,  The C e n tu r y  D i c t i o n a r y  and 
C y c lo p e d ia , 10 v o l s . (1 9 0 4 ) ,  2 :9 2 7 .
"P eck and H a v ig h u r s t ,  P s y c h o lo g y  o f  C h a ra c te r  D e v e lo p m e n t.
pp . 1 -2 .
^W e b s te r 's  S e v e n th  Mew C o l l e g i a t e  D i c t i o n a r y  ( 1 9 6 9 ) ,  s . v .  
" e s c h a to lo g y . "
ai b i d . ,  s . v .  " e x e g e s is . "
'Sam uel M acau ley J a c k s o n , e d . .  The Mew S c h a f f -H e rz o g  E n c y c lo ­
p e d ia  o f  R e l ig io u s  K now ledge  (1 9 0 9 ) ,  s . v .  " e x e g e s is  o r h e rm e n e u t ic s . "
3B a u e r , G re e k -E n g lis h  l e x i c o n , s . v .  " p a r o u s ia . "
Cesmond F o rd , C a n ie l ( N a s h v i l le :  S o u th e rn  Pub. A s s n ., 19735.
p .  55 -
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im p e r ia l  tom e. The p ro p h e c ie s  a b o u t th e  o v e r th r o w  o f  
Some by th e  k ingdom  o f  God f a i le d  to  m a t e r ia l i z e .
H i s t o r i c a l  A m ethod v ie w in g  R e v e la t io n  as a s y m b o lic  p ro p h e c y  o f  
th e  e n t i r e  h is t o r y  o f  th e  c h u rc h  u n t i l  th e  r e tu r n  o f  
C h r is t  and the  end o f  th e  a g e . The num erous sym b o ls  o f  
th e  book d e s ig n a te  v a r io u s  h i s t o r i c a l  m ovem ents ^nd 
e v e n ts  in  th e  W este rn  w o r ld  and th e  C h r is t ia n  c h u r c h . -
F u t u r i s t  A m ethod i n t e r p r e t in g  R e v e la t io n  la r g e ly  as a p ro p h e c y
o f  f u t u r e  e v e n ts  d e p ic te d  in  s y m b o lic  te rm s  le a d in g  up 
to  and accom pany ing  th e  end o f  th e  w o r ld .  The p r im a ry  
p u rp o se  o f  th e  book o f  R e v e la t io n  is  to  d e s c r ib e  th e  
consum m ation  o f  G o d 's  re d e m p t iv e  p u rpo se  and th e  end o f  
th e  a g e .
I d e a l i s t  A m ethod a v o id in g  th e  p ro b le m  o f  t r y in g  to  f in d  any
h i s t o r i c a l  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  th e  sym bo ls  o f  R e v e la t io n  and 
s e e in g  o n ly  a s y m b o lic  p o r t r a y a l  o f  th e  s p i r i t u a l  cosm ic  
c o n f l i c t  betw een th e  k ingdom  o f  God and th e  pow ers o f  
s a ta n ic  e v i l .
1 2 
L a d d . R e v e la t io n , p . 11. I b i d .
' I b i d . , ? . 13- 4 Ib id  .
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CHAPTER I I
REVIEW OF LITERATURE
A re v ie w  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  showed th a t  no s in g le  w o rk , w h e th e r 
d is s e r t a t i o n ,  a r t i c l e ,  o r  b o o k , ' d e v e lo p e d  th e  theme o f  c h a r a c te r  in  
the  A p o c a ly p s e . H ow e ve r, s in c e  th e  s u b je c t  unde r c o n s id e r a t io n  can be 
broken up in t o  a s p e c t ru n  o f  s u b to p ic s  , many o f  w h ich  have re c e iv e d  
s c h o la r ly  t r e a tm e n t ,  th e r e  'was much l i t e r a t u r e  w h ich  c o n t r ib u te d  to  
t h is  re s e a rc h  .
A s tu d y  p a r a l l e l  to  t h is  o n e , a ls o  c o n t r ib u t in g  to  th e  " P r o je c t  
fo r  S tu d ie s  in  C h a ra c te r  D eve lopm ent" b u t  re s e a rc h in g  a d i f f e r e n t  body 
o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  is  John M. F o w le r 's  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  "The C oncept o f  C har­
a c te r  D eve lopm ent in  th e  W r i t in g s  o f  E l le n  G. W h ite . T h is  s tu d y  was 
v a lu a b le  fo r  i t s  c o n c e p tu a l fra m e w o rk , much o f  'which c o u ld  be a p p lie d  
to  th e  book o f  R e v e la t io n .
For th e  o r i g i n a l  t e x t  o f  th e  A p o c a ly p s e . The G reek Vew T e s ta -  
m e n t, e d ite d  by X u r t A land  e t  a l . , J was u s e d , supp le m en ted  by 3 ru c e
'The f o l lo w in g  s o u rce s  were exam ined  : C om prehensive  D is s e r ta ­
t io n  In d e x . 1 8 6 1 -1 9 7 2 , 1973-1975 S u p p le m e n ts  (Ann A rb o r , M ic h . :  Xerox
U n iv e r s i t y  M ic r o f i lm s ,  1973-1975 ; D is s e r t a t io n  A b s t r a c ts  I n t e r n a t i o n a l . 
37 v o ls  . (Ann A rb o r ,  M ic h . :  Xerox U n iv e r s i t y  M ic r o f i lm s , 1975—‘ 9 7 6 ) ;
Hew T e s ta m e n t A b s t r a c t s  (C a m b rid g e , M a s s .: Weston C o lle g e  S ch oo l o f
T h e o lo g y , 1 9 5 6 -1 9 7 5 ) ; I b i d . ,  3 . v .  "3 o o k  R e v ie w s ."  and o th e r  b i b l i o g ­
ra p h ie s  .
~ (E d .D . d is s e r t a t i o n ,  Andrews U n iv e r s i t y ,  ’ 9 7 7 ) .
' ( U n i t e d  B ib le  S o c ie t ie s  [ S t u t t g a r t .  West Germany: W urtem berg  
3 ib le  S o c ie t y ] ,  1 9 7 5 ).
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M e tz g e r 's  A T e x tu a l Commentary on th e  G reek  New T e s ta m e n t ' f o r  c o n s id ­
e r a t io n  o f  v a r ia n t  re a d in g s .  S ta n d a rd  G reek and Hebrew le x ic o n s  w ere 
o
c o n s u lte d  . "
R o w le y , R u s s e l l,  H anson, " o r r i s ,  and S t r a n d 's  'works on apoca­
l y p t i c  a re  im p o r ta n t  fo r  an u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  l i t e r a r y
■j
v e h ic le  used by J o h n ."  The b e s t s t r u c t u r a l  s tu d ie s  o f  R e v e la t io n
a
appear to  be th o s e  by 3owman and S t ra n d .  Bowman b e l ie v e s  th a t  Reve­
l a t i o n  fo l lo w s  th e  fo rm a t o f  a G reek d ram a , c o n ta in in g  seven " a c ts "  
( e . g . ,  seven c h u rc h e s , seven s e a ls ,  seven t r u m p e ts ) ,  each " a c t "  con­
t a i n i n g  s e v e n  " s c e n e s "  ( e . g . ,  th e  c h u rc h e s  o f  E p h e s u s , S m y rn a , 
Pergamum, e t c . )  a g a in s t  a "b a c k d ro p "  o r  " s ta g e  s e t t i n g "  from  th e  
h e a v e n ly  s a n c tu a r y .  T h is  schema seems to  f i t  w e l l  w ith  fe w  d i f f i c u l ­
t i e s ,  th ou gh  i t  d i f f e r s  in  p la c e s  from  th e  c h a p te r  d iv i s i o n s  o f  th e  
b o o k . 3y c h a r t in g  p a r a l l e l  e x p re s s io n s  from  o p p o s ite  s e c t io n s  o f  th e  
b o o k , ( e . g . ,  in t r o d u c t io n  and c o n c lu s io n ,  tru m p e ts  and p la g u e s )  S tra n d  
d e m o n s tra te s  q u i te  c o n c lu s iv e ly  t h a t  th e  book o f  R e v e la t io n  is  in  th e  
fo rm  o f  a c h ia s m u s , d iv id in g  a t  c h a p te r  15. He c o n c lu d e s  th a t  
c h a p te r s  1 th ro u g h  Itt b e lo n g  to  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  p o r t io n  o f  th e  b oo k—
'( U n i te d  3 ib le  S o c ie t ie s ,  1 9 7 1 ).
^3a ue r , G re e k -c n g lis h  L e x ic o n ; L id d e l l  and S c o tt  , G re e k -£ n g lis h  
L e x ic o n ; Joseph H enry T h a y e r , A G re e k -E n g lis h  L e x ic o n  o f  th e  New T e s ta ­
m ent (Mew Y o rk : Am erican Book C o ., 1 3 8 6 ) ; W i l l ia m  G e s e n iu s , A H ebrew  
and E n g l is h  L e x ic o n  o f  th e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t, t r a n s . Edward R o b in s o n , ed . 
F ra n c is  3rown (O x fo rd : C la re n d o n  P re s s , 197H ).
^ R o w le y ,  The R e le v a n c e  o f  A p o c a l y p t i c ; D. S. R u s s e l l ,  The 
M ethod and Message o f  J e w is h  A p o c a ly p t ic  (London : 3CM P re s s , 196**);
P a u l 0. H anson , The Dawn o f  A p o c a ly p t ic  ( P h i la d e lp h ia :  F o r t r e s s  P re s s , 
* 9 7 5 ) ;  Leon M o r r is ,  A p o c a ly p t ic  (G rand R a p id s : Eerdm ans, 1 9 7 2 ) ; S t ra n d ,  
P e rs p e c t iv e s  in  R e v e la t io n .
4
J . Vf. Bowman, " R e v e la t io n ,  Book o f , "  IDB i : 5 3 - 7 l ;  Kenneth A. 
S t ra n d ,  I n t e r p r e t i n g  th e  Book o f  R e v e la t io n  ( X o r t h in g to n . C h io : Ann
A rb o r  P u b l is h e r s ,  1976).
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s p a n n in g  the  c e n tu r ie s  from  J o h n 's  day to  th e  e s c h a to n — w h i le  c h a p te r s  
• 5 to  22 d e a l o n ly  w ith  e n d - t im e  e v e n ts  c lu s te r e d  around th e  p a r o u s ia . 
These s t r u c t u r a l  p re s u p p o s it io n s  a re  c r u c ia l  in  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  
c e r t a in  p a ssa g e s .
D ic t io n a r y  a r t i c l e s  on key w ords— such  as " f e a r , "  " l o v e . "  
" f a i t h , "  " s i n , "  "n a m e ," " m a rk , "  " s e a l , "  " f o r n i c a t i o n , "  " ju d g m e n t " —  
p ro v e d  in v a lu a b le  fo r  t h i s  r e s e a r c h .  The t h e o lo g ic a l  d i c t i o n a r ie s  
e x p la in  th e  use o f  each word in  th e  G reek c u l t u r e ,  fo l lo w e d  by i t s  use 
in  O ld T e s ta m e n t, I n te r te s ta m e n t a l  , and New T estam en t p e r io d s . 1 The
I n t e r p r e t e r ' s  D ic t io n a r y  o f  th e  B ib le  a ls o  p ro v id e d  e x c e l le n t  a r t i c l e s
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on g e n e ra l to p ic s  such as a p o c a ly p t ic ,  f a i t h ,  s i n ,  and r ig h te o u s n e s s .
A r t i c l e s  in  t h e o l o g i c a l  j o u r n a l s  c i t e d  i n  New T e s ta m e n t  
A b s t r a c t s  c o n s t i t u te d  a n o th e r  f e r t i l e  f i e l d  fo r  re s e a rc h  in  th e  b oo k  o f
R e v e la t io n .  These a r t i c l e s  d e a l t  w i t h  v a r io u s  them es o f  th e  A p o c a ly p s e
^ u 5
s u c h  as C h r i s t o l o g y , “  k i n g l y  p r i e s t h o o d ,  ju d g m e n t , ^  t h e  s e v e n
'G e rh a rd  X i t t e l  and G e rh a rd  F r ie d r i c h ,  e d s . .  T h e o lo g ic a l  D ic ­
t i o n a r y  o f  th e  New T e s ta m e n t. '9  v o l s . , t r a n s .  and ed. G e o f f re y  rf.
B ro m ile y  (G rand R a p id s : S e rdm an s , 196H -1976) ( h e r e a f te r  c i t e d  as TDNT) ; 
G o lin  B row n, e d . , The New I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D ic t io n a r y  o f  New T e s ta m e n t 
T h e o lo g y , <i v o ls .  (G rand R a p id s : Z o n d e rv a n , 197 5 ).
“ George B u t t r i c k  , e d . .  The I n t e r p r e t e r ' s  D ic t io n a r y  o f  th e
3 ib le  ( N a s h v i l le :  A b ingdon  P re s s , 1 9 6 2 ).
J R o b e rt H. M ounce, "T he  C h r is to lo g y  o f  th e  A p o c a ly p s e ."  F ou nd a ­
t i o n s  11 ( J a n .-M a r .  1968 ): H 2 -5 1 ; Norman H i l l y e r ,  " 'T h e  Lamb' in  th e
A p o c a ly p s e ,"  The E v a n g e l ic a l  Q u a r te r ly  3 9 :2 2 8 -2 3 6 .
" S i .  H. B row n lee  , "The P r i e s t l y  C h a ra c te r  o f  th e  C hurch  in  th e
A p o c a ly p s e ,"  New T e s ta m e n t S tu d ie s  5 (1 9 5 3 -1 9 5 9 ) :2 2 ^ -2 2 5 : A. F e u i l l e t , 
"L a s  C h re t ie n s  P r i t r e s  e t  R o is  d 'a p r £ s  1 'A p o c a ly p s e , "  Revue T h o m is te  75
(1 9 7 5 ) :4 0 -6 6 ;  A. G e ls to n . "The  R oya l P r ie s th o o d , "  The E v a n g e l ic a l  Q u a r­
t e r l y  131 ( J u ly - S e p t .  1 9 5 9 ): 152 -163 .
'Jo h n  A. B o l l i e r ,  "Ju d g m e n t in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e ,"  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
(1 9 5 3 ) :  1U—17; R obert L. Thomas, "The  Im p re c a to ry  P ra y e rs  o f  th e  
A p o c a ly p s e ,"  3 ib l io t h e c a  S a c ra  126 ( J a n .-M a r .  ’ 9 6 9 ) :  123-131 •
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:n u rc n e s  . ' s y m b o lis m s , -  and w itn e s s .  ^
la r g e r  s tu d ie s  on s p e c i f i c  s u b je c ts  a ls o  c o n t r ib u te d  to  t h is
re s e a rc h .  Desmond F o r d 's  d is s e r t a t io n  tra c e d  th e  A n t i c h r i s t  m o t i f  to
i t s  D a n ie l ic  s o u rc e , sh ow ing  how th e  s y n o p t ic  w r i t e r s ,  P a u l,  and Jo hn ,
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d eve lo p e d  th e  theme in  t h e i r  ’w r i t i n g s .  W a lte r  S c h m ith a ls ' book sup­
p o r t s  th e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  th e  M ic o la i t a n  p ro b le m  a f f l i c t i n g  th e
ch u rc h e s  o f  Rev 2 can be i d e n t i f i e d  as th e  same i n c i p ie n t  G n o s tic is m
w hich  Paul r e fu te d  in  h is  l e t t e r s  to  th e  C o r in t h ia n s . "  Hans Jonas '
s ta n d a rd  w ork  on G n o s t ic is m  f u r t h e r  c l a r i f i e s  th e  n a tu re  o f  t h a t  r e l i -  
g io n . A. I .  H a n s o n 's  book on th e  w ra th  o f  God in  th e  A p o ca lyp se  con­
c lu d e s  t h a t  d iv in e  w ra th  i s  n o t a p e rs o n a l e m o tio n  o f  God, b u t  an 
im p e rs o n a l p ro c e s s  o f  r e t r i b u t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  from  th e  r e je c t io n  o f
A. C. Repp, " M in i s t r y  and L i f e  in  th e  Seven C h u rc h e s ,"  Con­
c o r d ia  T h e o lo g ic a l  M o n th ly  25 (M a rch  1 9 6 4 ): 13 3 -1 ^ 7 ;  M. J . S. Rudwick 
and E. M. 3. Creen , "L a o d ic e a n  L u k e w a rm n e s s ," E x p o s i to r y  T im es 69
(M arch  1 9 5 8 ) :1 7 6 -1 7 8 .
^A . J. 3 a n d s t r a ,  "J e ru s a le m  and Rome in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e ,"  C a lv in  
T h e o lo g ic a l  J o u r n a l 1 ( A p r i l  1 9 6 6 ) :6 7 -6 9 ;  0. S. A u n e , " S t .  J o h n 's  Por­
t r a i t  o f  th e  C hurch  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e ."  E v a n g e l ic a l  Q u a r te r ly  38 (March
* 966 ) :  1 31 -1 49 ; J. - •  B u rn s , "C o n tra s te d  Women o f  A p o c a ly p s e  12 and 1 7 ,"  
C a th o l ic  3 i b l i c a l  Q u a r t e r ly  26 (O c to b e r 1 9 6 4 ) :4 5 9 -4 6 3 ; R. D e v in e , "The 
V i r g in  F o llo w e rs  o f  th e  Lam b," S c r ip t u r e  16 ( 1 9 6 4 ) :1 - 5 .
^James (Xi Fheez. "M is s io n  P e rs p e c t iv e  in  th e  3ook o f  R evela­
t i o n , "  E v a n g e l i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y  42 (M a rc h  1 9 7 0 ) :1 5 2 - 1 6 7 ;  A l l i s o n  A.
T r ib e s ,  " M a rtu s  and M arty rdom  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e : A S e m an tic  S tu d y ,"  
Movum T estam en tum  15 ( 19 7 3 ) :7 2 -3 0 .
a? o r d , "A b o m in a t io n  o f  D e s o la t io n . "
"W a lte r  S c h m ith a ls . G n o s t ic is m  in  C o r in t h :  An I n v e s t ig a t io n  o f  
th e  L e t t e r s  t o  th e  C o r in t h ia n s , t r a n s . John E. S te e ly  ( N a s n v i l ie ,  
A b ingdon  P re s s , * 9 7 1 ) ;  o f .  E l iz a b e th  S. F io r e n z a ,  " A p o c a ly p t ic  and 
G nosis in  th e  3ook o f  R e v e la t io n  and P a u l , "  J o u r n a l  o f  3 i b l i c a l  L i t e r a ­
tu r e  92 ( A p r i l  1 9 7 3 )1 5 6 5 -5 3 1 .
^Hans Jo n a s , The G n o s t ic  R e l ig io n :  The Message o f  th e  A l ie n  God 
and th e  B e g in n in g s  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  (B o s to n :  Beacon P re s s , '9 5 3 ) .
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C h r is t ,  w n ich  w orks i t s e l f  o u t in  th e  c o u rs e  o f  h is t o r y .  Perhaps th e
m ost co m p re h e n s iv e  w ork  on th e  s u b je c t  o f  w itn e s s  is  T r i t e s '  s tu d y
•which shows th a t  th e  word th ro u g h o u t S c r ip t u r e  is  based upon th e
o
im a g e ry  o f  th e  la w c o u r t . “  3 o ic e  has made a s im i l a r  s tu d y  o f  w itn e s s  in
th e  book o f  John . '
The num erous c o m m e n ta rie s  on th e  book o f  R e v e la tio n  show th e
c o n t in u in g  i n t e r e s t  w h ich  t h i s  book i n s p i r e s .  Old c la s s ic s ,  such as
4
th o s e  b y  Swete and L e n s k i , w o rk  c lo s e ly  w i th  th e  Greek t e x t .  C h a r le s ,  
C a ir d , and K id d le 3 s e t th e  book a g a in s t  i t s  c o n te x t in  th e  a n c ie n t  
w o r ld .  L ad d , M ounce, and M o r r is 0 show a t h e o lo g ic a l  c o n c e rn . M in e a r 
seems to  have th e  b e s t u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  " v e r t i c a l  d im e n s io n "  o f  
a p o c a ly p t ic  l i t e r a t u r e — th e  s p i r i t u a l  w o r ld  o f  good and e v i l  s u p e r­
im posed upon th e  p h y s ic a l w o r id . ^  O th e r v a lu a b le  com m en ta ries  a re
A n th o n y  T. H anson, The W ra th  o f  th e  Lam b, (L o n d o n : S .P .C .K . ,
1 9 5 7 ).
“ A l l i s o n  A. T r i t e s ,  The New T e s ta m e n t C oncep t o f  W itn e s s  (Cam­
b r id g e :  C am bridge U n iv e r s i t y  ? re3S , ’ 9 7 7 ) .
'Jam es M. 3 o ic e , W itn e s s  and R e v e la t io n  in  th e  G o spe l o f  John  
(G rand R a p id s : Z o n d e rva n , 1 9 7 0 ) .
4
H e n ry  S a rc la y  S w e te , Commentary on R e v e la t io n  (Grand R a p id s : 
K re g e ls ,  1 9 7 7 ) ; R. C. H. L e n s k i,  The I n t e r p r e t a t io n  o f  S t .  J o h n 's  
R e v e la t io n  ( M in n e a p o l is :  A ugsbu rg  P ub . H ou se , *9 6 3 ) .
^R. H. C h a r le s ,  A C r i t i c a l  and E x e g e t ic a l  Commentary on th e  
R e v e la t io n  o f  S t .  J o h n . 2 v o ls .  ( E d in b u rg h :  T. 4 T. C la r k ,  1 9 2 0 );
C a ir d ,  R e v e la t io n ; M a r t in  K id d le  and M. K. R oss, The R e v e la t io n  o f  S t .  
John (G re a t B r i t a in  : Hodder 4 S to u g n to n , 1 9 6 3 ).
°Ladd , R e v e la t io n ; R obert H. M ounce , The 3ook o f  R e v e la t io n  
'G rand  R a p id s : E e rdm an s , 1 9 7 7 ); Leon M o r r is ,  The R e v e la t io n  o f  S t .  John 
London: T y n d a le  P re s s , 1 9 6 9 ).
*T
P a u l 3. M in ea r , I  Saw a Mew E a r th :  An In t r o d u c t io n  to  th e
V is io n s  o f  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  (W a s h in g to n : Corpus 3 oo ks , 1968 ).
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chose o f  3 a r c la y ,  Hoeksem a, O ttaan  , Tenney, and H e n d r ik s e n . '
T h is  re v ie w  o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  r e v e a ls  th a t  few in - d e p th  s tu d ie s  
nave been aade o f  th e  th e o lo g y  o f  th e  A p o c a ly p s e , in  c o m p a ris o n  w i th  
th e  amount o f  m a te r ia l  on th e  th e o lo g ie s  o f  th e  s y n o p t ic ,  P a u l in e ,  and 
J o h a n n in e ^  l i t e r a t u r e .  There is  need to  s y s te m a tiz e  th e  te a c h in g  o f  
th e  A p o ca lyp se  w ith  re g a rd  to  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  God, th e  n a tu re  o f  m an, 
s in ,  r ig h te o u s n e s s ,  ju d g m e n t, and e s c h a to io g y .  T h is  s tu d y  on th e  
co n ce p t o f  c h a ra c te r  in  th e  A p o ca lyp se  i s  a s te p  in  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .
W i l l i a m  B a r c la y ,  The R e v e la t io n  o f  S t .  J o h n . 2 v o l s .  
( P h i la d e lp h ia :  W e s tm in s te r  P re ss , I9 6 0 ) ;  Herman Hoeksema, B e h o ld  He
Cometh! An E x p o s i t io n  o f  th e  Book o f  R e v e la t io n  (Grand R a p id s : R eform ed 
F ree Pub. A s s n .,  1 9 6 9 ) ; Ford C. G ttm a n , The U n fo ld in g  o f  th e  Ages 
( F in c a s t le ,  V a .: S c r ip t u r e  T ru th  Book C o ., 190 5 ); M e r r i l l  C. T en ne y , 
I n t e r p r e t in g  R e v e la t io n  (G rand R a p id s : Eerdm ans, 1 9 5 7 ) ; W. H e n d r ik s e n ,  
More Than C o n q u e ro rs  (G rand R a p id s : 3 ake r Book H ouse, 1 96 7 ).
^ I . e . ,  th e  g o s p e l and e p i s t l e s .
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CHAPTER I I I
METHODOLOGY
T h is  c h a p te r  p re s e n ts  th e  m e th o d o lo g y  fo l lo w e d  in  th e  p re p a ra ­
t io n  o f  t h i s  s tu d y ,  th e  p r e s u p p o s i t io n s ,  and th e  l i m i t a t i o n s .
M e th o d o lo g y
T h is  re s e a rc h  e n c o u n te rs  a p ro b le m  in  d e s c r ib in g  th e  co n ce p t o f  
c h a ra c te r  in  P la to ,  A r i s t o t l e ,  and th e  A p oca lypse  because  th e  w ord , 
w ith  i t s  E n g lis h  c o n n o ta t io n s ,  does n o t o ccu r in  th e s e  s o u rc e s . S ince  
i t  is  n o t p o s s ib le  to  s tu d y  th e  word d i r e c t l y ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a ry  to  
in v e s t ig a te  the  com p lex o f  id e a s  a s s o c ia te d  w i th  th e  w ord  " c h a r a c te r . ' ’
"C h a ra c te r "  is  u n d e rs to o d  h e re  to  mean th e  m o ra l and e th ic a l  
' t o  w h ich  r e l i g io n  adds th e  s p i r i t u a l )  a s p e c ts  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  ' based 
upon m o t iv a t io n  and i n t e n t ,  and re v e a le d  o u tw a rd ly  in  a r a th e r  c o n s is -
5
t e n t  p a t te rn  o f  b e h a v io r . -  I t  i s  se e n , th e n , to  have b o th  in t e r n a l  and 
e x te r n a l  ( c o g n i t iv e  and b e h a v io r a l1 d im e n s io n s .
To re s e a rc h  th e  c o n c e p t o f  c h a r a c te r ,  i t  th u s  becomes n e ce ssa ry  
to  exam ine the  e th ic s  o f  each sys te m  o f  th o u g h t ( th e  c o n c e p t o f  good 
and e v i l )  to  w h ich  i s  t ie d  each a u th o r 's  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  human 
p ro b le m  ( th e  e v i l  o f  human n a tu re )  and h is  p roposed  s o lu t io n  to  th a t
W h itn e y , C e n tu ry  D i c t i o n a r y , s . v .  " c h a r a c t e r . "
“ Peck and H a v ig h u rs t  , P s y c h o lo g y  o f  C h a ra c te r  D e ve lo p m e n t.
pp . ' - 2 .
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p ro b le m . The com plex o f  id e a s  to  be in v e s t ig a te d  th u s  in c lu d e s  th e  
n a tu re  o f  man, th e  o r i g in  and n a tu re  o f  good and e v i l ,  and th e  m ethod 
oy w h ic h  one overcom es e v i l  and a c h ie v e s  th e  h ig h e s t  good in  l i f e .  A l l  
th re e  th o u g h t sys tem s re s e a rc h e d  h e re  d e a l d i r e c t l y  w i th  th e s e  b a s ic  
c o n c e p ts .  These p ro c e d u re s  have been fo l lo w e d :
1. Themes r e l a t i v e  to  th e  s u b je c t  o f  c h a ra c te r  in  th e  book o f
R e v e la t io n  were i d e n t i f i e d  and o rg a n iz e d  in t o  a c o n c e p tu a l fham ew ork
upon w h ich  to  d e v e lo p  th e  s tu d y .  The them es were su g g e s te d  by th e  book 
o f  R e v e la t io n  i t s e l f  as w e l l  as by m odern so u rce s  d e a lin g  w i th  th e
s u b je c t  o f  c h a r a c te r  d e v e lo p m e n t.
2. A d e ta i le d  s tu d y  o f  each them e w i t h in  th e  book was made, 
f i r s t  b y  c o m p il in g  and th e n  by o r g a n iz in g  a l l  th e  t e x t s  b e a r in g  upon 
th e  th e m e . T h is  m ethod a llo w e d  th e  'whole book to  shed l i g h t  upon any 
one s u b je c t ,  g r e a t ly  i l lu m in a t in g  a s in g le  t e x t  o r  c o n c e p t.  In  th e
p ro c e s s  o f  c o m p ila t io n  and i n t e r p r e t a t io n  , c a re  was ta k e n  to  c o n s id e r
c o n te x t  and s e t t in g  to  a v o id  d i s t o r t i o n  o f  m e a n in g .
3 . P a r a l le l  S c r ip tu r e s  in  th e  O ld and Mew T es tam en ts  were used 
to  i l lu m in a t e  th e  t e x t .
S h o r t  passages were e x e g e te d .
5. S e m in a l w ords were s tu d ie d  u s in g  l e x i c a l  a id s  and d i c t i o n ­
a r ie s  .
5 . A r t i c l e s  and c o m m e n ta r ie s ~ w e re  em ployed to  e x p la in  th e
t e x t  .
M e th o d o lo g ic a l P r e s u p p o s it io n s
T h is  m e th o d o lo g y  was based upon th e  p re s u p p o s it io n s  t h a t :
S c r ip t u r e  is  s e l f - c o n s is t e n t  and can th e r e fo r e  be used to
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i n t e r p r e t  i t s e l f . '  The Old and tew  T es tam en ts  a re  a u n i t y ,  as demon­
s t r a te d  by th e  h i s t o r i c a l  and t h e o lo g ic a l  p ro g re s s io n  o f  i t s  them es 
from  Old to  New, b y  th e  p r o m is e / f u l f i l lm e n t  p a t te rn  fro m  O ld to  New, 
and by th e  New T estam en t 'w r i t e r s '  use o f  th e  Old T es tam en t in  th e  
d e ve lo p m e n t o f  t h e i r  id e a s . "  Thus " th e  Old T estam en t sheds  l i g h t  upon 
th e  New, and th e  New upon th e  O ld . " ^
The book o f  R e v e la t io n  makes e x te n s iv e  use o f  th e  Old T e s ta -
n
m e n t, w i th  3^8 s i g n i f i c a n t  a l lu s io n s  to  i t .  I t  seems c le a r  t h a t  th e
a u th o r  o f  R e v e la t io n  was a ls o  f a m i l i a r  w i th  th e  New T estam en t i t s e l f  o r
w ith  e a r ly  C h r is t ia n  t r a d i t i o n s ,  and t h a t  he had access to  s n y o p t ic ,
P a u lin e ,  and Jo h a n n in e  s c h o o l t r a d i t i o n s . "  H is  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h
Johann ine  m a te r ia ls  has le d  Mounce and o th e r s ,  in  harm ony w i th  e a r ly
5
ch u rch  f a t h e r s ,  to  a s s e r t  th e  Jo h a n n in e  a u th o r s h ip  o f  R e v e la t io n .
Thus i t  i s  n o t o n ly  p o s s ib le  b u t  n e c e s s a ry  to  i n t e r p r e t  J o h n 's
Ramm, P r o te s ta n t  B i b l i c a l  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n , p . 58.
"G e rh a rd  F . H a s e l, "The  U n ity  o f  th e  3 ib le , "  i n s e r t  i n  The 
M in is t r y  48 (May ’ 9 7 5 ) : 1U-16U.
^ E l le n  G. W h ite , C o u n se ls  to  P a re n ts .  T e a c h e rs , and S tu d e n ts  
R e g a rd in g  C h r is t ia n  E d u c a t io n  (M o u n ta in  V iew : P a c i f ic  P ress Pub. A s s n . ,  
1943), p. ^62.
u
ie n n e y . I n t e r p r e t i n g  R e v e la t io n , p .  101.
■’C h a r le s , R e v e la t io n , 1 :6 . See a ls o  E l iz a b e th  F io re n z a  , "T h e
Quest fo r  th e  Jo ha nn in e  S c h o o l:  The A p o c a ly p s e  and th e  F o u r th  G o s p e l, "  
New T e s ta m e n t S tu d ie s  23 (1 9 7 7 ) :  4 2 1 -4 2 5  ; and S w e te ,  R e v e la t io n  ,
p p . c l v i - c l v i i .
°M ounce , R e v e la t io n . pp . 3 0 -3 1 . E a r ly  c h u rc h  fa th e r s  who 
b e l ie v e d  in  th e  a p o s t o l i c  a u t h o r s h ip  w e re  J u s t i n ,  H ip p o iy t u s  , 
T e r t u l l i a n , C le m e n t, and O ig e n  (see  " R e v e la t io n ,  3ook o f , "  IDB 4 : 6 0 ) .  
O ther s c h o la rs  a re  G u th r ie ,  H a r r is o n ,  and H e lm b o ld . See D ona ld  
G u th r ie ,  New T e s ta m e n t. I n t r o d u c t io n :  H ebrew s to  R e v e la t io n  (C h ic a g o :  
I n t e r - V a r s i t y  P re s s , 1 9 6 2 ), p p . 268—2 6 9 ; E v e r e t t  F. H a r r is o n ,  I n t r o d u c ­
t io n  to  th e  New T e s ta m e n t (G rand R a p id s : E erdm ans, ’ 9 7 1 ) ,  p p . 471—4 7 2 ; 
A. H e lm b o ld , "A Note on th e  A u th o rs h ip  o f  th e  A p o c a ly p s e ,"  New T e s ta ­
ment S tu d ie s  8 (J a n u a ry  1 9 6 1 ) :7 7 -7 9 .
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A p o ca lyp se  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  h is  s o u rc e s . W h ite  s ta t e s  c a t e g o r i c a l l y ,
" I n  th e  .R e v e la tio n  a l l  th e  books o f  the  B ib le  m eet and e n d . " 1 In u s in g
r e la t e d  passages o f  S c r ip tu r e  to  in t e r p r e t  .R e v e la t io n , h ow eve r, one
must be aware that the author'3  handling o f  th ese  m a te r ia l s  i s  o r ig in a l
2
and in d e p e n d e n t; he o rg a n iz e s  th e  th o u g h t in  h is  own fa s h io n .
2. R e v e la t io n ,  as a p o c a ly p t ic  l i t e r a t u r e ,  makes e x te n s iv e  use
o f  sym bo ls  w h ich  in  t h i s  s tu d y  a re  in t e r p r e t e d  by th e  fo l lo w in g
m e th o d s :
a . Som etim es th e  in t e r p r e t a t i o n  is  e x p l i c i t l y  s ta te d  in  S c r ip ­
t u r e ;  in  t h i s  case  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  seems c e r t a i n . ^
b . C a r e fu l  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  th e  c o n te x t  may r e v e a l th a t  th e
4
id e a  c o rre s p o n d in g  to  th e  sym bo l i s  i m p l i c i t  in  th e  p a ssa g e .
c .  o c c a s io n  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  sym bol may be a c lu e  to  i t s
m e a n in g .3
i . W ith  th e  a id  o f  a c o n c o rd a n c e , o th e r  p assa ge s  w h ich  use the
5
same sym bol can be ch ecke d  to  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r th e  m ean ing  i s  g iv e n .
e . C o m p a ra tiv e  s tu d ie s  o f  S e m it ic  c u l t u r e  may r e v e a l th e  mean-
7
in g  o f  the  sym bo l in  q u e s t i o n . 1
] .  C e r ta in  p re s u p p o s it io n s  r e g a rd in g  s t r u c t u r e  u n d e r l ie  the
manner in  w h ich  t e x t s  r e g a r d in g  e v e n ts  a re  com bined to  shed l i g h t  upon 
e a ch  o t h e r . T h is  s t u d y  assum es th e  r e c a p i t u l a t i o n  r a t h e r  th a n
W h i t e ,  The A c t 3 o f  th e  A p o s t le s  ( M o u n ta in  V ie w , C a l i f . :  
P a c i f ic  P ress Pub. A s s n . .  *9 1 1 ) . p .  335.
"S w e te , R e v e la t io n ,  p .  c i i v ;  Tenney, I n t e r p r e t i n g  R e v e la t io n ,
? . : 12 .
'Samm, P r o te s ta n t  3 i b l i c a l  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n , p .  233-
t
’’ i b i d . , p . 2 3 ^ .
' I b i d . ^ I b i d . I b i d .
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s t r a i g h t - l i n e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  p a t te r n  o f  th e  book . T h is  means 
th a t  sequences such as th e  seven c h u rc h e s , seven s e a ls ,  and seven tru m ­
p e ts  a re  seen as p a r a l l e l i n g  each o t h e r — each b e g in n in g  in  J o h n 's  day 
and c u lm in a t in g  in  th e  e s c h a to n — r a th e r  th an  fo l lo w in g  each o th e r  
s e q u e n t i a l l y . 1
A n o th e r  p re s u p p o s it io n  is  th e  s e v e n fo ld  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  book
as o u t l in e d  by J. V. 3owman. A c c o rd in g  to  h is  a n a ly s is ,  th e  A p o c a ly p s e
is  in  th e  fo rm  o f  a G reek d ra m a , w i th  seven " a c ts "  ( e . g . ,  c h u rc h e s ,
s e a ls ,  t r u m p e ts ,  e t c . ) ,  d iv id e d  in t o  seven "s c e n e s "  ( e . g . ,  E phesus ,
Sm yrna, Pergamum, e t c . ) ,  a g a in s t  a "b a c k d ro p "  o r " s ta g e  s e t t i n g "
2
d e p ic t in g  th e  h e a v e n ly  s a n c tu a ry .
An a d d i t io n a l  p re s u p p o s it io n  i s  th e  c h ia s t i c  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  
book w h ich  sees c h a p te rs  1 th ro u g h  14 as h i s t o r i c a l  (s p a n n in g  h is t o r y )
■j
w h ile  c h a p te rs  15 to  22 a re  assumed e n t i r e l y  as e s c h a t o lo g ic a l . '
L im i t a t io n s  
T h is  re s e a rc h  had th e  f o l lo w in g  l i m i t a t i o n s :
1. The l i t e r a t u r e  in v e s t ig a te d  was l im i t e d  to  E n g lis h  and 
F rench  m a t e r ia ls ,  th ou gh  a s m a ll am ount o f  German was made a v a i la b le  
th ro u g h  a t r a n s l a t o r .
2. For p r im a ry  s o u rc e s , no n o n -c a n o n ic a l l i t e r a t u r e  was u s e d . 
The few  a l lu s io n s  to  th e  P se u d e p ig ra p h a  c i te d  by C h a rle s  do
n o t  seem s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y .  S w e te  q u a l i f i e s  C h a r le s '
'S t r a n d ,  I n t e r p r e t in g  R e v e la t io n , p p . ^9, 5 3 -54 .
^ " R e v e la t io n ,  3ook o f , "  p p . 5 3 -7 1 .
'S t r a n d ,  I n t e r p r e t in g  R e v e la t io n , p .  47 .
J C h a r le s , R e v e la t io n  1 : I x x x i i - l x x x i i i .
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assum p tio n  th a t  th e  " w r i t e r  o r w r i t e r s "  o f  th e  A p o ca lyp se  are  "s te e p e d  
:n  Jew ish a p o c a ly p t ic "  by s t a t in g  th a t  w h i le  th e  w r i t e r  may have been 
f a m i l i a r  w ith  th e  a p o c a ly p t ic  id e a s  o f  h is  a g e , he does n o t use e x t r a -  
b i b l i c a l  Jew ish  so u rc e s  w i th  a n y th in g  l i k e  th e  d is t in c t n e s s  w ith  w h ic h  
he r e fe r s  to  I s a ia h ,  E z e k ie l ,  IS a n ie l, o r  th e  s a y in g s  o f  C h r i s t . 1 Ladd
s ta te s  th a t  th e  R e v e la t io n  i s  c o m p le te ly  la c k in g  in  a l lu s io n s  to  known
2
Jew ish  a p o c a ly p t ic  w r i t i n g s .
1S w e te , R e v e la t io n . p . c l v i i i  . 
o
“ L a d d , R e v e la t io n , p . 11.
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CHAPTER IV
3ACKGR0UND TO CHARACTER THEORY
To u n d e rs ta n d  th e  message o f  th e  A p oca lypse  w i th  re g a rd  to  
c h a r a c te r ,  i t  is  h e lp f u l  to  v ie w  i t  from  two p e r s p e c t iv e s :  (1 ) w i t h in
a b ackg ro un d  o f  h u m a n is t ic  th o u g h t  s y s te m s , and (2 )  w i t h in  i t s  own b ib ­
l i c a l  c o n te x t .  W este rn  sys te m s  o f  th o u g h t ,  w h e th e r o f  p h i lo s o p h y ,  
t h e o lo g y ,  p s y c h o lo g y ,  o r  e d u c a t i o n ,  is s u e  l a r g e l y  f ro m  tw o  m a in  
s tre a m s , th e  Graeco-Roman and th e  H e b ra e o - C h r is t ia n . From th e  fo rm e r 
comes a h u m a n is t ic  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  man and c h a ra c te r  ; fro m  th e  l a t t e r  
a r e l i g io u s  u n d e rs ta n d in g .  M ost th e o r ie s  o f  c h a r a c te r  d eve lo pm e n t 
c e n te r  in  one o r th e  o th e r  s ys te m s  o f  th o u g h t .
The two s tre a m s  have m a rk e d ly  d i f f e r e n t  e p is te m o lo g ie s . a n th ro ­
p o lo g ie s ,  and e t h ic a l  s y s te m s .
H u m a n is tic  e p is te m o lo g ie s  a re  b u i l t  upon m a n 's  a t te m p ts  to  
d is c o v e r  u l t im a t e  m ean ing  th ro u g h  th e  human to o ls  he has f o r  p e r c e iv in g
r e a l i t y ,  such as i n t u i t i o n ,  r e a s o n ,  and sense p e r c e p t io n .  In  t h e i r
v ie w ,  man w ith  o n ly  h im s e l f  as h is  in t e g r a t io n  p o in t ,  a t te m p ts  r a t io n ­
a l l y  to  f in d  a l l  k n o w le d g e , m ean ing  and v a lu e  w i th  re g a rd  to  l i f e .
3 i b l i c a l  e p is te m o lo g y , h o w e v e r, based upon d iv in e  r e v e la t i o n ,  assumes 
t h a t  man canno t know h is  o r i g i n ,  p u rp o s e , o r d e s t in y  u n le s s  i t  is  
re v e a le d  to  him by God. I t  h o ld s  th a t  th e  Old and few  T estam en ts
F ra n c is  A. S c h a e f fe r ,  The God Who I s  T h e re  'D o w n e r 's  ( r o v e :  
I n t e r - V a r s i t y  P re ss , * 9 6 8 ) ,  ? .  17.
20
Reproduced with permission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout permission.
31
c o n s t i t u t e  G od 's  w r i t t e n  r e v e la t io n  to  man t e l l i n g  h im  'who he i s ,  'where 
r.e came fro m , how he became in v o lv e d  in  th e  human p re d ic a m e n t,  and what 
is  th e  s o lu t io n  to  h is  p ro b le m .
H u m a n is t ic  a n th ro p o lo g y  e x c lu d e s  th e  c o n te x t  o f  God and con­
c e n t r a te s  on man in  and o f  h im s e l f .  Man i s  v iew e d  as a s e lf - e n c lo s e d  
u n i t y  w h ich  can e x is t  and w h ich  can be u n d e rs to o d  by i t s e l f . ' In  th e  
H e b ra e o -C h r is t ia n  s y s te m , a n th ro p o lo g y  b e g in s  w i th  th e o lo g y .  Man 
d e r iv e s  h is  e x is te n c e  and m eaning fhom G o d , and c a n n o t be u n d e rs to o d  
a p a r t  fro m  God.
A s tu d y  o f  c h a r a c te r  th e o ry  m ust be c o n c e rn e d  w ith  e t h ic a l  o r
m o ra l s ta n d a rd s  and how th e y  a re  d e r iv e d .  H u m a n is t ic  e t h i c a l  sys tem s
2
r e l y  upon r e l a t i v e  s ta n d a rd s  o r ie n te d  to  s p e c i f i c  c u l t u r e s  o r i n d i ­
v id u a l  ju d g m e n t,^  th o u g h  a t te m p ts  a re  made to  d is c o v e r  u n iv e r s a l  p r i n -  
u
c i p l e s . D iv in e  r e v e la t io n  p u rp o r ts  to  g iv e  a b s o lu te  s ta n d a rd s  based 
on th e  n a tu re  o f  u l t im a t e  r e a l i t y ,  w h ich  i s  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  God Him­
s e l f .
A n o th e r c o n c e rn  o f  c h a ra c te r  th e o ry  i s  th e  means by -which c h a r ­
a c te r  i s  d e v e lo p e d . H u m a n is t ic  th e o r ie s  em phasize  c o g n it io n  a n d /o r  
b e h a v io r  a p a r t  from  r e l i g io u s  e x p e r ie n c e .  The b i b l i c a l  c o n c e p t is  t h a t  
c h a r a c te r  i s  d e v e lo p e d  th ro u g h  p e rs o n a l r e la t io n s h ip  w i th  God.
T h is  c h a p te r  w i l l  exam ine  th e  c o n c e p t o f  c h a r a c te r  as found  in  
two h u m a n is t ic  p h i lo s o p h ie s  w h ich  w ere co te m p o ra n e o u s  w i th  th e  i n t e r -  
te s ta m e n ta l  and Hew T es tam en t p e r io d s .  P la to n is m  and A r i s t o t e l i a n i3 m .
G. C. B e rk o u w e r  , M an: th e  Im a g e  o f  God (G ra n d  R a p id s :  
Zerdm ans, !? 6 2 ) , p . 33.
^Chazan and S o l t i s ,  M o ra l E d u c a t io n , p .  10.
' I b i d . ,  p p . i 13— * * u - I b i d . .  ? . 9-
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An o v e rv ie w  o f  th e  b i b l i c a l  v ie w  o f  c h a r a c te r  w i l l  a ls o  be p re s e n te d  
fo r  p u rposes o f  c o m p a r is o n .
P la to n is m
P la to  sees r e a l i t y  as a d u a lis m  co m p ris e d  o f  th e  phenom enal 
w o r ld  o f  th e  senses and th e  noum enal 'w o rld  o f  th o u g h t . 7 3 e h in d  a l l  
v i s i b l e  o b je c ts  a re  e te r n a l  Id e a s , Form s, o r p a t t e r n s ,  o f  w h ich  th e  
v i s i b l e  o b je c ts  a re  b u t poor c o p ie s .  E a r t h ly  t h in g s — b e lo n g in g  to  th e  
w o r ld  o f  becom ing— change and d e c a y ; w hereas th e  Forms— b e lo n g in g  to  
th e  w o rld  o f  b e in g — a re  e te r n a l  and u n c h a n g in g .^
E p is te m o lo g y
To P la to  , t r u e  know ledge  is  th e  p ro d u c t  o f  reason  r a th e r  than
sense e x p e r ie n c e ,  fo r  know ledge  a c q u ire d  th ro u g h  th e  senses m ust a lw a y s
be u n c e r ta in  and in c o m p le te ,  b u t re a so n  is  th e  f a c u l t y  t h a t  d is c e rn s
th e  pure  s p i r i t u a l  fo rm s w h ich  a re  e t e r n a l  and c e r t a i n . "  He b e l ie v e s
th a t  a l l  know ledge  is  in n a te  in  th e  m ind , o b ta in e d  by th e  s o u l in  i t s
p r e e x is te n t  s t a t e .  A l l  le a r n in g  i s  b u t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  th e  kn ow led ge
th e  in m c r ta l  s o u l possessed in  i t s  p re v io u s  e x is t e n c e s . '  The p ro c e s s
o f  know ing  p ro cee ds  from  sense p e r c e p t io n  (w h ic h  d is c e rn s  v i s i b l e
o b je c t s ) , to  a b s t r a c t  t h in k in g  (a id e d  b y  a s tu d y  o f  m a th e m a t ic s ) , to
p e r fe c t  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  w h ich  i s  kn ow led ge  o f  th e  Forms and o f  th e  u n i t y
o
by w h ich  th e y  a re  r e la t e d  to  each o th e r  .
'P la t o ,  R e p u b lic  5 . = 0 9 -5 10 . "S tu m p f, P h i lo s o p h y , p .  61.
"G eorge F. K n e l le r  , I n t r o d u c t io n  to  th e  P h ilo s o p h y  o f  E d u c a t io n  
(Hew f o r k :  John '. f i ie y  4 Sons, *9 7 1 ) ,  p .  23-
JP la t o , Phaedo 1 2 -7 3 . " Id e m , Meno 31.
3S tu m p f, P h ilo s o p h y , p p . = 6 -6 0 ; P la t o .  P -epub lic  6 . = 0 9 -5 1 1 .
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God and th e  good
P la to n is m  p ro po un ds  an a b s o lu te  m o ra l s ta n d a r d , n o t  ro o te d  in  
th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  God, b u t in  th e  e te r n a l  Idea o f  th e  G ood, w h ic h  is  th e  
h ig h e s t  Form. P la to 's  Supreme B e in g , th e  D em iurge o r  C ra fts m a n , i s  
s u b o rd in a te  to  th e  F o rm s : he o n ly  imposes th e  Forms on p r e e x is t in g
m a t t e r ,  th u s  b r in g in g  o rd e r  o u t  o f  c h a o s . 1 He is  o n ly  an in te r m e d ia r y
betw een th e  Forms and m a t te r  , n o t th e  o r ig in  o f  th e  Forms and m a t t e r .
2
Goodness does n o t o r ig in a t e  in  h im .
A n th ro p o lo g y
P la to  sees man as a d u a lis m  o f  body and s o u l c o r re s p o n d in g  to  
th e  d u a lis m  o f  th e  phenom enal and noumenal w o r ld s .  He re g a rd s  th e  body 
as som a-sem a. th e  p r is o n -h o u s e  o f  th e  s o u l .  The body i s  n o t  ip s o  fa c to  
e v i l ,  b u t is  a b u rden  and h in d ra n c e  to  th e  s o u l .  The w is e  man c u l t i ­
v a te s  th e  s o u l so th a t  i t  m ig h t r is e  above th e  body and a t  d e a th  escape 
to  th e  w o r ld  a b o v e . '
The s o u l i t s e l f  i s  d iv id e d  in to  th re e  p a r t s :  r e a s o n ,  s p i r i t ,
4
and a p p e t i t e .  Season i s  th e  aw areness o f  g o a l o r  v a lu e ;  s p i r i t  is  th e  
d r iv e  to  a c t io n ;  a p p e t i t e  i s  th e  d e s ire  fo r  th e  t h in g s  o f  th e  b o d y ."  
Season is  th e  c h a r io t e e r ,  t r y i n g  to  c o n t r o l  th e  tw o h o rs e s  o f  s p i r i t  
and a p p e t i t e . T h u s , th e  r a t i o n a l  p a r t  o f  th e  s o u l has to  c o n t r o l  the  
i r r a t i o n a l  p a r t s ,  th e  s p i r i t  and a p p e t i t e s . 1
S tu m p f, P h i lo s o p h y , p p . 31 —33-
^ S im i la r ly ,  m a n 's  n a tu re  does n o t d e r iv e  fro m  th e  n a tu re  o f  God 
b u t from  a un ion  o f  th e  e t e r n a l  s o u l w i th  m a tte r  .
" -a d d ,  T h e o lo g y  o f  MT. p . 457 . P la to ,  S e p u b lic  4 . 439-44
" I b i d . ;  S tu m p f, P h i lo s o p h y , p . 56.
^ P la t o , Phaedrus 2 4 6 , 2 5 3 -2 5 4 . Idem , S e p u b lic  4 . 442.
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The f a l l  o f  nan and th e  n a tu re - o f  e v i l
The cause o f  e v i l  is  in h e re n t  in  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  s o u l and i t s
r e l a t io n  to  th e  b od y . The r a t i o n a l  p a r t  o f  th e  s o u l ( re a s o n )  i s  c r e ­
a te d  by th e  D e m iu rg e , whereas th e  i r r a t i o n a l  p a r ts  ( s p i r i t  and a p p e -
■t
t i t e ) , as w e l l  as th e  b o d y , a re  c re a te d  b y  th e  g o d s . ' S ince  th e  s p i r i t
and a p p e t i te s  have a te n d e n c y  to  descend to w a rd  e a r th ,  th e  s o u l has th e
2
p o t e n t ia l  f o r  e v i l  even b e fo re  i t  e n te rs  th e  b o d y .
The p e r f e c t  s o u l ,  c o n t r o l le d  by re a s o n ,  s o a rs  u pw a rd , w hereas
th e  im p e r fe c t  s o u l ,  g u id e d  by s p i r i t  and a p p e t i t e ,  lo s e s  he r w in g s ,
d ro o p s  in  f l i g h t ,  and a t  la s t  s e t t l e s  on s o l id  g round  where she f in d s  a
home and r e c e iv e s  an e a r t h ly  fra m e . ^ The s o u l " f a l l s ,'1 and th a t  i s  how
i t  ta k e s  on a b o d y . S in ce  th e  s o u l has an u n r u ly  and e v i l  n a tu re  in
i t s  i r r a t i o n a l  p a r ts  even b e fo re  i t  e n te r s  th e  b od y , th e  cause  o f  e v i l
i s  p re s e n t even in  i t s  p r e e x is te n t  s t a t e .  I t  i s  in  "h e a v e n " th a t  th e
s o u l a l t e r n a te s  be tw een  se e in g  th e  Forms and f o r g e t t in g  them — th e
b e g in n in g  o f  i t s  d e c l in e .  E v i l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  n o t a p o s i t i v e  t h i n g ,
b u t  f o r g e t f u ln e s s  o f  th e  t r u t h ,  w h ic h  causes  d e g ra d a t io n  to  e a r t h ly  
j
t h i n g s .
E n tra n c e  in t o  th e  body f u r t h e r  s t im u la t e s  th e  i r r a t i o n a l  p a r ts  
o f  th e  s o u l ,  c a u s in g  th e  reason  to  be s u b o rd in a te d  to  th e  a p p e t i t e s .  
The s o u l 's  e n tra n c e  in t o  the  b o d y , th e n ,  i s  a f u r t h e r  cause o f  d is o r d e r  
o r b reakdow n o f  th e  harm ony between th e  v a r io u s  p a r ts  o f  th e  s o u l .  The 
body exposes th e  s o u l to  s t im u l i  t h a t  d e f le c t  th e  rea son  from  tru e
Id e m , T im aeus 42. cS tu m p f, P h ilo s o p h y , p . 58.
■5 4
'P l a t o ,  P haed rus  246. S tu m p f, P h i lo s o p h y . p . 58 .
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Knowledge and p re v e n t  th e  reason  from  r e c a l l i n g  th e  t r u t h  i t  once 
knew.
At d e a th  each  im m o r ta l s o u l - w i l l  be ju d g e d  in  H ades. The
m o r a l ly  p e r fe c te d  s o u l w i l l  be a llo w e d  to  r e tu r n  to  i t s  o r i g in a l  d w e l l ­
in g  p la ce  'w ith  th e  s ta r s  ( g o d s ) ;  th e  o th e r  s o u ls ,  s t i l l  p o s s e s s in g
c h a ra c te r  w ea kne sses , w i l l  be r e in c a rn a te d  in  a n im a l b o d ie s , a c c o rd in g
■j
to  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  f a i l u r e s . "
C oncep t o f  th e  good
M ora l b e h a v io r  w i l l  show i t s e l f  in  th re e  c a r d in a l  v i r t u e s  w h ich
are  r e la te d  to  th e  th r e e  p a r ts  o f  the  s o u l .  Tem perance is  th e  v i r t u e
t h a t  c o n t r o ls  th e  a p p e t i t e s ;  c o u ra g e  is  th e  v i r t u e  t h a t  c o n t r o ls  th e
u
s p i r i t ;  wisdom is  th e  v i r t u e  t h a t  c o n t r o ls  re a s o n . *fhen th e se  th re e  
v i r t u e s  a re  a c t i v e ,  a fo u r th  is  a t t a in e d ,  n a m e ly  j u s t ic e  ( r i g h ­
te o u s n e s s ) 3 w h ich  i s  p e r fe c t  w e l l - b e in g  and in n e r  harm ony. R igh ­
te o u sn e ss  is  a c h ie v e d  when reason  r u le s  th e  s p i r i t  and a p p e t i te s  
th ro u g h  s e lf - m a s te r y  and d i s c i p l i n e ,  so t h a t  a p e rson  i s  n o t a t war 
w ith  h im s e l f  b u t i s  one ha rm o n io us  w h o le . ^
The la r g e r  c o u n te r p a r t  o f  the  s o u l ,  n am e ly  th e  s t a t e ,  o p e ra te s
I b i d . ,  p p . 5 8 -6 9 ; P la to ,  Phaedo 79.
£Idem , Laws 9 . 370 ; Hans K. L a R o n d e lle  , P e r fe c t io n  and P e r fe c ­
t io n is m  ( B e r r ie n  S p r in g s ,  M ic h . :  Andrews U n iv e r s i t y  P re ss , ’ 9 7 1 ) ,
p . 13-
' I b i d . ;  P la t o ,  T im aeus ^2 : Phaedo 3 1 -3 2 .
J Idem , R e p u b lic  3H2.
'T h e  G reek d ik a io s y n e  can be t r a n s la te d  e i t h e r  J u s t ic e  o r
r ig h te o u s n e s s . when a p p lie d  to  the  i n d i v id u a l ,  th e  l a t t e r  seems p r e f ­
e ra b le  .
"P la to  , R e p u o lic  a. *^ 3 .
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in  th e  same fa s h io n .  S o c ie ty  is  d iv id e d  in to  th re e  c la s s e s  a na lo go u s  
to  th e  p a r ts  o f  th e  s o u l :  th e  a r t i s a n s  ( a p p e t i t e )  who p ro du ce  goods
fo r  th e  s a t i s f a c t io n  o f  m a n 's  p h y s ic a l  n e e d s , th e  s o ld ie r s  ( s p i r i t )  who 
have th e  v i r t u e  o f  cou rage  to  p r o t e c t  s o c ie t y ,  and th e  r u l e r s  ( re a s o n )  
who g u id e  s o c ie ty  by t h e i r  ’w isdom . J u s t ic e  o c c u rs  when th e s e  th re e
segm ents o f  s o c ie ty  f u n c t io n  in  p e r fe c t  o r d e r ,  each f u l f i l l i n g  i t s  
a s s ig n e d  r o le  o f  r u l i n g  and b e in g  r u l e d .
C h a ra c te r  d eve lo pm e n t
M o r a l i t y  fo r  P la to  c o n s is ts  in  th e  re c o v e ry  o f  m a n 's  l o s t  in n e r
harm ony. I t  means r e v e r s in g  th e  p ro c e s s  by w h ich  re a s o n  has been o v e r ­
come b y  th e  a p p e t i te s  and th e  s t i m u l i  o f  th e  b o d y . O n ly  kn ow ledge  can 
p ro du ce  v i r t u e ,  because i t  i s  ig n o ra n c e  th a t  has p ro d u ce d  e v i l . ^  The 
way f o r  the  s o u l to  r i s e  a g a in  fro m  i t s  f a l l  i s  f o r  re a s o n  to  ta ke  
c o n t r o l  o f  s p i r i t  and a p p e t i t e  and to  re c o v e r  i t s  kn ow led ge  o f  th e
w o r ld  o f  Forms— i t s  o r i g i n  and t r u e  d e s t i n y . "  By t h i n k i n g ,  th e  s o u l
d ise n g a g e s  i t s e l f  from  th e  body and a t t a in s  to  th e  v i s io n  o f  i t s  own
d iv in e  b e in g — th e  rem em brance o f  i t s  p r e e x is te n t  d i v i n i t y . 4 O ne 's 
m o ra l d eve lo pm e n t p a r a l l e l s  h is  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a s c e n t , f o r  know ledge
i n t e n s i f i e s  h is  lo v e  fo r  T r u th ,  3 e a u ty , and G oodness. I n e v i t a b ly  h is  
b e h a v io r  w i l l  respond to  h is  expanded kn o w le d g e . Thus know ledge  is  
v i r t u e  . “
I b i d . ,  J35. “ S tu m p f, P h i lo s o p h y , p .  70.
“ I b i d . :  P la to ,  R e p u b lic  T. 5 )7 .
a
Id em , Phaedo 72 ; L a S o n d e lle ,  P e r f e c t io n , p . '2 .
“ S tu m p f, P h i lo s o p h y ,  p p . 6 1 , 7 0 -7 1 .
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Summary: P la to n is m
In P la to 's  s y s te m , th e  p h y s ic a l  w o rld  o f  body and sense i s  
i n f e r i o r  to  th e  noum enal w o r ld  o f  th e  m in d . Beyond th e  v i s i b l e  w o rld  
o f  p h y s ic a l  o b je c ts  i s  th e  e te r n a l  w o r ld  o f  th e  Id e a s  o r  Form s, o f  
w h ich  e a r t h ly  t h in g s  a re  b u t c o p ie s .  The goa l o f  l i f e  i s  f o r  th e  s o u l 
to  r e tu r n  to  i t s  p r e e x is te n t  s t a t e  o f  b e h o ld in g  th e  Form s, th e  h ig h e s t  
o f  w h ich  is  th e  Idea  o f  th e  G ood. M an 's d is o rd e re d  c o n d i t io n  is  a 
r e s u l t  o f  th e  a scen da ncy  o f  a p p e t i t e  and s p i r i t  o v e r  r e a s o n ,  a c c e le r ­
a te d  by th e  e n tra n c e  o f  th e  s o u l in t o  th e  body. E v i l  i s  fo r g e t f u ln e s s
o f  th e  Forms and o f  an u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  s o u l 's  t r u e  o r i g i n  and 
d e s t in y ,  accom pan ied  b y  an o b s e s s io n  w ith  the  p le a s u re s  o f  s e n s e . To 
r e tu r n  to  h is  h ig h e s t  s t a t e ,  man m ust b r in g  h is  a p p e t i t e s  and p a s s io n s
under th e  c o n t r o l  o f  re a s o n , sh o w in g  in  h is  l i f e  th e  c a r d in a l  v i r t u e s
o f  w isdom , te m p e ra n c e , and c o u ra g e . S ubm iss ion  to  th e  c o n t r o l  o f  re a ­
son le a d s  to  r ig h te o u s n e s s  ( j u s t i c e )  in  bo th  th e  in d i v id u a l  and s o c i­
e t y .  Through d is c ip l i n e d  t h in k in g  one ascends to  th e  kn ow led ge  o f  
T r u th ,  B e a u ty , and G oodness, w h ic h  r e s u l t s  in  a l i f e  o f  m o ra l e x c e l­
le n c e .  Thus to  P la to  c h a r a c te r  d eve lo pm e n t i s  l a r g e l y  a c o g n i t iv e  
a c t i v i t y .
A r i s t o t e l ia n is m
A r i s t o t l e  re v e rs e s  much o f  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  sys te m  o f  h is  
g re a t  te a c h e r ,  P la to ,  th u s  p r o v id in g  a c o n t r a s t in g  v ie w  o f  c h a ra c te r  
and e t h i c s .
E p is te m o lo g y
w h ile  P la to  h o ld s  t h a t  th e  i n t e l l e c t  can r e c e iv e  know ledge 
th ro u g h  th e  v e r t i c a l  a s c e n t o f  re a so n  to  th e  t ra n s c e n d e n t o rd e r  a b o ve .
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A r i s t o t l e  r o t a t e s  th e  v e r t i c a l  a x is  to  a h o r iz o n ta l  l e v e l .  He tu rn s  
from  an o t h e r - w o r ld l y ,  i d e a l i s t i c  v ie w  to  a t h i s - w o r l d l y , e m p ir ic a l  
v ie w  o f  l i f e .  In s te a d  o f  b e g in n in g  w i th  u n iv e r s a is — o f  w h ich  th e  p a r ­
t i c u la r s  a re  a " shadow "— he b e g in s  w i th  an a n a ly s is  o f  th e  p a r t i c u l a r s ,
1
from  w h ich  u n iv e r s a is  may be d is c o v e r e d . '  rfhereas P la to  d e r iv e s
in s p i r a t io n  fro m  th e  p e r fe c t  b u t s t a t i c  and l i f e l e s s  s c ie n c e  o f  m a th e ­
m a t ic s ,  A r i s t o t l e  f in d s  h is  p h i lo s o p h ic  base in  b io lo g y ,  w i t h  i t s  
im p e r fe c t  b u t  l i v i n g  and ch a n g in g  o rg a n is m s .^  A r i s t o t l e  d e n ie s  t h a t  
th e  s o u l p o sse sse s  know ledge  from  a p r e e x is t e n t  s t a t e ;  i t  b e g in s  from  a 
b la n k  c o n d i t io n  ( ta b u la  ra s a ) ,  r e c e iv in g  a l l  know ledge  from  th e  s e n s e s . 
"T h e re  is  n o th in g  in  the  i n t e l l e c t  -which was n o t e a r l i e r  in  th e
s e n s e s ." ^  Thus A r i s t o t l e  f in d s  u l t im a t e  r e a l i t y  n o t in  a t ra n s c e n d e n t 
s p i r i t u a l  o r d e r ,  b u t in  th e  e m p ir ic a l  w o r ld  o f  sense p e r c e p t io n .
A n th ro p o lo g y
a
A r i s t o t l e  sees man as a u n io n  o f  b o d y  and s o u l ,  th e  tw o  ro rm -  
in g  one s u b s ta n c e , s o u l b e in g  th e  fo rm  o f  th e  b od y . ( Form h e re  means 
more th a n  s h a p e ; i t  has in  i t  3hades o f  P la t o 's  co nce p t o f  m in d , id e a ,  
and th e  u n iv e r s a l .  But fo r  A r i s t o t l e  fo rm  is  never s e p a ra te  from  
m a t t e r . ' )  He r e je c t s  P la to 's  d u a lis m  o f  b o d y  and s o u l -which v ie w s  th e
D. Vf. H a m lyn , "E p is te m o lo g y ,  H is t o r y  o f , "  The E n c y c lo p e d ia  o f  
P h i lo s o p h y , 3 v o ls  . (1 9 6 7 ), 3-' 12.
R o b e r t  I .  watson , The G re a t P s y c h o lo g is ts  from  A r i s t o t l e  to
Freud ( P h i la d e lp h ia :  L ip p in c o t t ,  1 9 6 8 ) , p . J 1.
'B e n g t  H a g g lu n d , H is to r y  o f  T h e o lo g y  ( S t .  L o u is :  C o n c o rd ia ,
196 3 ), p p . 179—>80.
^ A r i s t o t l e ,  On th e  S o u l 2 . A13a . a—5 .
' ' f a n  C le v e  M o r r is  , P h i lo s o p h y  and  th e  A m e r ic a n  S c h o o l :  an 
I n t r o d u c t io n  t o  th e  P h ilo s o p h y  o f  E d u c a t io n  (B o s to n : H oughton M i f f l i n ,  
'9 6 1 ) ,  p .  55.
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cody as th e  p r is o n -h o u s e  o f  th e  s o u l ;  ' in s te a d  he p u ts  back to g e th e r
2
the  phenom enal and noum enal w o r ld s  t h a t  P la to  had r e n t  a su n d e r.
In  th e  e a r l i e r  P la to n ic  phase o f  h is  t h in k in g ,  A r i s t o t l e  seems
to  have th o u g h t o f  th e  nous (m in d )  as b e in g  im m o r ta l ,  in d e p e n d e n t o f
the  body, and s u r v iv in g  i t .  3 u t as he b ro k e  away from  P la to ,  he saw
the s o u l as c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  b o d y , h a v in g  no p r e e x is te n t  s ta te  o r
im m o rta l e x is te n c e  a f t e r  d e a th . When th e  body d ie s ,  th e  s o u l ceases to
e x i s t . "  Thus he s im p l i f ie d  P la to 's  a n th ro p o lo g y ,  p u t t in g  h is  own on a
more n a t u r a l i s t i c ,  s c i e n t i f i c  b a s e . 3 u t what he g a in e d  in  s i m p l i c i t y
he lo s t  w i th  re g a rd  to  m eaning fo r  human e x is te n c e .  Human l i f e  has no
fu tu r e  beyond t h i s  o n e .
For A r i s t o t l e , th e  s o u l i s  what g iv e s  th e  body i t s  e s s e n t ia l
c h a r a c te r ,  e n te le c n y , w h ich  i s  th e  f u l l e s t  r e a l i z a t i o n ,  th e  c o m p le te
4
e x p re s s io n ,  o f  i t s  f u n c t io n .  The human s o u l has th re e  c a p a c i t ie s :  
l i v i n g ,  s e n s in g ,  and t h in k in g .  The f i r s t  tw o  fu n c t io n s  a re  sh a red  w i th
o th e r  fo rm s  o f  l i f e ,  b u t th e  l a s t  is  u n iq u e  to  m an .v The mo3t
5
im p o r ta n t  f u n c t io n  o f  th e  s o u l is  to  engage in  r a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y .
The n a tu re  o f  e v i l  i n  man
To A r i s t o t l e ,  e v i l  e x is t s  p o t e n t i a l l y  in  th e  s o u i o f  man 3in c e  
the  s o u l i s  made up o f  i r r a t i o n a l  as w e l l  as r a t i o n a l  p a r ts .  Season, 
th e  r a t i o n a l  p a r t ,  i s  good; b u t th e  v e g e ta t iv e  and a p p e t i t iv e  p a r ts  
w hich  do th e  l i v i n g  and s e n s in g  (he nce  d e s i r in g )  a re  i r r a t i o n a l  and
S tu m p f, P h ilo s o p h y . p . 104. M o r r i s ,  P h ilo s o p h y , p . 55.
'  4
"'W atson, G re a t P s y c h o lo g is ts , p . c 2 . I b i d . ,  p . c l .
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g e n e r a l ly  r e s i s t  and oppose re a s o n . The a p p e t i t i v e  p a r t  o f  th e  s o u l
is  e s p e c ia l ly  in c l in e d  to  e v i l ,  r e a c t in g  to  t h in g s  and p e rso n s  e i t h e r
w i th  c o n c u p is c e n t o r  i r a s c i b l e  p a s s io n s . The c o n c u p is c e n t p a s s io n
d e s ire s  pe rsons and t h in g s ,  whereas th e  i r a s c i b l e  p a s s io n  w ants to
a v o id  o r d e s t r o y  th e m .^  The c o n f l i c t  be tw een  th e  r a t i o n a l  and
i r r a t i o n a l  e le m e n ts  in  man is  what r a is e s  th e  p ro b le m s  and s u b je c t
«
m a tte r  o f  m o r a l i t y . '
E t h ic s  and th e  good
In  A r i s t o t l e ' s  s y s te m , good is  d e f in e d  as th e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f
a
th e  purpose fo r  w h ich  each th in g  e x is t s .  From h is  o b s e rv a t io n  o f  
d e s ig n  and pu rpose  in  n a tu re  ( le a v e s  grow  to  p r o te c t  f r u i t ,  r o o ts
s t r i k e  down r a th e r  th a n  up to- n o u r is h  th e  p la n t )  , he d e r iv e d  h is  d oc ­
t r i n e  th a t  in  a l l  t h in g s ,  in c lu d in g  man, i s  im p la n te d  a dynam ic p r in ­
c ip le  w h ich  p ro p e ls  them to  th e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e i r  n a tu r a l  d e s t i n y . '  
A l l  o f  n a tu re  is  s t r i v i n g  tow ard  th e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  i t s  p a r t i c u la r
p u rp o s e s , as, fo r  in s t a n c e ,  becom ing a p e r fe c t  t r e e ,  o r a p e r f e c t ly  
5
good man .
I f  t h i s  i s  s o , th e  q u e s t io n  fo r  e th ic s  i s , w hat i s  th e  good a t 
which human b e h a v io r  a im s?  P la to  had d e f in e d  i t  as so m e th in g  e x te r n a l
to  man, th e  Idea o f  th e  G ood. For A r i s t o t l e ,  th e  p r i n c ip le  o f  good and
r ig h t  was inbed de d  w i t h in  man; h en ce , i t  c o u ld  be d is c o v e re d  by
A r i s t o t l e .  M icnom ach ian  E th ic s  1. 11023 - * 1C2*3.
“ S tu m p f, P h i lo s o p h y . ? . '0 8 . ' I b i d . ,  ? .  '0 7 .
^ A r i s t o t l e ,  E th ic s  1. 10943 , '0 9 8 a ; D av id  H oss, A r i s t o t l e  (Lon­
don: Methuen 4 C o ., * 9 ^ 9 ) .  ? • ’ 92.
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s tu d y in g  th e  e s s e n t ia l  n a tu re  o f  nan and c o u ld  be a t ta in e d  th ro u g h  h is  
a c tu a l b e h a v io r  in  d a i l y  l i f e . 1 To d is c o v e r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  n a n 's  
e x is t e n c e ,  he e ndeavo red  to  d e te rm in e  what was u n iq u e  a b o u t man.
Growth and r e p r o d u c t io n  nan shares  w i th  p la n t s  and a n im a ls ;  s e n s a t io n
o
he s h a re s  w i th  a n im a ls . “  What is  u n iq u e  a b o u t man is  h is  r a t i o n a l i t y .  
I f  th e  fu n c t io n  o f  man is  an a c t i v i t y  o f  s o u l w h ich  fo l lo w s  r a t i o n a l  
p r i n c i p l e ,  th e n  th e  human good tu rn s  o u t to  be a c t i v i t y  o f  s o u l in  
a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  v i r t u e . " ^  The f i n a l  g o a l o f  human e x is te n c e  and o f  a l l  
human p u r s u i t s  A r i s t o t l e  th o u g h t to  be h a p p in e s s  ( e u d ae m o n ia ) , tn e  
p e r fe c t io n  o f  th e  human m e ta p h y s ic a l n a tu r e ,  th e  f u l l  u n fo ld in g  o f  
m a n 's  p o t e n t i a l . ^  A r i s t o t l e  p e r s o n a l ly  th o u g h t  t h a t  th e  g r e a te s t  hap­
p in e s s  t h a t  c o u ld  cane to  human b e in g s  was th e  c o n te m p la t io n  o f  t r u t h ,
5
e n g a g in g  in  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  r e f l e c t i o n .
S in c e  v i r t u e  is  a key  word in  A r i s t o t l e ' s  c o n c e p t o f  th e  h ig h ­
e s t  g oo d , i t  becomes n e c e s s a ry  to  d e f in e  i t  f u r t h e r .  To h im  i t  means
th e  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  a p p e t i te s  and p a s s io n s  by rea son  w h ich  p u rs u e s  th e  
g o ld e n  mean betw een th e  tw o ex trem es o f  e i t h e r  d e f ic ie n c y  o r  e x c e s s . 
For e x a m p le , g e n e r o s i ty  is  th e  mean be tw een  s t in g in e s s  on th e  one hand
and e x tra v a g a n c e  on th e  o th e r .  Tem perance i s  th e  mean be tw een  a s c e t i ­
c is m  and o v e r - in d u lg e n c e .  Courage i s  th e  mean betw een c o w a rd l in e s s  and 
ra s h n e s s . Good tem per is  th e  mean be tw een  a p a th y  and i r a s c i b i l i t y .  
( A r i s t o t l e  re c o g n iz e s  t h a t  e v i l s  such  as e n v y , a d u l t e r y ,  t h e f t ,  and
I b i d . ,  p . 105. “ H o ss , A r i s t o t l e ,  p . ’ 91>
'A r i s t o t l e  , e t h ic s  1. -097a - i0 9 8 a . J I b id .
'Id e m , P h y s ic a  7 . 3- 246a ; L a R o n d e lle ,  P e r fe c t io n ,  p .  ia .
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m urder are  a lw a ys  -wrong in  any d e g re e . ' )  The c a r d in a l  m o ra l v i r t u e s
. . „ 2a re  c o u ra g e , te m p e ra n c e , j u s t i c e ,  and w isdom .
C h a ra c te r  d e ve lo p m e n t
S in c e  th e  m ind o f  man b e g in s  as an em pty t a b l e t ,  goodness o f
c h a ra c te r  is  n e i t h e r  n a tu r a l  no r u n n a t u r a l ; he s t a r t s  w ith  a c a p a c it y  
fo r  i t ,  b u t i t  m ust be d e v e lo p e d .^  G oodness in  man is  o n ly  p o t e n t ia l ;  
i t  does n o t d e v e lo p  n a t u r a l l y  as an a c o rn  g row s in t o  a t r e e .  To move 
from  th e  p o t e n t ia l  to  th e  a c t u a l ,  man m ust know what he must d o , d e l i b -
4
e ra te  over i t ,  and th e n  choose to  do i t .  U n lik e  P la to ,  who assumes
th a t  to  know th e  good is  to  do th e  g o o d , A r i s t o t l e  3ees th a t  th e r e  m ust
be c h o ic e  and a c t io n  as w e l l  as k n o w le d g e . 3
A r i s t o t l e  sees th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  r i g h t  h a b it  fo rm a t io n  b e g in -
5
n in g  from  y o u th .  M o ra l v i r t u e  comes th ro u g h  h a b it  and e x e r c is e .
" J u s t  as men become b u i ld e r s  by b u i ld in g  and ly r e - p la y e r s  by p la y in g
th e  l y r e ,  so to o  we become j u s t  by d o in g  j u s t  a c t s ,  te m p e ra te  by d o in g
te m p e ra te  a c t s ,  b ra v e  by d o in g  b ra v e  a c t s . " *  M o r a l i t y  has to  do w ith
d e v e lo p in g  h a b i t s ,  th e  h a b it s  o f  r i g h t  t h in k in g ,  r i g h t  c h o ic e ,  and 
3
r i g h t  b e h a v io r .  - t  i s  n o t enough to  know th e  good; one m ust d£ i t .
The r o le  o f  "G odn in  c h a r a c te r  d e v e lo p m e n t
A r i s t o t l e  i s  in te r e s te d  in  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  change from  p o te n ­
t i a l i t y  to  a c t u a l i t y .  E v e ry th in g  i s  m ov ing  to w a rd  th e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  
i t s  p u rp o s e , i t s  e n te le c h y .  S in ce  c h a r a c te r  d e ve lo p m e n t is  one ty p e  o f
I b i d .  1107a . “ S tu m p f, P h ilo s o p h y , p .  *10 .
■3 4
'R o s s , A r i s t o t l e . ? . '9 2 .  S tu m p f. P h i lo s o p h y , ? . 109-
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n o t io n  to w a rd  a g o a l,  i t  is  r e le v a n t  he re  to  r e v ie w  A r i s t o t l e ' s  th e o ry
o i' th e  u l t im a t e  cause o f  change— th e  F i r s t ,  o r  Unmoved, M o ve r.
A r i s t o t l e  re a s o n s  t h a t  beyond the  c h a in  o f  cause  and e f f e c t
th e re  m ust be a F i r s t  C ause; b e h in d  a l l  m o tio n  th e r e  m ust be a F i r s t
M o ve r. H is  co n ce p t o f  a p e r f e c t ,  a b s o lu te ,  t r a n s c e n d e n t  3 e in g  le a d s
*
him  to  d e s c r ib e  the  F i r s t  Mover as e t e r n a l ,  s i n g le ,  and im p a s s ib le .
The F i r s t  M over, n o t b e in g  moved by a n y th in g  o th e r  th a n  i t s e l f ,  ca n n o t
t h in k  o f  le s s e r  t h in g s .  S in c e  p h y s ic a l a c t i v i t y  i s  e x c lu d e d , he
a s c r ib e s  to  i t  o n ly  m e n ta l a c t i v i t y  o f  th e  k in d  w h ic h  in v o lv e s  no p ro -
2
cess o r ch a n g e , b u t o n ly  d i r e c t ,  i n t u i t i v e  k n o w le d g e . Such kn ow led ge , 
n o t  d e p e n d e n t on sense and im a g in a t io n  as in  m an, m ust be o f  th a t  w h ich
i s  b e s t ;  and th a t  w h ich  i s  b e s t  i s  God, The o b je c t  o f  h is  know ledge is
th e r e fo r e  h im s e l f . '5 A r i s t o t l e  d e n ie s  to  God any k n o w le d g e  o f  change o r 
o f  e v i l  so th a t  th e  r e s u l t  i s  " th e  im p o s s ib le  and b a r re n  id e a l  o f  a 
kn ow led ge  w ith  no o b je c t  b u t i t s e l f . 1,4 S in c e  t h i s  Unmoved Mover does 
n o t know th e  w o r ld ,  and s in c e  he i s  n o t a p h y s ic a l  a g e n t ,  he ca n n o t 
move th e  w o r ld  d i r e c t l y .  He moves i t  by b e in g  th e  o b je c t  o f  i t s  lo v e  
and d e s ir e  fo r  h im . To e x p la in  how an Unmoved M over can cause m o t io n , 
A r i s t o t l e  uses th e  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  a lo v e r  who moves th e  b e lo ve d  ju s t  
by b e in g  th e  o b je c t  o f  lo v e ,  i . e . ,  by th e  power o f  a t t r a c t i o n ,  n o t by 
fo rc e  . J
I t  can be s e e n , t h e n ,  t h a t  A r i s t o t l e ' s  "G od " has no conce rn  fo r  
th e  w o r ld ;  th e re  i s  no c o n c e p t ~ f  d iv in e  p ro v id e n c e  o r  o f  th e  God whom
‘ R oss, A r i s t o t l e . p .  9^- ^ T b id . ,  p .  ' 8 2 .
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men w o rs h ip  and fhom whom th e y  seek h e l p . 1 H is  in t e r e s t  in  th e  Unmoved 
Mover is  o n ly  to  e x p la in  m o tio n  and ch a n g e , n o t to  p ro v id e  an em bod i­
ment o f  th e  Good.
Thus A r i s t o t l e ' s  "G od" has no d i r e c t  in f lu e n c e  on c h a r a c te r  
e i t h e r  as a m odel o r an em pow ering  a g e n t.  C h a ra c te r  d e v e lo p m e n t i s  a 
p u r e ly  human e n te r p r is e  in  w h ich  man a c tu a l iz e s  th e  p o t e n t ia l  w i t h in  
h im s e l f  by  h is  own re a s o n , c h o ic e ,  and a c t io n .
Summary: A r i s t o t e l ia n is m
A r i s t o t l e  r e je c t s  th e  c o n c e p t o f  a w o r ld  o f  m ind  and a c c e p ts  as 
r e a l i t y  o n ly  th e  w o r ld  o f  3 e n s e , u n d e rs to o d  by th e  e m p ir ic a l  m e th od . 
To h im , man i s  a u n io n  o f  body and s o u l w h ich  e x is t s  and ceases to  
e x is t  to g e th e r .  He does n o t  b e l ie v e  in  an e te r n a l  s o u l .  S o u l,  as he 
u n d e rs ta n d s  i t ,  i s  w hat g iv e s  th e  body i t s  fu n c t io n  and u l t im a t e  g o a l—  
to  engage in  r a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y .
E v i l  in  man is  caused by th e  i r r a t i o n a l  p a r ts  o f  th e  s o u l ,  th e  
p a s s io n s  and a p p e t i t e s ,  w h ich  r e s i s t  th e  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  r a t i o n a l  p a r t .  
M o r a l i t y  is  a c h ie v e d  by p u t t in g  re a s o n  in  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  p a s s io n s ;  by 
a v o id in g  what is  u n la w fu l ,  such as m u rd e r , t h e f t ,  and a d u l t e r y ,  w h ile  
ta k in g  a m id d le  c o u rs e  betw een e x tre m e s  in  wnat i3 l a w f u l ;  and by c u l ­
t i v a t i n g  th e  c a r d in a l  v i r t u e s  o f  te m p e ra n ce , c o u ra g e , j u s t i c e ,  and 
w isdom . A r i s t o t l e  goes beyond P la t o 's  d ic tu m  th a t  kn ow led ge  i s  v i r t u e :  
know ledge  m ust be im p lem en te d  b y  r i g h t  c h o ic e ,  r i g h t  a c t io n ,  and r i g h t  
h a b it  fo rm a t io n .  To him  c h a ra c te r  d e ve lo p m e n t is  n o t o n ly  a c o g n i t iv e  
a c t i v i t y ,  b u t a b e h a v io r a l  o n e .
A r i s t o t l e  knows no p e rs o n a l God who a s s is t s  man in  o ve rco m in g
George F. Thomas, R e l ig io u s  P h ilo s o p h ie s  o f  th e  West [Mew 
'fo rk :  S c r ib n e r ,  [9 6 5 ) ,  pp . 3 6 -3 7 .
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e v i l  , b u t o n ly  an im p e rs o n a l Unmoved M over who a t t r a c t s  m o tio n  to w a rd  
h im s e l f .  For h im  c h a r a c te r  d e ve lo p m e n t i s  a human endeavor a c h ie v e d  by 
re a so n  , th e  'w i l l  , and b e h a v io r  .
The B i b l i c a l  C o n ce p t o f  C h a ra c te r  
The b i b l i c a l  co n c e p t o f  c h a r a c te r  d i f f e r s  s h a rp ly  from  much o f  
th e  re a s o n in g  o f  th e  G reek p h i lo s o p h e r s .
A n th ro p o lo g y
3 i o l i c a l  a n th ro p o lo g y  b e g in s  in  th e o lo g y ,  in  th e  a c t i v i t y  o f  
th e  C re a to r  God. W h ile  th e  G reeks a s s ig n  an im p e rs o n a l r o le  to  th e  
Supreme B e in g , th e  Hebrews d e s c r ib e  a p e rs o n a l God 'who t h in k s ,  w i l l s ,  
and g e ts  in v o lv e d  w i th  H is  c r e a t io n .  In  c o n t r a s t  to  p h i lo s o p h y .  S c r ip ­
t u r e  is  n e v e r in t e r e s te d  in  e x p la in in g  e i t h e r  th e  b e ing  o r n a tu re  o f
God as He i s  in  H im s e lf :  r a t h e r ,  i t  r e v e a ls  Him in  H is  a c t io n s  as He
1
e n te rs  in t o  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  H is  c r e a t u r e s . '  He i 3 n o t an a b s t r a c t ,  
im p e rs o n a l p o w e r, o r an u n c o n s c io u s  l i f e —fo r c e ,  b u t a c r e a t in g  P erson  
w ith  th e  power to  m old m an 's p h y s ic a l  b e in g  and th e  w i l l  to  demand h is  
su b m is s io n  in  th e  c o n c re te  d e t a i l s  o f  d a i l y  l i f e . ^
The c r e a t io n  s t o r y ,  a lm o s t n a iv e  in  i t s  s im p l i c i t y ,  i s  f u l l  o f  
p ro fo u n d  t h e o lo g ic a l  im p l ic a t io n s ,  th e  lo s s  o r  d e n ia l  o f  w h ich  has 
c re a te d  s e r io u s  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  d ile m m a s . F i r s t ,  man was c re a te d  "g o o d "  
w ith  no f la w s  in  h is  n a tu re .  Hot o n ly  s o ,  b u t  th e  p h y s ic a l  w o r ld ,  w i t h  
i t s  p r o v is io n  fo r  th e  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  senses and a p p e t i t e , God
L o u is  3 e r k h o f ,  S y s te m a tic  T h e o lo g y  ;G rand S a p id s : Ferdm ans ,
*9 6 4 ) , p .  4 1 ; L a R o n d e lle ,  P e r f e c t io n , p . 6 3.
“ W a lte r  F ic h r o d t ,  T h e o lo g y  o f  th e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t, t r a n s . J. A. 
3 a k e r , 2 v o ls  . ( P h i la d e lp h ia :  W e s tm in s te r  P re s s , (961. 1 9 6 7 ), 1 :2 0 6 ,
209.
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d e c la re d  to  be " v e r y  good”  (Gen i :3 1 ) -  Even s e x u a l i t y ,  th e  s o u rc e  o f
n a n 's  g re a te s t  m o ra l c o n f l i c t s ,  was o rd a in e d  by God ( v v .  22, 2 8 ) .
Second, e v i l  is  n o t a p e rm a ne n t p a r t  o f  e x is te n c e ,  caused  by d e fe c t iv e  
" i r r a t i o n a l  p a r t s ”  o f  s o u l o r  b o d y , b u t  i s  a te m p o ra ry  in t r u d e r  
( 3 : I f f . )  u l t im a t e l y  to  be d e s tro y e d  (Rev 2 1 : 4 ) .  T h i r d ,  man’ s n a tu re  is  
a u n i t y  (Gen 2 :7 )  r a t h e r  th a n  a d u a l i t y  o f  tw o  d i f f e r e n t  e le m e n ts  mov­
in g  a lo n g  p a r a l l e l  l i n e s  n o t  r e a l l y  u n ite d  to  fo rm  a s in g le  o rg a n is m .
The p ro fo u n d e s t  s ta te m e n t a b o u t man i s  t h a t  he was c re a te d  in  
th e  image o f  God (Gen 1 :2 6 ) ,  b e a r in g  a l ik e n e s s  to  Him as a son to  a 
fa th e r  ( c f .  5 : 1 - 3 ) ,  to  l i v e  in  a fa th e r - s o n  r e la t io n s h ip  w i th  H im .^  
The mode o f  m an 's  c r e a t io n  a ls o  c o n ta in s  an in t im a t io n  o f  d iv in e -h u m a n  
c lo s e n e s s . God b re a th e d  in t o  h im  th e  s p i r i t  o f  l i f e  ( 2 :7 )  as Jesus 
b re a th e d  the  S p i r i t  i n t o  H is  d is c ip le s  (Jn  2 0 :2 2 ) .  Han was made to  be 
in d w e lt  by th e  S p i r i t  o f  God.
The c o n c e p t t h a t  man was c re a te d  fo r  f e l lo w s h ip  w i th  God is  
i m p l i c i t  in  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  S a b b a th . The r e s t i n g ,  b le s s in g ,  and
s a n c t i f y in g  o f  th e  C re a to r  a re  a l l  a c ts  o f  th e  c o m m u n io n -se e k in g  c o v e -
7
n a n t God to  b r in g  man in t o  f e l lo w s h ip  w ith  h is  r a th e r  G o d . ' The Sab­
b a th  was g iv e n  to  man as a day to  r e s t  from  h is  la b o rs  (Ex 2 0 :1 0 )  in
o rd e r  th a t  he m ig h t ta k e  d e l ig h t  in  th e  Lord  ( I s a  5 8 :1 3 - 1 4 ) ,  w o rs h ip  
Him ( 6 6 :2 3 ) .  and know t h a t  " I  am th e  Lord  yo u r God”  (E zek 2 0 :2 0 ) .  Thus
th e  Sabbath p re v e n ts  man from  s e e k in g  h is  d ig n i t y  in  h im s e l f  o r in
a
n a tu r e ,  b u t in  h is  r e la t io n s h ip  to  h is  r a th e r  God.
3 e r k h o f ,  S y s te m a t ic  T h e o lo g y , p .  '9 2 .
2
L a R o n d e ile , P e r f e c t io n , p . o2.
“ I b i d . ,  p . 70. J I b i d . ,  p . ’ 4.
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M an 's f a l l e n  c o n d i t io n
The o r i g in  and e x is te n c e  o f  e v i l  have a lw a y s  c o n s t i t u te d  a deep 
p h i lo s o p h ic a l  p ro b le m . The B ib le  r e v e a ls  t h a t  God c a n n o t be re g a rd e d  
as th e  a u th o r  o f  s in  (D t 3 2 :4 ; Jas 1 :1 3 ) .  He c re a te d  th e  w o r ld  and man 
as good (Gen 1 : 3 1 ) .  S in  began as a v o lu n ta r y  a c t ,  th e  v io la t i o n  o f  a 
d i r e c t  command ( 2 : 1 7 ;  3 : 6 ) .  M an 's  a c t  o f  f l a u n t i n g  G o d 's  w i l l  r e v e a ls  
th a t  he was c re a te d  w i th  freedom  to  make h is  own d e c is io n s :  i . e . ,  he 
was n o t d e te rm in e d  .
The n a tu re  o f  s in  i s  th e  d e s ire  fo r  a u to n o m y , to  be god w ith o u t
God (Gen 3 : 5 ) ,  o r god in  o p p o s i t io n  to  God ( Is a  1 4 : 1 3 - 1 4 ) .  S ince  man
was n o t c re a te d  as an autonom ous b e in g  b u t as d e p e n d e n t upon God fo r
l i f e  (Gen 2 :7 ) ,  s u s te n a n c e  ( 1 :2 9 ) ,  and m e a n in g fu l r e la t io n s h ip s  on th e
d iv in e  and human le v e l  (as  seen in  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  th e  woman and the
S a b b a th ) , h is  d e s ir e  fo r  au tonom y c o u ld  le a d  o n ly  to  d is in t e g r a t io n  and
d e a th .  F i r s t  th e r e  was a breakdow n o f  th e  d iv in e -h u m a n  r e la t io n s h ip
(3 :8 )  fo l lo w e d  b y  a b reakdow n on th e  in te rh u m a n  l e v e l  (3 :1 2 ;  4 : 3 ) .  S in
a ls o  le d  to  d is in t e g r a t i o n  o f  th e  p e r s o n a l i t y  (Rom 7 : l 5 f f . ) :
Man, in  h is  r e b e l l i o n ,  p r e c is e ly  in  h is  in s is te n c e  on autonom y, is  
in  in e s c a p a b le  and d ee pse a ted  c o n f l i c t  w i th  h im s e l f ,  w ith  h is
. . . t r u e  h u m a n ity  . . . .  F o rm a n  as s in n e r  i s  a l ie n a te d  n o t o n ly
from  God b u t a ls o  from  h im s e l f .
S in ,  th e n ,  i s  n o t so m e th in g  p a s s iv e ,  s u ch  as a n a tu r a l  a t t r i ­
b u te  o f  m an 's  p s y c h ic a l  o r  p h y s ic a l  n a tu r e ;  i t  i s  n o t ig n o ra n c e  o f  th e
o
Form s, o r d e v ia t io n  fhom them o r f a i l u r e  to  a c t u a l iz e  o n e 's  p o t e n t i a l . “  
I t  is  th e  r e s u l t  o f  a f r e e  b u t  e v i l  c h o ic e  o f  man (Gen 3 :1 - 6 ) .  The 
p re d o m in a n t c o n c e p t o f  th e  n a tu re  o f  3i n  in  th e  3 ib le  is  th a t  o f
B e rkouw er , Man: Im age o f  G od, p .  65.
“ B e rk h o f ,  S y s te m a t ic  T h e o lo g y , pp . 2 2 8 -2 2 9 ; 2e V r ie s ,  " S in . "
p . 361.
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p e rs o n a l a l ie n a t io n  from  God, a d r e a d fu l  e s tra n g e m e n t from  th e  s o le
t
so u rce  o f  w e l l - b e in g .  ' S in i s  more th a n  v io la t i o n  o f  th e  la w  (1 Jn
2 :4 ) :  i t  i s  d is o b e d ie n c e  to  th e  L a w g iv e r ,  r e b e l l i o n  a g a in s t  th e  Person
o
o f  God ( I s a  1 :2 , 4 ; Hos 7 :1 3 : Je r 1 4 :2 0 ; ?s 5 1 : 4 ) . “  I t  i s  n o t  j u s t
b re a k in g  a m o ra l c o d e , b u t b re a k in g  th e  h e a r t  o f  God (Hos 1 1 :7 - 8 ) .
S in ,  th e n ,  i s  a b re a k in g  o f  th e  r e la t io n s h ip s  in t o  w h ic h  man
was c r e a t e d . I t  i s  th e  d e s ir e  o f  th e  c r e a tu r e  to  be autonom ous -when he
was c re a te d  to  be theonom ous, to  be in d e p e n d e n t when he was made to  be 
d e p e n d e n t. S in  i s  a te a r in g  a p a r t  o f  th e  oneness in t o  w h ich  man was 
c r e a te d ,  oneness w i th  th e  d iv in e  and th e  human. Man in  h is  s tu b b o rn  
au tonom y i s  l e f t  in  lo n e ly  i s o l a t i o n ,  c o n s c io u s  o f  v a s t e m p tin e s s e s
w i t h in  h im s e l f .
The b i b l i c a l  c o n c e p t o f  goodness
The b i b l i c a l  c o n c e p t fo r  goodness i s  e xp re sse d  by th e  word 
r ig h te o u s n e s s , sedeq in  Hebrew and d ik a io s y n e  in  th e  G reek. R ig h te o u s ­
ness as u n d e rs to o d  in  th e  Old T e s ta m e n t i s  a th o ro u g h ly  H e b ra ic  con­
c e p t ,  f o r e ig n  to  th e  W este rn  m ind  and a t  v a r ia n c e  w i th  th e  common
u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  t e r m . "  The H ebrew  r e l ig io u s  e x p e r ie n c e  d i f f e r e d  
fu n d a m e n ta l ly  from  a l l  th e  c o n te m p o ra ry  non-H ebrew  r e l i g io n s  and p h i­
lo s o p h ie s .  J R ig h te o u s n e s s  in  th e  B ib le  does n o t mean b e h a v io r  in  
a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  an e t h i c a l ,  l e g a l ,  r a t i o n a l ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  o r  s p i r i t u a l  
n o rm , o r  c o n d u c t d ic t a te d  by human n a tu r e ,  o r  im p a r t ia l  m in i s t r y  to
'De V r ie s ,  " S in , "  pp . 2 6 1 -3 6 2 .
“ la R o n d e l le ,  P e r f e c t io n . p .  4 7 .
'E l iz a b e t h  R. A c h te m e ie r , "R ig h te o u s n e s s  in  th e  0 7 . "  IDB 4 ; 3c . 
^ L a R c n d e lle  , P e r f e c t io n . p .  28.
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o n e 's  f e l lo w  men, o r  g iv in g  e v e ry  man h is  j u s t  h u e . ' I t  is  n o t an
in n a te  human q u a l i t y  as th e  G reeks t h o u g h t o r  th e  r e s u l t  o f  con­
s i s t e n t  lo g ic a l  t h in k in g ,  o r  harm ony w i th  an a b s t r a c t  p o s tu la te — " th e  
Id e a  o f  th e  G ood”  ( P l a t o ) ,  o r  h a rm o n y  w i t h  th e  n a t u r a l  o r d e r
-j
( A r i s t o t l e ) . -  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  th e  r ig h te o u s n e s s  o f  Yahweh c o n s is ts  n o t in  
a c t io n  co nso na n t w i th  H is  in n e r  n a tu r e ,  o r in  w orks  w h ich  c o n fo rm  to  
some norm o r s ta n d a rd  o f  r i g h t  o u ts id e  and above H im ; i t  i s  n o t a d is ­
t r i b u t i v e  j u s t i c e  w h ic h  re w a rd s  good and p u n is h e s  e v i l  as d e f in e d  by 
la w . a
R ig h te o u s n e s s  in  th e  Old T e s ta m e n t i s  th e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  th e
demands o f  a r e l a t io n s h ip ,  w h e th e r t h a t  r e la t io n s h ip  be w i th  men o r 
•w ith  God . 3 When man o r God f u l f i l l s  th e  c o n d i t io n s  imposed upon him  by 
a r e la t io n s h ip ,  he i s  in  O ld T es tam en t te rm s ,  r ig h t e o u s . ^
The r e la t io n s h ip  between God and H i3 p e o p le  in  th e  O ld T e s ta ­
m ent is  o f te n  d e s c r ib e d  as a c o v e n a n t. The co v e n a n t w i th  I s r a e l  was 
based on G od 's  e le c t io n  o f  Abraham and h is  d e s c e n d a n ts  (Gen 1 2 :2 ) ,  on 
H is  s a lv a t io n  o f  I s r a e l  from  E g y p t ia n  bondage (Ex 2 0 :2 )  , and on H is  
la w s  'which He commanded I s r a e l  to  keep (Ex 1 9 :5 ; Dt a: 13) .  Yahweh's 
r ig h te o u s n e s s  i s  H is  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  th e  c o v e n a n t w h ich  He has made w i th  
H is  chosen n a t io n  (Neh 9 :7 - 8 ;  Ps 1 0 3 :1 7 -1 8 ; 1 1 1 :3 , 5; Zech 8 : 3 ) . '  The 
d iv in e  a c t io n s  a re  c h a r a c te r iz e d  as p e r f e c t  (D t 3 2 :4 ) because th e y  a re
'E . A c h te m e ie r , "R ig h te o u s n e s s  in  0 T , "  p . 30.
^Ladd , T h e o lo g y  o f  0 T , p .  439. “ L a R o n d e lle .  P e r f e c t io n . p . 38.
JZ . A c h te m e ie r ,  "R ig h te o u s n e s s  in  Q T ," p . 32.
' I b i d . ,  p . SO; Ladd , T h e o lo g y  o f  NT. p . 440 ; E ic h r o d t , T h e o lo g y  
o f  QT. 1 :2 4 0 .
3I .  A c h te m e ie r ,  "R ig h te o u s n e s s  in  0 T , "  p . SO. I b i d . .  p . 32.
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a l l  in t e n t  upon th e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  H is  co ven an t p ro m is e s  and on G od 's  
be ing  f a i t h f u l  to  th e  o b l ig a t io n s  He has ta ken  upon H im s e lf  in  th e  
co ven an t w ith  I s r a e l  (D t 7 :9 ,  ' 2 ) .  The v e ry  name Yahweh, in  th e  con ­
te x t  o f  Ex 3, is  th e  a s s u ra n c e  o f  H is  p re sen ce  w i th  th e  c o v e n a n t 
p e o p le . c The name is  n o t l i k e  E lo h im , w h ich  e x p re s s e s  God as essen ­
t i a l ,  m a n ifo ld  p o w e r; i t  i s  a word th a t  e x p re s s e s , r a t h e r ,  r e l a t i o n :
•j
E lo h im  in  r e l a t io n  to  I s r a e l  is  Y a hw e h ." 3o fa h w e h , m  th e  c o n te x t  o f  
Ex 3, c a r r ie s  t h i s  t h e o lo g ic a l  s ig n i f i c a n c e :  I  am f a i t h f u l  to  My
p ro m is e ; I  am th e  R e l ia b le  Cne on whom you can c o u n t ; I  w i l l  n o t f a i l  
yo u ; I  w i l l  be w i th  y o u . Now I  am g o in g  to  f u l f i l l  My c o v e n a n t p ro m is e  
(Ex 3 : 12; c f .  6 :5 ;  Dt 31 = 8 ) . 4
The c h a r a c te r  o f  God is  o f te n  e xp resse d  by th e  w ords  > em eth and 
hese d , f a i t h f u ln e s s  and c o v e n a n t lo v e .  >Em eth does n o t p r im a r i l y
d e s c r ib e  God in  H im s e lf  b u t th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  G o d 's  a c ts  in  d e a l in g  ’w ith  
H is  p e o p le .  >Em eth is  o f te n  c o u p le d  w i t h  hesed w h ic h  d e s ig n a te s  God’ s 
l o y a l t y  in  f u l f i l l i n g  H is  p ro m is e s  and H is  c o v e n a n t . 5 T h is  is  H is  
r ig h te o u s n e s s .
The r ig h te o u s n e s s  o f  G od 's  p e o p le  is  a c o r re s p o n d in g  f a i t h ­
fu ln e s s  to  Yahweh and H is  c o v e n a n t as shown th ro u g h  o b e d ie n c e  to  th e
" -a R o n d e lle  , P e r f e c t io n , p .  JO.
^ I m p l i c i t  in  th e  d iv in e  co v e n a n t name is  th e  sense  o f  con­
s ta n c y . The im p e r fe c t  te n s e  e x p re s s e s  c o n t i n u i t y — th e  e te r n a l  con­
s ta n c y  o f  th e  c o v e n a n t God w h ic h  s ta n d s  ove r a g a in s t  th e  f ic k le n e s s  o f  
I s r a e l .  Abba, "Y ah w eh ,'' p .  327 .
"A . 3. Ih v id s o n .  The T h e o lo g y  o f  th e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t (Mew Y o rk :
S c r ib n e r ,  1 9 0 6 ), p . 56.
u
la  R o n d e lle ,  P e r f e c t io n , p p . J 1 -J 2 .
'L a cd  , T h e o lo g y  o f  MT, p .  265 .
Reproduced with permission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout permission.
c o ve n a n t law  .'D t 5 : 2 4 - 2 5 ) . '  T h is  Linder s ta n d in g  o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s  is  
e x p l i c i t  in  th e  co ve n a n t law  i t s e l f .
The la w  o f  th e  c o v e n a n t
The la w  God gave 33 th e  b a s is  o f  th e  co ven an t was n o t an 
e x p re s s io n  o f  a b s t r a c t  e t h ic a l  g o o d n e s s , b u t th e  e x p re s s io n  o f  th e  
r e la t io n s h ip  o f  th e  co ve n a n t p e o p le  to  God and to  the  w o r ld  ( in c lu d in g  
b o th  th e  " n e ig h b o r "  and th e  " s t r a n g e r "  [E x  2 0 :1 6 -1 7 , 1 0 ] ) .  The c o n te x t  
o f  th e  la w  i s  th e  lo r d s h ip  o f  Yahweh. I t  p ro v id e s  fo r  th e  s o le  w o rs h ip  
o f  H im .^  The f i r s t  fo u r  commandments demand e x c lu s iv e  l o y a l t y  to  th e  
c o v e n a n t God ’who is  b o th  C hea to r ( v .  11 ) and S a v io r  ( v .  2 ) .  The l a s t  
s ix  e x p re s s  p r in c ip le s  th a t  a re  to  g o v e rn  r e la t io n s h ip s  w i t h in  th e  
human f a m i l y .
Love i s  th e  m o t iv a t in g  p r i n c i p l e  o f  th e  la w : la w  can be sum­
m a r iz e d  in  one w o rd , lo v e  (Rom 1 3 :1 0 ) ,  o r  in  tw o s e n te n c e s , Love God, 
and Love yo u r n e ig h b o r  (Lk  1 0 :2 7 ) .  Love e x p re s s e s  r e la t io n s h ip  w i t h in  
th e  c o v e n a n t.  Thus th e  Ten Commandments a re  un ique  in  human la w s  by 
dem and ing  n o t j u s t  e t h i c a l ,  m o ra l b e h a v io r  b u t an a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  t o t a l  
p e rs o n :  "You s h a l l  lo v e  th e  Lord y o u r  God w ith  a l l  yo u r h e a r t ,  and
w ith  a l l  yo u r s o u l ,  and w ith  a l l  y o u r m ig h t "  (D t 5 : 5 ) .
The Ten Conmandments can be s a t i s f i e d  o n ly  in  th e  c o v e n a n t 
r e l a t i o n s h i p .  The law  is  m e a n in g le s s  f o r  r ig h te o u s n e s s  o u ts id e  o f  i t .  
He who r e c e iv e s  Yahweh's e le c t io n  in  f a i t h ,  who p la c e s  h is  l i f e  unde r 
Y ahw eh 's  lo r d s h ip ,  w i l l  f o l lo w  th e  la w , f o r  th e  law  is  G od 's  g u id a n c e  
w i t h in  th e  c o v e n a n t r e l a t i o n s h i p . '  “ o r  h im  who la c k s  such f a i t h ,  who
E ic h r o d t ,  T he o lo gy  o f  QT, 1 :2 4 1 -2 4 2 .
£~l. A c h te m e ie r , "R ig h te o u s n e s s  in  O T ," p . 32. ' I b i d .
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s ta n d s  o u ts id e  th e  c o v e n a n t,  th e  Law is  w o r th le s s . The nan who does 
n o t in  f a i t h  a c c e p t th e  L o rd s h ip  o f  Yahweh c a n n o t be r ig h te o u s  b e fo re  
Yahweh though  he f u l f i l l  a l l  o th e r  p re c e p ts  o f  th e  la w . F a ith  is  th e  
p re s u p p o s it io n  o f  th e  la w , and w orks  w i th o u t  such f a i t h  a re  u s e le s s .  
O bedience to  th e  la w  does n o t make a nan r ig h t e o u s .  The r e la t io n s h ip  
to  Yahweh, th e  r e la t io n s h ip  o f  f a i t h ,  is  p r im a r y .
The c o v e n a n t r e la t io n s h ip  o f  lo v e  i s  a s a fe g u a rd  to  th a t  common
p e rv e rs io n  o f  th e  la w , le g a l is m .  L o v e 's  v e ry  n a tu re  demands t h a t  i t  go
o
fa r  beyond a l l  le g a l  r e q u ir e m e n ts . -  The h e a r t  o f  Old T e s ta m e n t
r e l i g i o n  c a n n o t be c h a r a c te r iz e d  as le g a l is m ,  nor was th e  la w  g iv e n  as 
th e  means o f  a c h ie v in g  a r i g h t  r e la t io n s h ip  'w ith  God. The c o n te x t  o f
Law was c o v e n a n t, i n i t i a t e d  by th e  g ra c io u s  a c t  o f  God. I s r a e l  was
G od 's  p eop le  n o t because o f  m e r i t  g a in e d  by o b e d ie n ce  to  la w , b u t 
because o f  G od 's  c h o ic e .  The law  was g iv e n  as a means o f  b in d in g  
I s r a e l  to  'G o d .'
Hence th e  Ten Commandment la w  i t s e l f  is  an e x p re s s io n  o f
r ig h te o u s n e s s  as r e la t io n s h ip  to  th e  c o v e n a n t God.
The b i b l i c a l  m ethod o f  c h a r a c te r  d e v e lo p m e n t
The way to  b u i ld  c h a r a c te r ,  as re v e a le d  in  S c r ip t u r e ,  i s  to  
b r in g  man in t o  an in t im a te  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  God. S ince  m an 's  r e b e l ­
l i o n  caused an e s tra n g e m e n t between h im  and God, a way had to  be fo u n d  
to  re s to re  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h ip .
I b i d .
E i c h r o d t ,  T h e o lo g y  o f  QT. 2 :2 9 8 - 
'L a d d , T h e o lo g y  o f  MT. p . ^9 6 .
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S e c o n c i i ia t io n
The i n i t i a t i v e  fo r  b r in g in g  abou t r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  was u n d e rta k e n  
by God. "God was in  C h r is t  r e c o n c i l in g  th e  w o r ld  to  h im s e l f "  
[2 Car 5 :1 9 ) .  The p u rp o se  o f  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  i s  th a t  man become one 
w i th  God ( v .  2 0 ) . Yet oneness co u ld  n o t be a c h ie v e d  w ith o u t  e x p ia t io n  
because G od 's  h o l in e s s  c a n n o t excuse o r t o le r a t e  s i n .  So Gcd p a id  th e  
p r ic e  H is  own j u s t ic e  and h o l in e s s  re q u ir e d  in  o rd e r  to  r e c o n c i le  man 
to  H im s e lf  (Rom 3 :2 4 - 2 5 ) .  The e x p ia t io n  f o r  s in  p ro v id e d  by C h r is t  
made i t  p o s s ib le  f o r  God to  m a in t a in  b o th  H is  j u s t i c e  to w a rd  
s in  and m ercy tow ard  s in n e r s  ( w .  2 5 -2 6 ) .
A r ig h te o u s  c h a ra c te r  im p u te d
3ecause o f  C h r i s t 's  e x p ia t o r y  d e a th ,  God g r a c io u s ly  " j u s t i f i e s  
th e  u n g o d ly " (Rom 4 : 5 ) ;  t h a t  i s ,  He c o u n ts  th e  s in n e r  as r ig h te o u s  when 
he has no r ig h te o u s n e s s  o f  h is  own ( 3 :2 3 - 2 4 ) .  There  a re  two a s p e c ts  o f  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n :  (1) th e  fo rg iv e n e s s  o f  s in  ( 4 : 7 - 8 ;  c f .  ? s . 3 2 :1 -2 )  and
( 2 )  th e  im p u ta t io n  o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s  (Rom 4 :3 ,  5 ) .  The o n ly  c o n d it io n  
is  th a t  th e  s in n e r  b e l ie v e  in  Jesus C h r is t  ( 3 :2 6 ) — i . e . ,  come in t o  
r e la t io n s h ip  'w ith  H im .
J u s t i f i c a t i o n  i s  th e  p ronouncem ent o f  th e  r ig h te o u s  Judge th a t  
th e  man in  C h r is t  i s  r ig h t e o u s .  T h is  does n o t  mean e t h ic a l  c h a r a c te r .
I t  means r a th e r  th a t  th e  man in  C h r is t  now s ta n d s  in  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  a
1
r ig h te o u s  man (2 Cor 5 :2 1 ) .  ' He b e g in s  h is  p e rs o n a l b a t t le  w ith  s in  
from  th e  va n ta ge  p o in t  o f  freedom  fhom g u i l t ,  a c c e p ta n c e  w ith  God. and 
p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  C h r i s t 's  v i c t o r y .
The d o c t r in e  o f  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  came to  man by d iv in e  r e v e la t io n
I b i d . ,  p p . J43—4U6.
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3lo n e  . I t  makes th e  gosp e l- a r o c k  o f  o f fe n s e  to  a l l  human s e l f -  
r ig h te o u s n e s s ,  and a f o l l y  to  a l l  human p h i lo s o p h y  and p h i lo s o p h ic a l  
e th ic s  (1 Cor 2 2 - 2 5 ) / '
A r ig h te o u s  c h a r a c te r  im p a rte d
A cce p ta n ce  w ith  God th ro u g h  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  b r in g s  th e  b e l ie v e r  
in t o  such  in t im a t e  r e la t io n s h ip  w i t h  God t h a t  he re c e iv e s  a new n a tu re  
(Jn  3 : 3; 2 P et 1 :4 )  and is  th u s  e n a b le d  to  l i v e  a new l i f e  o f  e t h i c a l ,  
s u b je c t iv e  r ig h te o u s n e s s .  God saves man in  o rd e r  to  r e s to r e  in  h im  th e  
m o ra l image o f  God as i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  (L e v  1 1 :4 4 ; 1 Pet 1 :1 5 -1 6 ) .
The p ro c e s s  o f  d e v e lo p in g  a s u b je c t iv e ,  r ig h te o u s  c h a ra c te r  has come to  
be known as s a n c t i f i c a t i o n .
Though j u s t i f i c a t i o n  and s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  can be c l e a r l y  d i s t i n ­
g u is h e d  from  each o th e r  in  th e  3 ib le ,  th e y  can neve r be s e p a ra te d . 
J u s t i f i c a t i o n  is  to  be fo l lo w e d  im m e d ia te ly  by s a n c t i f i c a t i o n — h o ly  
l i v i n g  (as  Homans 5 is  fo l lo w e d  b y  Homans 6 ) .  The g i f t  o f  r i g h t  s ta n d ­
in g  w ith  God le a d s  to  th e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  c o n s ta n t  fe l lo w s h ip  ’w ith  H im , 
th e  w h o le h e a r te d ,  o b e d ie n t w a lk  w i t h  God (L e v  2 6 :1 1 -1 2 ;  Gen 6 :9 ) -
R ig h te o u s n e s s  is  n o t e q u a te d  w ith  s in le s s n e s s  b u t r a th e r  w ith  a 
r i g h t  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  God. Moah and Abraham , b o th  c a l le d  " b la m e le s s "  
(Gen 6 :9 ;  1 7 :1 ) ,  were 3i n n e r s ;  t h e i r  p e r fe c t  s ta n d in g  was due to  t h e i r  
w h o le h e a rte d  w a lk  w ith  and r i g h t  r e la t io n s h ip  to  God. N e ith e r  th e  
T orah nor th e  Psalm s assume th a t  th e  s in c e re  I s r a e l i t e  c o u ld  l i v e  in  
o b e d ie n ce  to  G od 's  law  w ith o u t  a to n e m e n t. The Psalms re v e a l th e  need
L a H o n d e lle ,  "The G ospel o f  R e c o n c i l i a t io n , ”  Sermon I  f o r  Evan­
g e l i s t i c  C o u n c i l .  G e n e ra l C o n fe re n c e  o f  S e v e n th -d a y  A d v e n t i s t s .  
•i3n • ^—3 , 1977, P . £-
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f o r  'fa h w e h 's  c o n t in u a l  f o r g iv in g  and k e e p in g  g ra ce  (?s  139 : 23- 2U; o f .  
1 9 : 1 2 - 1 4 ) .  :
S a n c t i f i c a t i o n  in  th e  O ld T e s ta m e n t is  more th a n  c o r r e c t  e x t e r ­
n a l b e h a v io r :  i t  in v o lv e s  th e  c o re  o f  m a n 's  b e in g . fahweh r e q u i r e s  th e  
w ho le  h e a r t  (1 X i 3 :6 1 ;  c f .  2 K i 2 0 :3 ;  ■ Chr 2 8 :9 ;  2 Chr 1 6 :9 . e t c . ) .  
3 u t w hat He r e q u i r e s .  He b e s to w s . He c re a te s  a c le a n  h e a r t  and renew s 
a r i g h t  s p i r i t  w i t h in  (?s 5 1 :1 0 ) .  He in c l i n e s  th e  h e a r t  to  'walk in  H is  
conm andm ents (1 K i 8 :5 3 ) .  He p ro v id e s  w i t h in  th e  c o v e n a n t th e  means by
w h ic h  I s r a e l  can a t t a in  th e  h o l in e s s  He r e q u ir e s  o f  th e m .^  The la w ,
w h ic h  i s  a s o u rce  o f  c o n f l i c t  to  th e  u n re g e n e ra te  man ( J e r  2 : 8 ;
1 1 :7 - 8 ) ,  can be f u l f i l l e d  as a r e s u l t  o f  in w a rd  communion w ith  th e  Law­
g iv e r  ( J e r  2 U :7 ) . ^  Thus s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  in  th e  Old T es tam en t means a 
l i f e  o f  o b e d ie n c e  th ro u g h  th e  e n a b lin g  power o f  God.
Tne New T e s tam en t a ls o  d e s c r ib e s  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  as a w a lk
(Rom 6 : ^—5 ) .  Human e f f o r t  i s  needed in  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n ,  f o r  s a n c t i f i ­
c a t io n  r e q u i r e s  m a n 's  t o t a l  e f f o r t  in  a l i f e  o f  " s la v e r y "  to  God w h ic h
is s u e s  in  r ig h te o u s n e s s  and o b e d ie n c e  ( w .  16- 19 ) -  Ih e re  i s  a c o o p e ra ­
t io n  o f  th e  human w ith  th e  d iv in e  in  w i l l i n g  and d o in g  God’ s w i l l  (Php
2 :1 2 - 1 3 ) -  C h r is t  d w e l ls  in  th e  h e a r t  th ro u g h  th e  S p i r i t  (Eph 3 :1 6 - 1 9 ) ,
c o n fo rm in g  th e  c h a r a c te r  to  H is  l ik e n e s s  (2  Cor 3 :1 8 ; 1 Jn 3: 2 - 3 ) -
In th e  b i b l i c a l  m ethod o f  c h a ra c te r  d e v e lo p m e n t, th e n ,  th e  
c h a r a c te r  o f  C h r is t  i s  im p u te d  and im p a r te d  to  th e  one who e n te rs  in t o  
a f a i t h  r e la t io n s h ip  'w ith  H im .
Idem , P e r fe c t io n  , 113- 114. " M i l t o n ,  C o v e n a n t, p . i u 3 .
'E ic h r o d t  , T h e o lo g y  o f  QT, 2 :2 9 5 -
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Summary: th e  B ib l i c a l  C oncept o f  C h a ra c te r
The b i b l i c a l  v ie w  o f  God, man, s in ,  r ig h te o u s n e s s ,  and c h a r ­
a c te r  d eve lo pm e n t d i f f e r s  r a d i c a l l y  from  th a t  o f  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r s .
The D e ity  is  n o t an im p e rs o n a l,  d i s t a n t ,  s t a t i c  3 e in g , b u t an 
a c t i v e ,  c r e a t in g  God who is  p e r s o n a l ly  in v o lv e d  w i th  H is  c r e a tu r e s .  He 
c re a te d  man in  H is  own im age , f o r  f e l lo w s h ip  w i t h  H im s e lf ,  depen de n t 
upon H im s e lf  fo r  l i f e ,  p u rp o s e , and m e a n in g . S in  began as a v o lu n ta r y  
a c t ,  th e  v i o l a t i o n  o f  a d iv in e  command, m o t iv a te d  b y  th e  d e s ire  f o r
a u to no m y. S in  i s  c h a r a c te r iz e d  by a l ie n a t io n  fhom and h o s t i l i t y  to
God. I t  r e s u lte d  in  th e  b reakdow n o f  d iv in e -h u m a n  r e l a t io n s ,  and
p e rs o n a l d i s in t e g r a t i o n .
R ig h te o u sn e ss  in  th e  B ib le  is  n o t harm ony w i th  an id e a l  o r  la w , 
o r w i th  th e  n a tu r a l  o r d e r ,  b u t i s  th e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  th e  demands o f  th e  
c o v e n a n t r e la t io n s h ip  w i th  God. G od 's  r ig h te o u s n e s s  is  H is  f a i t h f u l ­
ness in  f u l f i l l i n g  th e  c o v e n a n t p ro m is e s  to  H is  p e o p le .  T h e ir  r i g h ­
te o u s n e s s  i s  a c o r r e s p o n d in g  f a i t h f u l n e s s  t o  H im  shown th r o u g h  
o b e d ie n c e  to  th e  c o v e n a n t la w , th e  essence  o f  w h ic h  i s  w h o le h e a rte d  
lo v e  to  God and man.
The way to  d e v e lo p  a r ig h te o u s  c h a r a c t e r , a c c o rd in g  to  S c r ip ­
tu re  , is  fo r  man to  come in t o  a f a i t h  r e la t io n s h ip  w i th  God. God p ro ­
v id e d  the  way to  h e a l th e  se ve red  r e la t io n s h ip  b y  r e c o n c i l in g  th e  w o r ld  
to  H im s e lf  th ro u g h  th e  e x p ia t o r y  d e a th  o f  C h r i s t .  H is  d e a th  made i t
p o s s ib le  fo r  God to  f o r g iv e  s in  and im p u te  r ig h te o u s n e s s  to  a l l  who 
b e l ie v e  in  Him. The f a i t h  r e la t io n s h ip  b r in g s  man in t o  such a c lo s e  
r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  God t h a t  he is  a b le  to  a e v e lo p  a r ig h te o u s  c h a ra c te r  
th ro u g h  th e  in d w e l l in g  power o f  th e  S p i r i t .  Thus th e  r ig h te o u s  c n a r -  
a c te r  o f  C h r is t  is  im p u te d  and im p a r te c  to  th e  b e l i e v e r .
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CHAPTER V
THE CONCEPT OF CHARACTER IN THE APOCALYPSE
C h a ra c te r  in  s e c u la r  l i t e r a t u r e  has to  do w ith  th e  m o ra l and 
e t h ic a l  a s p e c ts  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y ;  in  S c r ip t u r e  i t  in c lu d e s  th e  s p i r i t u a l  
and r e l i g io u s  d im e n s io n s  as w e l l , w h e th e r o f  h a rm o n io us  o r  a n ta g o n is t ic  
r e la t io n s h ip  to  God. The book o f  R e v e la t io n ,  in  th e  t y p i c a l  d u a l i s t i c  
fa s h io n  o f  a p o c a ly p t ic  l i t e r a t u r e , 1 d e s c r ib e s  tw o  ty p e s  o f  c h a r a c te r :  
l ik e n e s s  to  God, p e r s o n i f ie d  in  C h r i s t , th e  Lamb; and l ik e n e s s  to
S a ta n , p e r s o n i f ie d  in  th e  d ra g o n , th e  b e a s t ,  and th e  fa ls e  p ro p h e t .
The tw o o p p o s in g  ty p e s  o f  c h a ra c te r  a re  s y m b o liz e d  by th e  s e a l ,  o r
name, o f  God w r i t t e n  on th e  fo re h e a d s  o f  th e  s a in ts  C3 1 12; 7 :3 ;  1 4 :1 ;
2 2 : U ) ;  and by th e  m ark o r name o f  th e  b e a s t ,  w r i t t e n  on th e  fo re h e a d
and hand o f  i t s  f o l lo w e r s  (1 3 :1 6 -1 7 ; 1“ :9 ;  1 6 :2 ; 2 0 : “ ) .  In th e  f i n a l
e s c h a to lo g ic a l  w a r fa re  between th e  Lamb and th e  3 e a s t , a l l  o f  m ank ind
w i l l  be found  on one s id e  or th e  o th e r  , w ith  one m ark o r  th e  o th e r
(1 3 :8 )  .
B e g in n in g  w i th  th e  A p o c a ly p t ic  v ie w  o f  th e  n a tu re  o f  man, t h i s  
c h a p te r  w i l l  d e s c r ib e  c h a ra c te r  in  i t s  good and e v i l  fo rm s , th e  m ethod 
o f  d e v e lo p in g  r ig h te o u s  c h a r a c te r , th e  f i n a l  t e s t  o f  c h a r a c t e r , and th e  
b a s is  on w h ich  c h a ra c te r  w i l l  be ju d g e d — a l l  as p o r tra y e d  in  th e  book 
o f  R e v e la t io n  .
M o r r is ,  A p o c a ly p t ic , p . “ 9.
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The A p o c a ly p t ic  '/ le w  o f  Man
The o r i g i n  o f  man
Man is  d e p ic te d  in  th e  A p o ca lyp se  as a b e in g  c re a te d  by th e  
w i l l  o f  God (U :1 1 ; 1C ;6 ) f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  g iv in g  g lo r y  to  God, f e a r ­
in g  H im , and w o rs h ip in g  Him ( 1 U :7 ) .  He was made fo r  fe l lo w s h ip  w ith  
God (3 :2 0 ;  7 :1 7 ; 2 1 :3 ;  2 2 :« ) .
The n a tu re  o f  man
C o n s t i t u t io n a l  n a tu r e . In  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  G reek d u a l i s t i c
( s o u l—body d ic h o to m y ) v ie w  o f  man. R e v e la t io n  p re su p p o se s  th e  h o l i s t i c
v ie w  o f  th e  H ebrew s, w h ic h  Ladd d e s c r ib e s  as f o l l o w s :
Soul (nephesh ) i s  n o t a h ig h e r  p a r t  o f  man s ta n d in g  o ve r
a g a in s t  h is  body, b u t d e s ig n a te s  th e  v i t a l i t y  o r l i f e  p r i n c ip le  in  
man . . . .  3ody and th e  d iv in e  b re a th  to g e th e r  make th e  v i t a l ,  
a c t iv e  nephesh . . . .  In c o r p o r e a l l i f e  f o r  th e  nephesh is  n e v e r 
v is u a l iz e d *  Death a f f l i c t e d  th e  nephesh (Num 2 3 :1 0 ) ,  as w e l l  as 
th e  body.
The w ord  s o u l in  R e v e la t io n  m eans a l i v i n g  p e rs o n  o r  c r e a t u r e
(1 8 :1 3 , 2 i« ;  1 6 :3 ) .
The d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  d e a th  and r e s u r r e c t io n  o f  th e  Two W it­
nesses in  c h a p te r  11 a c c o rd s  w i th  th e  Hebrew id e a  o f  l i f e ,  d e a th ,  and 
r e s u r r e c t io n .  3 re a th  ( s p i r i t )  comes in t o  an in a n im a te  body and becomes 
a l i v i n g  pe rson  (1 1 :1 1 ; c f .  Gen 2 :7 ;  Ezek 3 7 :1 - 1 0 ) .
One t e x t  in  w h ich  s o u ls  appear to  be d ise m b o d ie d  s p i r i t s  i s  
Rev 6 :9 - 1 1 :
When he opened the  f i f t h  s e a l , I  saw under th e  a l t a r  th e  s o u ls  o f  
th o s e  who had been s la in  fo r  th e  word o f  God and fo r  th e  w itn e s s  
th e y  had b o rn e ; th e y  c r ie d  o u t -w ith a lo u d  v o ic e ,  "0  S o v e re ig n
T h e o lo g y  o f  N T, p . J58-
^The Greek pasa p sychg  zBSs i s  a Hebrew id io m  k o l  nepeS hafraya'n 
(S w e te , R e v e la t io n , p . 201) and e x p re s s e s  th e  id e a  o f  s o u l as a l i v i n g  
c re a tu re  r a th e r  than  a d is e m b o d ie d  s p i r i t .
Reproduced with permission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout permission.
59
L o rd , h o ly  and t r u e ,  how lo n g  b e fo re  th o u  w i l t  ju d g e  and avenge ou r 
b lo od  on th o s e  who d w e l l  upon th e  e a r th ? "  Then th e y  w ere  each 
g iv e n  a w h ite  ro b e  and t o ld  to  r e s t  a l i t t l e  lo n g e r  , u n t i l  th e  
number o f  t h e i r  f e l lo w  s e rv a n ts  and t h e i r  b re th re n  s h o u ld  be com­
p le te  , who were to  be k i l l e d  as th e y  th e m s e lv e s  had b e e n .
H ow ever, th e s e  " s o u ls  . . . who had been beheaded fo r  t h e i r  te s t im o n y  
to  Jesus and fo r  th e  word o f  God" were n o t a l i v e  a t  th e  t im e  o f  th e  
f i f t h  s e a l,  f o r  th e y  do n o t "come to  l i f e "  u n t i l  t h e i r  th o u s a n d -y e a r  
r e ig n  w ith  C h r is t  (2 0 : * 0 .  They were t o ld  to  " r e s t  a l i t t l e  lo n g e r . "  
R est is  a euphem ism  fo r  d e a th  ( c f .  T h e ir  com ing to  l i f e  to
r e ig n  a th o u sa n d  y e a rs  w i th  C h r is t  i s  c a l le d  " th e  f i r s t  r e s u r r e c t io n "  
( 2 0 :5 ) .  The New T e s ta m e n t d o c t r in e  o f  r e s u r r e c t io n  d e p ic t s  th e  r a i s in g  
o f  th e  body (M t 2 8 :6 ;  Jn 5 :2 8 - 2 9 ) .  H ence, s o u l h e re  means w ha t i t  does 
in  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  B ib le — th e  w ho le  p e rs o n . Si th e  f i f t h  s e a l th e  
s o u ls  a re  dead p e rs o n s  a t  r e s t ; a t  t h e i r  r e s u r r e c t io n  th e y  become l i v ­
in g  p e rs o n s .
I f  th e  s o u ls  o f  th e  m a r ty r s  a re  dead d u r in g  th e  f i f t h  s e a l ,  in  
w hat sense can th e y  be s a id  to  c r y  o u t  f o r  vengeance?  In  Hebrew 
th o u g h t ,  th e  s o u l ( l i f e )  was in  th e  b lo o d  (Lev  1 7 : ’ 1 ) .  Many commenta­
t o r s  agree  t h a t  th e  t e x t  a p p l ie s  s y m b o l ic a l ly  to  th e  b lo o d  o f  th e  m ar­
t y r s  c r y in g  o u t as th e  b lo o d  o f  A be l c r ie d  to  God from  th e  ground 
•'Gen 4; i o ) . 7 They a re  "u n d e r  th e  a l t a r "  because th e  b lo o d  o f  
s a c r i f i c e s  was p o u re d  o u t a t  th e  base o f  th e  a l t a r  (Le v  4 :3 0 ) :  t h i s  is
a v i v id  way o f  p ic t u r in g  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  had been m a r ty re d  in  th e  
name o f  t h e i r  G o d .“
L a d d , R e v e la t io n ,  p .  103- See a ls o  S w e te , R e v e la t io n . p .  90; 
C a i r d , R e v e la t io n . p .  3 4 ; H e n d r ik s e n , C o n q u e ro rs . p . 123 ; W i l l ia m  
3 a r c la y ,  The R e v e la t io n  o f  S t .  J o h n . 2 v o is .  ( P h i la d e lp h ia :  W e s tm in s te r  
P re s s , 19 6 0 ), 2 : ? 3-
'B a r c la y ,  R e v e la t io n  2 : * 3 -
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I t  m ust be n o te d  fu r t h e r  th a t  th e  P e v e la to r  speaks o f  m an 's  
u l t im a t e  home as th e  new e a r th ,  th us  s u g g e s t in g  a phenom enal w o r ld  o f  
sense r a th e r  th an  a n o u m e n a l, i d e a l i s t  "h e a v e n .1’ The r e s t o r a t io n  o f  
th e  t r e e  o f  l i f e  ( 2 : 7 ; 22 : 2 , 1U) s u g g e s ts  t h a t  man w i l l  be r e s to re d  to  
h is  Z d e n ic  s ta te  when he had a p h y s ic a l body in b re a th e d  by th e  S p i r i t ,  
c o n s t i t u t i n g  him  a l i v i n g  s o u l (Gen 2 :7 ) .
S in fu ln e s s ;  need o f  s a lv a t io n . In th e  A p o c a ly p s e , man is  in  a 
s ta te  o f  s in  and r e b e l l i o n  a g a in s t  God. W he the r s i n f u l  o r  r ig h t e o u s ,  
he c a n n o t e ndu re  th e  p re sen ce  o f  God ( 1 :7 ,  17; 6 :1 5 - 1 6 ) .  In  h is  u n re -
g e n e ra te  s ta te  he r e b e ls  a g a in s t th e  ju d g m e n ts  o f  God (9 :2 0 -2 1 )  and 
c u rs e s  God ( 1 6 :1 0 - 1 1 ) .  He re g a rd s  G o d 's  w itn e s s e s  as a to rm e n t ( 1 1 :1 0 )  
and r e jo ic e s  o ve r t h e i r  d e a th  ( i b i d . ) .  He makes war on G od's p e o p le  
( 1 3 :7 )  and upon God H im s e lf  (1 7 : 14; 1 9 :1 9 ; 2 0 :8 - 9 ) .  S in  is  a p o w e r fu l 
fo r c e  even in  th e  s a in t s ,  who must c o n s ta n t ly  r e s i s t  th e  i n c l i n a t i o n  
coward c o ld n e s s  and in d i f f e r e n c e  to  God ( 2 :d - 5 ;  3 :1 - 2 ,  15, 1 9 ).
A l l ,  w h e th e r r ig h te o u s  or w ic k e d , need to  re p e n t  ( 2 :5 ,  16, 2 1 ; 
3 :3 .  19; 9 :2 0 -2 1 ;  1 6 :9 , 1 1 ). Han is  in  bondage t o 's i n  and can be fre e d  
o n ly  by th e  b lo o d  o f  C h r is t  ( 1 :5 ;  5 :9 )  w h ich  washes away s in  ( 7 :1 ^ )  and 
g iv e s  power to  overcom e th e  d e v i l  ( 1 2 :1 1 ) .  S a lv a t io n  is  a g i f t  fo r  
w h ic h  th e  s a in t s  p r a is e  God (7 :1 0 ; 1 9 :1 ) .
Freedom  o f  w i l l . The A poca lypse  a p p e a rs  to  te a c h  b o th  p re d e s ­
t i n a t i o n  and f r e e  w i l l :
And a l l  who d w e ll  on e a r th  w i l l  w o rs h ip  [ th e  b e a s t ] ,  e v e ry  one 
whose name has n o t  been w r i t t e n  b e fo re  th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  th e  w o r ld  
cn th e  book o f  l i f e  o f  th e  Lamb th a t  was s la in  ( 1 3 :3 ;  c f .  1 7 :8 ) .
Does t h i s  in d ic a te  t h a t  men a re  doomed t c  "w o rs h ip  th e  b e a s t"  because
God d id  n o t p re d e s t in e  them to  be saved? P r e d e s t in a t io n  here  does n o t
Reproduced with permission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout permission.
51
appea r to  in t e r f e r e  w i th  m a n 's  f r e e  c h o ic e ,  s in c e  th e  saved can he lo s t  
and th e  lo s t  can be s a v e d . Rev 3 :5  im p l ie s  t h a t  names can be b lo t t e d  
o u t o f  the  book o f  l i f e :  th o s e  in  C h r is t  can be e x p e lle d  ( 2 :5 :  3 :1 6 ) .
Ch th e  o th e r  hand , th e  w ic k e d  can r e p e n t :  th e  p u rpo se  o f  G od 's  ju d g ­
m ents is  to  le a d  them to  re p e n ta n c e  ( 2 : 21 ; 9: 2 0 ) .  The g o s p e l i n v i t a ­
t io n  is  ex tended  to  th e  w ho le  w o r ld ,  e s p e c ia l ly  th e  u n r ig h te o u s  
(1 4 : 6 -7 ) . 1
The e x h o r ta t io n s  o f  th e  A p o c a ly p s e , a d d re ssed  to  b o th  s a in ts
and s in n e rs  ( 2 :5 ,  ’ 6 , 2 5 , e t c . ;  1 4 :7 , 9 -1 0 ; 1 8 :4 ; 2 2 :1 7 ) ,  p resuppose
th e  fhee  w i l l  o f  man:
And the  S p i r i t  and th e  b r id e  s a y . Come. . . . And l e t  h im  th a t  is  
a t h i r s t  come. And w ho soe ve r w i l l , l e t  h im  ta k e  th e  w a te r o f  l i f e  
f r e e l y  (2 2 :  17, A V ).
The w o rs h ip  i n s t i n c t . S in ce  man was c re a te d  to  w o rs h ip  God, i t  
i s  p a r t  o f  h is  n a tu re  to  w o rs h ip — though  he may o f te n  p e r v e r t  t h i s  
i n s t i n c t .  The s a in ts  w o rs h ip  God ( 7 :9 - 1 0 ) .  The p ro p h e t a tte m p te d  to  
w o rs h ip  the  a n g e l who com m un ica ted  w ith  h im  (1 9 :1 0 ; 2 2 :8 ) .  E v i l  men 
w o rs h ip  th e  w orks o f  t h e i r  hands— in s e n s a te  id o ls — and demons ( 9 : 2 0 ) ;  
th e y  u n iv e r s a l ly  w o rs h ip  th e  a n t i-G o d  pow ers ( th e  b e a s t and h is  im age ) 
( 1 3 :4 ,  3, 12; 1 4 :9 ) .  E v e n tu a l ly  a l l  men, good and e v i l  a l i k e ,  w i l l
f e e l  im p e lle d  to  w o rs h ip  God ( 5 :1 3 :  1 5 :4 ) .
The d e s t in y  o f  man
R e v e la t io n  d e p ic ts  a tw o fo ld  d e s t in y  fo r  man. For th e  enem ies
o f  God th e re  w i l l  be to rm e n t (1 4 :1 0 ; 2 0 :1 0 ) c u lm in a t in g  in  d e a th : th e y
The e x p re s s io n  " th o s e  who d w e ll on th e  e a r th "  ir . R e v e la t io n  
means men h o s t i l e  to  God ( 6 :1 0 ;  1 1 :1 0 ; 1 3 :8 , 14; 1 7 :8 ) .
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are  " s la in  by th e  sw ord" ( 19 : 2 1 ) ;  f i r e  consumes th e m ; ' th e y  s u f f e r  " th e  
s e c o n d  d e a th "  (2 0 :1 *1 ; 2 1 : 8 ) ;  th e y  a re  d e s t r o y e d  ( 1 1 : 1 3 ) .  The
r ig h t e o u s ,  by c o n t r a s t ,  do n o t s u f f e r  th e  second d e a th  ( 2 0 : 6 , 2 1 : u ) ,
b u t th e y  r e ig n  fo r  eve r and e v e r (2 2 :5 )  in  th e  p re sen ce  o f  God ( 3 :1 2 ;
15; 2 2 : 4 ) ,  w i t h  a c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  r e f l e c t s  H is  c h a r a c t e r  ( 3 : 1 2 ;  1 4 : 1 ;  
2 2 : 4 ) .
Summary: th e  A p o c a ly p t ic  V iew  o f  Man
Man, as p o r tra y e d  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e , i s  a h o l i s t i c  b e in g  com­
posed o f  a body in b re a th e d  by th e  d iv in e  s p i r i t ,  c o n s t i t u t i n g  h im  a
l i v i n g  s o u l.  He is  n o t a d u a lis m  o f  d iv in e  s p i r i t  i n h a b i t in g  a f a l le n
b o d y . E v i l  does n o t r e s id e  in h e r e n t l y  in  th e  m a te r ia l  w o r ld ,  b u t in
m an 's  a l ie n a t io n  from  God. D eath means th e  absence o f  l i f e ;  e te r n a l
l i f e  is  a t ta in e d  th ro u g h  r e s u r r e c t io n  o f  th e  b o d y . Man d e r iv e s  h is  
o r i g i n ,  s ig n i f i c a n c e ,  and d e s t in y  fro m  God. The m eaning  o f  h is  l i f e  
depends upon h is  r e la t io n s h ip  to  God, w h e th e r o f  h o s t i l i t y  w h ic h  le a d s  
to  e te r n a l  d e s t r u c t io n ,  o r  harm ony w h ich  le a d s  to  e te r n a l  l i f e .
The Norm o f  C h a ra c te r
The c h a r a c te r  o f  God
In  th e  A p oca lypse  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  God is  th e  b a s is  fo r  the  
m o ra l s t r u c t u r e  o f  the  u n iv e r s e ,  s in c e  He c re a te d  and ju d g e s  a i l  ( 4 ; 1 1 ;  
1 4 : 7 ) .  I t  i s  a ls o  the  norm o f  c h a r a c te r  fo r  man: th e  name ( r e p r e s e n t ­
in g  c h a r a c te r - ; o f  God i s  w r i t t e n  on th e  fo re h e a d s  o f  th e  s a in t s  (3 :1 2 ;  
1 4 : 1 ,  5;  2 2 : “ ) .  Both th e  com m un icab le  and in co m m u n ica b le  a t t r ib u t e s
The G reek uses th e  p e r f e c t iv e  v e rb  k a te s t h io — consum e , d e v o u r .
e a t u p .
“ Raymond A b b a , "N a m e ,"  IDB 3: 5 0 1 -5 0 2 ;  M o r r i s ,  R e v e la t i o n .
p. 59-
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o f  God w i l l  be c o n s id e re d  as th e y  a f f e c t  H is  c h a r a c te r .  S ince  F a th e r ,  
Son, and H o ly  S p i r i t  a re  one in  c h a r a c te r ,  They w i l l  be t r e a te d
to g e th e r ,  r a th e r  th an  s e p a r a te ly ,  in  t h i s  s e c t io n .
S e l f - d is c lo s u r e
Sod f i r s t  a p p e a rs  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  as a co m m u n ica tin g  Cod: He
r e v e a ls  H im s e lf  to  man th ro u g h  a l i n e  o f  c o m m u n ic a tio n  w n ich  in c lu d e s  
Jesus C h r is t ,  H is  a n g e l ,  th e  p ro p h e t ,  and th e  c h u rc h  ( 1 : 1 - 3 ) .  The 
d iv in e  s e l f - d is c lo s u r e  opens up to  man th e  kn ow ledge  o f  H is  c h a r a c te r .  
H is  w i l l ,  and H is  p u rp o s e s  in  h is t o r y  ( 1 : 4 - 7 ) .  The know ledge  He
im p a r ts ,  c a l le d  " t h e  w ord o f  God and th e  te s t im o n y  o f  Jesus C h r is t "  
( 1 : 2 ) ,  is  p re s e rv e d  in  book fo rm  ( 1 :1 1 ;  2 2 :9 .  18) as a d e p o s it  o f  t r u t h  
f o r  a l l  to  re a d , h e a r ( 1 : 3 ) ,  and heed ( 2 2 :7 ) .  God shows H im s e lf  n o t as 
an is o la t e d ,  im p a s s ib le ,  w h o l ly  t ra n s c e n d e n t  D e i ty ,  b u t as a c t iv e  and 
in v o lv e d  in  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  w ho le  c r e a t io n ,  know ing  and w a n tin g  to  
be known (3 :  15, 20 ) .
S e l f - e x is te n c e
God n e x t r e v e a ls  H im s e lf  as th e  s e l f - e x i s t e n t  One: "h im  who is  
and who was and who is  to  come" ( 1 : 4 ,  re p e a te d  in  1 :8 ; '1 :1 7 ;  1 6 :5 ) ,  
show ing  th a t  He is  th e  God o f  p r e s e n t ,  p a s t ,  and f u t u r e .  numerous 
s c h o la rs  see t h is  d e s ig n a t io n  as an e x te n s io n  o f  th e  name Tahweh, b u i l t  
upon th e  LXX o f  Ex 3 :1 4 ,  ho 3 n . 1 The name Tahweh, I  AM, conveys  r i c h  
m eanings such as c o v e n a n t r e la t io n s h ip  (Ex 6 : 2 - 7 ) ,  e te r n a l  c o n s ta n c y , 
ie p e n d a b i l i t y , and f a i t h f u ln e s s  ( " I  am Tahw eh, I  change n o t "  (M a i
3 : 6 ] ) ,  and th e  e t e r n a l  p resence  o f  God w i th  H is  p eo p le  to  save them
E . g . ,  see Du P re e z , "M is s io n  P e r s p e c t iv e , "  ? . 153; ‘- a d d . Reve­
la t io n  . p . 24 ; C a i r d , R e v e la t io n , p .  16.
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.Ex 5 :1 2 , 1 7 ). ‘ Thus th e  d e s ig n a t io n  "h im  who is  and who 'was and who
is  to  come" s i g n i f i e s  th e  c o n s ta n c y ,  r e l i a b i l i t y ,  f a i t h f u ln e s s ,  and 
e te r n a l  p re se n ce  o f  God in  r e la t io n  to  H is  p e o p le .
O th e r t i t l e s  o f  God in d ic a t in g  s e l f - e x is t e n c e  a re  "A lp h a  and 
Omega," " t h e  b e g in n in g  and th e  e n d , "  " th e  f i r s t  and th e  l a s t , "  a p p lie d  
to  b o th  r a th e r  (Rev 1 :8 ) and Son ( 1 :1 7 ;  2 1 :6 ;  2 2 :1 3 ) -  The b a s ic  f o r ­
m u la , " t h e  f i r s t  and th e  l a s t , "  is  d e r iv e d  from  Is a  4 4 :6  and 4 8 :1 2 . 
These te x t s  a c c e n t th e  u n iq u e n e s s  o f  th e  one God as C re a to r and 
Redeem er, th e  u l t im a t e  s o u rc e  and g round  o f  e x is t e n c e ,  who a lo n e  can
re v e a l th e  f u t u r e .  Because He i s  th e  A lp h a , He a lo n e  h o ld s  supreme 
power o v e r  heaven and e a r th .  3ecause He is  th e  Onega, th e  end, He 
a lo n e  can  " t e l l  us what i s  y e t  to  b e " ( Is a  4 4 : 7 ) .  Jesus C h r i s t 's  
d e s ig n a t io n  as " t h e  f i r s t  and th e  l a s t  and th e  l i v i n g  o n e "  
(Rev 1 :1 7 -1 8 )  in d ic a te s  H is  p r im a c y  in  c r e a t io n  and H is  r o le  as th e  
e s c h a to lo g ic a l  Redeemer o f  a l l  t h in g s .  H is  f i r s t n e s s  and la s tn e s s  a re  
v a l id a te d  by th e  fa c t  o f  H is  d e a th  and r e s u r r e c t io n  ( v .  1 8 ) -^
O m nipotence and s o v e r e ig n ty
God is  re v e a le d  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  as o m n ip o te n t and s o v e re ig n .  
He is  " t h e  A lm ig h ty "  ( 1 :3 )  to  whom b e lo n g  g lo r y ,  h o n o r , and power 
( 4 :1 1 ;  5 :1 3 ;  7 :1 2 ; 19: D .  As th e  Lord  o f  t im e ,  He s e ts  l i m i t s  to  the  
r e ig n  o f  e v i l  ( 1 0 :6 - 7 ;  1 3 :5 ; 2 0 : 2 ) . "  As th e  K in g  o f  s a in ts  ( 1 5 :3 )  He
Raymond Abba, "Tne D iv in e  Hame Tahw eh ," J o u r n a l o f  B i b l i c a l
L i t e r a t u r e  30 (1 9 6 1 ) :3 2 0 -3 2 8 ; L a R o n d e lle ,  P e r f e c t io n . p . 42.
“ P au l 3. M in e a r , "A lp h a  and Q nega ," IDB 1 :8 8 -8 9 -
" E v i l  has no power e x c e p t by G oa 's p e r m is s io n ,  as th e  re p e a te d  
use o f  e d o th e  ( i t  was g iv e n )  in d ic a te s  ( 5 :4 ,  3 ; 7 : 2 ; 9 :5 ;  '3 :5 ,  *5;
: 6 : 3 ) .  God a llo w s  s u f f e r in g  in  t h i s  p re s e n t l i f e .  The j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
fo r  i t  i s  t h a t  He w i l l  some day make 3i l  w rongs r i g h t  ( 7 :1 5 -1 7 ;  21 : 4 ) .
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commands th e  t o t a l  a l le g ia n c e  and o o e d ie n ce  o f  H is  p e o p le  ( 2 :  10, 23,
2 6 , e t c . ) .  As Lord o f  lo r d s  and K ing  o f  ic ing s  (17 :1 **; 1 9 :1 6 )  He r u le s  
ove r th e  K in g s  o f  th e  e a r th  ( 1 : 5 ) .  m ost o f  whom 'w i l l  f e e l  H is  w ra th  
( 6 : 15- 16 ; 19 : 17- 13) ,  some o f  whom w i l l  e n te r  th e  c i t y  ( 2 1 : 2 4 ) .  and a l l
o f  -whom 'w i l l  e v e n tu a l ly  g iv e  Him th e  g lo r y  t h a t  is  H is  due ( 5 : 1 3 ) .
Jesus C h r is t  has th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  ke ys  ( 3 : 7 ) :  by v i r t u e  o f  H is
a e a th  and r e s u r r e c t io n  He h o ld s  th e  keys o f  Death and Hades ( 1 :1 6 )  w ith  
power to  re le a s e  th e  dead (2 0 : **-5 , 1 3 ) ; He has u l t im a t e  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  
b o t to m le s s  p i t  ( 2 0 : 1)— th e  d e v i l  p r e v io u s ly  h a v in g  had a m easure  o f  
c o n t r o l  ove r i t  ( 9 :1 - 2 ,  1 1 ). r a th e r  and Son h o ld  in  t h e i r  hands th e
s c r o l l  o f  human d e s t in y  ( 5 : 1 ,  5 ) .
C tn n isc ien ce
C h r is t  in  th e  A p o ca lyp se  is  p re s e n te d  as h a v in g  a l l  k n o w le d g e .
He has "e y e s  l i k e  a fla m e  o f  f i r e "  (1 :1 4 )  w h ich  s e a rc h  H is  p e o p le
th ro u g h  and th ro u g h .  To each o f  th e  seven c h u rch e s  He w r i t e s ,  " I  know "
( 2 :2 ,  9, 13; 3: 1, 3, 1 5 ) . He sees and knows a l l .  N o th in g  can escape
H is  p e n e t r a t in g  g a z e . As th e  Lamb w ith  seven eyes "w h ic h  a re  th e  seven 
s p i r i t s  o f  God s e n t o u t  in t o  a l l  th e  e a r th "  ( 5 :6 ;  c f .  Zech 4 :1 0 ) ,  He 
nas c o n s ta n t  and a c c u ra te  in fo r m a t io n  a bo u t e v e ry th in g  g o in g  on in  
H is  re a lm .
H o lin e s s
H o lin e s s  is  c i t e d  as an a t t r i b u t e  o f  God (Rev 3 :7 ;  4 : 3 ; 6 :1 0 ) .  
H o lin e s s  s i g n i f i e s  the  e s s e n t ia l  n a tu re  o f  Yahweh, th e  " o th e r n e s s "  t h a t
M ounce , " C h r i s t o lo g y , "  p . -*4 .
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s e p a ra te s  and d is t in g u is h e s  God from  man . ' th e  e s s e n t ia l  n a tu re  o f  th e  
s a c re d  and th e  in n e r m o s t  r e a l i t y  o f  a l l  th e  o th e r  d i v i n e
a t t r i b u t e s . ”  In  th e  u l t im a t e  se nse , God o n ly  i s  h o ly  ( 1 5 : 4 ) .
F a i th fu ln e s s
Jesus is  d e s c r ib e d  as " F a i t h f u l  and T ru e "  ( 1 :5 ;  3- 1 ̂ t  '9 ;1 1 )
and H is  w ords a re  f a i t h f u l  and t r u e  ( 2 1 :5 ;  2 2 :5 ) .  In  S c r ip tu r e  th e
f i r s t  use o f  " f a i t h f u l "  a p p lie d  to  God d e s c r ib e s  Yahweh as " th e  f a i t h ­
f u l  God who keeps c o v e n a n t and s te a d fa s t  lo v e  w i th  th o s e  who lo v e  h im  
and keep h is  commandments" (D t 7 :9 ;  c f .  Isa  4 9 : 7 ) .  The Hebrew > 3m an.
from  w h ich  Amen i s  d e r iv e d ,  means to  be f i r m ,  f a i t h f u l ,  t r u e ,  c e r t a i n ,
p e rm a n e n t, s t e a d f a s t ,  r e l i a b l e . ^  Jesus is  c a l le d  " th e  Amen, th e
f a i t h f u l  and t r u e  w i t n e s s . "  Amen, th e  c o v e n a n t o a th ,  means th a t  th e
u
p le d g e  w i l l  n o t f a i l  (2 Cor 1 :2 0 ) .  The G reek w ords fo r  f a i t h f u l
( p is t o s ) and t r u e  ( a le t h in o s ) mean t r u s t w o r th y  and d e p e n d a b le . 13 
C h r is t  is  " f a i t h f u l  and t r u e "  in  th re e  f u n c t io n s :
’ . He i s  " f a i t h f u l  u n to  d e a th " ;  Rev 1 :5  c o n n e c ts  H is  b e in g  a
" f a i t h f u l  w itn e s s "  w i th  H is  d e a th  in  th e  same m anner as A n tip a s  was a
f a i t h f u l  w itn e s s  u n to  d e a th  ( 2 : 13) - °
‘ Norman H. S n a ith ,  The D i s t i n c t i v e  Id e a s  o f  th e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t 
(London : E p w o rth  P re s s , 19U4 ) ,  pp. 79. 29 -
” J .  M u i le n b u rg , " H o l in e s s , "  IDB 2 :6 1 6 .
'Jam es S tro n g ,  Hebrew and C ha ldee D ic t io n a r y  i n  The E x h a u s t iv e  
C oncordance  o f  th e  B ib le  'New f o r k :  A b in g d o n -C o k e s b u ry  P re s s , 1 8 9 0 ),
P . I d .
4
L a d d , R e v e la t io n . p p . 64 -65 .
'3 a u e r  , G re e k -£ n g l is h  L e x ic o n .
^ C a ird  , R e v e la t io n , p .  16; A u ne , " S t .  J o h n 's  r t o r t r a i t , "  p . 139-
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2. He is  a f a i t h f u l  w itn e s s  in  re b u k in g  H is  p e o p le  ( 3 : 1 4 ) ,  as 
a f a i t h f u l  w i tn e s s  who io e s  n o t  l i e ,  b u t  s p e a k s  th e  t r u t h  
(P r 14; 5 , 2 5 ) .
3. As th e  F a i t h f u l  and T ru e  One He jud ge s  and makes war 
(Hev 1 9 : 1 1 ) .  H is ju d g m e n ts  a re  f a i r  and j u s t  ( 1 6 : 4 )  fo r  th e y  p u n is h  
H is  enem ies and d e l i v e r  H is  p e o p le .
lo v e
In  th e  A p o c a ly p s e , G od 's  lo v e  is  extended  b o th  to  H is  p e o p le  
and to  th e  h o s t i l e  w o r ld .
The th re e  members o f  th e  T r i n i t y  e x te n d  g ra ce  and peace to  th e  
c h u rc h e s  ( 1: 4- 5 ) ,  Jesus re v e a le d  H is  lo v e  by th e  u l t im a t e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  
d e a th  ( 5 :6 ,  9; 1 3 :8 ) ,  ’w h ich  f re e s  H is  p e o p le  from  s in  ( 1 : 5 ) .  He id e n ­
t i f i e s  w ith  th e  s u f f e r in g s  o f  H is  p e o p le  ( 1 : 9 ) .  v in d ic a t in g  them b e fo re  
t h e i r  e n e m ie s  ( 3 : 9 : 1 8 : 2 0 ) ,  s u c c o r in g  them  th r o u g h  p e r s e c u t io n
(1 2 :6 ,  14, : 6 ) and d e a th  ( 14 : 13) .  In  th e  age to  come, He sh e p h e rd s
them to  l i v i n g  w a te rs  ( 7 : 1 7 ) ,  and th e  F a th e r H im s e lf  w ipes th e  te a r s
from  t h e i r  eyes ( 7 :1 7 ;  2 1 : 4 ) ,  comes to  d w e il  w ith  them ( 2 1 : 3 ) ,  and 
s h e l t e r s  them w ith  H is  p re se n ce  ( 7 : 1 5 - 1 6 ) .  even r e p r o o f  and c h a s te n in g  
a re  e v id e n c e s  o f  H is  lo v e  ( 3 :1 9 ) .
D iv in e  lo v e  i s  a ls o  e x te n d e d  to  th e  h o s t i le  w o r ld ,  d e s c r ib e d  as 
" th o s e  who d w e il  on th e  e a r th "  ( 6 :1 0 ;  1 1 :1 0 ; 1 3 :8 , 14; 1 7 :3 ) ,  as
" t r i b e s  and tongues  and n a t io n s "  ( 1 1 :9 ;  1 3 :7 ; 1 7 :1 5 ) , as " k in g s  o f  th e  
e a r t h , "  " g r e a t  m en ," " th e  r i c h  and th e  s t r o n g , "  " s la v e  and f r e e ”  ( 6 :1 5 ;  
1 9 :1 8 ) ,  and as " B a b y lo n ,"  th e  a rchenem y o f  God. l e t  th e  g o s p e l is
p ro c la im e d  " t o  th o se  who d w e l l  on e a r th ,  . . . e v e ry  n a t io n  and t r i b e  
and tongue  and p e o p le , "  and fo r  m u l t i t u d e s  o f  them H is  re d e m p tio n  is  
e f f e c t i v e  ( 5 :9 - 1 0 ) :  many " k in g s  o f  th e  e a r th "  e n te r  th e  few J e ru s a le m
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2 1 :2 *4 ), and B abylon  i t s e l f  c o n ta in s  many o f  B o d 's  p eo p le  who a re  
c a l le d  to  come o u t  o f  h e r ( 1 8 :4 ) .  The i n v i t a t i o n  to  re c e iv e  e t e r n a l  
l i f e  is  e x ten de d  to  a l l  who a re  t h i r s t y  and have a d e s ire  to  come 
(2 2 :1 7 ) .  Even God '3  judgm ents  on th e  w ic k e d  w o r ld  have a re d e m p t iv e  
p u rp o se  ( 9 : 20 ; 16: 9 ) .
W ra th
W rath  is  a p ro m in e n t a t t r i b u t e  o f  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  God in  th e  
book o f  S e v e la t- 'o n  and i s  c o e x te n s iv e  w i th  H is  lo v e — s in c e  w ra th  i s  an 
e x p re s s io n  o f  wounded lo v e  (3 :1 6 ,  1 9 ).
J u s t as G o d 's  lo v e  is  d ir e c te d  to  s a in ts  and s in n e rs  a l i k e ,  so
is  H is  w ra th .  The appearance  o f  C h r is t  ( 1 :1 3 -1 6 )  s u g g e s ts  'w ra th  to
c h u rc h  and w o r ld  a l i k e :  H is  eyes as a f la m e  o f  f i r e  ( 1 :1 4 )  condemn
b o th  c h u rc h  ( 2 :1 8 ,  23) and h o s t i l e  w o r ld  ( 1 9 :1 2 ) ;  H is  fe e t  o f  b u rn is h e d
b ro n z e  ( 1 :1 5 )  th re a te n  th e  c h u rc h  ( 2 :1 8 )  and tra m p le  H is  enem ies in
f u r y  ( 1 9 :1 5 ) ;  th e  sh a rp  tw o -edged  sw ord  fro m  H is  mouth s t r i k e s  o u t  a t
im m o r a l i t y  in  th e  c h u rc h  (2 :1 4 -1 6 )  as w e l l  as s m it in g  th e  n a t io n s
( 1 9 :1 5 ) ;  H is  fa ce  as th e  sun s h in in g  in  f u l l  s t r e n g th  C l : 76) p r o s t r a t e s  
th e  p ro p h e t ( 1 :1 7 )  and t e r r o r iz e s  th e  w icke d  ( 6 :1 6 ) .
C h r i s t 's  w ra th  tow ard  H is  p e o p le  i s  a m a n ife s ta t io n  o f  H is  
lo v e :  "T hose  whom I  lo v e  I  re p ro v e  and c h a s te n "  ( 3 :1 9 ) .  The d im e n s io n
o f  H is  lo v e  m easures th e  s e v e r i t y  o f  H is  'w ra th , th e  w ra th  o f  wounded
l o v e , s in c e  th e  c o v e n a n t God is  je a lo u s  o f  any u n fa i t h f u ln e s s  to w a rd
H im . The s in s  w h ich  c a l l  f o r t h  H is  w ra th  a re  u n re s p o n s iv e n e s s  to  Him 
( lo s s  o f  lo v e  [ 2 : 4 ] ,  deadne3s o f  s o u l [ 3 : 1 ] .  lukew arm ness [ 3 : 1 6 ] ) ,  and
a t t r a c t i o n  to  r i v a l  m a s te rs  and l o r d s ,  in d ic a te d  by such w ords as
'3 .  T. D a h ib e rg , "W ra th  o f  G od ," IDB 4 ; 9 0 6 -9 0 7 .
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' ' i d o l s , ' ’ " im m o r a l i t y , "  12: T ̂ , 20) and " a d u l t e r y "  ( 2 :2 0 - 2 2 ) .  Tha t th e s e  
te rm s are to  be u n d e rs to o d  s y m b o l ic a l ly  r a th e r  th a n  l i t e r a l l y  i s  b o rn e
o u t by th e  r e s t  o f  th e  book , in  w h ich  p o rn e ia  has th e  m eaning o f  r e l i ­
g io u s  i n f i d e l i t y  ( 1 7 :1 - 2 ;  1 8 :3 ; 19 : 2 , e t c . ) . 1
W rath a g a in s t  th e  'world is  caused by i t s  o p p re s s io n  o f  G o d 's
p eop le  ( 1 6 :5 -6 ;  1 7 :6 ;  1 9 :2 ) ,  by fa ls e  w o rs h ip  and a l le g ia n c e  to  r i v a l
powers ( 1 4 :9 - 1 0 ) ,  and by w a r fa re  a g a in s t  God ( 1 9 :1 9 - 2 1 ) .  In  p o u r in g  
o u t H is w ra th ,  God uses e v i l  men and dem on ic  fo rc e s ^  ( 6 :4 ;  9 : 1- 11 ;
1 6 :1 4 ; 1 7 :1 6 -1 7 )  as w e l l  as H is  own d i r e c t  a c t io n ^  (1 1 :1 8 ; 1 4 :1 0 ; 1 5 :4 ; 
1 6 :7 -8 ; 1 9 :1 1 , 1 5 ) . The 'w rath  o f  God i s  e x e rc is e d  o n ly  t e m p o r a r i ly ,
coming to  an end ( 1 5 : 1 ) when th e  o c c a s io n  fo r  w ra th ,  n am e ly  s in ,  i s  
e ra d ic a te d  ( 2 2 :3 ) .
^ a i r d ,  R e v e la t io n . p . 39-
^Thus e v i l  p u n is h e s  e v i l .  N o t ic e  how God used H is  enemy, 
A s s y r ia ,  as " t h e  ro d  o f  my a n g e r" in  p u n is h in g  I s r a e l  ( Is a  1 0 :5 -6 ) .
•j
" k .  I .  H anson , in  h is  co m p re h e n s iv e  t r e a tm e n t o f  th e  ’w ra th  o f  
God (The W ra th  o f  th e  Lamb) a rgues t h a t  th e  w ra th  o f  God in  R e v e la t io n
does n o t re p re s e n t  p e rs o n a l v in d ic t iv e n e s s  on th e  p a r t  o f  God to w a rd  
3 in n e rs  b u t an im p e rs o n a l p ro ce ss  o f  r e t r i b u t i o n '  th a t  w orks i t s e l f  o u t  
in  the  c o u rs e  o f  h i s t o r y  as a consequence o f  th e  r e je c t io n  and c r u c i ­
f i x io n  o f  th e  M e ss ia h  (p .  1 7 0 ). The w ro n g -d o e r  s u f f e r s  th e  n a t u r a l
consequences o f  th e  la w  o f  cause and e f f e c t .  The sphe re  o f  w ra th  is  
the  sp he re  o f  th e  la w  (p . 110) and n o t  o f  C h r is t  who e x h ib i t s  o n ly
s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  lo v e  ( p .  170 ).
H anson ' s a rg um en t r e s ts  upon th re e  a s s u m p tio n s :
1. The B ib le  w r i t in g s  p ro g re s s  fro m  p r im i t i v e  to  more e n l i g h t ­
ened v ie w s . The O ld Testam ent d e p ic ts  w ra th  as an e m o tio n  o f  God 
(som etim es c a p r ic io u s )  whereas th e  New T e s ta m e n t does n o t  ( p .  9 ) .
2 . God i s  lo v e .  W rath as an e m o tio n  is  in c o n s is te n t  w ith  
lo v e ,  and th e r e fo r e  n o t  " C h r is t ia n "  ( p .  1 7 8 ).
3. The book  o f  R e v e la t io n  was l a r g e l y  f u l f i l l e d  in  th e  t im e  o f  
Rome ( th e  p r e t e r i s t  v ie w ) .  Tne w ine  o f  G od 's  w ra th  a g a in s t  3 a b y lo n  was 
f u l f i l l e d  h i s t o r i c a l l y  in  th e  f a l l  o f  Rome.
There a re ,  h o w e ve r, th e se  s e r io u s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  H a n s o n 's
v ie w s :
He c re a te s  a d ic h o to m y  be tw een  th e  O ld and New T e s ta m e n ts , 
d eny ing  th e  b a s ic  u n i t y  and harmony o f  S c r ip t u r e .
2 . He c r e a te s  a d ic h o to m y  be tw een  God and H is  la w . He sees 
C h r is t  as lo v in g  and s a c r i f i c i a l ,  w hereas i t  i s  th e  law  w h ich  w o rks
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God is  c a l le d  " j u s t ”  in  th e  A p o ca lyp se  o n ly  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith
the  p o u r in g  o u t  o f  H is  ju d g m e n ts  (1 6 :5 ,  7; 1 9 :2 ;  see 1 9 :1 1 ) . 1 H is
ju d g m e n ts  d e m o n s tra te  H is  j u s t i c e ,  w h ich  demands t h a t  s in  be pun ish ed  
and r ig h te o u s n e s s  be re w a rd e d  ( 1 5 :3 - ^ :  1 1 :1 3 ) .  H ow ever, God i s  con­
ce rn ed  n o t o n ly  w ith  b e in g  j u s t ,  b u t 'w ith  b e in g  p e rc e iv e d  as j u s t .  He 
r e q u ir e s  th e  m o ra l s u p p o r t  o f  th e  u n iv e rs e  f o r  H is  a c t io n s .  He m ig h t 
be accused o f  b e in g  to o  l e n ie n t ,  as th e  c r y  o f  th e  m a r ty rs  ( 6 :1 0 )  
im p l ie s .  Or H is  u n m it ig a te d  w ra th  (1 U ;1 0 ) m ig h t be c r i t i c i z e d  as b e in g  
to o  s e v e re . I t  is  s i g n i f i c a n t  th a t  -when H is  ju d g m e n ts  are  f i n a l l y  
pou red  o u t ,  heaven and e a r th  a l i k e  p ro c la im  t h a t  He i s  j u s t  ( 1 5 :3 —111
1 6 :5 -7 ; 1 9 :1 -2 ) .
Though God c a n n o t be th e  norm fo r  h u m a n ity  in  H is  incom m uni­
c a b le  a t t r ib u t e s  ( s e l f - e x i s t e n c e ,  s o v e r e ig n ty ,  o m n ip o te n c e , o m n i­
s c ie n c e ,  h o l in e s s ) .  H is  co m m un icab le  a t t r i b u t e s  a re  seen in  R e v e la t io n  
as r e f le c t e d  in  H is  p e o p le .  He d is c lo s e s  H im s e lf  th ro u g h  " th e  word o f
w ra th  th ro u g h  th e  im p e rs o n a l m o ra l o rd e r  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e .  No one would 
deny th a t  s in  o f te n  b r in g s  i t s  own d re a d  co nse qu en ces  w ith o u t  th e
d i r e c t  in t e r v e n t io n  o f  God. B u t to  deny t h a t  God eve r does a c t
d i r e c t l y  in  p u n is h in g  e v i l  i s  to  c o n t r a d ic t  th e  p la in  te s t im o n y  o f  
S c r ip tu r e  (e x a m p le s : th e  f lo o d :  th e  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  Sodom; th e  e a r th
s w a llo w in g  up K o rah , D a th a n , and A b ira m ; th e  e x e c u t io n  o f  A nan ias  and
S a p p h ir a ; th e  la k e  o f  f i r e ) .  In  e n d e a v o r in g  to  s e p a ra te  God from  H is
la w , Hanson fo r g e ts  t h a t  la w  i s  an e x p re s s io n  o f  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  God.
I f  th e  law  e x h ib i t s  w ra th  to w a rd  s in ,  so does G od.
3. H is  " r e a l i z e d  e s c h a to lo g y , "  in  w h ic h  w ra th  i s  worked o u t  
n a t u r a l l y  in  h is t o r y ,  does n o t do j u s t i c e  to  th e  A p o c a ly p t ic  p ic t u r e  o f  
•wrath as an e s c h a to lo g ic a l  ju d g m e n t in  w h ich  God a c ts  as He has n eve r
b e fo re  ac ted  in  h is t o r y .  H is t o r y  does n o t  g iv e  a d e q u a te  re w a rd s ; th e re  
m ust be an e s c h a to lo g ic a l  ju d g m e n t to  s e t t l e  a c c o u n ts .  H anson 's  t r e a t ­
ment o f  Rev * i i : 9 - H  i s  w eak: he does n o t d is c u s s  th e  la k e  o f  f i r e
w h ich  m ust be e s c h a to lo g ic a l  and n o t h i s t o r i c a l .  H is  p r e t e r i s t i c  v ie w  
v i r t u a l l y  c a n c e ls  o u t any v ie w  o f  a la s t - d a y  d ie s  i r a e .
'The 3SV c o r r e c t l y  t r a n s la t e s  d ik a io s  as j u s t  - a th e r  th a n  
r ig h te o u s  in  th e s e  c a s e s . To be c o n s is t e n t , th e y  s h o u ld  have t r a n s ­
la te d  d ik a io s y n e  in  1 9 :1 1  as j u s t i c e :  " I n  j u s t i c e  he ju d g e s  and makes
war . "
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God and th e  te s t im o n y  o f  J e s u s " ;  H is  p e o p le  a re  c h a n n e ls  in  t h i s  same 
c o m m u n ic a tio n  ( 1 :9 ;  6 :9 ) .  He i s  c o n s ta n t ,  r e l i a b l e ,  and f a i t h f u l ;  H is  
t r u e  fo l lo w e r s  a re  f a i t h f u l  in  s u f f e r in g  and d ea th  ( 1 : 9 ;  2 :1 3 ) -  He i s  
s o v e re ig n  L o rd ; th e y  s h a re  H is  d o m in io n  by r e ig n in g  w i th  Him ( 2 0 : 6 ) .  
He a lo n e  i s  u l t im a t e ly  h o ly ;  th e y  a re  h o ly  ( 2 2 :1 1 )  th ro u g h  c o n s e c ra t io n
to  H im . He is  a God o f  l o v e ;  th e y  to o  a re  lo v in g  ( 2 :1 9 ) .  He re s p o n d s
to  s in  w ith  w ra th ;  th e y  s h a re  in  e x e c u t in g  H is  'w rath ( 2 :2 6 - 2 7 ) .
The c h a ra c te r  o f  God in  i t s  com m un icab le  a t t r i b u t e s  i s  th u s
seen as th e  norm by w h ic h  h u m a n ity  is  to  l i v e  and be ju d g e d .
Je su s  as norm
The many s i m i l a r i t i e s  betw een C h r is t  and th e  s a in t s  in  th e
A p o c a ly p s e  in d ic a te  t h a t  th e  R e v e la to r  c l e a r l y  in te n d e d  to  d e p ic t  Jesus 
as th e  norm , th e  p a t t e r n ,  th e  m odel fo r  th e  s a in ts  to  f o l lo w  in  b o th
e x p e r ie n c e  and c h a r a c te r .  Though th e r e  a re  v a s t q u a l i t a t i v e  d i f f e r ­
ences betw een C h r is t  and th e  s a in t s , n o te d  a t  th e  c lo s e  o f  t h i s  s e c ­
t i o n , th e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  m us t n o t be a llo w e d  to  o b scu re  th e  a u t h o r 's
p o in t  th a t  th e  ch u rch  as th e  body o f  C h r is t  re p e a ts  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f
th e  Head and r e f l e c t s  H is  c h a r a c t e r .
E x p e r ie n c e
Jesus is  w itn e s s  to  th e  t r u t h  o f  God ( 1 :1 - 2 ,  5; 3 ;1 U ) ;  ^he
s a in ts  a re  w itn e s s e s  ( 1 :9 ;  2 :1 3 ; 6 :9 ;  * 1 :3 ;  1 2 :1 7 ; 2 0 :4 ) .  Jesus i s  
K ing  ( 1 9 :1 6 )  and p r ie s t  ( 1 : 1 3 ) ;  th e  3 a in ts  a re  k in g s  and p r ie s t s  ( 1 : 6 ;  
5 :1 0 ; 2 0 :6 ) .  Jesus s u f f e r e d ;  th e  s a in ts  s h a re  H is  s u f f e r in g s  ( 1 : 9 ) .
Jesus d ie d  a v io le n t  d e a th  ( 5 :6 ,  9— s p h a z e s th a i: to  be b u tc h e re d ,
s la u g h te re d ,  m u r d e r e d ') ;  th e  m a r ty r s  a re  a ls o  v i o l e n t l y  p u t to  d e a th
B a u e r, G re e k -E n g lis h  L e x ic o n , s . v .  "s p h a z o ."
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6 :9 :  2 0 :4 — s la u g h te re d  and b eh ea de d ). Jesus ro s e  from  the  dead
; i : l 8 ) ;  th e  s a in t s  a ls o  w i l l  come to  l i f e  ( 2 0 : 4 ) .  Jesus conque red  
( 5 : 5 ) ;  th e  s a in t s  " r e p e a t  in  t h e i r  own l i v e s  th e  a rc h e ty p a l v i c t o r y  o f  
C h r is t "  ( 3 :2 1 ) .  Jesus s i t s  on the  th ro n e  o f  God ( i b i d . )  and re ig n s  as 
K ing  o f  Ic ings  and Lord  o f  lo r d s  (1 1 :1 5 ; 1 9 :1 6 ) .  The s a in ts  w i l l  s i t
w i th  Him on H is  th ro n e  (3 :2 1 )  and r e ig n  w i th  Him ( 2 :2 6 - 2 7 ;  5 :1 0 ; 2 2 :5 ) .
The " tw o  'w itn e s s e s "  o f  Rev 11 e s p e c ia l l y  s h a re  th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  
o f  C h r i s t :  th e y  w itn e s s  fo r  1260 days ( v .  2 ) ,  th e  le n g th  o f  H is  m in ­
i s t r y ;  th e y  a re  k i l l e d  ( v .  7 ) ;  th e y  l i e  dead fo r  a s im i la r  p e r io d  o f  
t im e  ( v .  11) in  th e  c i t y  where t h e i r  Lo rd  was c r u c i f i e d  ( v .  8 ) ;  th e
•wicked r e jo ic e  a t  t h e i r  d e a th  ( v .  10; c f .  Jn 1 6 :2 0 ) ;  th e y  r is e  from  th e  
dead (Rev 1 1 :1 1 ) and ascend to  heaven in  a c lo u d  ( v .  12; c f .  A c ts  1 :9 ) -
A p ro m in e n t c o n c e p t in  the  book is  t h a t  f e l lo w s h ip  w ith  C h r is t  
in  H is  s u f f e r in g s  le a d s  to  fe l lo w s h ip  in  H is  v i c t o r y  and r e ig n  l a t e r .
C h a ra c te r
Many o f  th e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  C h r is t  a re  seen in  th e  s a in t s . They 
r e f l e c t  H is  p a t ie n t  endu rance  in  t r i a l  (Rev 1 :9 ; 2 :2 ;  1 4 :1 2 ) . They
h a te  th e  s in  t h a t  He h a te s  ( 2 : 6 ) ;  th e y  a re  f a i t h f u l  ( 2 :1 0 ,  13; 1 7 :1 4 )
as He is  f a i t h f u l  ( 1 :5 ;  3 :1 4 ; 1 9 :1 1 ) . 7ne s a in t s  a re  h o ly  (1 3 :2 0 ;
2 0 :6 ; 2 2 :6 .  11) as He is  h o ly  ( 3 : 7 ) .  They a re  c lo th e d  in  w h ite  ( 3 :4 - 5 ;
5 :1 1 ; 7 :9 ,  14; 19 : 8 , 1 4 ) , th e  c o lo r  o f  H is  p u r i t y  ( 1 :1 4 ;  1 9 :1 1 ; 2 0 :1 1 ) ,
and w ith  th e  sun ( 1 2 : 1 ) ,  H is  g lo r y  ( 1 :1 6 ;  10: 1) w h ich  is  r ig h te o u s n e s s
( Is a  5 3 :3 ;  ?s 3 7 :6 )  .
The s a in t s  f o l lo w  th e  Lamb 'w herever He g o e s , b o th  in  t h i s  l i f e
and th e  l i f e  to  come (Rev 1 4 ; U ;  c f .  J e r 2 : 2 ) .  J e s u s ' e th ic  is  an e t h ic
C a i r d , R e v e la t io n ,  p . 297.
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o f  f o l lo w in g ,  c o p y in g ,  c o n fo rm in g  to  H im s e l f . 1
W h ile  th e  s a in ts  c o n fo rm  to  C h r is t  in  e x p e r ie n c e  and c h a r a c te r ,  
th e re  are  s i g n i f i c a n t  q u a l i t a t i v e  d i f f e r e n c e s  betw een Him and them :
1. The d e a th  o f  C h r i s t ,  s y m b o liz e d  by " th e  b lo o d  o f  th e  Lam o," 
has enormous p o w e rs : i t  f r e e s  fro m  s in  ( 1 : 5 ) ,  c le a n s e s  ( 7 : 1 4 ) ,  ransom s
lo s t  h u m a n ity  ( 5 : 9 ) .  and g iv e s  v i c t o r y  o ve r Satan  ( 1 2 :1 1 ) .  The b lo o d  
o f  th e  m a r ty r s ,  by c o n t r a s t ,  c a l l s  f o r  vengeance upon G o d 's  enem ies and 
p ro v id e s  th e  o c c a s io n  fo r  th e  p o u r in g  o u t  o f  G o d 's  ju d g m e n ts  (6 :1 0 ;  
1 6 :4 -7 ;  1 7 :6 ; 1 9 :2 ) .  T h e ir  b lo o d  does n o t have  s a v in g ,  c le a n s in g
power .
2. In  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  d iv in e  c o m m u n ica tio n  w ith  m an, J e s u s , as 
th e  o r ig in a t o r  o f  " t h e  te s t im o n y  o f  J e s u s , '1 i s  a p r im a ry  s o u rce  
( 1 : 1 - 2 ) .  The s a in ts  a t  b e s t a re  s e c o n d a ry  so u rce s  ( 2 0 : 4 ) .
j .  Jesus i s  "K in g  o f  k in g s  and Lord o f  l o r d s ”  ( 1 9 :1 6 ) ;  th e  
s a in t s  must th e n  be s u b o r d in a te ,  o r  v a s s a l,  k in g s  ( 2 0 : 6 ) .
A 3tu d y  o f  th e  m essages to  th e  seven c h u rc h e s  r e v e a ls  t h a t  th e  
s a in t s ,  o f te n  d e fe c t iv e  ( c h a p te r s  2 end 3 ) .  ta n  a c h ie v e  r ig h te o u s n e s s  
by dependence upon C h r is t  ( 3 17 8 )— b y  b e in g  c lo th e d  w i th  th e  g lo r y  o f  
C h r is t  ( 1 2 :1 ) .  I t  i s  by u n io n  w ith  Him th a t  th e y  r e f l e c t  H is  
c h a r a c t e r .
The commandments as a norm  o f  c h a r a c te r
Two t im e s  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  th e  s a in ts  a re  d e s c r ib e d  as " th o s e
2
who keep th e  commandments o f  God (1 2 :1 7 ; 1 4 :1 2 ) . “  The commandments
‘ L a R o n d e lle , P e r f e c t io n , p .  46.
~A t h i r d  r e fe r e n c e .  "B le s s e d  a re  th e y  t h a t  do h is  commandments" 
in  2 2 :1 4  is  based on an i n f e r i o r  t e x t  (M e tz g e r , T e x tu a l  C om m entary , p p . 
“ 6 7 -7 6 3 .)
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th u s  become a norm o f  r ig h te o u s  c h a r a c te r  .
7ne q u e s tio n  a r is e s  as to  w h ic h  commandments a re  m eant in  th e
above t e x t s :  th e  D e ca lo g u e , o r Mew T estam en t p re c e p ts  o f  J e s u s . In
th e  Mew Testam ent th e  commandments g e n e r a l ly  a p p ly  to  th e  D e ca lo g u e , 
e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  S y n o p tic s  and P a u lin e  w r i t in g s  (M t 5 :1 7 - 1 9 ;  '5 : 3 - 4 ;  
’ 9 :1 7 :  Mk 1 0 :1 9 ; Lk 2 3 :5 6 ; Pom 7 :7 - 3 ;  Eph 6 :2 ) .  Jesus e m p ha s ized  th a t
th e  under l y in g  p r in c ip le s  o f  th e  law  were lo v e  to  God and man
(M t 2 2 :3 6 - 4 0 ) .  H is te a c h in g s  tra n s c e n d e d  th e  D eca logue b u t  n e v e r re p u ­
d ia te d  i t .  S im i la r l y ,  th o u g h  P au l re v e a le d  the  in a d e q u a c y  o f  th e  law  
fo r  s a lv a t io n ,  he never d im in is h e d  th e  o b l ig a t io n  to  keep  i t . 1 F a ith  
w o rk in g  th ro u g h  lo v e  (G a l 5 :6 )  p ro d u c e s  o b e d ie n ce  to  th e  la w  ( v .  1 4 ).
John in  h is  g o s p e l and e p is t le s  uses th e  word "com m andm ent" o r  
"com m andm ents" w ith  a d i f f e r e n t  e m p h a s is , r e f e r r i n g  to  th e  im p e r a t iv e  
to  lo v e ,  to  b e l ie v e ,  and to  do th e  w i l l  o f  God (Jn  1 3 :3 ^ t 1 5 :1 2 ;
1 Jn 2 :3 ,  10; 3 :2 3 ; 4 :2 1 ; 2 Jn 5 - 6 ) .  They a re  i d e n t i f i e d  as Je su s '
conm andm ents. The commandments in  John in v o lv e  more th a n  m o ra l p re ­
c e p ts ;  th e y  in v o lv e  a w ho le  way o f  l i f e  in  lo v in g  u n io n  w i th  C h r i s t . "
H ow ever, th e  Johann ine  em phas is  on th e  commandment to  lo v e  i s  b a s ic a l l y  
th e  same as J e s u s ' and P a u l 's  e m p ha s is  on lo v e  as th e  u n d e r ly in g  p r in ­
c ip le  o f  th e  D ecalogue (M t 2 2 :3 6 —40; G a l 5 :1 4 ) .
In  R e v e la t io n  " th e  commandments o f  God" ( n o t  o f  Jesus as in  
J o h n 's  g o s p e l)  m ust r e f e r  to  th e  p re c e p ts  o f  th e  D eca logue  in  th e  u s u a l 
Mew T es tam en t s e n s e . E v id e n ce  fo r  t h i s  may be seen in  th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  
th e  p a ssa g e . C hap te rs  12 to  14 a re  v iew ed  a g a in s t  th e  s a n c tu a ry
G. S ch ren k , " E n t o le T D N T  2 :5 4 9 , 552.
“ Raymond E. Brown , The G o s p e l A c c o rd in g  to  John X I I I - X X I  (G a r­
den C i t y :  D oub leday, 1970) p . 638.
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"b a c k d ro p "  scene o f  11:19  w h ic h  exposes th e  a rk  o f  th e  c o v e n a n t in  th e  
Most H o ly  P la ce  o f  th e  h e a v e n ly  s a n c tu a r y .  The a rk  had tw o  f e a t u r e s ,  
th e  law  o f  th e  te n  commandments in s id e  r e p re s e n t in g  d iv in e  j u s t i c e ,  and 
th e  m ercy s e a t above re p re s e n t in g  p a rdo n  th ro u g h  f a i t h  in  C h r i s t .  The 
e x p re s s io n  "commandments o f  'Cod and f a i t h  o f  Je su s" ( 1 9 :1 2 )  th u s  
d e r iv e s  from  th e s e  tw o fe a tu re s  o f  th e  a r k .
In b o th  1 2 :1 7  and 1 9 :1 2  we see th e  Johann ine  p e c u l i a r i t y  o f  
never s p e a k in g  o f  th e  commandments w i th o u t  m e n t io n in g  J e s u s .1 John 
com bines th e  c h ie f  c h a r a c t e r is t i c  o f  O ld T estam en t s a in th o o d , o b e d ie n c e  
to  th e  la w , w i th  th e  c h ie f  f a c to r  in  th e  C h r is t ia n  l i f e ,  th e  f a i t h  o f  
J e s u s .~  3 o th  la w  and g o s p e l a re  h e re  in c lu d e d .^
The m o ra l p r i n c ip le s  o f  th e  Ten Commandments a re  an e x p re s s io n  
o f  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  God. The two ta b le s  a re  summed up in  th e  p r in c ip le  
o f  lo v e  (M t 2 2 :3 6 -9 0 )  w h ich  i s  th e  suprem e a t t r i b u t e  o f  God (1 Jn 9 ;3 )  . 
Hence i t  i s  to  be e xp e c te d  th a t  th e  3 a in t s  would d e v e lo p  c h a r a c te r s  in  
harmony w i th  th e  la w  o f  God.
Summary: th e  Norm o f  C h a ra c te r
T h is  s tu d y  r e v e a ls  t h a t  th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  God in  i t s  
com m un icab le  a t t r i b u t e s  is  th e  norm fo r  human c h a r a c te r . God has 
re v e a le d  H is  c h a r a c te r  to  m a n k in d  th ro u g h  th e  l i f e  and exam ple  o f  
Je su s , and th ro u g h  H is  commandments— b o th  o f  ’w h ich  a re  e x p re s s io n s  o f  
H is  c h a r a c te r .  The q u a l i t i e s  o f  G o d 's  c h a ra c te r  to  be r e f le c t e d  in  man 
are  f a i t h f u l n e s s ,  l o y a l t y  shown b y  e nd u ra n ce  in  s u f f e r i n g ,  f a i t h ,  lo v e ,  
h o l in e s s , and r ig h te o u s n e s s  .
'S c h re n k , " E n to le , "  p . 553- “ S w e te , R e v e la t io n , p .  *36.
'L e n s k i , R e v e la t io n , p . 9 3 9 .
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Man is  th u s  h e ld  a c c o u n ta b le  to  a s ta n d a rd  o u ts id e  o f  and above
h is  own human n a tu r e ,  o r h is  own r a t i o n a l  c o n c e p ts  o f  goodness. He i s
c a l le d  back to  th e  p r im o r d ia l  norm o f  im a g in g  God as the  g o a l o f  human 
e x is t e n c e .
E v i l  C h a ra c te r  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  
E v i l ,  o r s in ,  can be d e f in e d  in  th e  e t h i c a l  sense as t r a n s g r e s ­
s io n  o f  a m o ra l c o d e , o r  in  a r e l i g io u s  sense  as r e b e l l io n  a g a in s t  th e
p e rson  o f  G o d . ' In th e  R e v e la t io n ,  s in  i s  d e s c r ib e d  in  r e l i g io u s  te rm s
in v o lv in g  m a n 's  r e la t io n s h ip  to  God. The c o n c e p t o f  s in  as a v i o l a t i o n
o f  a m o ra l code a p p e a rs  o n ly  i n d i r e c t l y .
John d e p ic t s  e v i l  as a fo rc e  th a t  n o t o n ly  p e rvades  th e  a tm os­
p he re  o f  th e  w o r ld  ( 9 :2 )  b u t t h a t  i n f i l t r a t e s  th e  c h u rc h  ( c h a p te r s  2
and 3 ) .  Hence we w i l l  c o n s id e r  e v i l  as i t  m a n ife s ts  i t s e l f  in  th e
w o r ld  and in  th e  c h u r c h .
E v i l  in  th e  W orld
H o s t i l i t y  to  G od. H is  p e o p le , and H is  la w
The m ost p e rv a s iv e  s in  in  R e v e la t io n  is  h o s t i l i t y  to  God and
a l l  t h a t  He r e p r e s e n ts ,  r e m in is c e n t  o f  th e  w o rds  o f  P a u l:
For th e  m ind th a t  i s  3 e t on th e  f le s h  is  h o s t i l e  to  God; i t  does
n o t s u b m it to  G o d 's  la w , in d e e d  i t  c a n n o t ;  and th o se  who a re  in  th e
f le s h  c a n n o t p le a s e  God (Rom 8 : 7 - 8 ) .
The h o s t i l i t y  o f  Satan and h is  h o s ts  a g a in s t  God, H is  la w , and H is
p e o p le ,  i s  so g re a t  t h a t  i t  is  c a l le d  w a r .
Satan i s  th e  i n s t ig a t o r  and p rim e  a c t o r :  he i n i t i a t e s  th e  war
in  heaven (Rev 1 2 :7 ) ;  he a t te m p ts  to  k i l l  th e  in c a rn a te  C h r is t  ( v .  4 ) ;
he a t ta c k s  th e  p e o p le  o f  God ( v v .  *3 , * 5 ) ;  he makes war on th o s e  who
S n a i t h ,  D i s t i n c t i v e  Id e a s  o f  O T , p .  50.
Reproduced with permission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout permission.
,<eep the  commandments o f  Cod and have th e  te s t im o n y  o f  Jesus (• /. 1 7 ).
H e re , th e n , we see h o s t i l i t y  to  C h r is t ,  H is  p e o p le ,  and H is  command­
m ents .
Some o f  th e  a g e n ts  w h ich  Satan uses in  h is  w a r fa re  are th e
b e a s t from  th e  b o t to m le s s  p i t  who makes war on th e  " tw o  w itn e s s e s "  and 
k i l l s  them ( 1 1 : 7 ) ,  th e  le o p a rd  b e a s t 'who makes war on th e  s a in ts  and 
conque rs  them ( 13 : 7 ) ;  and th e  te n  k in g s  who, in  le a g u e  w i th  th e  b e a s t ,  
make war on th e  Lamb ( 1 7 :1 3 - 1 * 0 .  In  th e  f i n a l  b a t t l e ,  th e  b e a s t and 
th e  k in g s  o f  th e  e a r th  w i th  t h e i r  a rm ie s  g a th e r  to  make war a g a in s t  
C h r is t  (1 9 : 1 9 ).
H o s t i l i t y  a g a in s t  C h r is t  is  re v e a le d  in  th e  p e rs e c u t io n  o f  H is  
p e o p le . As a r e s u l t  o f  w itn e s s in g  to  Je sus , John s u f fe r e d  e x i le  ( 1 : 9 ) ;  
th e  ch u rch  o f  3 n y rn a  was to  e x p e r ie n c e  im p r is o n m e n t and d e a th  ( 2 :1 0 ) ;  
A n tip a s  was k i l l e d  ( 2 : 1 3 ) ;  th e  " s o u ls  under th e  a l t a r "  had been b ru ­
t a l l y  s la in  ( 6 : 9 ) ;  1 o r  beheaded ( 2 0 : * ! ) ; ^  th e  " tw o  ’w itn e s s e s "  were 
j t i l l e d  and l e f t  exposed on th e  s t r e e t  ( 1 1 : 7 - 3 ) ;  th o s e  who do n o t w or­
s h ip  the  b e a s t a re  n o t a llo w e d  to buy o r 3 e l l  (1 3 : 17) and are  s la in  
( v .  15 ). The h a r lo t  woman i s  d ru n k  w ith  th e  b lo o d  o f  th e  s a in ts  and
■witnesses o f  Jesus ( 1 7 :6 ;  1 8 :2 4 ) .  In a l l  o f  t h e i r  s u f f e r in g ,  th e
3 a in ts  b u t f o l lo w  in  th e  s te p s  o f  t h e i r  Lord  who a ls o  was v i o l e n t l y  
s la in  ( 5 :6 ,  9; 1 3 :8 ) .
M ankind h a te s  th e  p ro p h e t ic  message as fo un d  in  th e  law  and th e
o p h a z e in  means to  s la u g h t e r , b u tc h e r  , o r  m urde r ( 3 a u e r , C re e k - 
E n g l is h  L e x ic o n , s . v .  sphazO ) . s u g g e s tin g  a v i o l e n t  d e a th .
“ P e le k iz o  means behead w ith  an a x , fro m  o e le k y s , a x .
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p ro p h e ts ,  r e g a rd in g  i t  as to rm e n t '' .1 1 :1 0 ) . ’’ Those ’who d w e ll  on th e  
e a r th "  g lo a t  o ve r th e  d ea th  o f  th e  " tw o  w itn e s s e s "  ( i b i d . )  because  th e  
v o ic e  o f  r e p r o o f  is  s i le n c e d .  They com m it th e  u l t im a te  i n d i g n i t y  o f  
r e fu s in g  to  l e t  t h e i r  c o rp s e s  be b u r ie d .
A le s s e r  form  o f  p e r s e c u t io n  i s  su g g e s te d  by th e  word s la n d e r  
( 2 : 9 ) .  o r f a ls e  a c c u s a tio n  o f  th e  s a in t s  by  th e  "syn a g o g u e  o f  S a ta n ,"  
who f o l lo w  th e  exam ple o f  t h e i r  le a d e r ,  th e  "a c c u s e r o f  o u r b r e t h r e n , "  
who "a c c u s e s  them day and n ig h t  b e fo re  o u r  God" ( 1 2 :1 0 ) .
B la sph em y. The A n t i c h r i s t  pow ers o f  R e v e la t io n  b lasphem e  God 
(1 3 :1 .  5 -6 ;  1 7 :3 ) .  In th e  New T e s ta m e n t, b lasphem y c o v e rs  a ra n g e  o f  
m ean ings  such as a s c r ib in g  th e  w o rk  o f  God to  Satan (Mk 3 :2 2 , 2 8 -2 9 ) .  
b r i n g in g  r e p ro a c h  upon th e  name o f  God th r o u g h  a s i n f u l  l i f e  
(Rom 2 :2 4 ) ;  d e r is io n ,  s c o rn ,  m o cke ry  (M t 2 7 :3 9 —*10; Luke 2 2 :6 3 -6 5 ;
2 3 :3 9 ) ;  c u r s in g  God (Rev 1 6 :1 1 , 2 1 ) ;  s la n d e r  ( 2 : 9 ) ;  and th e  a s s u m p tio n  
by man o f  th e  p o s i t io n  and p r e r o g a t iv e s  o f  God (M t 9 :2 - 3 ;  2 6 :6 4 -6 5 ;
John 1 0 :3 3 ) .  A n t i c h r i s t ' s  b la s p h e m y  c o m b in e s  s e v e r a l  o f  th e s e
m e a n in g s :
And I  saw a b e a s t  r i s i n g  o u t o f  t h e  s e a , w i t h  t e n  h o rn s  and
3even  h ea ds , w ith  t e n  d iadem s upon i t s  h o rns  and a b lasphem ous name 
upon i t s  heads . . . .
And th e  b e a s t was g iv e n  a m o u th  u t t e r i n g  h a u g h ty  and 
b lasphem ous words . . .  ; i t  opened i t s  mouth to  u t t e r  b la s p h e m ie s
a g a in s t  God, b la sp h e m in g  h is  name and h is  d w e l l in g ,  t h a t  i s ,  th o se
who d w e l l  in  heaven (Rev 1 3 :1 . 5 - 6 ) .
. . . and I  saw a woman s i t t i n g  on a s c a r le t  b e a s t w h ich  was f u l l
o f  b lasphem ous names (1 7 :3 )  -
P a r a l le l  passages o f  S c r ip tu r e  shed l i g h t  on th e  n a tu re  o f  t h is  
b la s p h e m y :
'N o te  th e  a l lu s io n s  to  Moses and Je re m ia h  in  th e  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  
th e  " tw o  w itn e s s e s " - -M o s e s  a sym bo l o f  th e  la w , and Je re m ia h  o f  th e  
p ro p h e ts  ( 1 1 :3 - 6 ,  c f .  Jer 5 : 1 4 ) .
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He s h a l l  speak w o rds  a g a in s t  th e  M ost H ig h  . . . and s h a l l  t h in k  to  
change th e  t im e s  and th e  la w  (Dan 7 :2 5  [ c f .  v v .  3, 1 1 ] ;  t h i s  v e rs e  
is  th e  s o u rc e  o f  Rev. 1 3 :5 -7 ) .
He s h a l l  e x a l t  h im s e l f  and m a g n ify  h im s e l f  above e v e ry  god and 
s h a l l  speak a s to n is h in g  th in g s  a g a in s t  th e  God o f  gods (Dan 1 1 :3 6 ; 
t h i s  v e rs e  p a r a l l e l s  Dan 7 :2 5 ) .
. th e  man o f  la w le s s n e s s  . . . opposes and e x a l t s  h im s e l f
a g a in s t  e v e ry  s o - c a l le d  god o r o b je c t  o f  w o rs h ip ,  so t h a t  he ta k e s  
h is  s e a t  in  th e  te m p le  o f  God , p r o c la im in g  h im s e l f  t o  be God
'2  Th 2 :3 ;  an a l lu s io n  to  Dan 1 1 :3 6 ) .
The b la sp h e m y  o f  the  b e a s t th u s  c o n s is ts  o f  r e v i l i n g  God and 
H is  s a in t s  (Rev 1 3 :6 ) ,  a t te m p t in g  to  change  G od 's  la w  (Dan 7 :2 5 ) ,  and 
assum ing d iv in e  t i t l e s  and powers (Dan 1 1 :3 6 ; 2 Th 2 :3 ) .  The b la s p h e ­
mous names (Rev 1 3 :1 ; 1 7 :3 ) a re  th u s  t i t l e s  o f  G o d .1
T ha t th e  b e a s t does in d e e d  u s u rp  th e  p la c e  o f  God is  shown in  
i t s  " t o t a l i t a r i a n  demand fo r  t h a t  a b s o lu te  a l le g ia n c e  w h ich  i s  due to  
God a lo n e " ^ — th e  demand fo r  w o rs h ip  ( 1 3 :1 2 )  to  w h ich  God a lo n e  is  e n t i ­
t le d  ( 1 ^ :7 )  and w h ic h  even a n g e ls  r e fu s e  to  a c c e p t (1 9 :1 0 ; 2 2 :3 - 9 ) .  I t  
n o t o n ly  demands w o rs h ip ,  b u t i t  p resum es to  s e t th e  m ark o f  i t s  c h a r ­
a c te r  upon a l l  who w o rs h ip  i t  ( 1 3 :1 6 ) ,  a p r e r o g a t iv e  o f  God a lo n e  whc 
s e ts  th e  s e a l o f  H is  c h a ra c te r  upon H is  p e o p le  ( 3 :1 2 ;  7 :3 ; H * :1 ) .  I t
assumes a u t h o r i t y  o v e r a l l  men (1 3 :7 )  w i th  th e  power to  ta k e  l i f e
( v .  1 5 ). The n a r lo t  woman seduces k in g s  and n a t io n s  to  com m it f o r n ic a ­
t io n  w ith  h e r  ( 1 7 :2 ;  18 :3 ) when th e y  w ere  made fo r  u n io n  w i t h  God
( 1 9 :7 ) .
"B la s p h e m y  in  R e v e la t io n  r e f e r s  a lw ays  to  a d e n ia l  o f  th e  
s o v e re ig n ty  o f  God. Thus in  13:1  and 1 7 :3  th e  'names o f  b la s p h e m y ' a re  
th e  im p e r ia l  t i t l e s ,  such as 'd o m in u s  e t  deus n o s t e r , '  w h icn  a t t r i b u t e  
d i v i n i t y  to  th e  e m p e ro r"  (H anson , 'r fra th  o f  Lamb, p . 1 7 7 ). )to te  t h a t  
th e  Roman e m p e ro rs  were n o t th e  o n ly  ones who assumed d iv in e  t i t l e s .
“ C a ird  , R e v e la t io n . p . 37.
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A b o m in a t io n ■ The word a b o m in a tio n  ( b d e ly g m a ) and i t s  c o g n a te s , 
o c c u r r in g  s e v e ra l t im e s  in  R e v e la t io n ,  b e a rs  a heavy  f r e i g h t  o f  m ean ing  
from  o th e r  p o r t io n s  o f  S c r ip t u r e ,  e s p e c ia l ly  th o s e  d e a lin g  w ith  A n t i ­
c h r i s t .  In th e  Old T e s ta m e n t b de lyg m a ta  a re  a b o m in a tio n s  l in k e d  w i th  
h e a th e n is m  s u ch  as th e  w o r s h ip  o f  i d o l s  and dem ons (D t  2 9 :1 7 :  
2 K i 2 3 :2 4 ; Is a  6 6 :3 ;  J e r  7 :3 0 ) ,  and th e  s o r c e r y ,  human s a c r i f i c e s ,  and 
s e x u a l s in s  so o f te n  c o n n e c te d  'w ith  hea the n  w o rs h ip  (Lev  1 8 :2 6 -2 9 ; 
Dt 1 8 :9 ; 1 K i 1 4 :2 4 ; 2 K i 1 6 :3 ; 2 1 :2 ,  1 1 ) . 1 I s r a e l  b ro u g h t abom ina ­
t io n s  in t o  th e  te m p le  and d e f i l e d  i t  (E zek 5 :1 1 ) .  The "a b o m in a t io n  o f  
d e s o la t io n "  i3  th e  name g iv e n  by Jesus ( ta k e n  fro m  Dan 9 :2 7 ; 1 1 :3 1 ;
1 2 :1 1 , -whence 1 Mac 1 :5 4 )  to  d e s c r ib e  th e  A n t i c h r i s t  power th a t  d e f i l e s  
and d e s tro y s  th e  h o ly  p la c e .  I t  is  th e  u l t im a t e  i d o la t r y  o f  s e l f ­
d e i f i c a t i o n — man " s ta n d in g  in  th e  h o ly  p la c e "  (M t 2 4 :1 5 ) ,  th e  " la w le s s  
one" s i t t i n g  in  th e  te m p le  o f  God, show ing  h im s e l f  th a t  he i s  God 
(2  Th 2 : 4 ) .  The -words "s h o w in g  h im s e l f  t h a t  he is  God" im p ly  a fo rm a l 
c la im  to  occupy th e  c e n t r a l  s e a t in  m en 's  m in ds  w h ic h  b e lo n g s  to  God 
a lo n e  . “
F o l lo w in g  a re  th e  uses o f  bde lygm a and i t s  co g n a te s  in  th e  
A p o c a ly p s e :
The woman was a r ra y e d  in  p u rp le  and s c a r l e t ,  and bedecked w ith  g o ld  
and je w e ls  and p e a r l s , h o ld in g  in  h e r hand a g o ld e n  cup f u l l  o f  
a b o m in a tio n s  and th e  im p u r i t ie s  o f  h e r f o r n i c a t i o n ;  and on her 
fo re h e a d  was w r i t t e n  a name o f  m y s te ry :  "B a b y lo n  th e  g r e a t ,  m o th e r
o f  h a r lo t s  and o f  e a r t h 's  a b o m in a t io n s "  ( 1 7 : 4 - 5 ) .
N o th in g  u n c le a n  s h a l l  e n te r  [ th e  c i t y ] ,  no r any one who p r a c t ic e s  
a b o m in a tio n  o r fa ls e h o o d  ( 2 1 :2 7 ) .
3 u t as fo r  th e  c o w a rd ly ,  th e  f a i t h l e s s ,  th e  p o l lu t e d , as fo r
V e rn e r r o e r s t e r  , " B d e lyg m a , "  TDNT 1 :5 9 9 -
~ 7 o rd , A b o m in a t io n  o f  D e s o la t io n ,  p .  244 .
Reproduced with permission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout permission.
31
m u rd e re rs , f o r n i c a t o r s ,  s o r c e r e r s ,  i d o la t e r s ,  and a l l  l i a r s ,  t h e i r  
l o t  s h a l l  be in  th e  la k e  t h a t  b u rn s  w ith  f i r e  and s u lp h u r  ( 2 1 :8 ) .
In th e s e  c a s e s , th e  ’word a b o m in a t io n  is  a s s o c ia te d  w i th  f o r n ic a t io n ,
h a r lo t r y ,  and u n c le a n n e s s , a i l  te rm s  h a v in g  to  do w i t h  r e l ig io u s
u n f a i t h f u l n e s s '— o r p u t t in g  someone e ls e  in  th e  p la c e  o f  God. T h is  is
i d o l a t r y ,  fa ls e  w o rs h ip .  The s in  o f  A n t i c h r i s t  i s  p e rp e tu a te d  in  e v e ry
numan b e in g  ’who e n s h r in e s  a n o th e r  god , w h e th e r s e l f  C 3 - 17; 1 8 :7 ) ,  or
id o ls  ( 9 :2 0 ;  2 1 :8 ) ,  o r  demons ( 9 :2 0 ;  1 8 :2 ) ,  o r  A n t i c h r i s t  ( 1 3 :4 )  in  th e
s o u l- te m p le  w hich  is  m eant to  be th e  d w e l l in g  p la c e  o f  'God (1 Cor 5 :1 9 ;
Sev 3 :2 0 ) .
Im m o r a l i ty  and e a t in g  fo o d  o f f e r e d  to  id o ls
Three o f  th e  seven c h u rc h e s  o f  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  had to  d e a l w ith
th e  fa ls e  te a c h in g s  o f  th e  N ic o la i t a n s  th a t  i t  was p e r m is s ib le  to  ea t
fo od  s a c r i f i c e d  to  id o ls  and p r a c t ic e  im m o r a l i t y  ( 2 : 6 ,  14, 2 0 ) .  In
Ephesus t h e i r  deeds were h a te d ;  in  Pergamum some h e ld  t h e i r  d o c t r in e ;
0
in  T h y a t ir a  t h e i r  te a c h in g  was t o le r a t e d . ~
Ire n a e u s  a s s e r ts  t h a t  th e  N ic o la i ta n s  were h e r e t i c a l  fo l lo w e r s  
o f  M ic o la u s , the  p r o s e ly te  fro m  A n t io c h ,  one o f  th e  seven deacons 
a p p o in te d  by th e  a p o s t le s  in  Je ru sa le m  (A c ts  6 : 5 ) . '  H ip p o ly tu s  
s u p p o r ts  Ire n a e u s  in  d e c la r in g  t h a t  M ic o la u s  d e p a r te d  from  c o r r e c t
4
d o c t r in e  .
See s e c t io n  e n t i t l e d  " Im m o r a l i t y  and e a t in g  fo od  o f fe re d  to
id o ls  . "
~3eck, " N ic o la i t a n s , "  IDB 3 :5 4 7 .
'I re n a e u s  , A g a in s t  H e re s ie s  I  26 . 3 in  The A n te — tN icene F a th e rs  
*0 v c l s .  (Mew 'fo r k :  C h a r le s  S c r ib n e r 's  Sons, r9 1 3 ) .  ' :  352 ( h e re a f te r  
c i t e d  as ANF) .
" H ip p o ly tu s ,  The R e f u ta t io n  o f  A l l  H e re s ie s  7 1 1 . 24 in  ANF
3 :1 1 5 . Gee a ls o  3 e c k , " N i c o la i t a n s , "  p . 5U8 .
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i t  T h y a t ir a  che fo l lo w e r s  o f  J e z e b e l c la im e d  to  know " th e  deep 
th in g s  o f  S a ta n " (Rev 2 :2 4 ) .  T h is  c la im  to  s p e c ia l  know ledge  o f  deep 
m y s te r ie s  ' n a rk s  th e  in c ip ie n t  G n o s t ic is m  w h ich  w ould f l o u r i s h  a cen ­
t u r y  l a t e r . “
Some s c h o la rs  b e l ie v e  th e  N ic o la i ta n s  were p r im i t i v e  G n o s t ic s
o f  th e  same k in d  who p la gu ed  th e  c h u rc h  a t  C o r in th  in  P a u l 's  d a y . "  The
two s in s  o f  i d o l a t r y  and im m o r a l i t y  were s p e c ia l  p ro b le m s  to  th e  e a r ly
c h u rc h  (A c ts  1 5 :2 0 ) and w ere condemned by Paul in  h is  l e t t e r s  to  th e
C o r in th ia n s  (1 Cor 7 -1 0 ) .  The G n o s t ic  b e lie v e d  th a t  he c o n ta in e d
w i t h in  h im s e l f  th e  s p a rk  o f  th e  d iv in e  S p i r i t  w h ich  was im p r is o n e d  in
th e  f l e s h .  The know ledge  ( g n o s is ) t h a t  he c o n ta in e d  th e  d iv in e  S p i r i t
w i t h in  h im  g u a ra n te e d  him s a lv a t io n  from  th e  demons who c o n t r o l le d  th e
m a te r ia l  ’w o rld  o f  e v i l ,  and g u a ra n te e d  h is  r e tu r n  to  th e  c e le s t i a l
a
w o r ld  o f  l i g h t  and th e  d iv in e  S p i r i t .  S ince  th e  G n o s tic  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  
o n ly  th e  S p i r i t  w i th in  h im  had v a lu e ,  he c o u ld  show h is  n e g a t iv e  
a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  th e  f le s h  in  one o f  tw o w ays: by s t r i c t  a s c e t ic is m  he
c o u ld  a v o id  any c o n ta m in a t io n  o f  h is  s p i r i t u a l  s u b s ta n c e  by th e  f le s h  ; 
o r .  in  th e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  th e  i n v u l n e r a b i l i t y  o f  th e  S p i r i t  w i t h in  
h im , ne c o u ld  d e m o n s tra te  h is  l i b e r t y  by in d u lg in g  in  u n r e s t r a in e d  
l i b e r t i n i s m .  T hus, a s c e t ic is m  and l i b e r t i n i s m  were two e x p re s s io n s  o f  
■Gnostic b e l i e f . " I t  was th e  l i b e r t i n e  e x p re s s io n  th a t  a f f l i c t e d  th e  
C o r in th ia n s  and th e  c h u rch e s  o f  R e v e la t io n .
' i r e n a e u s .  H e re s ie s  I I .  2. 2. "H eck, " N ic o la i,  ta n s  , "  p . 5a8 .
" F i o r e n z a  , " A p o c a l y p t i c  and G nS s is  ,"  p p .  5 7 2 - 5 7 4 ;  S c h m i t h a i s , 
G n o s t i c i s m  i n  C o r i n t h , p p .  2 2 1 -2 2 7 .
4
S c h m ith a is ,  G n o s t ic is m  in  C o r in t h , pp. 150; 179 -182 .
" I b i d . ,  ? . 219.
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I t  is  t y p i c a l l y  ‘G n o s tic  to  p a r t i c ip a t e  in  pagan c u l t i c  m ea ls
from a d e l i b e r a t e ly  " C h r is t ia n "  s ta n c e . The G n o s tic  i s  s t r o n g ,  s in c e
th e  demons have been c o n q u e re d . A c c o rd in g  to  I r e n a e u s :
They e a t h e a th e n  s a c r i f i c e s  w i th o u t  h e s i t a t io n  and do n o t b e l ie v e  
th a t  th e y  a re  d e f i l e d  by i t ,  and a t  e v e ry  f e s t i v a l  o f  th e  h e a th e n  
and e v e ry  b a n q u e t in  honor o f  th e  id o ls  th e y  a re  th e  f i r s t  to
appear . '
They who im m o d e ra te ly  s e rv e  th e  lu s t s  o f  th e  f l e s h ,  h o w e v e r, a ls o  
a s s e r t  t h a t  one m ust o f f e r  'what i s  s a r k ic a l  ( f l e s h l y )  £o th e  
s a r k ic a l  and w hat is  pne um a tic  ( s p i r i t u a l )  to  th e  p n e u m a tic .
They te a c h  t h a t  i t  i s  o f  no s ig n i f i c a n c e  when one p r a c t ic e s  a d u l ­
t e r y  o r  e a ts  meat s a c r i f i c e d  to  i d o l s .  ^
T h is  p e r v e r s e  d o c t r i n e  t h a t  a d v o c a te d  th e  m o s t d e b a s in g  s i n s —
id o la t r o u s  f e a s t in g  and im m o r a l i t y — c a l le d  f o r t h  th e  d iv in e  w ra th
(Rev 2: to ,  2 2 -2 3 ) .
I t  is  p o s s ib le , h o w e v e r, t h a t  a deepe r m eaning is  in te n d e d  
h e re . S in ce  th e  la n gu ag e  o f  th e  book i s  s y m b o lic ,  i t  c o u ld  be t h a t  th e  
s in s  o f  e a t in g  fo o d s  o f fe re d  to  id o ls  and im m o ra l i ty  a re  a ls o  s y m b o lic .  
The M ic o la i ta n  h e re s y  i s  d e s c r ib e d  as " t h e  te a c h in g  o f  3 a laam " (2 :1 *0  
and as t o l e r a t i o n  o f  " th e  woman J e z e b e l"  ( v .  2 0 ) .  Ih us  th re e  names—
M ic o la i ta n s ,  3 a laa m , and Je ze b e l a re  used to  d e s c r ib e  one h e re s y .  The 
s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  th e  te rm  V ic o la i ta n s  has been d e s c r ib e d ;  i t  re m a in s  to  
be d is c o v e re d  what i s  m eant by Balaam and J e z e b e l.
3 a laa m , an Aramaean s o o th s a y e r  (Num 2 2 :5 ;  Jos * 3 :2 2 ) ,  a f t e r
b e in g  f r u s t r a t e d  in  h is  e f f o r t  to  d e s t r o y  I s r a e l  th ro u g h  d i v in a t i o n
;o t  23: ** -5 ) , a c h ie v e d  t h e i r  r u in  th ro u g h  c o u n s e lin g  hea the n  women to  
3educe them in t o  s in  (Num 3 1 :1 5 , 16; 2 5 :1 - 5 ) .  Re " p u t  a s tu m b lin g
b lo c k  b e fo re  th e  sons o f  I s r a e l ,  t h a t  th e y  m ig h t e a t food  s a c r i f i c e d  to
I r e n a e u s ,  A g a in s t H e re s ie s  I .  6.  3.
“ I b i d .  “ I b i d . ,  I  26. 3-
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id o l s  and p r a c t ic e  im m o r a l i t y "  (Rev 2 :1 4 ) .  H is  s u b v e rs io n  o f  I s r a e l
th ro u g h  e n t ic in g  them in t o  B aa l w o rs h ip  was d e v e lo p e d  in  th e  Jew ish
1
m id ra s h  to  make him  th e  fa th e r  o f  r e l i g io u s  s y n c r e t is m . '  3 a la a m , th e n ,
becomes a sym bol o f  th e  u n io n  o f  God’ s p e o p le  w i th  f a ls e  r e l i g i o n .
The name J e z e b e l has th e  same c o n n o ta t io n :  th e  s e d u c t io n  o f
God’ s peop le  in t o  h e a th e n  r e l i g i o n .  " [A h a b ] to o k  f o r  w i fe  J e z e b e l,  th e
d a u g h te r  o f  E th b a a l k in g  o f  th e  S id o n ia n s , and w ent and se rve d  B a a l,
and w o rs h ip e d  h im ”  ( I  K i 16 : 3 D .  Je ze b e l in t ro d u c e d  B aa l w o rs h ip  in t o
I s r a e l  Cl K i 1 6 :3 2 ; 18: 1 9 ) .
Thus, th e  names o f  Balaam and J e z e b e l b o th  s u g g e s t r e l ig io u s  
s y n c re t is m — th e  u n io n  o f  f a ls e  r e l i g i o n  w ith  th e  t r u e .
The s in s  o f  e a t in g  food s a c r i f i c e d  to  i d o ls  and p r a c t ic in g  
im m o r a l i t y  (2 :1 4 ,  20) l i k e w is e  p o in t  to  th e  same e v i l .  By e a t in g  food 
o f f e r e d  to  id o l s ,  th e  w o rs h ip e r  became one w ith  th e  god he w o rsh ip ed  
(1 Cor 1 0 :2 0 -2 2 ) .  Im m o r a l i t y  ( f o r n ic a t io n  o r a d u l t e r y )  a ls o  means 
becom ing one ’w ith  a f a ls e  god o r r e l i g i o n  (Ex 3 4 :1 6 ; Lev 1 7 :7 ; 2 0 :5 ; 
Dt 3 1 :1 6 ) .  The w ord p o rn e u e in  ( t o  com m it a d u l t e r y )  w i th  i t s  co g n a te s  
and H eb re w  e q u iv a le n t s  i s  used  in  S c r i p t u r e  t o  mean r e l i g i o u s  
i n f i d e l i t y — u n fa i t h f u ln e s s  to  th e  t r u e  God b y  a tta c h m e n ts  to  f a ls e  gods 
(Hos 1 -3 ; Is a  1 :2 1 ; Je r 2 -3 ;  Is a  5 7 :7 -1 0 ;  Eze 16, 2 3 ) .
I t  a p p e a rs , th e n ,  th a t  th e  s in  th e  R e v e la to r  a t ta c k s  i s  more 
th a n  a l i t e r a l  e a t in g  o f  food o f fe re d  to  i d o l s ,  o r  s e x u a l im m o r a l i t y :  
r a t h e r ,  i t  p o in ts  to  th e  a d u l t e r a t io n  o f  t r u e  r e l i g i o n  w ith  th e  f a ls e .  “
C a ir d . R e v e la t io n , p .  39-
“Hauck and S c h u lz  c a i l  " th e  g re a t  w h o re ,"  w ith  h e r s in  o f  
p o rn e , " th e  e p ito m e  o f  a p o s ta s y  from  th e  one t r u e  God and o f  th e  
u n a v o id a b ly  r e l a t e d  s y n c r e t i s t i c  i n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  o t h e r  g o d s " 
. 'F r ie d r ic h  Hauck and S ie g f r ie d  S c h u lz , s . v .  " P o r n e , "  TDNT 6 : 5 9 4 -5 9 5 ).
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Was t h i s  a c t u a l ly  a p rob lem  w ith  th e  e a r ly  C h r is t ia n  c h u rc h ?  H is t o r y  
re c o rd s  t h a t  a f t e r  th e  p e r io d  o f  p e rs e c u t io n  re p re s e n te d  by th e  c h u rc h  
o f  S m yrna , when C h r i s t i a n i t y  became th e  s ta te  r e l i g i o n ,  pagan p r a c t ic e s  
were in t ro d u c e d  in to  th e  c h u r c h . 1 F u r th e rm o re , a t te m p ts  w ere  made 
e a r ly  in  C h r is t ia n  h is t o r y  to  s y n c r e t iz e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  -w ith  Creek 
p h i lo s o p h y .  P la to n is m  e x e r te d  a g r e a t  in f lu e n c e :  i t s  v ie w s  o f  th e
n a tu re  o f  u l t im a te  r e a l i t y ,  o f  th e  im m o r ta l i t y  o f  th e  s o u l ,  o f  th e  
D em iurge were e s p e c ia l ly  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  C h r is t ia n s .  An e c le c t i c  s p i r i t  
c h a r a c te r iz e d  th e  f i r s t  c e n tu r ie s  o f  th e  Q i r i s t ia n  e r a ,  an a c c e p ta n c e
o f  t h a t  p a r t  o f  th e  t r u t h  t h a t  m ig h t  be found  in  each o f  th e
2
p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s c h o o ls .  T h is  e c le c t ic is m  c o u ld  c o n s t i t u t e  s p i r i t u a l  
a d u l t e r y ,  a m ix in g  o f  th e  h o ly  r e l i g i o n  w i th  th e  fa ls e  t h a t  le d  to  th e  
d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  g re a t a p o s ta s y .
A n o th e r  fo rm  o f  p o rn e  ( im m o r a l i t y )  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  is  the  
f o r n i c a t i o n  o f  th e  h a r lo t  woman w i th  th e  k in g s  and p e o p le  o f  th e  e a r th  
(Hev 1 7 :2 , 18:3» 9; ’ U :3 ) ,  f i r s t  su g g e s te d  in  th e  f ig u r e  o f  Je zeb e l
and h e r param ours  ( 2 :2 0 - 2 2 ) .  T h is  fo rm  o f  a d u l t e r y  i s  n o t th e  m ix in g  
o f  t r u e  and fa ls e  r e l i g io n  b u t th e  u n io n  o f  r e l i g i o n  "w ith  g o v e rn m e n t, 
'//hen k in g s  ( r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  s t a t e )  u n i t e  w ith  th e  h a r lo t  ( r e p r e s e n t in g  
th e  c h u rc h )  , th e y  a re  used b y  h e r in  th e  w ork o f  p e r s e c u t in g  th e  s a in ts  
( 17 :6 ,  12-1U).
G o d 's  judgm ents  w i l l  be p ou red  o u t upon a l l  who u n i t e  w ith  the  
h a r lo t .  F o r n ic a to r s  and id o la t e r s  w i l l  have t h e i r  l o t  in  th e  la k e  th a t  
b u rn s  w i th  f i r e  and s u lp h u r  ( 2 1 : 3 ) ;  f o r n ic a t o r s  a re  e x c lu d e d  from  the
'W h i t e ,  G rea t C o n t r o v e rs y , p p . J 9 -5 0 .
“ Gusto L. G o n z a le z , A H is t o r y  o f  C h r is t ia n  T h o u g h t. 2 v o ls .  
( N a s h v i l le :  A b in g d o n , 197C ), 1 :u9 -5 0 ,  52.
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n o ly  c i t y  ( 2 2 :1 5 ) .  The p eo p le  o f  Dcd by c o n t r a s t  "h ave  n o t d e f i l e d  
th e m se lve s  w i th  women” — th e  h a r lo t  and h e r  d a u g h te rs  ( 1 7 :5 ) — " f o r  th e y  
are v i r g i n s "  ( 1 4 :4 ,  A V ). As th e  Ek-ide o f  th e  Lamb ( 1 9 :7 - 3 )  th e y  have 
kep t th e m s e lv e s  pure  fo r  H im.
F a lse ho od
D e c e p t io n  o f  any k in d  is  a s in  t h a t  c a l l s  f o r t h  th e  w ra th  o f  
Sod. A l l  l i a r s  w i l l  have t h e i r  l o t  in  th e  la k e  o f  f i r e  ( 2 1 : 8 ) ;  n o th in g  
u n c le a n  w i l l  e n te r  the  c i t y ,  n o r anyone who p ra c t ic e s  fa ls e h o o d  
( 2 1 :2 7 ) .
The c h u rc h e s  have to  bew are  o f  " th o s e  ’who c a l l  th e m s e lv e s  
a p o s t le s  b u t  a re  n o t , "  o r  "s a y  th e y  a re  Jews and a re  n o t ,  b u t  l i e "  
( 2 :9 ;  3 :9 ; c f .  " J e z e b e l,  'who c a l l s  h e r s e l f  a p ro p h e te s s ,"  2 : 2 0 ) .
Ephesus e x c lu d e d  th e  fa ls e  te a c h in g  ( 2 :2 - 3 ,  5 ) ;  Fergamum gave i t  e n t r y  
(v .  1 4 ); I h y a t i r a  t o le r a t e d ,  i f  n o t  em braced , i t  ( v .  2 0 ) .  T h u s , th e  
ch u rch  was le d  in t o  a p o s ta s y .
S atan  is  th e  p rim e  d e c e iv e r  , whose l i f e lo n g  w ork i s  to  "d e c e iv e  
the  n a t io n s "  ( 2 0 :3 ) .  H is  a g e n t,  th e  " f a l s e  p ro p h e t , "  d e c e iv e s  th o s e  
who d w e ll  cn th e  e a r t h :  by means o f  s ig n s  and wonders he le a d s  th e
w o rld  to  u n i t e  w i th  th e  a n t i c h r i s t  pow ers ( 19 : 20 ) .  In th e  f i n a l  b a t t l e  
o f  e a r t h 's  h i s t o r y ,  Satan is  a b le  to  d e c e iv e  the  n a t io n s  in t o  la u n c h in g  
an a t ta c k  on th e  c i t y  and s a in ts  o f  God ( 2 0 :9 ) .  H is  d e c e p t io n s  i n c i t e  
m ankind to  r e b e l l i o n  a g a in s t  God t h a t  le a d s  to  d e s t r u c t io n  ( i b i d . ) .
S a ta n 's  d e c e p t io n s  a re  s u c c e s s fu l  because th e y  a re  c o u n t e r f e i t s  
o f  th e  t r u e .  In p la c e  o f  th e  T r i n i t y  (F a th e r .  Son, and H o ly  S p i r i t
F o r t h is  in t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  1 4 :4 , see D e v in e , " V i r g in  F o l­
lo w e r s , "  p p . 3 -5 :  "The 144,000 a re  v i r g i n s  in  t h is  sense th a t  th e y  a re
n o t g iv e n  o v e r  to  th e  'w o rsh ip  o f  pagan id o ls  e s p e c ia l ly  to  t h a t  o f  th e  
b e a s t . "  See a ls o  Ladd, R e v e la t io n . p . *9 1 ; bounce , R e v e la t io n . p .  2 7 0 .
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r.e s e ts  up th e  a n t i t r i n i t y  o f  d ra g o n  , b e a s t ,  and fa ls e  
p ro p h e t (1 9 :2 0 ; 2 C :2 ) .  He assumes th e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  th e  L iv in g  One who 
d ie d  and is  a l i v e  fo re v e rm o re  ( 1 :1 8 ) :  r.e "w a s , and is  n o t ,  and is  to  
a sceno" (1 7 :3 ,  1 1 ). D io th e  Son o f  man descend i n t o  Hades and r is e  up 
o u t o f  i t  ( 1 :1 8 )?  He d esce nd s  in t o  th e  b o t to m le s s  p i t  and a r is e s  from  
i t  ’.1 7 :3 ) .  Was th e  Lamb s la in  (5 :6 )?  He was "w ounded u n to  d e a th "  
( 1 3 :3 ) .  He c o u n t e r f e i t s  th e  Lamb i t s e l f  ( 1 3 :1 1 )  b u t h is  d ra g o n lik e  
v o ic e  b e tra y s  h im  ( i b i d . ) .  Through th e  " f a l s e  p ro p h e t "  he c o u n t e r f e i t s  
th e  s ig n s  and m ir a c le s  o f  G od 's  t r u e  p ro p h e ts ,  m a k in g  f i r e  cone down 
from  heaven (1 3 :1 3 ;  c f .  " 1 : 5 ) .  He demands w o rs h ip  (1 3 :1 5 )  as God 
demands w o rs h ip  ( 1 4 ; 7 ) ,  s e t t i n g  a m ark upon th e  fo re h e a d s  o f  men 
(1 3 :1 6 -1 7 )  as God s e ts  H is  s e a l upon men ( 1 4 :1 ) .
I t  i s  th e  re s e m b la n c e  o f  th e  A n t i c h r i s t  to  th e  C h r i s t , o f  fa ls e
w o rs h ip  to  th e  t r u e ,  o f  c o u n t e r f e i t  s ig n s  and w onde rs  to  th e  g e n u in e ,
th a t  makes e r r o r  d e c e p t iv e .  L ie s  f l o u r is h  o n ly  as p a r a s i te s  on t r u t h .
A n o the r ty p e  o f  d e c e p t io n  m e n tio n e d  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  is  ta m p e r in g  w ith  
th e  Word o f  God: a d d in g  to  o r ta k in g  away f r o n  th e  w ords o f  th e  book
.2 2 :1 8 -1 9 ) .  God h a te s  fa ls e h o o d  and d e c e p tio n  because  i t  d e s tro y s  th e  
l i v e s  o f  men. He, on th e  c o n t r a r y ,  is  th e  God o f  t r u t h  ( 3 :1 4 ) ;  H is  
p eop le  have no l i e  in  t h e i r  m outh ( 1 4 :5 ) .
E v i l  C h a ra c te r in  th e  C hurch
S p i r i t u a l  d e c le n s io n
The s in s  o f  th e  s a in t 3 , o u ts id e  o f  th e  M ic o la i ta n  p rob lem  
a lre a d y  d is c u s s e d , can b e s t be d e s c r ib e d  under th e  h e a d in g  o f  s p i r i t u a l  
e n t r o p y — a ru n n in g  dow n, a d e c l in e ,  a lo s s  o f  p o w e r. A c c o rd in g  to  the
See F o rd , "A b o m in a t io n  o f  D e s o la t io n , "  p p . 2 2 6 -2 2 7 , 310.
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messages to  th e  seven c .n u rc h e s , Ephesus r.ad lo s t  i t s  f i r s t  lo v e  ( 2 : 4 ) ,  
E a rd is  was n e a r ly  dead ( 3 : ) _2 ) .  and L a o d ice a  was lukew arm  ( 3 - ’ 5 —l o ) .
The causes o f  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  d e c l in e  a re  im p l ie d  in  th e  con­
te x ts  .
Ephesus was p re o c c u p ie d  -w ith  h e re s y  h u n t in g , p e rha ps  as a 
r e s u l t  o f  P a u l 's  w a rn in g  a g a in s t  " f i e r c e  w o lv e s "  who -would speak " p e r ­
v e rs e  t h in g s ,  to  d ra w  away d is c ip le s  a f t e r  them " (A c ts  2 0 :2 9 - 3 ’ )*  T h is  
w a rn in g , g iv e n  to  th e  le a d e rs  o f  th e  Ephesus c h u rc h , had been c n e r is h e d  
and heeded. The E p he s ian  C h r is t ia n s  c o u ld  n o t bea r e v i l  men (Rev 2 : 2 ) ;  
th e y  had " t e s te d  th o s e  who c a l l  th e m s e lv e s  a p o s t le s  b u t a re  n o t ,  and 
found  them to  be f a ls e "  ( i b i d . ) :  th e y  had h a te d  th e  -works o f  th e  .V ico - 
l a i t a n s  ( v .  5 ) .  3 u t t h e i r  h a tre d  o f  h e re s y  had c o o le d  t h e i r  lo v e  f o r  
C h r is t  ( v .  J ) .  T h e ir  e a r ly  f e r v o r  had d e g e n e ra te d  in t o  a r i g i d  o r t h o -
i
doxy.
To S a rd is  came th e  m essage , "y o u  have th e  name o f  b e in g  a l i v e ,  
and you a re  d ea d " ( 3 : 2 ) .  T h is  i s  a "se co n d  g e n e r a t io n "  ty p e  o f  c h u rc h ,
c o n te n t  to  r e s t  on th e  la u r e ls  o f  i t s  p re d e c e s s o rs .  I t  had been
" a l i v e "  and was c o n te n t  w i th  i t s  r e p u t a t io n .  In i t s  c o n te n tm e n t c t  had 
dozed in to  a s p i r i t u a l  le t h a r g y  (n o te  th e  need to  "a w ake " [ 3 : 2 ] )  and 
weakness ( im p l ie d  b y  th e  word " s t r e n g th e n "  [ i b i d . ] )  t h a t  made i t  v u l ­
n e ra b le  to  s in ,  f o r  th e  S a rd ia n s  had " s o i le d  t h e i r  g a rm e n ts "  ( v .  J ) .
T h is  c h u rc h  was c o n te n t  w i th  a h o l lo w  p r o fe s s io n a l is m — a name— r a th e r
th a n  a l i v i n g  r e la t io n s h ip  w i th  God.
la o d ic e a 's  lukew arm ness was caused by 3 s e l f - r ig h te o u s n e s s
In  c o n t r a s t ,  T n y a t i r a ,  w n i ie  m a in ta in in g  lo v e  ( v .  '9 )  had
a llo w e d  h e re s y  to  f l o u r i s h  [ v .  2 0 ) .  "How n a rro w  i s  th e  s a fe  p a th
betw een th e  s in  o f  to le r a n c e  and th e  s in  o f  in t o le r a n c e ! "  ( C a ir d ,  
R e v e la t io n . p . J 1 ) .
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w n ic h  p ro je c te d  a s e lf - im a g e  e x a c t ly  th e  re v e rs e  o f  r e a l i t y .  "Y ou  sa y ,
I  an r i c h ,  I  have p ro s p e re d , and I  need n o th in g ;  n o t know ing  t h a t  you 
3 re  w re tc h e d , p i t i a b l e , p o o r, b l i n d ,  and naked" ’. 3 - ' 7 ) .  T h is  c h u rc h  
ju d g e d  i t s e l f  by e x te r n a ls — i t s  p ro fe s s io n  and m a te r ia l  w e a lth — b u t was 
b a n k ru p t i n t e r n a l l y .  I t s  b a n k ru p tc y  was caused by th e  la c k  o f  g o ld  
t r i e d  in  th e  f i r e  ( v .  13) w h ich  is  f a i t h  (1 ? e t 1 :7 ) .  I t  was naked
because  i t  la c k e d  th e  w h ite  garm ents  (R ev 3 :1 8 )  o f  th e  r ig h te o u s n e s s  o f  
C h r is t  ( I s a  5 1 :1 0 ) .  I t  was b l in d  (Rev 3 :1 8 )  because i t  la c k e d  th e  e y e -  
s a lv e  o f  s p i r i t u a l  d is c e rn m e n t.  Most o f  a l l ,  i t  la c k e d  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  
C h r is t  w i t h in  (He was s ta n d in g  o u ts id e  th e  d o o r  [ v .  2 0 ] ) .  I t s  p r id e  ( " I  
am r i c h " )  and s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  ( " I  need n o th in g " )  were d a n g e ro u s  a t t i ­
tu d e s ,  because p r id e  fe e ls  no need . The f ig u r e  o f  lu ke w a rm n ess  i s  
in te n d e d  to  su g g e s t u s e le s s n e s s : h o t and c o ld  w a te r are  b e n e f i c i a l  fo r
r e f re s h m e n t and th e r a p e u t ic  v a lu e ,  b u t  lukew arm  w a te r i s  r e p u ls iv e  
e i t h e r  fo r  d r in k in g  o r b a th in g .
A l l  th re e  ch u rch e s  had s u f fe re d  a d e c l in e  in  th e  co m m itm e n t, 
lo v e ,  and e a rn e s tn e s s  th a t  mark th e  t r u e  C h r is t ia n .  They had " f a l l e n "  
fro m  a p re v io u s  " h ig h "  ( 2 : 1* ) .  A " f a l l "  can lea d  n o t o n ly  to  a p a th y  b u t 
to  a p o s ta s y  and h o s t i l i t y  to  God, as seen in  f a l l e n  B aby lon  ( 1 8 : 2 ) .
Summary: S v i l  C h a ra c te r  in  th e  A p oca lypse
S in in  th e  A poca lypse  conveys  th e  r e l i g io u s  m eaning o f  h a tre d  
to w a rd  the  p e rson  o f  God and p e rs e c u t io n  o f  H is  p e o p le . S in  is  th e  
r e f u s a l  to  w o rs h ip  God, and th e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  s e l f ,  i d o l s ,  and 
dem onic powers as o b je c ts  o f  w o rs h ip .  S in  p ro p a g a te s  i t s e l f  th ro u g h  
d e c e p t io n — oy c o u n t e r f e i t in g  t r u t h  and m ix in g  t r u t h  w ith  e r r o r .  I t  i s
R ud w ick  and G reen, "L a o d ic e a n  Luicewarmness , "  pp. 176 -173 .
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d is lo y a l t y  to  God snown by c o ld n e s s  and f a l l i n g  away fro m  H im .
w h ile  cde c o n f l i c t  betw een good and e v i l  i s  d e p ic te d  in  th e
A p oca lypse  as o c c u r r in g  on a cosm ic s c a le ,  i t  is  a ls o  re p e a te d  in  th e
m icrocosm  o f  th e  human h e a r t .
R ig h te o u s  C h a ra c te r :  i t s  D i s t i n c t i v e  M arks
R ig h te o u s  c h a r a c te r  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  c o n t r a s t s  s h a rp ly  w i th
e v i l  c h a r a c te r .  In  p la c e  o f  h o s t i l i t y  to  God th e re  i s  d e v o t io n .  Per­
s e c u t io n  is  c o n fro n te d  w i th  p a t ie n t  e n d u ra n c e . D e c e it fu ln e s s  i s  co un ­
te re d  by t r u s t w o r t h in e s s .  F o llo w in g  a re  q u a l i t i e s  and q u a l i f i e r s  used 
to  d e s c r ib e  r ig h te o u s  c h a r a c te r .
V ir tu e s  o r  q u a l i t i e s  
P a t ie n t  endurance
P a t ie n t  e n d u ra n ce  ChypotnonS) is  by f a r  th e  m ost p ro m in e n t c h a r ­
a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  s a in t s  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e , b e in g  m e n tio n e d  seven
t im e s .  I t  is  a p p r o p r ia te  th a t  " th e  m a r t y r 's  b oo k" s h o u ld  e x to l  t h is
v i r t u e  s in c e  i t  i s  so n e c e s s a ry  in  fa c in g  t r i b u l a t i o n .
Hypomone has b o th  a c t iv e  and p a s s iv e  c o n te n t .  M a s s iv e ly  i t
means p a t ie n c e . th e  a b i l i t y  to  w a i t ,  to  e nd u re  d e la y  (Rev : 3 : - 0 ) ;  in  a 
p a r a l l e l  v e rs e ,  th e  m a r ty r s  a re  to ld  to  " r e s t  a l i t t l e  lo n g e r "  b e fo re  
vengeance w ould be m eted o u t  upon t h e i r  ene m ie s  ( 6 :1 1 ) .  In a w o r ld  
where e v i l  tr iu m p h s  and r i g h t  is  tra m p le d  to  th e  g round  (as d e s c r ib e d  
in  a p o c a ly p t ic  l i t e r a t u r e )  , th e  s a in ts  m ust be p a t ie n t  u n t i l  ’w rongs a re  
r ig h t e d  by th e  d i r e c t  in t e r v e n t io n  o f  God.
But th e  word i s  more than p a s s iv e : i t  d e n o te s  an a c t iv e
resp on se  to  t r i b u l a t i o n .  In c la s s ic a l  G reek, hypomone as a v i r t u e  is
F r ie d r ic h  H auck, " H y p o m e n o TDNT J :5 8 8 .
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c la s s i f i e d  under a r .a re ia  w h ich  means m a n lin e s s  ( f ro m  a n e r . .nan),
c o u ra g e , c ra v e ry .  I t  m eant courageous e nd u ra n ce  w h ic h  m a n fu l ly  d e f ie s
e v i l ;  a c t iv e  and e n e r g e t ic  r e s is ta n c e  to  h o s t i l e  p o w e r . -  The b i b l i c a l
use in c lu d e s  t h i s  a c t iv e  sense o f  "m a s c u lin e  c o n s ta n c y  in  t r i a l , " ' 3 " t h e
b ra v e  p a t ie n c e  ’w ith  w h ic h  th e  C h r is t ia n  c o n te n d s  a g a in s t  th e  . . .
p e rs e c u t io n s  and te m p ta t io n s  th a t  b e f a l l  h im  in  h is  c o n f l i c t  w ith  th e
in w a rd  and o u tw a rd  w o r ld .
I t  is  n o t th e  p a t ie n c e  w h ich  can s i t  down and p a s s iv e ly  endure
u n t i l  th e  s to rm  is  p a s t .  I t  i s  th e  s p i r i t  w h ic h  can bea r th in g s  
n o t  s im p ly  w i th  r e s ig n a t io n ,  b u t w ith  b la z in g  hope . . -  because i t  
knows th a t  th e s e  th in g s  a re  le a d in g  to  a g o a l o f  g lo r y .
Hyponong can be a d is m a l o r t r iu m p h a n t e x p e r ie n c e ,  depend ing  
upon th e  s p i r i t u a l  s t a t e  o f  b e l ie v e r s .  To th e  E p h e s ia n s , who had l o s t  
t h e i r  f i r s t  lo v e ,  p a t ie n t  endurance  was a s s o c ia te d  w ith  t r o u b le  and 
ha rd  la b o r  ( 2 :2 - 3 ) .  B u t John saw h is  e n d u ra n ce  o f  e x i le  on Patmos n o t 
o n ly  as t r i b u l a t i o n  b u t as s h a r in g  th e  k ingdom  ( 1 : 9 ) ,  To th e  c h u rc h  o f  
T n y a t i r a , hypomone was r a d ia te d  w i th  lo v e  and f a i t h  and s e r v ic e  ( 2 :1 9 ) -  
Hypomone a ls o  lo o k s  fo rw a rd  to  t r iu m p h  b ve r G o d 's  e n e m ie s . Two 
passages w h ich  v i v i d l y  d e s c r ib e  th e  d iv in e  r e t r i b u t i o n  (g o in g  in t o  
c a p t i v i t y ,  b e in g  s la in  w i th  th e  sword [ 13 : 10 ] ,  b e in g  to rm e n te d  w ith  
f i r e  and b r im s to n e  [ I d ; 1 0 - 1 1 ]  a re  im m e d ia t e ly  f o l lo w e d  by th e  
a s s e r t io n ,  "H e re  i s  th e  p a t ie n t  endu rance  o f  th e  s a in t s "  (1 3 :1 0 ; 
■ d ; i2 ) .  T h is  im p l ie s  t h a t  th e  s a in ts  can p a t i e n t l y  e ndu re  p e r s e c u t io n ,
'3 a u e r ,  G r e e k - E n g l is h  l e x i c o n , s . v  . " a n d r e io s " ; H a u c k .
"Hypomeno p . 332 ; W i l l ia m  B a rc la y ,  A Mew T e s ta m e n t W ordbook iNew 
'f o r k ;  H arper 4 B ro s . ,  n . d . ) ,  p . 50.
“H au ck , " H y p o m e n o pp . 5 31 -5 32 . “ S a r c la y ,  ?tT W ordbook, p . 5C.
J R ic h a rd  G. T r e n c h ,  S ynonym s o f  th e  Wew T e s ta m e n t (G rand  
B a p id s : E e rdm ans, l? u 8 ) .  p . 197.
'B a r c la y ,  'IT W ordbook, p . 5C.
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cecause o f  "he a s s u ra n c e  th a t  t h e i r  p e r s e c u to rs  w i l l  be p u n is h e d .
Though th e re  ts  some a m b ig u ity  in  th e  t e x t ,  th e  A p o c a ly p s e
a p p e a rs  to  te a c h  th a t  Jesus s e ts  th e  exam ple  in  p a t ie n t  e n d u ra n c e .
John w i th  h is  b re th re n  is  a p a r tn e r  in  t r i b u l a t i o n ,  th e  k in g d o m , and
p a t ie n t  e nd u ran ce  " i n  Je sus" ( 1 : 9 ) .  Hence John is  a p a r t i c ip a n t  i . i  th e
s u f f e r in g s  and p a t ie n c e  o f  Je sus . A g a in , th e  e x p re s s io n  "B eca use  you
nave k e p t th e  word o f  my p a t ie n t  e n d u ra n c e " (3 :1 0 )  means t h a t  th e
s a in t s  had k e p t th e  te a c h in g  w h ich  c e n te re d  in  th e  p a t ie n c e  o f  C h r is t
( c f .  2 Th 3 :5 ;  Heb 1 2 :2 ) .  The p a t ie n c e  o f  th e  s a in ts  i s  th u s  a
*
r e f l e c t i o n  o f  th e  p a t ie n c e  o f  C h r is t .
Love
Though lo v e  does n o t have th e  p ro m in e n t p la c e  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e
th a t  i t  does in  th e  Johann ine  g o s p e l and e p i s t l e s ,  i t  i s  m e n tio n e d  b o th
on th e  God ward and manwarb s id e .
The E p h e s ia n s  a re  rebuked  fo r  t h e i r  lo s s  o f  lo v e  (Rev 2 : 4 )  and
th e  T h y a t ir a n s  a re  commended fo r  t h e i r  lo v e  ( 2 : ' 9 ) .  I t  i s  n o ta b le ,
how ever , t h a t  in  th e  lo v e  r e la t io n s h ip  betw een C h r is t  and H is  p e o p le
th e  d iv in e  lo v e  was p r i o r , m aking  human lo v e  a resp on se  to  d iv in e  lo v e  :
[J e s u s  C h r is t ]  lo v e s  us (G re e k , "k e e p s  on lo v in g  u s " )  and has fre e d
us from  o u r  s in s  by h is  b lo o d ,  and made us a k in g d o m , p r i e s t s  to
h is  God C1 : 5 - 6 ) .
The lo v e  d e s c r ib e d  here  is  d is in t e r e s t e d  and u n d e s e rv e d , a lo v e  fo r  
u n lo v e ly  s in n e r s .  I t  i s  s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  lo v e :  i t  re v e a le d  i t s e l f  a t
th e  c o s t o f  b lo o d . "  The s a in ts  r e f l e c t  t h i s  s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  lo v e :
Swete , R e v e la t io n , p . 56. T h is  can a ls o  be t r a n s la t e d  "my 
word o f  p a t ie n t  e nd u ran ce " w h ich  ’w ou ld  mean J e s u s ' e x h o r ta t io n  to  
p a t ie n t  end u ran ce  as in  Hev. 13: *0 . 1 4 :1 2 . o r  Mt 2 4 :1 3 .
"Ttaunce . " C h r is t o io g y , "  p . - 5 .
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And th e y  co nq ue re d  [S a ta n ] by th e  b lo o d  o f  th e  Lamb and by th e  word 
o f  t h e i r  te s t im o n y ,  fo r  th e y  lo v e d  n o t t h e i r  l i v e s  even u n to  d e a th  
; 12: 1 1 ).
Love fo r  C h r is t  h e re  tra n s c e n d s  lo v e  o f  l i f e  i t s e l f ,  so th a t  th e  s a in ts  
a re  w i l l i n g  to  f o l lo w  t h e i r  Redeemer in  m ak ing  th e  u l t im a te  s a c r i f i c e .
The same passage '.1 :5 - 6 )  a l lu d e s  to  th e  S in a i C o ve n a n t' w h ic h  
th ro w s  more l i g h t  on th e  lo v e  r e la t io n s h ip  be tw een  God and H is  p e o p le .  
In the  c o v e n a n t 'w ith  I s r a e l ,  God " s e t  H is  lo v e  upon”  them (D t 7 :7 - 9 )  
and re q u ir e d  t o t a l  lo v e  in  r e tu r n  ( 6 : 5 ) .  As in  th e  S in a i c o v e n a n t, 
t r u e  lo v e  is s u e s  in  w orks o f  o b e d ie n c e  (Rev 2 : ^ —5,  19; o f .  St l 3 ;3 —̂ ) .
Though w orks  can be p re s e n t w i th o u t  lo v e  (Rev 2 : 2 - 4 )  , lo v e  w i l l  a lw a y s  
p roduce  good w o rk s . And as lo v e  g ro w s , th e s e  'works 'w i l l  exceed th e  
p re v io u s  w o rks  ( 2 :1 9 ) .  Those whose lo v e  had d im in is h e d  a re  commanded 
to  do th e  w orks th e y  d id  a t th e  f i r s t  ( 2 :5 )  in  th e  h e ig h t  o f  t h e i r  
f i r s t  lo v e .  F i r s t  lo v e  s h o u ld  n o t re p re s e n t  th e  peak o f  lo v e ,  b u t  
s h o u ld  le a d  to  e v e r -a s c e n d in g  h e ig h ts .  l e t  C h r is t  seems c o n te n t  t h a t  
Ephesus r e tu r n  to  i t s  f i r s t  lo v e  ( 2 : 5 ) .
C h r is t  i s  th e  s o u rc e  o f  th e  lo v e  w h ich  He dem ands. The e x p re s ­
s io n  o f  H is  te n d e r e s t  lo v e  i s  re s e rv e d  fo r  th e  c h u rc h  whom He re b u k e s  
th e  m o s t: "A s  many as I  lo v e  ( p h i l o ) I  re b u k e  and ch as te n  ( p a id e u o .
from  p a is . c n i l d — h e n c e , to  d i s c i p l i n e  as a fa th e r  t r a in s  a c h i l d ) - 
The v e rb  fo r  lo v e  h e re  s i g n i f i e s  warm, te n d e r  a f f e c t i o n ,  in  c o n t r a s t  to  
th e  more p r in c ip le d  agape lo v e .  ‘Cur Lord  p ro d u c e s  lo v e  in  th e  h e a r t  o f  
th e  b e l ie v e r  b y  e n te r in g  the  h e a r t  H im s e lf  and l i v i n g  w ith  H is  h o s t in  
most in t im a te  fe l lo w s h ip  ( 3 :2 0 ) .
G in a i a l lu s io n s  are  found in  th e  r e fe re n c e  to  the  k ingdom  o f  
p r ie s t s  ( c f .  Ex 19 : 6 ) ,  in  th e  word " f r e e d "  w h ich  s u g g e s ts  freedom  fro m  
E g y p tia n  bondage ,D t 7 : 8 ) ,  and " b lo o d , "  'which c a l l s  to  m ind the  
Passover b lo o d  (Ex 12 :1 3 ) -
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Thus lo v e  as a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  s a in ts  i s  a response  t o , 
and r e f l e c t i o n  o f ,  th e  lo v e  o f  C h r is t .
Fear
re a r  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  , used to  d e s c r ib e  th e  r ig h te o u s  and 
w ic k e d , can oe b o th  good and e v i l .  re a r  is  caused by th e  m a je s ty  o f  
C h r is t  as seen in  v is io n  ( 1 :1 2 - 1 7 )  and a t H is  com ing  ( 1 :7 ;  5: 1 6 -1 7 ), 
th e  p ro s p e c t o f  p e r s e c u t io n  ( 2 :1 0 ) ,  C od 's d ra m a t ic  v in d ic a t io n  o f  H is  
•w itn esse s  ( 1 1 :1 1 ) ,  th e  com ing  o f  th e  hour o f  ju d g m e n t ( 1 4 :7 ) ,  th e  
r e v e a l in g  o f  C od's p la g u e  ju d g m e n ts  ( 1 5 :4 ) ,  and th e  h o l in e s s  o f  Cod as 
3een in  H is  judgm en ts  ( i b i d . ) .
Three k in d s  o f  fe a r  a re  m e n tio n e d . One i s  th e  fe a r  o f  s u f f e r ­
in g  w h ich  le a d s  to  c o w a rd ic e .  Of th e  e ig h t  ty p e s  o f  s in n e rs  who w i l l  
be c a s t in t o  th e  la k e  o f  f i r e ,  th e  f i r s t  is  th e  c o w a rd ly ,  fo l lo w e d  by 
th e  f a i t h le s s  ( 2 1 :3 ) ,  th e  tw o  u n d o u b te d ly  b e in g  r e la t e d .  In th e  c o n ­
t e x t  o f  th e  R e v e la t io n ,  th e  c o w a rd ly  a re  th o se  ’who in  t im e  o f  p e rse cu ­
t io n  h ave , under fe a r  o f  s u f f e r i n g ,  d e n ie d  th e  f a i t h .  As one cause o f  
c o w a rd ic e  is  fa i th le s s n e s s  ( 2 1 : 3 ) ,  th e  rem edy is  in  m a in ta in in g  f a i t h  
even u n t i l  d ea th  ( 2 :1 0 ) .  The fe a r  o f  s u f f e r in g  i s  fo rb id d e n  (2 :1 0 )  as 
w o r ry  and a n x ie ty  a re  fo rb id d e n  in  o th e r  Mew T e s ta m e n t te x t s  (M t 5 :2 5 ; 
?hp 4 :6 ) .  A no the r cause o f  c o w a rd ic e  is  th e  lo v e  o f  t h i s  l i f e .  The 
m a r ty rs  '’ lo v e d  n o t t h e i r  l i v e s  even un to  d e a th "  ( 12 : l l ) ;  th e  p e rse cu te d  
Smyrnans were e x h o rte d  to  f i x  t h e i r  gaze on th e  c row n  o f  l i f e  (2 :1 0 )  to  
be awarded a f t e r  d e a th .
A n o the r k in d  o f  fe a r  may be c a l le d  " e p ip h a n y  f e a r . " -  th e  t e r r o r
T re n c h , Synonyms o f  MT. p . 35.
“ H o rs t 3 a lz ,  s . v .  " P h o b e o , "  TDN'T 7 :2 0 9 -
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man f e e ls  in  th e  p resence  o f  God. The e n c o u n te r  w i th  th e  Lord o f  
c r e a t io n ,  in  whom a l l  s a v in g  and d e s t r u c t iv e  pow ers a re  co m b in e d , con­
s t i t u t e s  an im p e r i l in g  o f  e x is te n c e  a g a in s t  w h ich  th e re  i s  no p ro te c ­
t i o n .  1 The w ic k e d  r e a c t  to  th e  p re se n ce  o f  th e  g l o r i f i e d  C h r is t  by 
w a i l in g  '1 : 7 )  and c a l l i n g  fo r  th e  m o u n ta in s  and ro c k s  to  h id e  them fhom 
H is  fa c e  ( 6 :1 6 ) .  The p re se n ce  o f  God to  them speaks w ra th  ( v .  1 7 ) .
'fe t  th e  h o l i e s t  o f  men a re  s t r ic k e n  -w ith  fe a r  a t th e  p re se n ce  o f  God. 
John f e l l  as dead in  th e  p re se n ce  o f  th e  g l o r i f i e d  C h r is t  ( 1 :1 7 ) .  Such
fe a r  is  marked b y  a sense o f  o n e 's  own n o th in g n e s s  in  th e  p resence  o f
2
th e  consum ing  h o l in e s s .  Jesus l a i d  H is  hand upon Jo hn , t e l l i n g  h im
n o t to  f e a r , and p re s e n t in g  H is  own a l l - s u f f i c i e n c y  th ro u g h  d e a th  and
r e s u r r e c t io n  ( 1 :1 7 -1 8 )  as th e  answer to  J o h n 's  n o th in g n e s s .
The t h i r d  and most p re v a le n t  use o f  fe a r  in  th e  A p oca lypse  has
to  do w i th  th e  " f e a r  o f  th e  L o rd "  ( " f e a r  God" [1 * 1 :7 ] ,  " f e a r  h im "
[ 1 9 : 5 ] ,  " f e a r  . . . th y  name”  [ 1 5 : * * ] ) .  T h is  c o n c e p t o c c u rs  a l l  th ro u g h
th e  B ib le  to  d e s c r ib e  th e  p e rs o n a l r e la t io n s h ip  o f  man w i th  God. Fear
is  th e  human c o r r e la t e  o f  th e  d iv in e  h o l in e s s  (Gen 2 8 :1 7 ) ,  th e  p ro fou n d
a w areness o f  th e  t e r r i f y i n g  o th e rn e s s  o f  th e  d iv in e  n a t u r e . '  l e t  in
u
th e  fe a r  o f  God th e re  is  a ls o  in c lu d e d  th e  id e a  o f  t r u s t .  The fe a r  o f  
th e  Lord  is  shown by w a lk in g  in  a i l  G od 's  w a y s , lo v in g  H im , s e rv in g  Him 
w ith  a l l  th e  h e a r t ,  and k e e p in g  H is  commandments (D t 1 0 :1 2 ) .  Thus fe a r  
is  in t e r tw in e d  w i th  lo v e ,  o b e d ie n c e , and s e r v ic e .  The fe a r  o f  God
V a i th e r  E ic h r o d t ,  T h e o lo g y  o f  QT. 2 :2 7 0 .
“ I b id .  ' I b i d . ,  pp . 268 , 270.
JA 'o raham 's e x p e r ie n c e  o f f e r i n g  Isa a c  snows th e  s e lf -c o m m itm e n t 
w n ich  i s  re a d y  fo r  th e  m ost e x tre m e  dem ands, and w h ich  bes tow s on th e  
t r u e  fe a r  o f  God th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  u n c o n d it io n a l  t r u s t  even in  the  face  
o f  H is  u n c o m p re h e n d e a  w i l l  (Gen 2 2 :1 2 ;  E i c h r o d t ,  T h e o lo g y  o f  G T.
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le a d s  to  a s t r i v i n g  a f t e r  in n e r  u n i t y  w i th  th e  w i l l  o f  God t h a t  d e v e l­
ops an in te n s e  p e rs o n a l r e la t io n s h ip  w i th  H im.
In  th e  A p o c a ly p s e , th e  fe a r  o f  God is  e xp re sse d  th ro u g h  g l o r i ­
f y in g ,  w o r s n ip ir .g ,  and p r a is in g  Him ( I 1* :? ;  ' 5 : “ ; 1 9 :5 ) .  S in c e  ’"God- 
fe a r e r s "  ■! h o i  phoboum enoi a u to n ) is  a g e n e ra l te rm  fo r  th e  s a in ts  
1 1 :1 3 : 1 Q :5 ) , t h e i r  o th e r  c h a r a c t e r is t i c s  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  may be
in c lu d e d  in  th e  fe a r  o f  God. The s a in t s '  fe a r  o f  God is  a c o n s ta n t 
a t t i t u d e  (1 1 :1 8 ;  1 9 :5 , in d ic a te d  by th e  p re s e n t te n s e  in  th e  G re e k ) , 
w hereas th e  w o r ld  is  in v i t e d  to  b e g in  to  fe a r  Him (1 “ :7 ,  in d ic a te d  by 
an in g r e s s iv e  a o r i s t ) .
Thus r ig h te o u s  c h a ra c te r  is  m arked by th e  fe a r  o f  God, w h ich  is  
e xp re sse d  n o t o n ly  in  awe and d re ad  and a sense o f  o n e 's  n o th in g n e s s ,  
b u t in  lo v e ,  o b e d ie n c e , and p r a is e .
F a ith
F a i th  can mean b e l i e f  and t r u s t  in  a p e rs o n ; as such i t  i s  th e
o
le a d in g  te rm  fo r  th e  r e l a t io n  o f  man to  G od.-  I t  can a ls o  mean th e  
c o n te n t  o f  f a i t h  (w h a t is  b e l ie v e d ) ,  t h a t  i s ,  th e  d o c t r in e  a b o u t C h r is t  
(Horn 1 0 :9 ; 1 Th t i ; 1 U ) . -  In i t s  l a t t e r  m ean ing  i t  i s  n o t a com ponen t o f  
r ig h te o u s  c h a r a c te r  and hence is  n o t r e le v a n t  h e re .
Of th e  fo u r  o c c u rre n c e s  o f  f a i t h  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e , tw o a re  
am biguous and c o u ld  have e i t h e r  o f  th e  tw o m ean ings  l i s t e d  a b o v e . They 
a re  as fo l lo w s  :
''You h o ld  fa s t  my name and you d id  n o t deny my f a i t h  . .
; Rev 2 :1 3 )  •
Ib  id  . ,  p . 27“ - 
“ R udolph  s u ltm a n n , s . v .  " P is t e u o , "  TDNT 5 :2 0 5 - 
' I b i d . ,  p . 209-
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Here :s  a s a i l  f o r  th e  end u ran ce  o f  th e  s a in t s ,  th o s e  who keep th e  
:o m a n c n e r.-5  o f  God and th e  f a i t h  o f  Je su s  ( 1 ^ :1 2 ) .
R eg a rd in g  2 : 13, Swete and aauer i n t e r p r e t  "my f a i t h "  as th e  
o e l i e v e r ’ s f a i t h  in  C h r is t  ( te n  p i s t i n  mou : f a i t h  o f  B e , m eaning  f a i t h  
in  me) . The s ig n i f i c a n c e  fo r  t h i s  s tu d y  w ou ld  be th a t  th e  b e l ie v e r s  
were a b le  to  m a in ta in  f a i t h  in  C h r is t  a t  a t i n e  o f  p e rs e c u t io n  -h e n  
l i f e  was in  d a n g e r . They c o u ld  have d e n ie d  t h e i r  f a i t h  and th u s  s a fe ­
gua rded  t h e i r  l i v e s ;  b y  h o ld in g  f i r m l y  to  t h e i r  f a i t h  th e y  d e m o n s tra te d  
th e  co u rag eo us  n a tu re  o f  t r u e  f a i t h .  F a ith  is  a t o t a l  resp on se  to  'Cod 
th a t  is  w i l l i n g  to  r i s k  a l l  f o r  H im . H ow ever, i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  u n d e r­
s ta n d  f a i t h  in  2 :1 3  as th e  d o c t r in e  a bo u t C h r is t :  th e  b e l ie v e r s  h e ld
2
fa s t  to  th e  d o c t r in e  o f  C h r is t  m  th e  fa ce  o f  p e r s e c u t io n .
S im i la r l y ,  in  14: 12 " th e  f a i t h  o f  Je su s " can mean " th e  f a i t h  
w h ich  has Jesus fo r  i t s  o b je c t , "  " r e l ia n c e  on J e s u s ." ^  l e n s k i , how­
e ve r , sees i t  as an e x p l i c a t io n  o f  " th e  commandments o f  God" w h ich  to  
h im  in c lu d e  the  w ho le  w i l l  o f  God in  g o s p e l and la w . The s a in ts  t r e a ­
s u re  " th e  f a i t h "  in  th e  sense o f  th e  d o c t r in e  w h ich  o r ig in a t e s  from  
J e s u s . ~
In  i n t e r p r e t in g  th e s e  p a ssa g e s , no com m enta to r s u g g e s ts  a t h i r d  
m eaning  fo r  " th e  f a i t h  o f  J e s u s ,"  t h a t  i s ,  th e  f a i t h  w h ich  Jesus e x e r ­
c is e d  . I f  t h i s  m eaning  were p o s s ib le , th e n  Jesus would be an exam ple  
to  th e  b e l ie v e r s  in  f a i t h  as w e l l  as in  o th e r  q u a l i t i e s .  S in ce  John i s
R e v e la t io n , p .  35; G -s e k -£ n g lis h  l e x i c o n , s . v .  p i s t i s .
“ l e n s k i , R e v e la t io n . ? . "0 5 .
'S w e te . R e v e la t io n , p .  187; M ounce , R e v e la t io n . p . 27’T.
Jle n s k i  , R e v e la t io n . p . -*39.
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3 master of the double entendre. ' it is possible that he intended more
th a n  one m ean ing  in  th e  ve rs e s  above .
The two o th e r  " f a i t h "  te x ts  in  R e v e la t io n  r e fe r  o le a r l y  to  th e
f a i t h  o f  th e  s a in t s .
Jesus commended th e  T h y a t ira n s  fo r  t h e i r  " lo v e  and f a i t h  and
s e rv ic e  and p a t ie n t  e n d u ra n c e ,"  s t a t in g  t h a t  t h e i r  " l a t t e r  w orks exceed
th e  f i - s t "  ( 2 : 1 9 ) .  3wete n o te s  th e  Jo h a n n in e  p r im a c y  o f  lo v e  as th e
2
m o tiv e  fo r c e  fo r  C h r is t ia n  a c t i v i t y ,  th o u g h  f a i t h  i s  n o t o m it te d .  “  Love
and f a i t h ^  a re  th e  m o tiv e s  fo r  s e rv ic e  and e n d u ra n c e , and th e y  is s u e  in
good w o rk s . F a i th  in  John, as in  P a u l,  in c lu d e s  th e  c o n c e p t o f
o b e d ie n c e : i t  le a d s  to  e v e r - in c re a s in g  good w orks  (Rev 2 :1 9 ;  c f .  Rom
u
1 :5 ; 1 6 :2 6 ) .  F a i th  i s  th e  d e c is iv e  fo rc e  b e h in d  th e  m o ra l l i f e .
The f i n a l  t e x t  on f a i t h  i s :  "H e re  i s  [a  c a l l  f o r ]  th e
end u ran ce  and f a i t h  o f  th e  s a in ts "  (Rev 1 3 :1 0 ) .  Those who ta ke  up th e  
3word a g a in s t  God’ s p e o p le  -w il l  be k i l l e d  w i th  th e  sword ( i b i d . ) ,  b u t  
e nd u ran ce  and f a i t h  a re  re q u ire d  in  a w a i t in g  t h a t  day. M eanw h ile  th e  
b e a s t has u n l im i te d  power to p e rs e c u te  . T h is  ’w i l l  r e q u ir e  th a t  th e
'See Jn 3 :3  where ano then  can mean fro m  above o r a g a in : 
Rev 22 : 1 and 17, where "w a te r o f  l i f e "  has a l i t e r a l  and s p i r i t u a l  
m e a n in g ; Jn 9 :3 9  o f  l i t e r a l  and s p i r i t u a l  b l in d n e s s ,  e tc .
^The P a u lin e  o rd e r  is  " f a i t h  and lo v e "  (1 Th 3 :6 ; 1 Tim  1 :1 ^ ;  
2 :1 5 , e t c . ;  S w e te , R e v e la t io n , p . ^ 2 ) .
\ o v e  and f a i t h  c o u ld  be th e  e q u iv a le n ts  o f  the  H eb . f re s e d  and 
e m e th  ( s t e a d f a s t  lo v e  and f a i t h f u l n e s s )  w h ic h ,  when th e y  o c c u r  
to g e th e r  mean an a t t i t u d e  o f m u tu a l l o y a l t y  w i t h in  the  c o ve n a n t ( c f .  
Gen 2U:2 7 ;  3 2 :1 0 ; J ? :2 9 ;  Melson G lu e c k , ~je3ed in  th e  B ib le , b ra n s .
A l f r e d  G o t t s c h a lk  [ C i n c i n n a t i :  H e b re w  U n io n  C o l le g e  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 7 ] 
pp . 7 1 -7 3 ) • W henever hesed and ? emeth a ppea r to g e th e r ,  th e y  a re  to  be 
re g a rd e d  as a h e n d ia d y s , in  w hich  ?em eth  has th e  v a lu e  o f  an e x p la n a ­
t o r y  a d je c t iv e ,  e m p h a s iz in g  th e  q u a l i t y  o f  l o y a l t y  in h e re n t  in  hesed 
( i b i a . ,  p .  7 2 ) .  A p p lie d  to  Rev 2 :1 9 ,  th e  t e x t  w ou ld  sa y , " I  know y o u r 
l o y a l t y . "
a
e ic h r o d t .  T h e o lo g y  o f  3 T , 2 :2 3 6 .
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s a in ts  have  u n s w e rv in g  f a i t h  t h a t  God w i l l  a c t in  t h e i r  b e h a l f .  Here 
f a i t h  ta k e s  on th e  O ld T es tam en t c h a ra c te r  o f  w a i t in g  on God. t r u s t in g  
Him to  a c t  in  H is  own good t im e  (? s  2T : '3 —* ^ : 5 2 :5 , 3 ) .
Thus in  R e v e la t io n  f a i t h  as an a t t r i b u t e  c f  th e  s a in t s  c o n ta in s  
th e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  r e l i a n c e ,  t r u s t ,  o b e d ie n c e , l o y a l t y ,  and p a t ie n c e .
A d je c t iv e s
F a i t h f u l
R e la te d  to  " f a i t h "  i s  " f a i t h f u l , "  w h ich  means t r u s t w o r t h y ,  
d e p e n d a b le , i n s p i r in g  t r u s t  o r  f a i t h . ^  I t  i s  used s ix  t im e s  in  th e  
A p o c a ly p s e , th re e  in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  C h r i s t , and th re e  in  c o n n e c tio n  
w ith  th e  s a in t s .  Jesus i s  th e  m odel o f  f a i t h f u ln e s s  w h ic h  th e  s a in ts  
e m u la te  :
1. Jesus is  f a i t h f u l  in  w itn e s s in g  ( 1 :5 ;  3; 1 4 ) ; so a re  th e y
( 2 : 1 3 ).
2 . He i s  f a i t h f u l  u n to  d e a th  ( 1 : 5 ) ;  so a re  th e y  ( 2 :  1C; 2 : 1 3 ) . '
3. He is  f a i t h f u l  in  w a r fa re  ( th e  e x e c u t io n  o f  j u s t i c e ,  
• 9 :1 1 ) ;  so a re  th e y  ( 1 7 :1 4 ;  c f .  1 9 :1 4 ) .
Jesus was f a i t h f u l  in  ’w itn e s s — in  co m m u n ica tin g  th e  r e v e la t io n  
from  God ( 1 : 1 - 2 ) .  H is  f a i t h f u l  w itn e s s  to  th e  d iv in e  c h a r a c te r  le d  Him 
to  d e m o n s tra te  a lo v e  t h a t  le d  to  H is  d ea th  ( 1 : 5 ) .  H is  f a i t h f u ln e s s  in  
w itn e s s  i s  to  be m ir r o r e d  in  H is  fo l lo w e r s  who w itn e s s  to  th e  w o r ld  o f  
th e  lo v e  o f  God even to  th e  p o in t  o f  t h e i r  d e a th .  Jesus was w h o lly  
f a i t h f u l  in  H is  com m itm ent to  m ankind  to  th e  e x te n t  o f  g iv in g  H is  l i f e .
L a d d , R e v e la t io n . p .  ’ 32.
“ B a u e r . C re e k - c n g l is h  L e x ic o n , s . v .  " p i s t o s . "
^ T t is  to  be n o te d  th a t  th e  w itn e s s in g  and th e  d y in g  a re  o fte n  
o o n n e c te d : i . e . .  one w itn e s s e s  by d y in g .
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They a re  redeemed in  o rd e r  to  be w n o lly  f a i t h f u l  to  God to  th e  e x te n t  
o f  g iv in g  t h e i r  l i v e s .  ' T h e ir  f a i t h f u ln e s s  (2 :1 0 ,  13) and lo v e  (19 )
a re  a re sp o n se  to  H is  f a i t h f u ln e s s  and lo v e  ( 1 : 5 ) .
H c iy
P r o p e r ly  th e  q u a l i t y  o f  h o l in e s s  b e lo n g s  to  God and d e s c r ib e s
th e  d iv in e  " o th e r n e s s "  th a t  i s  u n iq u e  to  H im ."  I t  is  a p p lie d  to  p e r ­
sons and th in g s  in  a d e r iv a t iv e  sense by v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  r e la t io n s h ip  
to  God. ~ Thus h o ly  ( h a g io s ) is  used in  th e  A p oca lypse  n o t o n ly  to  
d e s c r ib e  God and C h r is t  ( 3 :7 ;  9 :8 ;  6 :1 0 )  b u t a ls o  the  c i t y  ( 1 1 :2 ;  2 1 :2 ,  
10 -11 ; 2 2 : 19) ,  th e  a n g e ls  ( 1 4 :1 0 ) ,  and th e  p e o p le  o f  God ( 2 0 : 6 ; 2 2 :1 1 ;
see a ls o  " s a i n t s " ) .  In the  d e r iv e d  s e n s e , th e  b a s ic  id e a  o f  " h o ly "  i 3 
a
s e p a ra t io n  in  th e  sense o f  c o n s e c ra t io n  and d e v o t io n  to  th e  s e r v ic e  o :
th e  D e i t y . "  The v e rb  h a g ia z e in  m eans to  c o n s e c r a t e ,  d e d ic a t e ,
5
s a n c t i f y — i . e . .  in c lu d e  in  th e  in n e r  c i r c l e  o f  what is  h o ly .  H o lin e s s  
im p l ie s  a d u a l s e p a r a t io n :  s e p a ra t io n  to  God (Ex 1 3 :2 ; 2 9 : a<£* ; c f .  A c ts
1 3 :2 ) and s e p a ra t io n  from  th e  w o r ld  and i t s  d e f i le m e n t  (Lev  2 0 :6 - 7 ) .  
I t  r a p id l y  ta k e s  on m ora l as w e l l  as r e l i g i o u s  s ig n i f i c a n c e :  th e  one 
s e p a ra te d  to  God is  to  be h o ly  as God i s  h o ly  (Lev 1 1 :9 4 ) w h ile  a t  th e  
same t im e  he i s  to  be s e p a ra te  from  d e f i le m e n t  and s i n .
In  th e  A p o c a ly p s e , th e  " h o ly "  'who ta k e  p a r t  in  th e  f i r s t
L a S o n d e lle ,  P e r fe c t io n . p . 45 .
" S n a i th ,  D i s t i n c t i v e  Id e a s  o f  0 T . p . 30.
'A u n e , " S t .  J o h n 's  P o r t r a i t , "  p p . 133-139 .
^ S n a ith ,  D i s t i n c t i v e  Id e a s  o f  OT. ? . 25 , 2 9 -3 0 .
'T re r .c h ,  Synonyms o f  MT, p . 231 -
°Bauer , G re e k -E n g lis n  L e x ic o n , s . v . " h a g ia z o . "
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r e s u r r e c t io n  a re  c o n t ra s te d  w ith  th o s e  who s u f f e r  th e  second d ea th  
*.'2 0 : 6 ) who a re  d e p ic te d  as " c o w a rd ly ,  f a i t h l e s s ,  p o l lu t e d ,  m u rd e re rs ,  
f o r n i c a t o r s , s o r c e r e r s ,  i d o la t e r s ,  and l i a r s "  1 2 1 :3 ) .  T h is  c o n t r a s t  
im p l ie s  th a t  th e  " h o ly "  a re  f a i t h f u l  to  God ( i . e . ,  n o t " f a i t h l e s s , "  
" f o r n i c a t o r s , "  " p o l l u t e d , "  or " i d o l a t e r s , "  th a t  i s ,  e n te r in g  in t o  
r e la t io n s h ip  w i th  f a ls e  gods , w ne the r s e l f ,  i d o l s ,  demons, th e  b e a s t ,  
e t c . ) ,  as w e l l  as e t h i c a l l y  m o ra l ( i . e . ,  n o t m u rd e re rs ,  f o r n ic a t o r s ,  o r  
l i a r s ) .
I t  i s  God who makes man h o ly :  Rev 2 2 : 12 i s  l i t e r a l l y  t r a n s ­
la te d  " l e t  th e  h o ly  s t i l l  be made h o ly " — i . e . ,  b y  God and n o t by s e l f .
R e la te d  to  " h o ly "  is  th e  word " s a in t s "  ( h o i h a g io i . th e  h o ly
o n e s ) ,  r e p e a te d ly  used in  th e  R e v e la t io n .  3y th e  t im e  th e  book was
■ w r it te n , th e  word had come to  mean C h r is t ia n  com m un ity  o r  C h r i s t i a n s . '
The d e s ig n a t io n  s a in ts  was used in  th e  O ld T estam en t to  
d e s c r ib e  I s r a e l  as G o d 's  p e o p le  (D t 7 :6 )  and in  Mew T estam en t t im e s  was 
a p p lie d  to th e  C h r is t ia n  com m un ity  (1 Pet 1 :1 5 -1 6 ; 2 :9 ) .  C h r is t ia n s
a re  s a in ts  by v i r t u e  o f  b e in g  " in  C h r is t  J e s u s " ( P h i l  1 :1 )  who is  " th e  
H o ly  One" (A c ts  2 : 1 4 ) . '  S a in ts  w ere b y  no means p e r fe c t  ( e . g . ,  
' Cor * :2 ,  10; 3- 1: 6 :1 - 2 ,  e t c . )  b u t were c o n s ta n t ly  e x h o rte d  to  o v e r ­
come s in  in  t h e i r  l i v e s  (Eph 5 :3 ) -  The m ean ing  o f  s a in ts  i s  n o t m o ra l
p e r fe c t io n  b u t c o n s e c ra t io n  to  C h r is t— a C h r is t ia n  a p p r o p r ia t io n  o f  th e
u
Old Testam ent sense o f  s e p a ra t io n .
In R e v e la t io n , th e  s a in ts  a re  d e f in e d  as th o se  who keep th e
coinnancments o f  God and th e  f a i t h  o f  Jesus ( 1 ^ :1 2 ) .  Here th e  m o ra l and
G tto  P ro c k s c h , " H a g io s , "  TDNT 1 :1 1 0 .
~G. W. H. Lam pe, " S a in t , "  IDB d; 1 6 4 -1 6 5 - ' I b i d .
~E. C. B la ckm a n , " S a n c t i f i c a t i o n , "  IDB a ; 211.
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r e l i g io u s  demands o f  h o l in e s s  a re  co m b in e d : th e  s a in ts  obey G o d 's  law
and c l in g  by f a i t h  bo Je su s . As w i th  the  s a in ts  in  D a n ie l ,  th e y  are
p e rs e c u te d  (Rev 12:1*: 1 6 :6 ; 1 7 :6 ; 18: 24; c f .  Dan 7 :2 1 ,  25) and v in d i ­
c a te d  (Rev * 1 :1 8 ; 20: A; c f .  Dan 7 :1 8 ,  22. 2 7 ) .  The s a in t s  in  th e
A p o c a ly p s e  do r ig h te o u s  deeds ( 1 9 : 3 ) ,  i l l u s t r a t i n g  in  t h e i r  l i v e s  the  
r e l i g i o u s  and m o ra l d im e n s io n s  o f  th e  word " h o ly . "
Thus " h o l y , "  in  d e s c r ib in g  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  s a in t s ,  means 
h a v in g  a p e rs o n a l r e la t io n s h ip  w i th  God th ro u g h  c o n s e c ra t io n  to  Him, 
and l i v i n g  an e t h i c a l  l i f e  o f  o b e d ie n c e  to  H is  commandments.
R ig h te o u s
In  th e  two in s ta n c e s  in  th e  Apoca lypse  where " r ig h te o u s "  
( d ik a io s  and i t s  c o g n a te s )  i s  a p p l ie d  to  th e  s a in t s ,  i t  has th e  m eaning 
o f  d o in g  r ig h te o u s  d e e a s .
"R ig h te o u s "  and " r ig h te o u s n e s s "  in  the  B ib le  mean f u l f i l l i n g  
th e  d iv in e  w i l l  as e xp re s s e d  in  th e  la w  (M t 3 :1 7 -2 0 ; Rom 2 :1 3 ;  3 :4 ) ^  
t h r o u g h  b e in g  in  a c o v e n a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  God (G en 1 7 ; ’ ; 
Dt 6 :1 - 6 ,  2 5 ; Heb 3 : 1 0 ) . '  The c o v e n a n t r e la t io n s h ip ,  ro o te d  in  d e l i v ­
e ra n c e  fhom s in  (Rev 1 :5 ) ,  b lo ssom s in t o  a l i f e  o f  lo v in g  o be d ien ce
(2 :1 9 ;  1 4 :1 2 ) .  In th e  Jo h a n n in e  w r i t i n g s  r ig h te o u s n e s s  i s  a lw a y s  c o n -
u
n e c te d  w i th  C h r is t ,  th e  R ig h te o u s  One (1 Jn 2 :2 9 ; 3 :7 ;  Rev 2 2 :1 1 - 1 4 ) ;  
th e  b e l ie v e r  o b ta in s  r ig h te o u s n e s s  th ro u g h  un ion  w ith  Him (Jn  1 5 :4 ) .
M o te : when a p p lie d  to  God d ik a io s  means b e in g  j u s t  in  H is 
ju d g m e n ts .
“ S ch ren K , " D ik e . "  TDNT 2 :1 9 0 : 3 a u e r . I r e e k - £ n g l is h  le x i c o n .
3 . v .  " d i k a i o s . "
'S ee I .  A c r.te m e ie r , "R ig h te o u s n e s s  in  0 ! "  pp . 3 1 -3 2 ; Paul J . 
A c h te m e ie r . "R ig h te o u s n e s s  in  th e  Mew T e s ta m e n t,"  IDB 4 ;o i_ g 2 .
J3 c h re n k . " D ik e , "  p . 200.
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In  Hebrew th o u g h t ,  r ig h te o u s n e s s  was n o t an a b s t r a c t io n ,  b u t
c o n c re te  c e e u s . s p e c i f i c  a c t s ,  c a p a b le  o f  e x a c t d e s c r ip t io n ,  f ix e d  ir .
t i n e  and s p a c e . '  R ig h te o u s n e s s  was s o m e th in g  t h a t  h a p p e n e d
,?s ' ’ 2 :1 —4 ) .  The p lu r a l  fo rm  means " r ig h te o u s  a c t s . "  Hence John , who
used th e  Hebrew id io m , d e s c r ib e s  th e  b r id a l  gown o f  th e  Lam b 's  w i fe  as
h e r " r ig h te o u s  a c ts "  ( d ik a io m a ta ) :
I t  was g ra n te d  her to  be c lo th e d  'w ith  f in e  l i n e n , b r i g h t  and p u re —  
fo r  th e  f in e  l in e n  is  th e  r ig h t e o u s  deeds o f  th e  s a in t s  (Rev 1 9 :8 ) .
'«hat th e se  r ig h te o u s  deeds were can be deduced fhom th e  r e s t  o f  th e  
b oo k , where th e  "w o rk s "  o f  th e  c h u rc h  were d e s c r ib e d  as p a t ie n t  e n d u r­
ance ( 2 : 2 ) ,  lo v e ,  f a i t h ,  and s e r v ic e  ( 2 : 19) .  k e e p in g  th e  commandments 
o f  God, b e a r in g  te s t im o n y  o f  J e s u s , and m a in ta in in g  f a i t h  in  Him 
;1 2 :1 7 ;  1 4 :1 2 ) .
F u r th e rm o re , th e  d e c re e  w h ich  fo re v e r  f ix e s  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  
men s t a t e s ,  "L e t  . . . th e  r ig h t e o u s  s t i l l  do r i g h t "  ( 2 2 :1 1 ) .  C h a ra c te r  
i s  n o t  o n ly  a m a tte r  o f  b e in g  (as  " L e t  . . . th e  h o ly  s t i l l  be h o ly "  
l i o i d . j ) ,  b u t o f  d o in g , th o u g h  th e  b e in g  ( th e y  a re  " r ig h t e o u s " )  p re ­
cedes th e  d o in g . The d e c re e  o f  22 :11  s ta te s  th a t  th e  r ig h te o u s  ’w i l l  
f o r e v e r  c o n t in u e  to  do th e  w o rk s  o f  r ig h t e o u s n e s s  t h a t  h ave  
c h a r a c te r iz e d  t h e i r  l i v e s — w e e p in g  th e  commandments and h o ld in g  to  
t h e i r  f a i t h  in  J e s u s .
In  the  c o ve n a n t r e l a t i o n s h ip ,  th e  r ig h te o u s n e s s  w h ich  God 
r e q u ir e s  He f i r s t  g iv e s  (1 X i 3 :5 8 ,  51; Ps 5 1 :1 0 : J e r  3 H 3 3 :  I t  3 0 :6 ; 
Iz e k  '1 :1 9 - 2 0 ) .  He g iv e s  th e  c le a n  h e a r t ,  th e  r i g h t  s p i r i t ,  and the  
lo v e  t h a t  in c l in e  th e  h e a r t  to  w a lk  in  H is  commandments. ~ So w i th  th e
S n a i t h , D i s t i n c t i v e  Id e a s  o f  QT. p . ~T
“ L aR on de ile  , P e r f e c t io n , p .  123.
Reproduced with permission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout permission.
•on
' ' f in e  l i n e n ,  b r i g h t  and p u re " o f  th e  b r id a l  gow n: i t  is  s u p p lie d  by God 
I " i t  was g ra n te d  h e r "  (Hev 1 9 :3 ) ] :
B u t a re  th e  w orks a b y s s in o n , a ro b e  o f  f in e  l i n e n ,  and even
1am p rcn . b r i l l i a n t  l i k e  a la m p , k a th a r o n , c le a n ,  p u re , s p o t le s s ?
Is  t h a t  n o t s a y in g  to o  much a bo u t them? M ot a c c o rd in g  to  M a tt 5 :1 4  
as fa r  as b r i l l i a n c e  i s  c o n c e rn e d : n o t a c c o rd in g  to  Eph 3 :2 7  as f a r  
as c le a n n e s s  and s ta in le s s n e s s  a re  c o n c e rn e d . A l l  the  im p e r fe c ­
t io n s  o f  o u r  good w orks a re  made good by th e  p e r fe c t  r ig h te o u s n e s s  
c f  C h r is t  w h ich  i s  cu rs  .fro m  the  v e ry  s t a r t .  So we "a re  c le a n
e ve ry  w h i t "  (John  1 3 -1 0 ).
Thus " r ig h t e o u s "  c h a ra c te r  i s  d e s c r ib e d  in  the  A poca lypse  in
te rm s o f  d o in g  r ig h te o u s n e s s ,  w h ich  means p a t i e n t l y  e n d u r in g  s u f f e r i n g ,  
ke ep in g  th e  commandments o f  God, b e a r in g  te s t im o n y  to  Je su s , and m a in ­
t a in in g  f a i t h  in  H im . The a b i l i t y  to  do t h i s  r ig h te o u s n e s s  comes from  
C h r is t ,  who a ls o  c o v e rs  any d e f ic ie n c ie s  'w ith  H is  r ig h te o u s n e s s .
R ig h te o u s  C h a ra c te r as E xp re sse d  in  th e  L i f e
How does r ig h te o u s  c h a ra c te r  e x p re s s  i t s e l f  in  e v e ry d a y  l i f e
a c c o rd in g  to  th e  A p o ca lyp se ?  What b e h a v io rs  a re  seen as th e  f r u i t a g e
o f  the  C h r i s t - l i k e  l i f e ?  C h a ra c te r re a c h e s  i t s  h ig h e s t f u l f i l l m e n t
when l i f e  has m e a n in g ,- when th e  i n d i v id u a l  i s  in v o lv e d  in  a cause
g re a te r  th an  h im s e l f .  T h is  s tu d y  r e v e a ls  t h a t  th e  l i v e s  and c h a ra c te r s  
o f  C h r is t  and H is  s a in ts  have co sm ic  s ig n i f i c a n c e .  le a d in g  to  th e
h ig h e s t d e v e lo p m e n t o f  a l t e r o c e n t r i c "  b e h a v io r .
The b e h a v io r  r o le s  o f  th e  s a in ts  a re  d e s c r ib e d  f i g u r a t i v e l y  and 
l i t e r a l l y  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e , b o th  a s p e c ts  b e in g  c o n s id e re d  h e re .
L e n s k i . R e v e la t io n , p . 5U2.
" F in d in g  th e  c e n te r  o f o n e 's  l i f e  in  o th e r s ,  in  c o n t r a s t  to
e g o c e n t r ic . c e n te re d  in  s e l f  ( C a rs te n  J o h n s e n , Man— th e  I n d i v i s i b l e  
IC s lo :  J n iv e r  s i t e t s f o r  i a g e t , *9 7 1 ], p . ' 2 ) .
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The r o y a l  p r ie s th o o d
In  f i g u r a t i v e  te rm s  ‘-he  s a in ts  o f  th e  A p o ca lyp se  a re  d e s c r ib e d
as e x e r c is in g  th e  d u a l r o le  o f  p r ie s t s  and k in g s :
I Jesus C h r is t  h a s ] made us a k in g d o m , p r ie s t s  ‘ to  h is  God and 
r a th e r  ( Rev 1: 6 ) .
[The Lamb h a s ] made [m en ] a k ingdom  and p r ie s t s  to  o u r God, and 
th e y  s h a l l  r e ig n  on e a r th  (5 :  i0 )  .
They s h a l l  be p r ie s t s  o f  God and o f  C h r i s t , and th e y  s h a l l  r e ig n
w ith  h im  a th o u sa n d  y e a rs  ( 2 0 : 6 ) .
'rfhat is  th e  m eaning  o f  th e  u n u s u a l e x p re s s io n ,  "a  k ingdom , 
p r ie s t s " ?  Does i t  mean a k ingdom  whose s u b je c ts  a re  a l l  p r i e s t s ,  o r a 
s o v e r e ig n ty  e x e rc is e d  by p r i e s t s ,  o r  a n a t io n  o f  p r ie s t s  r u le d  over by 
a k in g ,  o r p r ie s t s  who a l l  r u le  as k in g s ?  The f i n a l  m ean ing  appea rs  to  
be c o r r e c t ,  f o r  th e  s a in ts  a re  shown to  e x e rc is e  th e  r o le  o f  k in g s  as 
w e i l  as p r i e s t s .  Though th e y  a re  c a l le d  a kingdom  r a th e r  th a n  k in g s ,  
i t  i s  c le a r  t h a t  th e  id e a  o f  k in g s  is  p re s e n t ,  f o r  th e y  'w i l l  re ig n
.5 :1 0 ;  2 0 :« , 6 ; c f .  Can 7 :2 7 ;  Rev 2 2 :5 ) ,  s i t  w ith  C h r is t  on H is  th ro n e  
'3 :2 1 ;  c f .  20: a ) ,  and r u le  th e  n a t io n s  'w ith  a rod  o f  i r o n  ( 2 : 2 6 - 2 7 ) . “
The d u a l r o le  o f  p r ie s t - k in g s  appea rs  s e v e ra l t im e s  in  th e
b o o k , pe rhaps f in d in g  i t s  o r i g i n  in  th e  p a t r ia r c h a l  sys tem  'where the  
head o f  th e  c la n  ( k in g )  o f f e r e d  s a c r i f i c e  as a p r i e s t ,  e . g . ,  Abraham 
(Gen 1 2 :8 )  and M e lc h iz e d e k , k in g  o f  Salem and p r i e s t  o f  th e  Most H igh
S c h o la rs  have w re s t le d  o v e r th e  awkward e x p re s s io n  "k in g d o m , 
p r i e s t s "  by t r y i n g  to  change th e  w o rd in g  to  "a  k ingdom  and a p r i e s t ­
h oo d " or "a  k ingdom  and p r i e s t s "  (S w e te . R e v e la t io n . p . 3 ) .  I t  is  
p o s s ib le  t h a t  John is  t h in k in g  o f  th e  Hebrew g e n i t iv e  c o n s t r u c t ,  b r in g ­
in g  over th e  e x p re s s io n  m am leke th  ko ha n im  d i r e c t l y  in t o  th e  Greek w i t h -  
c u t use o f  th e  n o rm a l g e n i t iv e  c a s e . The m ean ing  'would then  be 
"k in g d o m  o f  p r i e s t s "  as in  Ex 1 9 :5 .
o
“ "The redeemed are  a k ingdom  because th e y  3h a l l  r e ig n  upon th e  
e a r t h . "  "T h e y  a re  g ra n te d  th e  r i g h t  to  r u le  w ith  C h r i s t .  They are  a 
k in g d o m , a n a t io n  o f  k in g s "  [e m p n a s is  s u p p l ie d ] .  (L a d d , The G ospe l o f  
th e  K ingdom . [G rand R a p id s : Eerdm ans, '9 5 9 ] ,  ? . 1 * 7 ) .
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God .Heo Gen 1 ^ :1 8 ) .  The t w e n t y - f o u r  e ld e r s  s i t  an th ro n e s  and
wear c ro w n s ' as k in g s  (Rev 4 ;U ) ,  w h ile  th e y  o f f e r  in c e n s e  (5 :8 )  and
w o rs h ip  'Gog ( 1 1 : ’ 6 ; ’ 9 : ^ )  as p r i e s t s .  7ne p r ie s t - k in g  c o n n e c t io n  is
a ls o  seen in  th e  " tw o  w itn e s s e s "  o f  c h a p te r  11 , an a l lu s io n  to  " th e  two 
a n o in te d  who s ta n d  by th e  lo rd  o f  th e  w ho le  e a r th "  o f  le c h  1U, nam e ly  
Joshua , th e  a n o in te d  p r i e s t ,  and le r u b b a b e l ,  th e  a n o in te d  k in g .  These 
a re  sym bo ls  o f  th e  p r ie s t - k in g  fu n c t io n  o f  b e l i e v e r s . -  The suprem e 
exam ple o f  th e  p r i e s t - k in g  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  is  Jesus H im s e lf ,  who 
a p p e a rs  as p r i e s t  in  th e  lo n g  ro b e , w a lk in g  among th e  seven c a n d le ­
s t i c k s  ( 1: 12- 13) and o f f e r in g  in c e n s e  w i th  a g o ld e n  c e n s e r b e fo re  th e
■j
a l t a r  ( 8 : 3 - 5 ) , '  who is  a ls o  "K in g  o f  k in g s  and Lord o f  lo r d s  (1 7 : i ^ ;
■9 : 16: c f  1 :5 ; 15: 3; 1 1 :1 5 ; 1 2 :10) .
What a re  th e  k in g ly  and p r i e s t l y  r o le s  o f  th e  s a in ts  and how do 
th e y  r e la t e  to  c h a r a c te r ?  In th e  A p o c a ly p s e , a l l  o f  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  
th e  s a in t s — w itn e s s ,  w o rs h ip , s e r v ic e ,  p r a y e r ,  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e ,  ju d g ­
m en t— can be seen as k in g ly  o r p r i e s t l y  f u n c t io n s .  Sometimes th e
c o n n e c t io n  is  e x p l i c i t l y  s ta te d ,  som etim es i t  is  n o t .  Som etim es th e
c o n c e p t e x te n d s  beyond th e  k i .n g - p r ie s t  r o l e .  For t h i s  re a s o n , th e
r o le s  o f  th e  s a in ts  (and o f  o th e r  o rd e rs  o f  th e  c r e a t io n )  w i l l  be
The word crown ( s te p h a n o s ) h e re  is  n o t th e  s t r o n g e s t  word fo r  
k in g ly  crow n ( d ia d e m a ) , though  k in g s  d id  wear i t  (Rev 1U; m ) .  The
commonest m eaning  is  the  w rea th  o f  v i c t o r y ,  th o u g h  in  J : '-i i t  is  a
g o ld e n  c ro w n .
" T r i t e s ,  ,VT C oncep t o f  W itn e s s , p p . 16^-165.
'M any co m m en ta to rs  3ee t h i s  " a n g e l"  as Jesus, s in c e  i t  is  He
who m in is te r s  b e fo re  God in  b e h a lf  o f  th e  s a in ts  'Heb - :2 5 )  ( J .  A.
S e iss  , The A p o c a ly p s e : a S e r ie s  o f  S p e c ia l  L e c tu re s  on th e  R e v e la t io n
o f  Je su s  C h r i s t . 2 v o ls .  [Mew T o rk :  C h a r le s  C. Jo c k , 1906 ] 2 :2 6 -2 7 ;
Ford G. Gttman , The U n fo ld in g  o f  th e  Ages [F in c a s t le .  7 a .:  S c r ip tu r e
T r u th ,  1905 ] ? . 2G1; E l le n  G. W h ite , E a r ly  W r i t in g s  [W a s h in g to n , D. G. : 
Review and H e ra ld ,  1382] pp. 32, 2 7 9 ) .
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l i s t e d  in d e p e n d e n t ly ,  w ith  c o n n e c tio n s  made where in d ic a t e d .  Many o f
th e  concep ts  in  th e  f o l lo w in g  d is c u s s io n  o v e r la p  each o th e r  b u t a re
t r e a te d  s e p a ra te ly  because o f  th e  s p e c ia l  v o c a b u la r ie s  and shades o f  
c lean ing  in v o lv e d .
M is s io n
The g re a t  cause w h ich  c a l l s  f o r t h  th e  e x e r c is e  o f  e v e ry  m o ra l 
e x c e lle n c e  in  th e  s a in ts  i s  th e  m is s io n  o f  God to  th e  u n iv e r s e .  E ve ry  
s a in t  o f  th e  f a l le n  and u n fa l le n  re a lm s  i s  in c lu d e d  in  t h i s  m is s io n .  
The ta s k  is  th e  p ro c la m a t io n  o f  th e  e v e r la s t in g  g o s p e l to  "e v e ry  n a t io n  
and t r ib e  and tongue  and p e o p le "  ( 1 4 :6 ;  1 0 :1 1 ) .  The message to  be
com m unicated is  t h a t  God is  w o r th y  to  r e ig n  because  He c re a te d  a l l  
t h in g s  ( 4 :1 1 ;  1 0 :6 ; 1 4 :7 )  and th a t  Jesus C h r is t  i s  w o rth y  o f  t o t a l
a l le g ia n c e  because He redeemed th e  r e b e l l i o u s  w o r ld  by H is  d e a th  
( 5 :9 .  12) .
Che d iv in e  p u rpo se  fo r  t h i s  w o r ld  s in c e  th e  e le c t io n  o f  Abraham 
has been th e  g a th e r in g  o f  a u n iv e r s a l  c o v e n a n t p e o p le  to  God. The 
pu rpose  o f  e le c t io n  'was m is s io n .  Abraham was b le s s e d  to  be a b le s s in g  
to  a l l  the  f a m i l ie s  o f  th e  e a r th  (Gen 1 2 :2 - 3 ) .  From th e  v e ry  f a m i l ie s  
o f  e a r th  t h a t  had been s c a t te re d  and d iv id e d  in t o  many languages  (Gen 
10 and * 1 ) ,  G od 's  p u rp o se  was to  g a th e r  a p e o p le  u n to  H im s e lf .  7ne 
f i n a l ,  e s c h a to lo g ic a l  g a th e r in g  is  to  undo th e  o r i g i n a l ,  p r im e v a l s c a t ­
t e r in g .  God is  p a r t i c u l a r  to  have r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  from  e v e ry  n a t io n ,  
t r i b e ,  to n g u e , and p e o p le  (Rev 7 :9 :  c f .  Can 7 :1 4 ) .
The pu rpose  o f  I s r a e l 's  e le c t io n  as a p e o p le  was m is s io n  to  th e
w o r ld :
M i l t o n ,  G od's C o v e n a n t, p . 152.
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•low t h e r e f o r e  , i f  you w i l l  obey my v o ic e  and keep my c o v e n a n t , you 
s h a l l  be a y  own p o s s e s s io n  among a l l  p e o p le s ; f o r  a l l  th e  e a r th  i s  
a in e . and you s h a l l  be to  me a k ingdom  o f  p r ie s t s  and a h o ly  n a t io n  
'.Ex * 9 : 5 - 6 ) .
T h is  passage s u g g e s ts  n o t o n ly  a s p e c ia l  p la c e  fo r  I s r a e l ,  b u t a ls o  a
p u rpo se  fo r  th e  o th e r  p e o p le s , who a ls o  b e lo n g  to  God ( v .  5 ) .  I s r a e l
was cnosen  as G o d 's  "own p o s s e s s io n "  to  be a kingdom  o f  p r ie s t s  to  th e
r e s t  o f  th e  w o r ld .  P e te r c o n f irm s  t h a t  th e  r o le  o f  th e  "k in g d o m  o f
p r i e s t s "  is  m is s io n :
3 u t you a re  a chosen ra c e ,  a r o y a l  p r ie s th o o d ,  a h o ly  n a t io n ,  G o d 's  
own p e o p le  , t h a t  you may d e c la r e  th e  w o n d e r fu l deeds o f  h im  who 
c a l le d  you o u t o f  d a rk n e s s  i n t o  h is  m a rve lo u s  l i g h t  (1 P e t 2 : 9 ) .
7ne k in g - p r ie s t  r o le  o f  Rev 1 :5 ,  th e n ,  is  m is s io n  to  th e  w o r ld ,
th e  g a th e r in g  o f  a p e o p le  to  God. Thus th e  144,000 fro m  th e  tw e lv e
t r i b e s  o f  I s r a e l ,  s ta n d in g  o p p o s ite  th e  " g r e a t  m u l t i t u d e  w h ic h  no man
c o u ld  number , from  e v e ry  n a t io n  , fro m  a l l  t r ib e s  and p e o p le s  and
to n g u e s "  ( 7 :9 )  r e p re s e n t  th e  c o m p le t io n  o f  I s r a e l 's  m is s io n  to  th e
w o r ld .  K in g s  and n a t io n s  b r in g  t h e i r  g lo r y  in t o  th e  new J e ru s a le m
(2 1 :2 4 ,  2 5 ) ,  th u s  f u l f i l l i n g  I s a ia h 's  p rophecy  o f  th e  in g a t h e r in g
o
o f  n a t io n s  to  Z ion  ( Is a  6 0 : 3 - 1 3 ) • -  
W itn e s s
The w ords w itn e s s  and te s t im o n y  ( m a r ty s , m a r t y r ia . m a r ty re S )
c c c u r r e p e a te d ly  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  to  d e s c r ib e  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  com m uni­
c a t in g  th e  d iv in e  m e s s a g e ."  The word has a fo re n s ic  m e a n in g , n e v e r f a r  
from  i t s  backg ro un d  o f  th e  la w c o u r t .  "T h e  Gld Testam ent le g a l  a sse m b ly  
n e lp s  t o  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  f o r e n s i c  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  a p o s t o l i c
M i l t o n ,  G od 's  G o v e n a n t, p .  ' 4 1 .
~Tu P re e z . " M is s io n  P e r s p e c t iv e , "  p . 159- 
" T r i t e s ,  NT C on cep t o f  W itn e s s , p .  1.
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te s t im o n y . "  T h u s , th e  p r im a ry  meaning  o f  m a r ty r e in  is  to  bear w itn e s s
o
m  th e  le g a l  sense o f  th e  w o r d . “
There is  a ls o  3 'Jew T es tam en t b a ckg ro u n d  to  th e  ia w c o u r t  
im agery  o f  th e  A p o c a ly p s e . Mot o n ly  was Jesus u n ju s t ly  t r i e d  and c o n -  
lemned in  J e w i3h and Homan la w c o u r ts  (Jn  18—1 9 ). h u t He p re d ic te d  t h a t  
H is  fo l lo w e r s  w ou ld  r e c e iv e  th e  same t r e a tm e n t  ( 1 5 :2 0 ) .  The book o f  
H e v e la t io n  c h r o n ic le s  th e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h i s  p r e d ic t io n ,  sh ow ing  th e  
u n ju s t  t r e a tm e n t  endu red  by C h r is t ia n s  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  f a i t h f u l  
w itn e s s  b e fo re  t h e i r  a c c u s e rs .  John h im s e l f  'was t r i e d  and s e n te n ce d  to  
e x i le  on Patmos " f o r  th e  word o f  God, and fo r  th e  te s t im o n y  o f  Jesus
C h r is t "  (Rev 1 : 9 ) .  and the  m a r ty rs  d ie d  fo r  th e  same rea son  ( 6 :9 .  
2 0 :4 ) . - '  The book o f  H e v e la t io n  in d ic a t e s  t h a t  G od's h e a v e n ly  c o u r t
re v e rs e s  th e  ju d g m e n ts  c f  e a r t h ly  c o u r ts  C o :9—1 1 ) .
The a g e n ts  who w itn e s s . H e v e la t io n  p r e s e n t s  a c h a in  o f  w i t ­
n e s s e s : God as th e  o r i g i n a l  so u rce  t r a n s m it s  H is  word to  Jesus C h r i s t ,
who t e s t i f i e s  to  i t  th ro u g r . H is  a n g e l to  th e  p ro p h e t ,  who th e n  com m un i­
c a te s  i t  to  th e  c h u rc h e s ,  who, in  t u r n ,  p ro c la im  i t  to  th e  w o r ld
(Rev 1 :1 -2 .  11; 1 4 :6 ) .  Jesus is  th u s  th e  f i r s t  o f  a c h a in  o f  w i t ­
n e s s e s , t r a n s m i t t i n g  th e  "'word o f  God" to  th e  p ro p h e t .  The p ro p h e t and 
th e  s a in ts  a re  s u c c e s s iv e  w itn e s s e s  in  th e  t ra n s m is s io n  o f  th e  d iv in e  
message to  th e  w o r ld .
The c o n te n t  o f  w i tn e s s . J e s u s , as th e  p r im a ry  w itn e s s  to  th e
th o u g h ts  and p u rp o se s  o f  God, is  c a l le d  " t h e  f a i t h f u l  and t r u e  w i tn e s s "
To i d . ,  p .  22. “ S a u e r, G r e e k - c n g iis h  L e x ic o n , s . v .  " m a r ty s . "
'K e n n e th  A. S t ra n d ,  " I n v e s t i g a t i v e  Judgment in  th e  Sock o f  
H e v e la t io n , "  P a c i f i c  U n io n  R e c o rd e r . G e t. 13. '9 8 0 , p . 2.
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(3 : : J ; 21' .  1: 5 ) .  What i s  "he  co nce n t o f  H is  w i tn e s s ,  c e i le d  " th e  ’word
o f  God and th e  te s t im o n y  o f  Je sus" ( 1 :2 ) ?  I t  i s  d e s c r ib e d  as "w h a t
must scon ta k e  p la c e "  ( 1 : 1 ) ,  " th e  p ro p h e c y " ( 1 : 3 )— w h ic h  is  th e  book o f  
R e v e la t io n  i t s e l f  ( 2 2 :1 3 ) .  In c lu d e d  in  th e  book is  th e  f u l l  g o s p e l:  
C h r i s t 's  p re in c a rn a te  p u rp o se  ( 1 3 :3 ) ,  H is  in c a r n a t io n  ( 1 2 : 5 ) ,  dea th  
(1 :5 :  5 : 6 , 9 ) .  r e s u r r e c t io n  ( 1 :1 7 - 1 8 ) ,  a s c e n s io n  ( 1 2 :5 ) ,  p r i e s t l y  m in ­
i s t r y  to  the  c h u rc h  ( 1 : 1 2 - 3 :2 2 ) ,  second com ing ( 1 :7 ;  1 9 :1 1 -1 6 ) ,  ju d g ­
m ents (1 1 :1 8 ; 19 : 2 ) ,  and r e ig n  ( 11: 15 ; 19 : 15- 1 6 ) ;  a ls o  th e  message o f  
s a lv a t io n  fhom s in  ( 1 : 5 ;  7 :1 0 , 19) and d e a th  ( 2 1 : 4 ) .  w i th  th e  b e s to w a l 
o f  e te r n a l  l i f e  on H is  s a in t s  in  a r e c re a te d  e a r th  ( 2 1 :1 ;  2 2 :1 -5 ,  1 7 ). 1
Thus th e  te s t im o n y  o f  Jesus in c lu d e s  a l l  o f  th e  w ork  and w ords o f
Jesus, fo cuse d  on H is  d e a th ,  fo r  i t  i s  th e re  t h a t  th e  word and a c ts  o f  
C h r is t ,  th e  te a c h in g  and the  P e rso n , become i d e n t i c a l . "  I t  i s  th e re
th a t  He is  s u p re m e ly  " t h e  f a i t h f u l  and t r u e  w i tn e s s "  (3 : I 21; o f .  1 :5 ) .
The te s t im o n y  o f  Jesus c o u ld  be c a l le d  th e  g o s p e l,  p a r a l l e l i n g  the  
" l i t t l e  A p o c a ly p s e "  w h ic h  e q u a te s  t h e  g o s p e l  and th e  w i tn e s s
(Mt 2 9 : 1U ).
T h is  t r e a s u r e  o f  t r u t h ,  " th e  -word o f  God and th e  te s t im o n y  o f  
J e s u s ,"  is  th e  message e n t ru s te d  to  th e  s a in t s  w n ich  th e y  n o t o n ly  h o ld  
and p re s e rv e  (Rev 12: 17; 15: 10) bu t t r a n s m it  to  th e  w o r ld  a t  the  r i s k
o f  p e rs e c u t io n  (1 :9 )  and d e a th  ( 6 :9 ;  1 1 :6 -7 ;  1 2 :1 1 ; 2 0 :9 ) .  Whoever
keeps th e  word o f  J e s u s , th e  c h ie f  " w i tn e s s "  to  God, becomes a 'w itness  
h im s e l f . "  I t  i s  th ro u g h  th e  c h u rch  t h a t  th e  w o r ld  i s  c o n fro n te d  w ith
Gee C a iro ,  R e v e la t io n , p . 296; T en ne y , R e v e la t io n . p .  J9.
" T r i t e s  , XT C o n c e p t o f  W itn e s s , p . 153.
" R i s s i , "K erygm a  o f  R e v e la t io n , "  p . "3-
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Gca . Jhurc.n members i n d i v id u a l l y  ( 2 : 1 3 )  and c o l l e c t i v e l y  ( 1 1 : 3 f f . )  are 
w itn e s s e s  to  th e  w o rld  o f  th e  p la n  and p u rpo ses  o f  God.
M ethod o f  w itn e s s . How does th e  ch u rch  a c c o m p lis h  i t s  'w it ­
n e s s in g ?  Some c o m n e n ta to rs  see w itn e s s  as m a rty rd o m : Jesus w itn e s s e d
to  th e  w o r ld  th ro u g h  H is d e a th  ( 1 : 5 )  and m a r ty rs  'w itn esse d  th ro u g h
t h e i r s  ( 2 :1 3 ;  5 :9 ) .  Hence th e  w ord  m a rty s  becomes m a r ty r  in  th e  AV
( 2 :1 3 ) .  H ow ever, the  em phasis th ro u g h o u t the  H e v e la t io n  is  w itn e s s
com m un ica ted  th ro u g h  sp e e ch : " th e y  have conquered  . . .  by th e  word o f
t h e i r  te s t im o n y "  ( 1 2 :1 1 ) .  " L e t  him  who h e a rs  say ’ Come’ " ( 2 2 :1 7 ) .  The 
b a s ic  m ean ing  o f  th e  Greek n a r t y r ia  i s  w itn e s s  com m un ica ted  th ro u g h  
sp e e c h . The s a in ts  a re  n o t c a l le d  w itn e s s e s  because th e y  d ie ,  b u t th e y
d ie  because th e y  are w itn e s s e s .  1 The G reek m a rty s  ( w itn e s s ) d id  n o t
o
ta k e  on th e  m eaning o f  m a r ty r  u n t i l  th e  second c e n t u r y . "
The s a in t s ,  th e n , a re  a p a r t  o f  th e  c h a in  o f  co m m u n ic a tio n  o f  
th e  re d e m p t iv e  message from  God to  th e  'w o r ld . As w itn e s s e s ,  th e y  m ust 
have f i r s t h a n d  know ledge and e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  th e  s u b je c t  m a tte r  o f  
t h e i r  te s t im o n y .  T h e irs  is  a tw o -w a y  c o m m u n ic a tio n , r e q u i r in g  a 
c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  God and th e  w o r ld .
The fo r e n s ic  a s p e c t o f  w i t n e s s . I t  has been m en tion ed  th a t  th e  
w o rds  w itn e s s  and te s t im o n y  have a fo r e n s ic  m eaning s u g g e s t in g  th e  
im a g e ry  o f  th e  la w c o u r t . M a r ty r e in  c o n ta in s  heavy  o v e r to n e s  o f  i t s  
p r im a ry  m ea n in g — to bear w itn e s s  in  th e  le g a l  3ense o f  th e  w o rd .
G a ird  sees two la w c o u r ts  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e : th e  Hcman c o u r t  o f
law  w n ic n  ju d g e d  the  s a in ts  w o r th y  o f  d e a th , and th e  h e a v e n ly  la w c o u r t
‘H i l l ,  "P ro p h e cy  ar.d P ro p h e ts . "  p . -1 2 .
"H o ic e  , w itn e s s  in  G ospe l o f  J c n n , p re fa c e  ( n . p . ,
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w nich  re v e rs e s  th e  s e n te n c e s  o f  e a r t h l y  la w c o u r ts  and v in d ic a t e s  th e  
opp ressed  m a r ty r s .  Though C h r i s t 's  w itn e s s e s  are ind ee d  t r i e d  and
condemned in  human la w c o u r ts  and t h e i r  s e n te n c e s  re v e rs e d  in  th e  heav­
e n ly  la w c o u r t ,  th e re  i s  an even g re a te r  is s u e  in v o lv e d .  The s a in t s  a re  
w itn e s s in g  to  a la r g e r  a u d ie n c e  th a n  a Soman la w c o u r t ove r a la r g e r  
is s u e  than  t h e i r  r i g h t  to  l i v e .  T hey, and even God H im s e lf ,  a re  
accused in  th e  co sm ic  la w c o u r t  o f  th e  'u n iv e r s e . Ihe  p ro s e c u t in g  a t t o r ­
ney is  S a ta n , " t h e  a c c u s e r o f  o u r  b r e th r e n "  who "a ccu se s  them day and 
n ig h t  b e fo re  o u r God" ( 1 2 :1 0 ) .  The a u d ie n c e  in c lu d e s  th e  heavens  and 
a l l  who d w e l l  in  them , p lu s  e a r th  and sea ( v .  12). The "w a r in  h e a v e n " 
o f  1 2 :7 , th o u g h  d e s c r ib e d  in  te rm s  o f  S a ta n 's  o r i g in a l  o u s te r  from  
heaven ( Is a  1 4 :1 2 -1 5 ) ,  is  n o t a m i l i t a r y  b a t t l e  b u t a le g a l  o n e .^
What a re  th e  is s u e s  in  t h i s  c o sm ic  la w s u it?  The is s u e s  o ve r 
w h ich  Satan i s  d e fe a te d  and God i s  v in d ic a te d  a re  e nu m e ra te d  in  
Hev 12:10  as f o l lo w s :
th e  s a lv a t io n  o f  God: i . e . .  H is  r i g h t  to  save s in n e r s  ( c f .
" : 9 - l C )
2. th e  power o f  God: i . e . ,  -whether or n o t He is  in  c o n t r o l
( c f .  5 :1 0 )
2. th e  icLngdom o f  God: i . e . .  H is  c la im  to  s o v e r e ig n ty
-i. th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  C h r i s t :  i . e . .  H is  r ig h t  to  r u le
H e g a rd in g  th e  f i r s t  is s u e ,  th e  n a tu re  o f  S a ta n 's  a c c u s a t io n s  
becomes c le a r :  he accuses  ''o u r  b r e th r e n "  o f  s in  ( 12 : 10) ,  th u s  c o n te s t ­
in g  G od 's  - i g h t  to  save them . The r e fe r e n c e  to  Satan as a c c u s e r o f  th e  
b re th re n  is  an a l lu s io n  to  Gob : :9 —11 and le c h  2:1 where he a ccu se d  Job
H e v e la t io n , p . 35; c f .  T r i t e s ,  NT C oncep t o f  W itn e s s , p .  167. 
“ T r i t e s ,  MT C oncep t o f  W itn e s s . p .  171.
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c f  s e rv in g  God fo r  s e l f i s h  re a s o n s , and J o s h u a , I s r a e l 's  re p re s e n ­
t a t i v e ,  o f  b e in g  f i l t h y  w ith  s in .  The s a in t s  overcom e S a ta n 's  ch a rg e  
sh rougn  .a )  th e  b lo o d  o f  th e  Lamb w h ich  has washed away t h e i r  s in s  
Rev 7t i ^ ) and Co) th e  word o f  t h e i r  te s t im o n y ,  w h ich  i s  u n d o u b te d ly
t h e i r  c o n fe s s io n  o f  th e  s a v in g  power o f  C h r i s t 's  b lo o d .  The fa c t  th a t
th e y  love d  n o t t h e i r  l i v e s  even u n to  d e a th  ( 12 : 11 ) d is p ro v e s  th e  ch a rg e
th a t  th e y  s e rv e  God fo r  s e l f i s h  re a so n s  (Job  1 :9 - 1 1 ) .  They have con­
quered th e  e le m e n ta l ,  a l l - p e r v a s iv e  s in  o f  e g o c e n t r i c i t y — s e l f - lo v e  and 
s e l f - s e r v i c e .  T h e ir  l i v e s  p ro v id e  c o r r o b o r a t iv e  e v id e n c e  o f  God’ s 
power to  sa ve . T hu s , th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  s a in t s  becomes a s e co n d a ry  
fa c to r  in  th e  v in d ic a t io n  o f  God ( th e  c ro s s  b e in g  e ve r p r im a r y ) .
The b lo o d  o f  th e  Lamb a is o  w in s  th e  le g a l  v i c t o r y  fo r  God and 
C h r is t  on th e  is s u e  o f  G o d 's  power and s o v e r e ig n ty  and th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  
C h r is t  w h ich  Satan had c h a lle n g e d  b y  a t te m p t in g  to  u s u rp  th e  th ro n e  o f  
Cod ( Is a  H : 13—1U ) ,  s e t t i n g  up a r i v a l  th ro n e  (Rev 1 3 :2 : 1 6 :1 0 ) ,  and
demanding th e  w o rs h ip  aue o n ly  to  God C1 3 : 11» 3) •
The c n a r a c te r  o f  God is  re v e a le d  in  H is  m ethod o f  d e a lin g  w ith  
th e  c n a l le n g e :  He w in s  H is  le g a l  case th ro u g h  th e  d e m o n s tra t io n  o f
s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  lo v e  r a th e r  than  th ro u g h  f o r c e .  So p e rs u a s iv e  is  th e  
c ro s s  th a t  i t  c o n v in c e s  e ve ryo n e  th a t  God and C h r is t  a re  w o rth y  to  
r e ig n  ( 5 :1 3 ) .  I t  w in s  th e  unbounded l o y a l t y  and a d o ra t io n  o f  th e  
o n lo o k in g  u n iv e rs e  ( v v .  3- 13) ,  w h ich  in  t u r n  causes  th e  e x p u ls io n  o f  
Satan (1 2 :1 0 ; c f .  Jn 1 2 :3 1 -3 2 ) .
The s ig n i f i c a n c e  c f  th e  s a in t s '  w itn e s s  in  th e  co sm ic  l a w s u i t . 
I f  the w ords  w itn e s s  and te s t im o n y  ind ee d  have fo r e n s ic  s ig n i f i c a n c e ,  
then  " th e  te s t im o n y  o f  Je su s " as w itn e s s e d  to  by th e  s a in ts  m ust be 
designed to  o e rsu a d e  th e  w o r ld  and th e  u n iv e r s e  o f  th e  r ig h tn e s s  o f
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Jod ' s caus.e . The is s u e s ,  as we nave seen , in v o lv e  "he  s o v e re ig n ty  o f  
Jod ana C h r is t  (Rev ' 2 : 1 0 — T h e ir  r i g h t  to  s a v e , to  r u l e ,  to  re c e iv e  
th e  t o t a l  a l le g ia n c e  o f  th e  'u n iv e rs e  ( i b i d . ,  5 :1 3 ) .  T h is  r ig h t  is  
c o n te s te d  by th e  o p p o s i t io n ,  w h ich  s e ts  up a r i v a l  lo r d s h ip  and w o rs h ip  
•: 1 3 : 7 -3  ) .
What the  s a in ts  do is  to  ta k e  " th e  word o f  '3od and the  te s ­
t im o n y  o f  J e s u s ” — th e  s ta te m e n t o f  th e  d iv in e  case  ( 1 :9 ;  3 :9 ;  (2 :1 7 ;
20 : 4 )— and t r a n s m it  i t  to  th e  'w o rld  (1 4 :5 ;  1 0 :1 1 ; c f .  Mt 2 4 :1 4 ) .  T h e ir  
te s t im o n y  has th e s e  e f f e c t s :
1. A l l  n a t io n s ,  k in d r e d s ,  to n g u e s , and p e o p le  h ea r th e  w itn e s s  
(Rev 1 4 :6 ) .
2. T h e ir  te s t im o n y  d e c id e s  th e  fa te  o f  t h e i r  fo e s :  wr.en
r e je c t e d  i t  b r in g s  -wrath and d e s t r u c t io n  upon t h e i r  enem ies  ( 1 1 :5 - 3 ) .
3 . T h e ir  te s t im o n y  causes t h e i r  own p e r s e c u t io n  and d ea th
( 1 :9 ;  3 :9 ;  7 2 :1 1 ; 2 C ;4 ) .
u. T n e ir  te s t im o n y  c o n c e rn in g  th e  b lo o d  o f  th e  Lamb ‘w ins th e  
le g a l  c a s e : the  a ccu se r i s  d e fe a te d  and c a s t  down ( 12 : 11) .
T e a c h in g
The R e v e ia to r ' s p a s to r a l  l e t t e r s  a re  a d d re sse d  to  th e  a n g e ls  o f
th e  seven c h u rc h e s  ( 2 :1 ,  3, 12, 18, e t c . ) .  These c a n r.o t be u n d e rs to o d
as h e a v e n ly  a n g e ls  s in c e  John c o u ld  n o t send l e t t e r s  to  them (as he was
commanded to  do in  1 :1 1 ; 2 :1 ,  e t c . ) .  The word a n g e l ( a g g e lo s ) must be
u n d e rs to o d  in  i t s  a l t e r n a te  m eaning o f  m e s s e n g e r, a t i t l e  w n icn  is
a p p lie d  to  b o th  p r i e s t  (M a i 2 :7 )  and p ro p h e t (Hag "’ : 1 3 ) ,  th u s  sh e d d in g
more i i g r - t  on th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  p r i e s t l y  r o le  o f  th e  s a in t s :
For th e  l i p s  o f  a p r i e s t  sh o u ld  gua rd  k n o w le d g e , and men sh o u ld  
seek i n s t r u c t i o n  from  h is  m ou th , fo r  he is  th e  m essenger o f  th e  
Lord  o f  h o s ts  (M a i 2 : 7 ) .
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Then Haggai , th e  m essenger o f  th e  Lord , spoKe to  th e  p e o p le  w ith  
th e  L o rd 's  m essage, " I  am w ith  y o u , says th e  L o re " (Hag 1 :1 3 ) ,
M a la ch i shows th e  te a c h in g  fu n c t io n  o f  th e  p r i e s t , who, as th e  L o r d ' s
m essenger, was to  in s t r u c t  th e  p e o p le  (see a ls o  2 Chron 1 5 :3  w h ic h
r e f e r s  to  "a  te a c h in g  p r i e s t " ) .  The p ro p h e t as m essenger g iv e s  th e
L o rd 's  message to  th e  p e o p le .
The a n g e ls ,  o r m e sse n g e rs , o f  th e  ch u rche s  a re  a ls o  s y m b o liz e d
as s ta rs  h e ld  in  th e  nand o f  Jesus (Rev 1 :16 , 20; 2 :1 0 ) .  D a n ie l
e x p la in s  th e  n a tu re  o f  th o s e  'who a re  s t a r s :
And th o s e  who a re  w ise  s h a l l  s h in e  l i k e  th e  b r ig h tn e s s  o f  th e  f i r ­
mam ent; and th o se  'who tu rn  many to  r ig h te o u s n e s s , l i k e  th e  s ta r s  
fo r  eve r and e v e r (Dan 1 2 :3 ) -
"Those who a re  -wise" can be t r a n s la t e d  " th o s e  who cause o th e r s  to
become w is e ”  and hence ta k e s  on th e  m ean ing  o f  " t e a c h e r s . " '  "T h ose  who
tu rn  many to  r ig n te o u s n e s s "  means " th o s e  'who cause many to  become
2
r ig h te o u s  . "
A c a r e fu l  re a d in g  o f  th e  l e t t e r s  to  the  c h u rch e s  r e v e a ls  t h a t  
th o s e  a n g e ls  o r  m essengers o f  th e  seven c h u rch e s  c o u ld  p o s s ib ly  
re p re s e n t  th e  whole c h u rc h  c o r p o r a t e ly .  each c h u rc h  is  a d d re s s e d  as 
"y o u "  in  th e  s in g u la r ,  y e t  th e  c h a r a c t e r is t i c s  o f  th e  w ho le  body o f  
cn u rch  members a re  d e s c r ib e d .  T h is  su g g e s ts  t h a t  th e  'whole c h u rc h  
m ig h t be in c lu d e d  in  th e  f ig u r e  o f  a n g e l (m essenge r) o r  s t a r . I f  s o , 
then  each c h u rc h  as a 'whole is  h e id  in  th e  hand o f  C h r i s t , and each 
churcn  is  to  be th e  L o r d 's  m e s s e n g e r, g iv in g  i n s t r u c t io n  to  men from  
i t s  mouth (M ai 2 : 7 ) ,  t r a n s m i t t i n g  th e  L o rd 's  messages (Hag 1 :1 3 5 ,
The Hebrew is  th e  h i p h i i  p a r t i c i p l e .
“ .Also a h i p h i i  p a r t i c i p l e .
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•naKing many w i s e ,  and tu r n in g  :nany to  r ig h te o u s n e s s  .Dan '2 : 2 ) -  T h is  
teac .n ing  r o le  i s  c l e a r l y  a p r i e s t l y  m i n i s t r y . '
The c h u rc h e s  a re  a ls o  s y m b o liz e d  as Lam pstands (Rev 1 :2 0 ) ,  n o t 
th em se lve s  th e  l i g h t ,  b u t  grand p e d e s ta ls ,  each b e a r in g  an a n c ie n t  
v e s s e l fo r  o i l ,  each v e s s e l h a v in g  a n o z z le  in  w h ich  la y  a w ic k  b u rn in g  
w ith  a c le a r ,  b r i l l i a n t  f la m e . '  So th e  c h u rc h e s  o f  th e  Lord a re  b e a r­
e rs  o f  H is  l i g h t  , th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  fo rd  k in d le d  by th e  f la m e  o f  th e  
S p i r i t .  Jesus c a l l s  H is  d is c ip le s  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  w o r ld  (M t 5 :1 4 )  
th ou gh  He is  th e  p r im a ry  l i g h t  (Jr. 3 :1 2 ) .
The f ig u r e  o f  th e  lam pstand  e m p ha s izes  th e  lo c a l  c h u rc h  in  i t s
c a p a c ity  as a w itn e s s in g  co m m un ity , -w h ile  th e  a d je c t iv e  "g o ld e n "
d e p ic ts  how p re c io u s  i s  t h e i r  f a i t h  and w itn e s s  ( c f .  Rev 3- 1S; 1 3 :1 6 ) .
The fa c t  t h a t  Jesus H im s e lf  -walks in  th e  m id s t o f  th e  la m p s ta n d s  ( 2 : 1 )
means th a t  He i s  p re s e n t  in  th o s e  c o m m u n it ie s  and th a t  th e y  as c h u rc h e s
u
are c o rp o ra te  w itn e s s e s  to  t h e i r  L o rd . C h r is t ia n s  have th e  p r i v i l e g e  
o f s e c u r in g  l i g h t  from  th e  Source o f  a l l  l i g h t ,  and g iv in g  i t  in  t u r n
to  th ose  fo r  'whom th e y  la b o r  .
The sym b o ls  c f  a n g e ls , s t a r ,  and la m p s ta n d , th e n ,  i l l u s t r a t e
1I t  is  p o s s ib le  th a t  th e  th re e  a n g e ls  c f  Rev :U :6 -1 1 ,  g iv in g  
the  la s t  w a rn in g  m essages to  a ju d g m e n t-b o u n d  w o r ld ,  a ls o  r e f e r  to  th e  
c o rp o ra te  c h u rc h  in  i t s  -w itn e s s in g  f u n c t io n .  The phrase  " f l y i n g  in
m id he a ven " ( v .  o) does n o t neg a te  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  s in c e  th e  c h u rc h
m i l i t a n t  is  f i g u r a t i v e l y  seen in  heaven in  numerous p la c e s  in  th e  
A p oca lypse  (1 2 :1 :  1 3 :6 ; 1 4 :1 ; 1 5 :2 ; 1 8 :2 0 ; 1 9 :1 ) -  The f ig u r e  o f  a n g e ls  
f l y i n g  in  m idheaven  d e c la r in g  C od 's  m essages " w i t h  a lo u d  v o ic e "  ( v .  " ,  
" to  e v e ry  n a t io n  and t r i b e  and tong ue  and p e o p le "  ( v .  6 ) d e s c r ib e s  th e  
power and u n i v e r s a l i t y  o f  th e  c n u r c h 's  p r o c la m a t io n .
'B ro w n le e ,  " P r i e s t l y  C h a ra c te r , "  pp . 2 2 4 -2 2 5 -
'L e n s k i  , H e v e la t io n , p . 53-
a
Aune , " S t .  J o h n ' 3 P o r t r a i t  , "  p . 1“ c.
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ch a t r ig r . te o u s  c .n a ra c te r  is  exp resse d  th ro u g h  a te a c h in g  m in is t r y  o f  
e n l ig h te n in g  th e  w o r ld  w i th  th e  g o s p e l.
P rophecy
The word p ro p h e s y  means to  p ro c la im  a d iv in e  r e v e la t io n  ; a
p ro p h e t is  a p ro c la im e r  and in t e r p r e t e r  o f  d iv in e  r e v e la t io n .  John
th e  P e v e la to r  is  a p ro p h e t ( 2 2 : 9 ) and th e  m essage w h ich  he w r i te s  i s  a
p ro p h e cy  ( 1 :3 ;  2 2 :1 8 - 1 9 ) .  The C h r is t ia n  c h u rc h  c o u ld  be c o n s id e re d  a
p ro p h e t ic  c o m m u n ity "  because  th e  " tw o  w itn e s s e s "  w h ich  re p re s e n t  th e
c h u rc h  b e a r in g  i t s  te s t im o n y  to  a h o s t i l e  w o r ld  a re  a ls o  c a l le d  " tw o
p ro p h e ts "  ( 1 1 : 1 0 ) . '  A ls o ,  John is  c a l le d  a f e l lo w - s e r v a n t  w ith  "y o u r
b re th re n  who have th e  te s t im o n y  o f  J e s u s " ( 1 9 :1 0 ) ,  w h ic h  la t e r  a p p e a rs
to  be e qu a te d  ’w ith  " y o u r  b re th re n  th e  p ro p h e ts "  ( 2 2 :9 ) .  Thus i t
appea rs  th a t  a l l  who h o ld  th e  te s t im o n y  o f  J e s u s , t h a t  i s ,  C h r is t ia n s
a
in  g e n e ra l,  ( 1 2 :1 7 ;  20 : d ) a re  p ro p h e ts .  O th e r  re fe re n c e s  to  p ro p h e ts ,  
how eve r, d is t in g u is h  them from  th e  s a in t s  in  g e n e ra l (1 1 :1 3 ; * 3 : 2 0 ,
2 4 ) .  I t  i s  p ro b a b ly  s a fe s t  to  c o n c lu d e  th a t  th e  s a in ts  have a p a r t  in  
th e  p ro p h e t ic  m in i s t r y  in  t h a t  th e y  a re  e n t r u s te d  w i th  d e l iv e r in g  th e  
p ro p h e t ic  message to  th e  w o r ld .  They a re  p ro p h e ts ,  n o t in  th e  p r im a ry  
sense o f  r e c e iv in g  d iv in e  r e v e la t io n s  fro m  God, b u t  in  th e  s e c o n d a ry  
sense o f  b e in g  o ro c la im e r s  o f  the  d iv in e  r e v e la t i o n .
'3 a u e r , G r e e k - £ n g l is h  L e x ic o n , s . v .  " p ro p h e te u S . "  " p r o p h e t e ia . "
" H i l l ,  "P ro p h e c y  and P ro p h e ts , "  p .  -M 3-
'T h e  " tw o  w itn e s s e s "  u n d o u b te d ly  a p p ly  b o th  to  th e  w r i t t e n  Word 
( re p e a te d ly  c a l le d  in  c o r re s p o n d in g  d u a l fa s h io n  " th e  word o f  God and 
th e  te s t im o n y  o f  J e s u s " in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e ) and th e  spoken  word as p ro ­
c la im ed  by th e  l i v i n g  w itn e s s e s — th e  c h u rc h .  See Kenneth A. S t ra n d ,  
"The Two W itn e s s e s  o f  Hev 1 1 : 3 - '2 . "  Andrew s U n iv e r s i t y  S e m in a ry  S tu d ie s  
*9 (Summer ( 981 ) :  131 -1
H i l l ,  "P ro p h e c y  and P ro p h e ts , "  p . J 13-
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S e l f - s a c r i f i c e
O f fe r in g  s a c r i f i c e  is  a p r i e s t l y  f u n c t io n .  C h r is t  " f r e e d  us 
from  o u r s i r s  by b is  b lo o a "  '1 : 5 )  in  t y p ic a l  p r i e s t l y  f u n c t io n .  3u t 
fo r  th e  p r ie s t  to  s u b s t i t u t e  H is  own l i f e  fo r  th e  b lo o d  o f  a n im a ls  is  a 
new c o n c e p t io n  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d  and s a c r i f i c e ,  and t h i s  i s  w hat C h r is t  
d id .  Jesus o f fe re d  H is  own l i f e .  H im s e lf  th e  p r i e s t .  H im s e lf  the  
s a c r i f i c e .
In  th e  A p o c a ly p s e , th e  s a in ts  f o l lo w  th e  p r i e s t l y  m in i s t r y  o f  
C h r is t  by  la y in g  down t h e i r  l i v e s  in  s a c r i f i c e :  " t h e y  lo v e d  n o t t h e i r
l i v e s  even u n to  d e a th ”  ( 12 : 11 ) .  Ih e y  were s la in  ( s p h a z e in — b u tc h e re d , 
s la u g h te re d )  as He was s l a i n .  C h r is t ia n s  e x e rc is e d  t h e i r  p r ie s th o o d  in  
th e  m easure th a t  th e y  o f f e r  th e m s e lv e s  and c o n fe s s  t h e i r  f a i t h  in  bear —
5
in g  w i t n e s s . “
John in  h is  e p i s t l e  s u g g e s ts  a n o th e r way b e s id e s  m a rty rdo m  o f
la y in g  down o n e 's  l i f e :
3y t h i s  we know lo v e ,  t h a t  he la id  down h is  l i f e  fo r  u s : and we
o u g h t to  la y  down o u r  l i v e s  f o r  th e  b re th re n  (1 Jn 3 :1 6 ) .
Here he means la y in g  down o n e 's  l i f e  in  lo v in g  s e r v ic e  th ro u g h  m in is ­
t e r in g  to  th e  needs o f  th e  b re th r e n  ( v v .  1 7 -1 8 ).
B e s id e s  b e in g  a p r i e s t l y  f u n c t io n ,  s u f f e r in g  is  an a s p e c t o f  
th e  k in g ly  r o le  o f  th e  s a in t s .  John co n n e c ts  th e  tw o  in  h is  a s to n is h ­
in g  a f f i r m a t io n ,  " I  Jo hn , y o u r  b ro th e r  and a s s o c ia te  in  t r i b u l a t i o n ,
r o y a l t y ,  and p a t ie n c e "  (Rev 1 :9 , F rench  t r a n s la t i o n ) .  T r ib u la t io n  and 
r o y a l t y  go to g e tn e r  as w ith  C h r is t  th e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  C a lv a ry  le d  to  th e
F e u i l l e t ,  " le s  C h re t ie n s  P r S t re s , "  pp. -*6—̂ 7 .
“ I b i d . ,  p . 50.
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r o y a l t y  o f  th e  r e s u r r e c t io n  m o rn in g . More than  t h i s ,  Jesus was con­
s c io u s  o f  H is k in g s h ip  w h i le  He was s u f f e r i n g :  '’ You say  t h a t  I  an a
k in g .  For t h is  ’was I  b o r n ,  and fo r  t h i s  I  have  come in t o  th e  w o r ld ,  to  
bear w itn e s s  to  th e  t r u t h "  (Jn ( 3 :2 7 ) .  I t  is  p a r t  o f  th e  d u ty  o f  k in g s  
to  e n te r  the  f r o n t  l i n e s  o f  b a t t l e ,  to  s u f f e r ,  p e rha ps  even to  d ie ,  in  
th e  s t r u g g le  fo r  v i c t o r y .  The s a in ts  o f  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  f u l l y  sh a re
t h i s  r o y a l r o le .
S e rv ic e
In  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  th e  s a in ts  a re  c a l le d  s e rv a n ts  ( d o u lo i ) who 
re n d e r  s e rv ic e  ( d ia k o n ia , l a t r e i a ) to  God. S e rv ic e  ( l a t r e i a ) i s
m in is t r y  to  God o f f e r e d  by p e o p le  and p r ie s t s  and th u s  can be seen as a 
p r i e s t l y  f u n c t io n .  ^ I t  w i l l  be shown th a t  s e r v ic e  i s  a ls o  a k in g ly  
f u n c t io n .
Who a re  s e r v a n ts ? The s e rv a n ts  o f  God a re  i d e n t i f i e d  as th e  
p ro p h e ts  (Rev 1 :1 ; 1 0 :7 ; 1 1 :1 8 ) .  th e  1«d,GG0 s e a le d  ( 7 : 3 ) .  -he  m a r ty rs  
( 1 9 :2 ) ,  th ose  who fe a r  God ( 1 9 :5 ) ,  and th e  s a in ts  in  g e n e ra l ( 1 :1 ;
2 :2 0 ; 11:13; 2 2 :2 .  6 ) .  A nge ls  a re  c a l le d  f e l lo w - s e r v a n t s  ( s y n d o u lo i )
(19 : TO; 2 2 :9 ) .  A l l  o f  G o d 's  lo y a l  c r e a t io n  a re  H is  s e r v a n ts .
M ean ing . The word fo r  s e rv a n t  ( d c u lo s ) means s la v e , bondman
(fro m  d eo , b in d ) ,  one in  a pe rm anen t r e la t io n  o f  s e r v i tu d e  to  a n o th e r .
I t s  o p p o s ite  is  lo r d  , m a s te r , o r owner ( k y r i o s . d e s p o te s ) , and i t  c o n ­
t r a s t s  w ith  f r e e  ( e le u t h e r o s ) . '  The s la v e  in  th e  a n c ie n t  -world had no 
r ig h t s  o f  h is  o w n ; h is  m a s te r  c o u ld  do w ith  him  a b s o lu te ly  as he l i k e a .
I b i d . ,  p . 31- “H . S tra th m a n , " L a t r e u f f . "  IDNT ^ :£ C , 52.
"T re n c h , Synonym s o f  NT, p . 20.
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In  th e  eyes o f  th e  law  he was p r o p e r t y ,  a t h in g ,  a l i v i n g  t o o l ,  r a th e r
th a n  a p e rs o n . He had no t im e  he c o u ld  c o n s id e r  h is  own: e v e ry  moment
o f  h is  l i f e  be lon ge d  to  h is  m a s te r .  As a s la v e ,  he was s u b je c t  to  an
a l ie n  w i l l ,  the  w i l l  o f  h is  o w n e r . ’
In th e  d e s p o t ic  m o n a rc h ie s  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  O r ie n t , d o u lo s  came
to  mean th e  s u b je c t  o f  a k in g ,  one who s u b m it te d  to  th e  p o w e r fu l c la im
o f  th e  m onarch . From t h is  usage th e  ’word was adopted in t o  r e l i g io u s
la n g u a g e , th e  r e la t io n s h ip  o f  dependence  and s e rv ic e  in  w h ic h  man
s ta n d s  to  God. In  th e  S e p tu a g in t  th e  word means t o t a l  com m itm ent to
o
th e  G odh ea d ." Here Hebrew and H e l l e n i s t i c  id e a ls  ccme in t o  s h a rp
c o n f l i c t ,  f o r  to  th e  G reeks p e rs o n a l d ig n i t y  was found in  b e in g  f r e e .
They re p u d ia te d  th e  id e a  o f  s la v e r y ,  in  w h ich  one is  s u b je c t  to  th e
a
w i l l  o f  a h ig h e r  p ow e r, and s t r u g g le d  f i e r c e l y  f o r  in d e p e n d e n c e .
In c o n t r a s t  to  th e  G reek id e a l  o f  a u tonom y, th e  B ib le  p re s e n ts  
th e  God-man r e la t io n s h ip  in  te rm s  o f  lo r d  and s la v e .  In  t h i s  r e l a t i o n ­
s h ip  man has r.o r ig h t s  o f  h is  own— God m ust be th e  u n d is p u te d  m a s te r o f  
th e  l i f e . Gne must s u b m it h is  w i l l  to  th e  w i l l  o f  God. A l l  r . is
e n e rg ie s  and t im e  b e lo n g  to  God. S e rv ic e  i s  n o t p a r t i a l ,  b u t  t o t a l . "  
In  th e  A p o c a ly p s e , th e  s la v e s  o f  God s e rv e  Him day and n ig h t  ( 7 :1 5  5; 
th e y  s e rv e  Him to  th e  d e a th  ( 6 :1 1 ;  1 9 :2 ) -  H ow ever, t h e i r  s e r v ic e  i s
v o lu n t a r y  (3 :2 0 5 ,  based upon lo v e  and t r u s t  ( 2 :  *9 ) and the  fe a r  o f  Gcd 
( 1 9 :5 ) .  T h e ir  s e n / ic e  i s  e x p re s s e d  in  w itn e s s  ( 1 : 1 - 3 ) .  p a t ie n t  
e nd u ran ce  ( 2 :1 9 )  and p ra is e  to  God ( * 9 : 5 ) .
B a r c la y ,  The G o spe l o f  M a tth e w , 2 v o ls .  ( P h i la d e lp h ia :  V e s t -  
m i.n s te r  P re ss , '96C5 T:2 5 1 .
" K a r l  H. R e n g s z o r f , " D o u lo s , "  TP NT 2 :2 6 * .  ' I b i d . ,  p .  267.
a ~
r a i d . ,  p p . 2 6 1 -2 6 2 . " B a r c la y ,  M atthew , * :2 5 * -2 5 2 .
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The R e v e ia to r  , l i k e  P a u l, d e p ic ts  tw o s la v e r ie s ,  e v e ry  nan 
b e lo n g in g  to  one o r th e  o th e r .  7nus th e  c h o ic e  i s  n o t betw een free do m  
and s la v e ry  b u t betw een s la v e ry  to  s in  ana s la v e r y  to  r ig h te o u s n e s s  
(Rom 6 :1 6 ) -  B a by lo n  has her s ia v e s — th e  b o d ie s  ( sS m ata ) and s o u ls  
( p s y c h a i ) o f  men— whom she buys fro m  th e  m e rc h a n ts  o f  e a r t h  
(Rev 1 3 :1 3 ) .  G od 's  p e o p le  have been fre e d  from  s la v e r y  [ 1 : 5 ;  h e re  an
a l lu s io n  to  E g y p t ia n  bondage w h ich  became a sym bol o f  s in )  in  o rd e r  to
g iv e  a l le g ia n c e  to  Him ( v .  o ) .  Thus th e  c o n t r a s t  i s  betw een s la v e r y  to  
B abylon  and s in ,  and s la v e r y  to  God and H is  k in g d o m .
Though th e  w ords  m as te r and s la v e  a re  o p p o s ite s ,  Jesus u n i t e s
them in  H im s e lf .  W h ile  He is  Lord o f  lo r d s  ( 1 9 :1 6 ) ,  He i s  a t  th e  same
tim e  th e  " s u f f e r in g  S e rv a n t"  Lamb th a t  was s la in  ( 5 :6 ;  c f .  Is a  5 3 :7 ,
1 1 ) . In h is  g o s p e l,  John shows Jesus to  be th e  Lord  who does th e  w ork
o f  a s la v e  (Jn 13 : 13—1^ ;  c f .  Php 2 :7 ) .  D u r in g  H is  m in i s t r y ,  Jesus
ta u g h t t h a t  to  r u le  is  to  s e r v e :
" .  . . w hoever ‘would be g re a t among you m ust be yo u r s e r v a n t ,  and 
■whoever w ou ld  be f i r s t  among you m ust be yo u r s la v e ; even as th e  
Son o f  man came n o t to  be se rved  b u t to  s e rv e ,  and to  g iv e  h is  l i f e  
as a ransom  fo r  m any" (M t 2 0 :2 5 - 2 3 ) .
The s a in ts  o f  th e  A p o c a ly p s e , l i k e  t h e i r  M a s te r , d e m o n s tra te  th e
r o y a l t y  o f  s e r v ic e .  They a re  s la v e s  and k in g s :  th e y  s e rv e  and r e ig n
.Rev 22 : 3 - ^ ) .  w n ic n  is  to  say , th e y  r e ig n  by s e r v in g .
R ig h te o u s  c h a r a c te r ,  w he ther in  th e  s a in t s ,  a n g e ls ,  o r th e  Son 
at" man H im s e lf ,  i s  re v e a le d  in  s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  s e rv ic e  to  o th e r s ,  in  
a e v o tio n  to  th e  w i l l  o f  Gcd r a th e r  th a n  o f  s e l f ,  and in  th e  e x p e n d itu re  
a f  o n e ’ s t o t a l  l i f e  fo r  the  g lo r y  o f  th e  M a s te r , as in d ic a te d  by th e  
word s la v e  .
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W o rsn ip
W orsh ip  is  th e  s u o l im e s t  e x p re s s io n  o f  r ig h te o u s  c h a r a c te r .  I t  
nay  be c o n s id e re d  a p r i e s t l y  f u n c t io n ,  sh e d d in g  f u r t h e r  l i g h t  on th e  
m eaning o f  th e  p r ie s t - k i . n g  o f f i c e  o f  b e l ie v e r s .  'W orsh ip  i s  n o t o n ly  an 
e x p re s s io n  o f  r ig h te o u s  c n a r a c t e r , o u t a means o f  d e v e lo p in g  r ig h te o u s  
c h a ra c te r  .
W orsh ip  is  a u n iv e r s a l  e x p e r ie n c e  fo r  a l l  i n t e l l i g e n t  b e in g s  
b o th  in  th e  lo y a l  and h o s t i l e  camps o f  c r e a t io n .  Man w i l l  s u r e ly
e x a l t ,  a d m ire , and hono r s o m e th in g . I f  God is  n o t th e  o b je c t  o f  w or­
s h ip ,  then  s e l f  ( 1 3 :7 ) ,  o r  demons o r id o ls  ( 9 : 2 0 ) ,  o r  f a ls e  r e l i g i o n  
( 1 3 : 3 ) ,  o r m a te r ia l  t h in g s  0 8 : 1 1 - 1 4 )  w i l l  ta k e  H is  p la c e  in  the  
a f f e c t io n s .  The lo y a l  u n iv e rs e  f in d s  m eaning fo r  e x is te n c e  in  th e  
w o rs h ip  o f  God.
Who w o rs h ip ? Though many g ro up s  c f  w o rs h ip e rs  a re  m en tion ed  in  
th e  A p o c a ly p s e , a l l  a re  found  in  c h a p te r  5 where th e  fo u r  l i v i n g  c re a ­
tu re s  le a d  o u t in  w o rs h ip ,  jo in e d  by th e  tw e n ty - fo u r  e ld e r s  ( 4 :8 - 1 1 ;  
5 : 3 ) ,  th e  ch o ru s  s w e l l in g  as m y r ia d s  o f  a n g e ls  jo in  in  a s c r ib in g  p ra is e  
to  th e  Lamb ( 5 : 1 1 ) .  f i n a l l y  e c h o in g  to  the  f a r t h e s t  re a c h e s  o f  th e  
u n iv e rs e  as a i l  c re a te d  b e in g s  in  heaven and on e a r th  s w e l l  th e  anthem 
( v .  1 3 ). The s a in ts  who a re  redeemed from  e a r th  p ra is e  God, b o th  the  
144,000 (1 4 :1 -3 ;  1 5 :2 -3 )  and th e  g re a t  m u l t i t u d e  ( 7 : 9 - 1 0 ) .  E v i l  men
and a n g e ls  ’w i l l  a ls o  w o rs h ip  God ( 1 5 : J ) .  fo r  the  c r e a tu r e s  "u n d e r the  
e a r th  and in  the  sea" a re  dem onic ' '9:1 —5: 1 3 :1 ) -
Mcde o f  w o r s h ip . Tr.e e x p re s s io n s  o f  w o rs h ip  in c lu d e  s in g in g  
( 4 :8 ;  5 :9 ; 1 4 :3 ; '5 : 3 ) .  som etim es w i th  m u s ic a i in s t r u m e n ts  ( 5 :3 ;  '4 : 2 ;  
1 5 :2 ) ,  and c r y in g  o u t 'w ith  a lo u d  v o ic e  ( 5 :1 2 ;  19: * - o ) .  The w o rs h ip e rs
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f r e q u e n t ly  f a l l  down b e fo re  Cod on t h e i r  fa c e s  i 1: *7 ; 10: 5 :8 ,  " 4 ;
~ : H ;  '1 :1 6 :  1 9 : 4 ) ,  and c3S t t h e i r  c ro w n s  b e fo re  th e  th ro n e  ( - :  1 0 ) . At 
the  in g a th e r in g  o f  e a r t h 's  h a r v e s t ,  th e  a n t i t y p i c a i  fe a s t  o f  ta b e r ­
n a c le s ,  th e y  wave palm b ra n ch e s  ( 7 : 9 '  c f .  le v  23: **0). Som etim es th e
c r ie s  and s in g in g  are  a n t ip h o n a l (Rev 4 :9 - 1 1 ;  1 6 :5 -7 ; 1 9 :1 - 8 ) .  The
w o rs h ip  is  f i l l e d  w ith  r e jo i c in g  ( 1 2 :1 2 ;  1 3 :2 0 ; 1 9 :7 ) .
W o rs h ip  i s  a c o n t in u a l a c t i v i t y :  th e  fo u r  l i v i n g  c r e a tu r e s
"day  and n ig h t  n e v e r cease to  s in g "  ( 4 : 3 ) ;  th e  144,000 a re  " b e fo r e  th e  
th ro n e  o f  God, and s e rve  him day and n ig h t  w i t h in  h is  te m p le "  ( 7 : 1 5 ) ;  
"he  who c o n q u e rs "  w i l l  be "a  p i l l a r  in  th e  te m p le  o f  my God; n eve r
s h a l l  he go o u t o f  i t "  ( 3 :1 2 ) .  "H e a v e n ly  w e l l - b e in g  is  c o n c e iv e d  as a
c o n t in u a l  l i t u r g y .  I t  w i l l  pass i t s e l f  in  a w o rs h ip  s e r v ic e  w i th o u t
e n d . " '  T he re  can be no t ru e  l i f e  w i th o u t  p r a is e .  Pr a is e  o f  God is  3 
o
way o f  l i f e . -
Reasons f o r  w o r s h ip . The o c c a s io n s  and rea son s  f o r  w o rs h ip in g
God a re  c l e a r l y  s e t f o r t h  in  th e  e ig h t  d o x o lo g ie s  o f  th e  A p o c a ly p s e . '
These d o x o lo g ie s  a s s ig n  p ro g re s s iv e  re a s o n s  fo r  a d o r in g  God. w h ich
u n fo ld  as th e  d iv in e  p la n  fo r  t h i s  w o r ld  u n fo ld s .
The f i r s t  d o x o lo g y , th o u g h  b r i e f ,  c o n ta in s  p ro fo u n d  t r u t h s :
" H o ly ,  h o ly ,  h o ly ,  i s  th e  Lord  'God A lm ig h ty ,  
who was and is  and is  to  com e !" ( 4 : 8 ) .
Here God i s  in t ro d u c e d  as th e  F i r s t  Cause o f  th e  'u n iv e rs e , r a th e r  th an
F e u i l l e t , "L as  C h re t ie n s  P r i t r e s , "  p . 59-
“ C laus  Westerman , The P ra is e  o f  God in  th e  Psalm s (P .ichm ond: 
Cohn Xnox P re s s , T 961 ) ,  p . 159-
"F o r f u r t h e r  t re a tm e n t o f  th e  d o x o lo g ie s  in  the  A p o c a ly p s e  see 
P.aiph I . M e a l l 's  re s e a rc h  p a p e r , "T he  V in d ic a t io n  o f  God in  D a n ie l and 
P .e v e ia t io n "  (May *976 ) ,  pp . 2 8 -4 3 , in  th e  H e r ita g e  Room, Carnes w h ite  
L ib r a r y ,  Andrews U n iv e r s i t y ,  H e r r ie n  S p r in g s ,  M ic h .
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im p e rs o n a l m a t t e r ,  b l in d  chance , or b ru te  f o r c e .  The ‘Tod who founded
th e  n a tu r a l  and m o ra l o rd e r  is  h o i ’/ ,  n o t h o s t i l e  o r  e v i l :  th e  u n i ­
v e rs e ,  and t h i s  w o r ld  in  p a r t i c u la r ,  i s  s u b je c t  to  a m o ra l o rd e r  based 
an th e  h o l in e s s  o f  God. God is  a lm ig h ty :  He i s  L o rd . He has u l t im a t e
power and c o n t r o l  and has n o t been u su rp e d  by a s t ro n g e r  p o w e r, 
fu r th e rm o r e .  He is  c o n s ta n t  and d e p e n d a b le — n o t  c a p r ic io u s — th ro u g h o u t 
th e  e t e r n i t i e s  o f  p a s t and fu tu re  and th e  p o in t  c a l le d  now. The e t e r ­
n a l e x is te n c e  o f  th e  h o ly  God is  th e  f i r s t  re a s o n  fo r  w o rs h ip .
The second d o x o lo g y  p ra is e s  God fo r  c r e a t i o n :
"W o rth y  a r t  th o u ,  o u r  Lord  and God, 
to  r e c e iv e  g lo r y  and honor and p ow er, 
fo r  th o u  d id s t  c re a te  a l l  t h in g s ,
and by th y  w i l l  th e y  e x is te d  and were c r e a te d "  Cv. ’ 1 ) .
C re a t io n  p la c e s  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t  u n iv e rs e  unde r o b l ig a t io n  to  th a n k
th e  'C rea to r ( v .  9 ) .  to  whom e v e ry  c r e a tu r e  owes e x is te n c e .  Each i s  n o t
o n ly  t o t a l l y  o D l ig a te d  to  God, b u t t o t a l l y  d e p e n d e n t upon God fo r  each
s u c c e s s iv e  b re a th  and h e a r tb e a t .  The w o rs h ip  o f  God as C re a to r  p r e -
♦
v e n ts  m ankind  f r c o  s e e k in g  th e  d ig n i t y  o f  man in  h im s e l f .  7ne p u rp o s e
fo r  m an 's c r e a t io n  was to  image the  C re a to r  ( Gen 1 :2 7 ) .  I t  i s  th ro u g h
th e  w o rs h ip  o f  th e  C re a to r  th a t  th e  d iv in e  c h a r a c te r  i s  m ir ro re d  in  th e
c r e a tu r e :  by  b e h o ld in g  th e  g lo r y  o f  th e  L o rd ,  he is  changed from  one
degree  o f  g lo r y  to  a n o th e r  (2  Cor 5 :1 8 ; 3ev 2 2 :4 ) .
Tne t h i r d  d o x o lo g y  p ro g re s s e s  to  th e  them e c f  s a lv a t io n :
"W o rth y  a re  th o u  to  ta k e  the  s c r o l l  and to  open i t s  s e a ls ,  
fo r  th ou  w ast s la in  and by th y  b lo o d  d id s t  ransom  men fo r  God 
from  e v e ry  t r i b e  and tongue and p e o p le  and n a t io n ,
3nd h a s t made them a kingdom  and p r ie s t s  to  our Cod
and th e y  s h a l l  r e ig n  on e a r th "  ( 5 : 9 - 1 0 ) .
T h is  d o x o lo g y  p la c e s  man under d o u b le  o b l ig a t io n  to  w o rs h ip :  ne
L a R o n d e lle ,  P e r fe c t io n ,  p . ’ 4 .
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c e lo n g s  to  God r.o t o n ly  ay c r e a t io n  b u t by re d e m p t io n .  He is  n o t h is  
own : ne has been b o u g h t w i th  a p r ic e  ( I  Cor 6 :2 0 ) .  The f ig u r e  o f  r a n ­
som in t ro d u c e s  th e  id e a  o f  lo s s  'k id n a p in g )  and r e t r i e v a l ,  o f  s in  and 
s a lv a t io n .  The Lord  o f  lo r d s  ;Rev T9:16) a pp ea rs  as a lamb th a t  was 
s la in  to  ransom  a l o s t  -world by H is  b lo o d .  7ne i n f i n i t e  s a c r i f i c e  
c a l l s  f o r t h  th e  a d o ra t io n  n o t o n ly  o f  th e  ones redeem ed (3 :1 3 )  o f  
th e  whole u n fa l le n  u n iv e r s e  ( v .  11) who see th a t  t h e i r  L o rd  is  a lo v ­
in g ,  s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  L o rd . The s a c r i f i c e  e f f e c t s  n o t o n ly  re c o v e ry  o f  
what was l o s t ,  b u t th e  e x a l t a t io n  o f  man to  th e  le v e l  o f  k in g s  and
p r ie s t s  ( v .  1 0 ).
The fo u r th  d o x o lo g y  re c o g n iz e s  s a lv a t io n  as a g i f t  o f  F a th e r
and Son ( 7 :1 0 ) — God m a k in g  th e  i n f i n i t e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  H is  Son, and th e  
Son m aking th e  i n f i n i t e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  H is  l i f e .
The f o l l o w in g  t h r e e  d o x o lo g ie s  ( 1 1 : 1 7 - 1 8 :  1 5 :3  —a i 1 9 :1 - 3 )  
p ra is e  God fo r  H is  ju d g m e n ts . D u rin g  the  p e r io d  re p re s e n te d  by th e
t h i r d  and fo u r th  d o x o lo g ie s ,  God a ppea rs  to  be weak in  H is  h a n d lin g  o f  
s i n .  He has p e rm it te d  th e  powers o f  e v i l  to  conque r th e  s a in ts  ( 1 3 : 7 ) .  
In the  f i f t h  d o x o lo g y  A lm ig h ty  God. who has appeared  to  be weak because 
o f  th e  tr iu m p h  o f  H is  e n e m ie s , ta k e s  H is  power and b e g in s  to  r e ig n
(1 1 :1 7 ) oy ju d g in g  and re w a rd in g  good and e v i l  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e i r  
d e s e r ts  ( v .  1 8 ). H is  a c ts  o f  judgm ent a re  re g a rd e d  as g re a t  and -won­
d e r f u l ,  j u s t  and t r u e ,  by th e  p e rs e c u te d  s a in ts  ( 1 5 :3 —J ) .  because i t  i s  
b y  judgm ent on t h e i r  enem ies t h a t  th e  s a in ts  a re  d e l iv e r e d  ( w . 2 -3 , an 
a l lu s io n  to  I s r a e l 's  d e l iv e r a n c e  from  th e  E g y p t ia n s ) .  G od 's jud gm e n ts  
a re  f a i r  in  th a t  th e  p u n is h m e n t f i t s  th e  c r im e  ( 1 6 : 5 - 7 ) .  7ne h a r lo t  is  
judged  fo r  her f o r n i c a t i o n  and he r p e rs e c u t io n  o f  th e  s a in t s  -.19 :25 .
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Judgment on th e  w icked  is  th e  r e v e la t io n  o f  G od 's  s a lv a t io n ,  g lo r y ,  3na 
power v v .  ' - 2 ) .
The f i n a l  d o x o lo g y  in  c l im a c t i c  s h o o ts  p ra is e s  God th a t  He now
s u p re m e ly  r e ig n s  :
" H a l le lu ja h !  For the  Lord  o u r God th e  A lm ig h ty  r e ig n s .
Let us r e jo ic e  and e x u l t  and g iv e  h im  th e  g lo r y ,
f o r  th e  m a rr ia g e  o f  th e  Lamb has com e,
and h is  B r id e  has made h e r s e l f  r e a d y ;
i t  -was g ra n te d  her to  be c lo th e d  w ith  f in e  l i n e n ,  b r ig h t  and p u re " 
—  fo r  th e  f in e  l in e n  i s  th e  r ig h t e o u s  deeds o f  th e  s a in t s  (1 0 *6 —3 ) .
The e v id e n c e  t h a t  He now s u p re m e ly  r e ig n s  is  t h a t  H is  s o v e r e ig n ty  i s  no
lo n g e r  c o n te s te d :  th e  h a r lo t  has been d e s tro y e d  ( v .  2) and th e  B r id e
is  now c o m p le te ly  one w ith  H im . T he re  is  now com p le te  harm ony in  th e
u n iv e r s e :  n o t o n ly  has th e  r e b e l l i o n  o f  th e  h o s t i l e  w o r ld  been
d e s tro y e d  , b u t a l l  s in  in  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  s a in ts  has been -washed
away. Wi t h  th e  g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  c h u rc h ,  a l l  th e  h o s t i l i t y  o f  th e
s i n f u l  n a tu re  is  d e s tro y e d .  Here th e  B r id e  has a r ig h te o u s  c h a r a c te r ,
b o th  im p u ted  and im p a r te d :  th e  f i n e  l i n e n ,  b r ig h t  and p u re , t h a t  cs
g iv e n  to  her ( e d o th e  a u te ) r .o t o n ly  c o v e rs ,  b u t p u r i f i e s ,  so t h a t  her
deeds a re  a ls o  r ig h te o u s  ( v .  3 ) .  The d iv in e  Husband i s  now s o v e re ig n
o ve r H is  B T id e . For th e  f i r s t  t im e  s in c e  th e  F a i l , God is  c o m p le te ly
s o v e re ig n  o v e r H is  p e o p le .
The s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  w o r s h ip . The p r a is e  o f  God in  th e  
A p o c a ly p s e  r e v e a ls  th e  d o m in a n t t r a i t  o f  r ig h te o u s  c h a r a c te r — th e o -  
o e n t r is m ,  th e  e x a l t a t io n  o f  God r a th e r  than  s e l f .  H ig h te o u s  c h a ra c te r
i s  m arked by an e x a lte d  v ie w  o f  God and a hum ble v ie w  o f  s e l f .  C h r is t
i s  seen as w o rth y  '5 : 9 .  *2 ) and s e l f  as u n w o r th y . The a p o s t le  John
re a c te d  as d id  o th e r  p ro p r.e ts  who f e l t  undone , u n c le a n , w eak, and s in ­
f u l  in  th e  p re sen ce  o f  God ' I s a  5 : 5 :  Gan : 0 :3 - 9 ;  Lk 5 :3 ) :  he f e l l  a t
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H is  fe e t  a3 th o u g h  dead ,Rev * : 1 7 ) .  even u n fa l le n  b e in g s , who have no 
s in f u l  n a tu re  to  shame them in  God's p re s e n c e , f a l l  a t H is  fe e t  in  
humble a d o ra t io n  ( 5 : 3 ;  7 : 1 * ) .
In  t h e i r  w o r s h ip ,  th e  lo y a l  c r e a t io n  a s c r ib e  a l l  g lo r y  to  God:
'•To [G od ] be g lo r y  and d om in ion  fo r  e v e r  and e v e r "  ( 1 : 6 ) .
"W o rth y  i s  th e  Lamb who was s l a i n , to  r e c e iv e  power and w e a lth  and 
wisdom and m ig h t  and honor and g lo r y  and b le s s in g ! "  ( 5 :1 2 ) .
"To h im  who s i t s  upon th e  th ro n e  and to  th e  Lamb be o le s s in g  and
honor and g lo r y  and m ig h t fo r  e ve r and e v e r ! "  ( v .  1 3 ).
From th e s e  a s c r ip t io n s  o f  p ra is e  to  G od , s e v e ra l c o n c lu s io n s
can be drawn :
1. 7ne w o rs h ip e r  a ckno w le dg e r God as th e  p ossesso r and so u rce  
o f  g lo r y  and pow er ( 1 :6 ;  5 :1 3 ; 19*. D .
2 . God n o t o n ly  has g lo r y ,  b u t He r e c e iv e s  i t  ( 4 :1 1 ;  5 :1 2 )
th ro u g h  th e  w o rs h ip  o f  H is  c r e a tu r e s .  T h is  means th a t  th e  w o rs h ip e rs
g iv e  t h e i r  p o w e r, w e a l th ,  w isdom , and uc igh t to  God ( 4 :9 ;  1 1 :1 3 ; 1 4 :7 ) .
3. The w o rs h ip e rs  co u ld  n o t g iv e  power and g lo r y  to  'God u n le s s  
th e y  had re c e iv e d  i t  from  H im . Human power is  n o t i n t r i n s i c  b u t 
c e r iv e d  from  one o f  tw o s o u rc e s , S a tan  (1 3 :2 )  o r  God. Man re c e iv e d
g lo r y  and honor (Ps 3 :5 - 6 )  by b e in g  c re a te d  in  th e  image o f  God 
(Gen 1 :2 7 ) .  The "k in g d o m , pow er, and g lo r y "  t h a t  b e lon g  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  
to  God (M t 5 :1 3 )  h ave  been c o n fe r re d  upon men (Dan 2 :3 7 ) .
7r.e w o rs h ip e rs  o f  the  A p o c a ly p s e  d e m o n s tra te  th a t  th e  p ow e r,
w e a lth ,  -wisdom, h o n c r , and g lc r y  t h a t  th e y  have re c e iv e d  from  God a re
to  be - e tu r r .e d  to  God. They c a s t t h e i r  c ro w n s , emblems o f  t h e i r  v i c ­
t o r y ,  p o w e r, and d o m in io n ,  a t  H is  fe e t  ( 4 : 1 0 ) .  K in gs  and n a t io n s  o r in g  
t h e i r  g lo r y  and h o n o r to  Him (2 1 :2 4 , 2 6 ) .
How can th e  c re a tu re  g iv e  a n y th in g  to  God. who a lre a d y  has
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e v e r r : r . in g ?  In  . r .a :  ra y  can r.e r e tu r n  g lo r y  to  God? (1 )  By a c kt.o w l-
e c g in g  Goo as th e  so u rce  o f  g lo r y ,  and th u s  n o t ta k in g  i t  as b e lo n g in g
to  h im s e l f .  "To Him be g lo r y ! "  means th a t  one does n o t  g l o r i f y  h im ­
s e l f .  [ 2)  By u s in g  a i l  o n e 's  " g l o r y " — t a le n t ,  p ow er, w e a l th ,  w isdom —  
to  e x a l t  God. The w o rs h ip e r  a s c r ib e s  suprem e 'w orth to  God ( "He is  
w o r t h y ! " ) ,  s e e k in g  G od 's  g lo r y  r a th e r  than  h is  own. He sees h is  l i f e  
as h a v in g  v a lu e  to  God; he sees t h a t  he can b r in g  g lo r y  to  God by th e  
t o t a l  d e d ic a t io n  o f  h is  e n e rg ie s ,  p ow e rs , and a b i l i t i e s  to  God. H is
l i g h t  s h in e s  to  g l o r i f y  God (M t 5 : 1 6 ) . 3 ) 3y g iv in g  God d o m in io n  in
h is  l i f e .  "To  Him be g lo r y  and d o m in io n "  means to  r e t u r n  to  God th e  
d o m in io n  'usurped by Satan and s e l f :  i t  is  to  make Him Lord  and M aster
o f  th e  l i f e .
T h is  i s  th e  w o rs h ip  t h a t  s i n f u l  man re fu s e s  to  a c c o rd  to  Cod. 
E v i l  c h a ra c te r  i s  m arked by th e  d e s ire  to  g a in  and r e t a in  pow er,
w e a lth ,  w isdom , m ig h t ,  h o n o r ,  and g lo r y  f o r  o n e s e l f  a p a r t  from  God.
Tor th e s e  man s t r u g g le s  and f i g h t s  and d ie s .  E x a l t in g  is  such a p a r t
o f  human e x is te n c e  th a t  'when man ceases to  e x a i t  God, he e x a l t s  h im s e lf
in s te a d ' (Rev 1 8 :7 ) and w o rs h ip s  th e  w orks o f  h is  own hands ( 9 :2 0 ) .  He
v a lu e s  th e  w e a lth  and power God g iv e s  more th an  th e  God 'who gave them . 
The g re a t  la m e n t o f  th e  w o r ld  o ve r th e  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  B a b y lo n  (1 8 :9 -1 9 )  
is  th e  c r y  c f  a l l  who have fa ls e  v a lu e s ,  who lo v e  th e  g i f t  a p a r t  from  
th e  G iv e r , and th u s  lo s e  b o th .
As t r u e  w o rs h ip e rs  p la c e  suprem e v a lu e  in  God, g iv in g  a l l  t h e i r  
powers to  nor.o r H im , and n o t lo v in g  t h e i r  l i v e s  even u n to  c e a th
.1 2 :1 1 ) ,  th e y  a re  o n ly  re s p o n d in g  to  th e  exam ple  o f  G h r is t  , who p laced
i n f i n i t e  v a lu e  upon m a n k in d , as re v e a le d  by th e  ransom  p r ic e  o f  H is
W esterm an , P ra is e  o f  G od, p . 160.
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o lo c d  . 3 : 9 ) .  He la id  down p o w e r, w e a lth ,  w isdom , h o n o r ,  ana g lo r y  in  
'.he n u m i i ia t io n  o f  th e  in c a r n a t io n — th e  u n c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  th e  womb and 
th e  tomb— to  l i f t  up th e  f a l le n  r a c e .  As th e  g lo r y  o f  s i n f u l  man is
the  e x a l t a t io n  o f  s e l f ,  J e s u s ' g lo r y  was th e  r e n u n c ia t io n  o f  s e l f .
Jesus re g a rd e d  the  h o u r o f  d e a th  as th e  hour o f  g lo r y  (.Jn 1 2 :2 3 : 1 7 :1 ) .  
H is  g lo r y  was the  abandonm ent o f  g lo r y !  The v a s t  c r e a t io n  c o n c u rs : i t
is  because th e  Lamb was s la in  th a t  th e y  in u n d a te  Him w ith  p ra is e
(Rev 5 :1 2 ) .  3ecause He p la c e d  i n f i n i t e  v a lu e  upon m a n k in d , th e  
redeemed p la c e  suprem e v a lu e  upon H im . When th e y  see G o d 's  v a lu in g  o f  
th e m s e lv e s , in  b o th  c r e a t io n  and re d e m p t io n , th e y  re s p o n d  by th e  t o t a l  
d e d ic a t io n  o f  a l l  t h e i r  pow ers to  H im . T h is  is  th e  m ean ing  o f  w o rs h ip .  
T h is  is  the  supreme e x p re s s io n  o f  r ig h te o u s  c h a r a c te r .
The e f f e c t s  o f  w o rs h ip  on th e  w o r s h ip e r . By e x a l t in g  God, th e
w o rs h ip e r  is  e x a lte d .  By c o n s ta n t ly  b e h o ld in g  th e  fa c e  o f  God, h is
c h a ra c te r  ta k e s  on a l ik e n e s s  o f  God ( 2 2 :« ) .  A c o n t in u a l  c y c le  o f
g l o r i f i c a t i o n  d e v e lo p s  in  w h ich  God bes tow s g lo r y  on th e  c re a tu re  3nd 
th e  c r e a tu r e  r e tu r n s  g lo r y  to  God. fe te  th e  e x a l t a t i o n  o f  th e  s a in t s : 
th e y  sh a re  H is  r u l e ,  d o m in io n , and power .2 :2 6 -2 7 ;  3 :1 C ; 2 2 :5 ) .  Those 
who c a s t t h e i r  crow ns b e fo re  th e  th ro n e  o f  God (H : 1C) a re  l i f t e d  up to  
s i t  w i th  Him on i t  ( 3 : 2 1 ) .
P ra y e r
The p ra y e rs  o f  th e  s a in ts  a re  m e n tio n e d  tw ic e  in  th e  A poca lypse  
. 3 : 8 : 8 : 3 ) .  3r.d th e  c o n te n t  o f  th e  p ra y e rs  o n c e . 7r.e p ra y e r o f  th e
m a r ty rs  is  so p o w e r fu l t h a t  seme com m en ta to rs  see p ra y e r  as a K in g ly
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f u n c t io n ,  a m ethod by w hich  s a in ts  now r u le  on e a r th .  P ra y e r can a ls o  
be seen as a p r i e s t l y  f u n c t io n .
The s c u is  o f  the  m a r ty rs  u n d e r th e  a l t a r  c r y  o u t - n th  a lo u d
v o ic e  :
"C  S o v e re ig n  l o r d ,  h o ly  and t r u e ,  how lo n g  b e fo re  th o u  w i l t  ju d g e  
and avenge  o u r  b lood  on th o se  who d w e l l  upon th e  e a r th ? "  ( 5 : TO) .
T h is  p ra y e r  is  e f f ic a c io u s  in  b r in g in g  jud gm e n ts  upon th e  p e rs e c u to rs
o f  th e  s a in t s .  The c ry  from  under th e  a l t a r  i s  e v e n tu a l ly  answ ered  by
th e  c r y  o f  th e  a l t a r  i t s e l f :  "Men have  shed the  b lo o d  o f  s a in t s  and
p ro p h e ts ,  and th o u  h a s t g iv e n  them b lo o d  to  d r in k .  I t  i s  t h e i r  d u e l ”
( 1 6 : a _ 7  ) .
The c o n n e c t io n  o f  th e  p ra y e rs  o f  th e  s a in ts  w ith  ju d g m e n ts  is  
a ls o  seen i n  3 : 3- 5 , where th e  a n g e l who re c e iv e s  t h e i r  p ra y e rs  a t  th e  
a l t a r  ta k e s  f i r e  from  the  a l t a r  and th ro w s  i t  upon th e  e a r t h ,  r e s u l t i n g  
in  th e  t ru m p e t ju d g m e n ts . The a l t a r  t h a t  re c e iv e s  t h e i r  p ra y e rs  
becomes th e  s o u rc e  from  w h ich  ju d g m e n ts  a re  poured o u t upon th e  ’w icked  
in  answer to  th o s e  p ra y e rs  ( c f .  9 :1 3 —'5 ;  1 ^ :1 3 -1 9 . as i n  3 :3 -5  and
' 6 : a- 7  a b o v e ) .  The p ra y e rs  o f  th e  s a in t s  a re  so p o w e r fu l t h a t  th e y  may 
be seen as j u s t i f i c a t i o n  fo r  th e  ju d g m e n ts  o f  th e  s i x t h  s e a l ,  th e  
t r u m p e ts ,  th e  p la g u e s , and the  w ine  p re s s  o f  th e  w ra th  o f  3 o d .
P ra y e rs  f o r  vengeance a pp ea r to  c o n t r a d ic t  J e s u s ' a d m o n it io n :  
" lo v e  you r enem ies and p ra y  fo r  th o s e  who p e rs e c u te  yo u " '.Mt 5 : ua )
thou gh  Jesus u p h e ld  th e  p ra y e r  f o r  vengeance in  n is  p a ra b le  o f  th e  
u n ju s t  ju d g e :  "And w i l l  n o t Ted v in d ic a t e  (AV, avenge) h is  e l e c t ,  who
c ry  to  h im  o ay  and n ig h t?  . . .  I  t e l l  yo u . he w i l l  v in d ic a t e  them 
s p e e d i ly "  r Lk  ’ 8 : 6 - 7 ) .  Im p re c a t io n  is  n o t a m o ra l p ro b le m  as lo n g  as
F e u i l l e t , "Les  C h re t ie n s  ? r ? t r e s , "  p . 33; R is s i  , "K arygm a  c f
R e v e la t io n , "  ? .  ’ a ­
Reproduced with permission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout permission.
‘ 31
i t  r e s ts  e n t i r e l y  upon G oa 's  o m n is c ie n c e  and r ig h te o u s n e s s  and n o t upon 
numan im p u ls e . Paul a cm o n ish e d , "B e lo v e d , n e v e r avenge y o u rs e lv e s ,  
b u t le a v e  i t  to  th e  w ra th  o f  God; f o r  i t  is  w r i t t e n ,  'V engeance  is  
m in e , 1 w i l l  -e p a y ,  says th e  L o r d '"  (Rom 1 2 :1 9 ) .  F u r th e rm o re , i t  m ust 
be re c o g n iz e d  th a t  th e  m a r ty rs  o f  Rev 5 :1 0  do n o t c o n s c io u s ly  ask fo r  
ve ngeance , s in c e  th e y  a re  dead (see  p . 5 9 ) .  I t  i s  th e  fa c t  o f  
i n j u s t i c e  t h a t  demands v in d ic a t io n — t h e i r  b lo o d ,  as th e  b lo o d  o f  A b e l,  
c r y in g  o u t f o r  j u s t i c e  ( c f .  Gen U ; iu ) .  H ence, th e  m o r a l i t y  o f  im p re c a ­
t io n  is  n o t a p ro b le m  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e .
Summary: R ig h te o u s  C h a ra c te r  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e
R ig h te o u s  c h a ra c te r  in  th e  A p o ca lyp se  i s  d e s c r ib e d  p r im a r i l y  in  
te rm s o f  r e la t io n s h ip  to  God. The q u a l i t i e s  em phasized a re  l o y a l t y  
th ro u g h  s u f f e r in g  (shown by p a t ie n t  e n d u ra n c e ) ,  lo v e ,  f e a r ,  f a i t h ,  
h o l in e s s ,  and r ig h te o u s n e s s ,  e xp re sse d  in  s e r v ic e ,  o b e d ie n c e , p ra y e r ,
and ’w o rs h ip — a l l  d ir e c te d  to  God. T h is  v e r t i c a l  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  God 
in v e s ts  th e  w o rs h ip e rs  w i th  a u t h o r i t y  as p r ie s t - k in g s  to  th e  w o r ld ,
w h ich  means t h a t  th e y  have a p ro p h e t ic  m is s io n  to  w itn e s s ,  te a c h ,  and
p ro c la im  th e  " e v e r la s t in g  g o s p e l"  ( a ls o  c a l le d  " th e  word o f  God and th e
te s t im o n y  o f  J e s u s " )  to  a l l  n a t io n s .  Thus r ig h te o u s n e s s  in  i t s  
v e r t i c a l  d im e n s io n  is  th e  w c rs h ip  o f  God and in  i t s  h o r iz o n ta l  d im en­
s io n  is  -w itn ess  to  th e  w o r ld .
The D eve lopm en t o f  R ig h te o u s  C h a ra c te r  
R ig h te o u s  c h a ra c te r  i s  p o r tra y e o  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  as a l i f e  
t o t a l l y  o r ie n te d  to  God in  w c rs h ip ,  s e r v ic e ,  lo v e ,  ana f a i t h f u ln e s s  to  
th e  p o in t  o f  d y in g .  The q u e s t io n  a r is e s .  How can such c h a ra c te r  be
Thom as, " Im p re c a to r y  r h a y e r s , "  p . "30 .
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p roduced?  '/(hat does th e  A p o ca lyp se  have to  say a b o u t th e  deve lopm ent 
o f  r ig h te o u s  c h a ra c te r?  M o t iv a t io n  is  a key to  b e h a v io r  and w i l l  be 
d is c u s s e d  f i r s t  , fo l lo w e d  b y  a c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  th e  means o f  c h a ra c te r  
d e v e lo p m e n t.
M o t iv a t io n  in  C h a ra c te r D eve lopm ent
M o t iv a t io n  to  r i g h t  l i v i n g  in  th e  A p o ca lyp se  c e n te rs  in  a Per­
son r a th e r  than  an id e a l  o r p r i n c i p l e .  In c e n t iv e s  d e r iv e  from  th e  jo y s  
o f  a p o s i t iv e  r e la t io n s h ip  to  God and the  h o r r o r s  o f  a n e g a t iv e  r e la ­
t io n s h ip  to  h im . C o m p lia n ce  to  law  is  n o t m o t iv a te d  by d e s ire  fo r
harmony w ith  th e  s o c ia l  o rd e r  b u t  r a th e r  from  l o y a l t y  to  th e  Person o f
God and C h r is t  (Rev 1 2 :1 7 ; m : 1 2 ) .  The f r e q u e n t  p ro m is e s  o f  rew ard  o r
pun ishm en t c o u ld  c o n c e iv a b ly  a p p e a l to  s e l f - i n t e r e s t — th e  d e s ire  to
g a in  l i f e  and a v o id  d e a th — b u t t h i s  m o t iv a t io n  is  m o d if ie d  by demands 
fo r  t o t a l  l o y a l t y  to  God to  th e  p o in t  o f  ex tre m e  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e .
In c e n t iv e s  to  r ig h te o u s n e s s
The in c e n t iv e s  to  r ig h te o u s  l i v i n g  a re  p re s e n te d  as p rom ises  to  
th o s e  who "c o n q u e r"  ' e . g . ,  2 :7 ,  *1 ; 2 1 :7 ) .  These p ro m is e s  re a ch  u l t i ­
mate f u l f i l l m e n t  in  th e  fu tu r e  l i f e ,  b u t have a p re s e n t s p i r i t u a l  
r e a l i  z a t io n .
The g re a te s t  re w a rd  God o f f e r s  m ankind  is  th e  co ve n a n t r e la ­
t io n s h ip  w ith  H im s e lf :  " I  w i l l  be h is  God and he s n a i l  be my s e n "
'.2 1 :7 ; c f .  Ezek 2 7 :2 7 : le v  2 6 :1 2 ) .  T n is  goes beyond m an 's  o r i g i n a l
fa c e - to - fa c e  r e la t io n s h ip  to  God: God H im s e lf  w i l l  come to  l i v e  on
e a r th  w ith  H is  human f a m i ly ,  e s ta b l is h in g  H is  d w e l l in g  w ith  men 
.Rev 2 1 : ] ) .  H um an ity  w i l l  once a g a in  e n te r  th e  im m e d ia te  p resence  o f  
God r.o lo n g e r  n e e d in g  s h e l t e r  from  H is  p re s e n c e : r a t h e r .  He w i l l
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s n e i t e r  them w ith  H is  p resence  ' . 7 ' ‘'■5). The c lo s e  r e la t io n s n ip  o f  Tod 
{o r  C h r is t )  to  H is peop le  is  d e s c r ib e d  in  te rm s  o f  Shepherd and sheep
(7 : 17: , Croom and b r id e  ( 1 9 :7 - 3 ) .
But t h i s  c lo s e  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  Cod, w h ich  f in d s  u l t im a te  
f u l f i l l m e n t  in  th e  f u tu r e ,  a ls o  e n te rs  th e  p re s e n t .  Anyone who opens
th e  coo r to  C h r is t  may e n jo y  c lo s e  fe l lo w s h ip  w ith  Him now ( 3 :2 0 ) ,  
fe e d in g  on th e  "h id d e n  manna" ( 2 :1 7 )  w h ich  is  H im s e lf  (Jn  6 :3 2 -3 5 ) .  
Today th e  Shepherd le a d s  H is  sheep to  th e  s t i l l  w a te rs  (?s  2 3 :2 ;  c f .  
Rev 7 :1 7 ) ;  to d a y  th e  d iv in e  Husband s ta n d s  w i t h  H is  b r id e  on Mount Z io n  
C1 « :  D .
To e x p e r ie n c e  t h is  c lo s e  p e rs o n a l r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  God is  th e  
g re a te s t  in c e n t iv e  to  r ig h te o u s n e s s  o f fe r e d  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e .
A long  -w ith the  g i f t  o f  H im s e lf  comes th e  g i f t  o f  l i f e ,  s in c e  
Cod is  th e  " l i v i n g  one" ( 1 :1 3 ;  7 : 2 ) ,  th e  S ource  o f  a l l  l i f e  (1 1 :1 1 )  
w h ic h  f lo w s  fro m  Him l i k e  a r i v e r  ( 2 2 :1 ) ;  He is  a ls o  th e  C onquero r o f  
d e a th  ( 1 :5 ,  13; 2 : 3 ) .  L i f e  in  th e  Jo h a n n in e  l i t e r a t u r e  means a new
q u a l i t y  o f  e x is te n c e :  th e  p re sen ce  o f  th e  d iv in e  'w ith  th e  human
1 Jn 3 :1 2 ) .  In R e v e la t io n , l i f e  i s  re p re s e n te d  s y m b o l ic a l ly  as th e  
t r e e  o f  l i f e  ( 2 : 7 ; 22 : 2 , 1U, 19 ) ,  th e  crow n o f  l i f e  (2 :1 0  5, th e  w a te r
o f  l i f e  ( 7 :1 7 ;  2 1 :6 ;  2 2 :2 -3 ,  1 7 ) . The r i g h t  to  L i f e  is  s y m b o liz e d  by
o n e 's  name in  the  book o f  l i f e  ( 3 :5 ;  ‘ 3 :3 ;  1 7 :3 ; 2 0 :1 2 , *5 ; 2 1 :2 7 ) .
E te r n a l l i f e  i s  a fu tu r e  g i f t  to  th o s e  who c o n q u e r: th e y  w i l l  r e c e iv e
a crow n o f  l i f e  (2 :1 0 )  and nave a ccess  to  th e  t r e e  o f  l i f e  ( 2 :7 ;
2 2 : 1*0 : th e y  w i l l  n o t oe h u r t  by th e  second d e a th  ( 2 : 11 ; 2 0 : 6 )— fo r
them  d e a th  w i l l  be no more (21 : * 0 ;  th e  Lamb " w i l l  le a d  them to  s p r in g s
o f  l i v i n g  w a te r  (7 :1 7 )  th a t  f lo w s  from  th e  th ro n e  o f  Cod ( 2 2 :1 - 2 ) .
l e t  l i f e  is  a ls o  a p re s e n t g i f t  e n jo y e d  by th e  s a in ts  ever.
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w n ile  th e y  s u f f e r  p e rs e c u t io n  and d e a th .  They nay now d r in k  o f  th e  
fo u n ta in  o f  th e  w a te r  o f  l i f e  f r e e l y  ( 2 1 :6 ;  2 2 :1 7 ) .  T n e ir  Shepherd  
even now le a d s  them to  s t i l l  w a te rs  CPs 2 3 :2 ;  Rev 7 :1 7 ) ,  and th e  t r e e  
o f  l i f e  w ith  f r u i t  fo r  food  and le a v e s  fo r  h e a lin g  is  now s p i r i t u a l l y  
a v a i la b le  (E zek  **7 :1 2 ; Rev 2 2 :2 ) .  T h e ir  names have been w r i t t e n  in  th e  
book o f  l i f e  from  th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  th e  w o r ld  (1 3 :3 ;  1 7 :3 ) .
C o n c o m ita n t w ith  th e  l i f e  God o f f e r s  is  th e  r o le  o f  p r i e s t - k i n g  
to  g iv e  c h a lle n g e  and m eaning  to  l i f e .  Those who co nq ue r w i l l  r e ig n  
w ith  G n r is t  ( 2 0 : 6 ; 2 2 :5 ) ,  s i t t i n g  w i th  Him on H is  th ro n e  ( 3 : 2 1 ) ,  ju d g ­
in g  (2 0 ;d )  and r u l i n g  ( 2 :2 6 - 2 7 ) .  As p r ie s t s  th e y  w i l l  engage in  a 
n e v e r-c e a s in g  ’w o rs h ip  o f  God ( 7 : 1 5 ) .  The k in g - p r ie s t  r o le  b e g in s  in  
t h i s  l i f e ,  h o w e v e r: by H is  d e a th  C h r is t  has made them a k in g d o m ,
p r ie s t s  to  H is  God ( 1 : 5 ) ;  th e y  r e ig n  now (5 :1 0 ,  v a r ia n t  r e a d in g )  as 
p a r t i c ip a n t s  o f  th e  k ingdom  ( 1: 9 ) th ro u g h  t h e i r  s u f f e r in g  and w i tn e s s .
W ith  th e  g i f t  o f  l i f e  comes fu tu r e  p e r fe c t io n  o f  c h a r a c te r  
re p re s e n te d  by " f i n e  l i n e n ,  o r ig h t  and p u re "  ( 19 : 8 ) a lo n g  w i t h  th e  
e r a d ic a t io n  o f  th e  c u rs e  o f  s in  ( 2 1 :2 7 ;  2 2 :3 ) .  3u t even in  t h i s  l i f e  a 
p e r fe c t  s ta n d in g  w i t h  God is  a v a i la b le  th ro u g h  th e  m e r i t s  o f  C h r i s t .  
Though H is  p e o p le  s t i l l  m ust f i g h t  to  conque r s in ,  as in d ic a te d  in  th e  
messages to  th e  c h u rc h e s . H is  b lo o d  has lo o s e d  them from  th e  d o m in io n  
o f  s in  ( 1 : 5 ) ;  H is  b lo o d  washes away th e  g u i l t  o f  s in  ( 7 :  1*1; 2 2 :1 *1 ), and 
th e y  are  c lo th e d  in  th e  w h ite  ro b e s  o f  C h r i s t 's  r iz h te o u s n e s s  ( 3 : * 3 ;  
•6 : 15; 2 2 : : a ) .
The p ro m is e  th a t  has s t i r r e d  th e  im a g in a t io n  o f  th e  c h u rc h  
th ro u g h  th e  ages i s  th e  p ro s p e c t o f  a new e a r th  w ith  i t s  new J e ru s a le m , 
adorned w ith  s t r e e t s  o f  g o ld , g a te s  o f  p e a r l  , and fo u n d a t io n s  o f  je w e ls  
(2 1 : 9- 2 1 ) .  Tst th e  c i t y - t e m p le  i s  a p re s e n t r e a l i t y  to d a y ,  th e  s a in ts
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th e m s e lv e s  o e ir .g  b u i l t  35 l i v i n g  s c o n e s  i n t o  i t s  s t r u c t u r e  
,Eph 2 :2 0 -2 2 ) ,  ‘ w n ich  c o n s t i t u t e s  th e  d w e l l in g  p la c e  o f  God (Rev 1 3 :6 ) .  
th o u g n  i t  is  now o iasphem ed ( i b i d . )  and tra m p le d  by th e  h ea then  ( ' 1 : 2 ) .
V ic to r y  is  an e s c h a to lo g ic a l  g i f t ,  co m p re he nd ing  th e  d e fe a t  o f  
th e  d ragon  and h is  f o l lo w e r s  ( 1 9 : ’ 9—2 1 ) and th e  e n th ro n e m e n t o f  
C h r i s t 's  fo l lo w e r s  ( 2 0 :4 - 6 ) .  Yet th e  p ro m ise  o f  v i c t o r y  i s  a ls o  f o r  
th e  p re s e n t :  v i c t o r y  was won a t th e  c ro s s  ( 5 : 5 )  when Satan was c a s t
o u t  ( 1 2 :9 - 1 0 ) ,  so t h a t  th e  s a in t s  can conque r h im  th ro u g h  th e  b lo o d  o f  
th e  Lamb ( v .  * 1 ) .  The e x h o r ta t io n s  to  conque r ( 2 :7 ,  11, 17, e t c . )
r e f l e c t  t h i s  p re s e n t  r e a l i t y .
The in c e n t iv e s  fo r  d e v e lo p in g  a r ig h te o u s  c h a ra c te r  a re  th u s  
based upon b o th  f u t u r e  and p re s e n t re w a rd s : a r e la t io n s h ip  w i th  God
and C h r is t  t h a t  p ro m is e s  l i f e ,  k in g s h ip ,  r ig h te o u s n e s s ,  and v i c t o r y .
D e te r r e n ts  to  s in
D e te r re n ts  to  the  s i n f u l  l i f e  appea r in  th e  R e v e la t io n  as 
th re a te n in g s  and w a rn in g s  o f  d i r e  consequences to  a l l  who re fu s e  to  
r e p e n t .  These th r e a te n in g s  have  an e s c h a to lo g ic a l  f u l f i l l m e n t ,  b u t 
a ls o  " c a s t  t h e i r  shadows b e fo re "  in t o  th e  p re s e n t .
The m ost t r a g i c  p u n ish m e n t th re a te n e d  'upon th e  u n re p e n ta n t is  
s e v e ra n c e  from  th e  l i f e  o f  God— e te r n a l  s e p a ra t io n  from  H im. In th e  
g re a t  day o f  ju d g m e n t, many w i l l  be " o u t s id e "  th e  c i t y  ( 2 2 :1 5 )  because 
n o th in g  u n c le a n  may e n te r  i t  ( 2 1 :2 7 ) .  7ney lo s e  t h e i r  s h a re  in  th e  
t r e e  o f  l i f e  ( 2 2 :1 9 ) .  S everance  from  C h r is t  o c c u rs  n o t o n ly  in  th e  
e s c h a to n , b u t  in  h i s t o r i c a l  t im e .  The d ra go n  and h is  a n g e is  w ere
J o h n 's  f ig u r e  o f  th e  c i t y  b u i l t  upon th e  tw e lv e  fo u n d a t io n s  o f  
th e  tw e lv e  a p o s t le s  i s  r e m in is c e n t  o f  P a u l 's  f i g u r e  o f  th e  te m p le  b u i l t  
upon th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  th e  a p o s t le s  and p ro p h e ts .
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th ro w n  o u t o f  heaven ; 12 : 3 - 9 ) -  -hose who do n o t re p e n t o f  t h e i r  s in s  
a re  excom m unica ted  from  th e  c h u rc h  ( 2 : 5 ;  3 :1 6 ) .
Those who war a g a in s t  C h r is t  w i l l  r e a c t  in  t e r r o r  a t th e  
o a ro u s ia  ( 1 :7 ;  6 :1 5 -1 7 )  as He comes to  war a g a in s t  them w ith  th e  sw ord 
o f  H is  mouth (1 9 :1 5 ,  2 1 ) .  Because th e y  re fu s e  to  do Him homage, b u t 
w o rs h ip  r i v a l  g od s , th e y  m ust d ra in  th e  cup  o f  th e  fu r y  o f  h is  -wrath 
(1 6 :1 9 ;  1 4 :9 -1 0 ) ;  th e y  w i l l  be th ro w n  in t o  th e  w in e p re ss  o f  H is  w ra th  
to  be tro d d e n  under H is  fe e t  u n t i l  b lo o d  gushes o u t to  th e  h o rs e s ' 
b r i d le s  (1 4 :1 9 -2 0 ;  1 9 :1 5 ) . They w i l l  s u f f e r  to rm e n t in  th e  la k e  w h ich
b u rn s  w i th  f i r e  and b r im s to n e  (1 4 :1 0 ;  ig : 2 0 ;  2 0 :1 0 , 13; 2 1 :8 )  u n t i l
th e y  a re  consumed ( 2 0 :9 ) .  T h is  is  th e  second d e a th  (2 0 :1 4 ; 2 1 :3 ) .
3 u t God does n o t le a v e  a l l  o f  H is  w ra th  to  th e  f u t u r e .  He
exposes s in n e rs  to  H is w ra th  in  th e  p re s e n t  in  o rd e r  to  d e te r  them fhom 
m e r i t in g  th e  u l t im a t e ,  e s c h a to lo g ic a l  w ra th .  He wars w ith  th e  sw ord o f  
H is  m outh ( 2 :1 6 )  a g a in s t u n f a i t h f u l  f o l lo w e r s .  He p e rm its  a d v e r s i t y —  
sw o rd , fa m in e , and p e s t i le n c e  ( 6 : 8 ) — to  s t r i k e ,  to  a rouse  h u m a n ity  to  
i t s  d a n g e r . He sends p la g u e s  o f  h a i l ,  f i r e ,  b lo o d ,  d a rk n e s s , and d ea th  
( c h a p te r s  3 and 9 ) as fo re s h a d o w in g s  o f  g re a te r  w ra th  to  come (c h a p te r
1 6 ) . He hedges up th e  -way o f  th e  -w icked to  seek to  d iv e r t  them from
t h e i r  c o u rs e .
I t  i s  e v id e n t  th a t  th e  m o t iv a t io n s  a p p e a le d  to  in  th e  Apoca­
ly p s e  c o n s is t  o f  rew ards  and p u n is h m e n ts , u s u a l ly  re g a rd e d  as th e  m ost
im m ature  le v e l  o f  m o t iv a t io n :  one m ig h t com p ly  w ith  ‘G od's r e q u i r e ­
m ents s im p ly  fo r  the  sake o f  e x p e d ie n c y . H ow ever, th e re  a re  s e v e r a l
f a c to r s  w n ich  r u le  o u t e x p e d ie n c y  as a m o t iv a t io n  fo r  c o n fo rm in g  to  the
w i l l  o f  God:
X o h lb e rg ,  T n e  C h ild  , 11 p . ' 33 •
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Whoever w ould be a s a in t ,  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  A p o c a ly p s e , must 
pay th e  p r ic e  o f  p e rs e c u t io n  and p o s s ib le  m a rt y rd c n  ‘v12: n  ) .  From a 
s e c u la r  v ie w p o in t ,  i t  is  d is a d v a n ta g e o u s  to  be r ig h t e o u s .
2. Many o f  th e  re w a rd s  and p un ish m en ts  in  th e  A p o ca lyp se  a re  
f u t u r e  in  n a tu re .  They have to  do w ith  man’ s s t e r n a l  d e s t in y .  The 
e x p e d ie n t man is  co n ce rn e d  m o s t ly  w i th  th e  p re s e n t .
3. The re w a rd s  and p u n ish m e n ts  w h ich  a p p ly  to  the  p re s e n t a re  
s p i r i t u a l  in  n a tu re .  A h ig h  d e g re e  o f  m o t iv a t io n  i s  r e q u ir e d  to  seek 
s p i r i t u a l  v a lu e s  o v e r te m p o ra l.
I t  th u s  a p p e a rs  t h a t  te m p o ra l a d va n ta g e — th e  a v o id a n c e  o f  pun­
is h m e n t and th e  o b ta in m e n t o f  re w a rd — is  n o t th e  m a jo r  m o t iv a t io n  o f  
th e  A p o c a ly p s e . R a the r , i t  i s  l o y a l t y  to  God— a l o y a l t y  th a t  w i l l
r e s u l t  in  b o th  p a in  and p le a s u r e ,  s o rro w  and jo y .
The Means fo r  C h a ra c te r  D eve lopm ent
V h a t means does God use in  c h a ra c te r  d e v e lo p m e n t?  In th e  
A p o ca lyp se  th e  d e ve lo p m e n t o f  r ig h te o u s  c h a ra c te r  b e g in s  'w ith  a v is io n  
o f  C h r is t  and a c o r re s p o n d in g  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  3e l f .  The way o f  r i g h ­
te o u s n e s s  is  most c l e a r l y  d e l in e a te d  in  th e  m essages to  th e  seven
c h u rc h e s ; b u t b e fo re  th e s e  m essages a re  g iv e n ,  th e  p ro p h e t is  shown a
v is io n  o f  C h r is t  and o f  h im s e l f .  Each message t h e r e a f t e r  b e g in s  w ith  a 
v is io n  o f  C h r is t  fo l lo w e d  b y  th e  c h u r c h 's  c o r re s p o n d in g  n ee d .
John saw C h r is t  in  m a je s ty ;  h is  re sp o n se  was to  f a i l  a t H is  
fe e t  as th ou gh  dead (Rev ’ ’. ' 7 ) .  H is  fe e l in g s  p a r a l le le d  th e se  o f  o th e r  
b i b l i c a l  s a in ts  when c o n fro n te d  -w ith God: o f  woe, u r .c ie a n n e s s , and
undoneness ( Is a  5 :5 /  ; c-f s e lf - a b h o r r e n c e  Job J 2 : 5 ) :  o f  s in fu ln e s s  ar.d 
fe a r  i l k  3 : 3 ) .  7ne human re s p o n s e  to  th e  consum ing  h o l in e s s  o f  God is
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an o v e rw h e lm in g  sense or' s e l f - a b h o r r e n c e .  J n t i l  one has seen God, he
has n o t seen h im s e l f  w ith  h is  d e f o r m i t ie s ,  s in f u ln e s s ,  and n o th in g n e s s .
J e s u s ' re sp o n se  i s  d e e p ly  s i g n i f i c a n t :
3 u t he la id  h is  r i g h t  hand upon me, s a y in g ,  "F e a r n o t ,  I  am th e  
f i r s t  and th e  l a s t ,  and the  l i v i n g  o n e ; I  d ie d ,  and b e h o ld  1 am
a l iv e  fo r  e v e rm o re , and I  have th e  ke ys  o f  Death and H ades. Mow
w r i t e  what you s e e , w hat i s ,  and w hat is  to  ta k e  p la c e  h e r e a f t e r . "
; Rev 1 :1 7 -1 9 ) •
T h is  re s p o n s e  in d ic a te s  t h a t  man d e r iv e s  h is  ade qu acy , c h a r a c te r ,  and
m is s io n  fro m  C h r is t .  C h r is t  as " f i r s t  and l a s t "  is  a l ln e s s  to  make up 
fo r  m a n 's  n o th in g n e s s ;  as " th e  l i v i n g  o n e ,"  He is  th e  dynam ic  power fo r  
r ig h te o u s n e s s ;  as th e  C onquero r o f  Death 3nd Hades, He overcom es th e  
co nse qu en ces  o f  m an 's  s i n ;  as one who co m m iss io n s  by th e  la y in g  on o f  
hands , He g iv e s  m is s io n  and purpose  to  man. Man becomes r ig h te o u s  o n ly  
as he c o n te m p la te s  God and p r o s t r a te s  h im s e l f  in  t o t a l  dependence  upon 
H im .
The e x h o r ta t io n s
The e x h o r ta t io n s  to  the  seven c h u rc h e s , o f te n  w i th  f u r t h e r
comment in  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  b oo k , r e v e a l how r ig h te o u s  c h a r a c te r  i s
d e v e lo p e d . In c o n s id e r in g  th e s e , t h i s  s tu d y  w i l l  ta k e  s p e c ia l  n o te  o f  
th e  d iv in e  and human com ponen ts— w h e th e r c h a r a c te r  d e v e lo p m e n t i s  seen 
as G o d 's  w o rk , m an 's  w o rk , o r a c o m b in a t io n  o f  th e  tw o .
The v e ry  e x is te n c e  o f  commands and e x h o r ta t io n s  p re su p p o se s  tw o
f a c t o r s :  th e  d iv in e  i n i t i a t i v e  in  th e  w ork  o f  c h a ra c te r  d e v e lo p m e n t,
and th e  human r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  mat<e c h o ic e s .  Man e i t h e r  heeds th e  
command '" R e p e n t ! "  "Do th e  f i r s t  ’w o rk s ,"  e t c . )  o r he fa c e s  th e  d iv in e  
a l t e r n a t i v e  ( . " I f  n o t ,  1 w i l l  . . . ! " ) .  The B ib le  b e g in s  and ends w i th
c i c h r o h t ,  7 n e o io g y  o f  OT. 2 :28C .
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3 3rio i.ce r e g a r c in g  tr ie  t r e e  o f  l i f e  iGen 2 :9 .  '6 —17; Rev 22 : 1 4 ) .  
w ith o u t  c h o ic e -m a k in g  th e re  is  no c h a r a c te r  d e v e lo p m e n t.
" Repent"
A f r e q u e n t  e x h o r ta t io n  in  th e  messages to  th e  ch u rc h e s  is  th e  
command to  r e p e n t  ^ : 5 .  16, 2 1 -2 2 ; 3 :3 .  * 9 ) .  R epen tance , m e ta n o ia .
means ( 1 ) "kn o w in g  a f t e r , "  c r a f t e r  k n o w le d g e ; (2 ) a change o f  m ind
r e s u l t in g  from  t h i s  a f t e r  k n o w le d g e ; (3 ) r e g r e t  fo r  th e  c o u rs e  p u rs u e d ; 
and (4 )  a change o f  c o n d u c t fo r  th e  f u t u r e  based upon th e  p re v io u s  
p o in ts .  I t  means " t h a t  m ig h ty  change in  m in d , h e a r t ,  and l i f e  w ro u g h t 
by th e  S p i r i t  o f  G od ."
In  th e  A p o c a ly p s e , b o th  c h u rc h  ( s p e c i f i c a l l y  f i v e  o f  th e  seven 
c h u rch e s ) and w o r ld  ( 9 :2 0 ;  1 6 :9 , 'D  need to  r e p e n t .  The s in  t h a t
needs to  be re p e n te d  o f  is  a f a u l t y  r e la t io n s h ip  to  C h r i s t : in  th e
chu rch  a w an ing  l o y a l t y  ( lo s s  o f  f i r s t  lo v e  [ 2 : 4 ] ,  u n f a i t h f u ln e s s  
[ v .  1 4 ] ,  s p i r i t u a l  ie a d n e s s  [ 3 : 1 ] ,  lukew arm ness  [ w .  1 5 -1 6 ], and
s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  [ v .  1 7 ] ) ;  in  th e  w o r ld  h o s t i l i t y  (1 6 :9 ,  11, 2 1 ) and
a lle g ia n c e  to  r i v a l  gods o r  o b je c ts  o f  w o rs h ip  ( 9 :2 0 ;  1 6 :2 ) .  R epen t­
ance demands an a b o u t- fa c e  in  th e  l i f e :  r e c o v e r in g  th e  f i r s t  lo v e
( 2 : 5 ) ,  e l im in a t in g  s u b v e rs iv e  e le m e n ts  and d o c t r in e s  in  th e  c h u rc h  
Cvv. 2 0 -2 3 ) ,  a w a k ing  from  d e a th  ( 3 : 2 ) ,  and a d m it t in g  C h r is t  and H is  
r ic h e s  in t o  th e  l i f e  ( w .  18. 2 0 .  The re sp o n se  must be a c t iv e  and
e n t h u s ia s t ic :  "Awake and s t re n g th e n  w ha t re m a in s "  ( 3 : 2 ) ;  "Be z e a lo u s
and re p e n t"  . v .  1 9 ) . Repentance th u s  r e q u ir e s  d e c is io n  and a c t iv e  
response  on th e  p a r t  o f  man.
God ta k e s  th e  i n i t i a t i v e  in  b r in g in g  abou t re p e n ta n c e  by
T re n c h , Synonyms o f  -VT, p p . 253, 260.
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e x h o r ta t io n s  (above ) and th re a te n in g s  ( 2 :5 ,  16, 23; 3 :2 )  to  the
c n u rc n e s . and by p la gu es  upon th e  w icked  w o r ld  ( 9 : 2 0 ; 1 6 :9 ) .  I t  i s  th e  
v o ic e  o f  C h r is t  th ro u g h  H is  S p i r i t  ( 2 :7 ,  * 1 , 17, e t c . )  t h a t  p ro d s  man
to  re p e n ta n c e , w h ile  m an 's  r o le  i s  to  heed th e  S p i r i t ' s  v o ic e  ( i b i d . ) .  
R epen tance  is  th u s  m an 's  re sp o n se  to  G od 's  p ro d d in g .
The u rg en cy  o f  th e  command to  re p e n t is  t i e d  to  th e  im m inence 
o f  C h r i s t 's  com ing , bo th  th e  e s c h a to lo g ic a l  com ing  in  g lo r y  and the  
s p i r i t u a l  com ing to  th e  i n d i v id u a l  ( 2 :5 ,  ' 6 , 25 ; 2 :3 ,  1 1 ) . 1 In  v ie w  o f  
h u m a n ity 's  n a tu r a l  h o s t i l i t y  to  God, 3nd th e  c o n s ta n t  te n d e n c y  o f  even 
th e  c o n v e r te d  person to  f a l l  away from  God, c o n s ta n t  re p e n ta n c e  i s
n e c e s s a ry  to  r e o r ie n t  th e  l i f e  to  God fo r  th e  w o rk  o f  c h a ra c te r
d e v e lo p m e n t.
"R e a d ,'’  "h e a r  , "  "re m e m b e r," " k e e p , "  "h o ld  f a s t "
The 'w r i t te n  Word i s  a v i t a l  in s t ru m e n t  in  c h a r a c te r  d e v e lo p ­
m e n t. the book o f  R e v e la t io n  in c u lc a te s  g re a t  re v e re n c e  fo r  the  Word,
w h ic h  i s  G o d 's  r e v e l a t i o n ,  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  man th r o u g n  C h r is t  
(Rev 1 : 1 - 2 ) .  In 'w r i t in g  th e  A p o c a ly p s e , Cohn is  c o n s c io u s  th a t  he is
• w r i t in g  by d iv in e  o rd e r  and d i r e c t io n  ( 1: 10- 11 , 19; 2 :1 ,  3. *2 , e t c . ;  
'0 : d ;  19: 9 ; 2 1 :5 ; 2 2 :6 , 1 6 ). Jesus H im s e lf ,  as th e  suprem e R e v e la t io n  
o f  God, is  c a l le d  th e  Word (Rev 19* *3 : ~ f-  Jn 1 :1 -2 ,  1 3 ), and hence
m ust be heeded (Rev 2 :1 ,  7 ) .
The book c o n ta in s  num erous b le s s in g s  and e x h o r ta t io n s  re g a rd in g  
th e  r o le  o f  th e  Word in  th e  C h r is t ia n  l i f e .
The f i r s t  s te p  is  to  r e c e iv e  th e  Word th ro u g h  -e a a in g  and h e a r­
in g ,  no d o u b t in  a g a th e r in g  o f  b e l ie v e r s  where one re a d s  and th e  r e s t
Mote the same d o u b le  use o f  " I  w i l l  come" in  Jn ' t : 2 ,  *8 , 23.
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l i s t e r .  ( 1 : 3 ) .  The l i s t e n e r s  a re  to  be a t t e n t i v e :  e ig h t  t im e s  th e
in s t r u c t i o n  is  re p e a te d ,  "He who has an e a r ,  l e t  him  h e a r"  ( in  th e
m essages to  th e  c h u rc h e s , and ' 3 : 9 ) ,  an o f t - r e p e a te d  s a y in g  o f  Jesus 
Mt 1 1 :1 5 ; ’ 3 :9 .  J3 ) .  H aving an e a r to  hea r im p lie s  a t t e n t iv e n e s s ,
p lu s  th e  w i l l in g n e s s  to  re c e iv e  i n s t r u c t i o n  and re o u k e .
Second, th e  Word must be t re a s u re d  in  th e  h e a r t .  The c h u rc h e s  
a re  to  rem em ber w hat th e y  have re c e iv e d  and h e a r ,  and keep i t  (Rev 1 :3 ;  
3 :3 ) .  In an age when few w r i t t e n  c o p ie s  o f  th e  Word were a v a i la b le ,  
th e  o n ly  way to  keep S c r ip tu r e  w ould  be to  com m it i t  to  memory.
T h i r d ,  th e  'Word m ust be g u a rd e d . The o r i g i n a l  m ean ing  o f  th e
w ord keep ( t e r e o ) was to  keep w atch  o v e r ,  g u a rd , o r  p r o t e c t .  ' T h e re  is
a g re a t  co n c e rn  to  guard  th e  d e p o s it  o f  t r u t h  found in  th e  book o f  
R e v e la t io n .  "Keep what is  w r i t t e n  in  th e  p ro p h e c y " ( 1 : 3 ) :  " h o ld  f a s t  
what you h a ve " (2 :2 5 ;  3: 11 ) :  "rem em ber w hat you have re c e iv e d  and
h e a rd ; keep t h a t "  ( 3 : 2 ) ,  th e  c h u rc h  is  adm on ished . The s a in t s  m ust 
"h o ld  f a s t "  to  th e  th in g s  o f  Je su s : H is  name ( 2 : * 3 ) .  H is  f a i t h  ( i b i d .  ;
id :  1 2 ) , and H is  w orks ( 2 :2 5 ) — a l l  r e v e a le d  in  S c r ip t u r e .  To gua rd  th e  
Word a ls o  means to  p ro te c t  i t  a g a in s t  f a l s i f i c a t i o n  ( 2 2 :1 8 - 1 9 ) .  The 
b e l ie v e r s  were to  t e s t  a i l  d o c t r in e s  ( 2 : 2 ) and h o ld  o n ly  to  th e  -words 
o f  God, w h ich  were t r u s tw o r th y  and t r u e  ( 2 2 : 6 ) . ”  The e te r n a l  d e s t in y  
o f  men depends on w he ther th e y  a c c e p t th e  W ord, or c o r r u p t  and r e je c t  
i t  ( 2 2 : 18- 19) . J
F o u r th ,  th e  Word must be obeyed— a n o th e r  meaning o f  keep  is  to  
obey. To "ke e p  th e  words o f  th e  p ro p h e c y "  is  to  obey th em . The
3auer , C -re e k -c n g lls h  L e x ic o n , s . v .  " t e r e o ."
“ H a ro ld  R ie s e r . fe ld ,  "T e re o  , "  TDNT 3 :1  “ 5 .
" H i l l ,  "P ro p h e c y  and P ro p h e ts . "  p . ^1C.
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o e l le v e rs  a re  ~o "ke ep  "h e  commandments o f  3od and th e  f a i t h  o f  Je sus" 
'4 ;1 2 ;  o f .  '2 : 1 7 ) .  An e x p re s s io n  p la c e d  a lo n g s id e  th e  "commandments 
o f  Tod" is  th e  " f a i t h  o f  J e s u s " 'Rev 1 4 :1 2 ) .  T h is  seems to  be th e  
e q u iv a le n t  o f  th e  "W ord " as a body o f  t r u t h  w h ic h  has been e n tru s te d  to  
th e  b e l ie v e r s ,  th e  b a s ic  d o c t r in e s  o r b e l ie f s  w h ic h  th e  ch u rch  h o ld s  in  
a n o n b e lie v in g  e n v iro n m e n t ( e f .  1 Tim  3 :9 ; 2 T im  4 ; 7 ; A c ts  6 : 7 ) . “
F i f t h ,  th e  Word m ust be a s s im i la te d .  B e s id e s  e n jo in in g  th e  
ke e p in g  o f  th e  W ord, th e  A p o c a ly p s e  em ploys th e  f ig u r e  o f  e a t in g  i t .  
John was to ld  to  e a t th e  l i t t l e  s c r o l l  in  th e  hand o f  th e  ange l '1 0 : 9 ) ;  
i t s  message was sw ee t t o  h im . b u t  th e  p ro c la m a t io n  o f  i t  ( v .  11) was
b i t t e r  because o f  th e  o p p o s i t io n  i t  caused ( c h a p te r  1 1 ) . S im i la r l y ,  
the  ch u rch  was to  be n o u r is h e d  f o r  1260 days in  th e  w ild e rn e s s  ( 12 : 6 ) ,  
an a l lu s io n  to  th e  manna fe d  to  I s r a e l  in  th e  d e s e r t  (Ex ’ 6 : 4f f . )  w h ich  
t y p i f i e s  fe e d in g  upon C h r is t  (Jn  6 :3 2 -3 5 )  th ro u g h  H is  W ord.
F in a l l y ,  th e  Word m ust be s h a re d . The b e l ie v e r s  were to
t r a n s m it  th e  Word to  o th e r s  ( 1 :9 ;  5 :9 ;  1 2 :1 1 , e t c . )  in  o rd e r  th a t  th e  
g o sp e l m ig h t be p ro c la im e d  o  a l l  th e  w o rld  ( 1^ : 6 ) .
Those who keep G od 's  Word w i l l  in  tu r n  be k e p t by led  th ro u g h  
th e  hour o f  te m p ta t io n  ( 3 : 10) ;  i f  th e y  h o ld  f a s t  to  i t ,  th e y  a re
assured  o f  th e  crow n o f  v i c t o r y  ( v .  1 1 ). T hu s , th e  Word— re a d , h e a rd ,
k e p t ,  g u a rd e d , p r o te c t e d ,  o b e y e d , e a te n , and p ro c la im e d — produces  r ig h ­
te o u s  c h a r a c te r .
In  th e  J o h a n n in e  w r i t i n g s ,  th e  word commandments is  som etim es 
used in te rc h a n g e a b ly  w i t h  word (Jn 1 4 :2 1 , 2 3 ; * Jn 2 : 4- 5 ) ,  p e rhaps
because th e  Hebrew word fo r  w ord  ( d a v l r ) , w h ic h  was in  the  back o f  th e  
a u th o r 's  m in d , can be t r a n s la t e d  as e i t h e r  word c r  commandment (V . J . 
H arr e l  son , "Commandment , "  ID B . *: 6 6 2 -6 6 3 ).
“ E. C. 31acknan . " F a i t h ,  F a i t h f u ln e s s , "  IDB 2 :2 3 4 .
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"Do th e  w o rk s "
The book o f  R e v e la t io n  is  h e a v i ly  w o rk s -o r ie n te d  , w ith  works 
p la y in g  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  in  th e  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  r ig h te o u s  c h a r a c te r .  
I t  fo l lo w s  t h a t  works have a p a r t  in  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  c h a r a c te r  d e v e lo p ­
ment .
The c h u rc h  o f  Ip h e s u s  was commended fo r  i t s  'works o f  t o i l ,  
p a t ie n t  e n d u ra n c e , d o c t r in a l  f i d e l i t y ,  o p p o s i t io n  to  e r r o r ,  and i n t o l ­
e ra n c e  o f  e v i l  ( 2 :2 ,  6 ) .  Yet th e s e  w orks were d e f e c t iv e  ( v .  5) because 
th e y  were n o t m o tiv a te d  by lo v e  ( v .  d ) .  Zea l w i th o u t  lo v e  had made 
r e l i g i o n  a heavy d ru d g e ry  o f  hard  la b o r  and u n w e a rie d  s t r i v i n g  ( v .  3 ) .  
Such s e r v ic e  was n o t a c c e p ta b le  to  C h r i s t ,  who r e q u ir e d  th e  f i r s t  w orks 
( v .  d) w h ic h  were equated  'w ith  th e  f i r s t  lo v e  ( i b i d . ) .  The A p oca lypse
c a l l s  lo v e  a w o rk  ( 2 : 19 ) ;  i t  m ust be th e  m o tiv e  o f  a l l  o th e r  w o rk s , o r
th e y  a re  n o t  a c c e p ta b le  to  God.
7ne c h u rc h  o f  T h y a t ir a  had th e  o p p o s ite  p ro b le m : lo v e  w ith o u t
d o c t r in a l  i n t e g r i t y .  T h e ir  w orks o f  lo v e ,  f a i t h ,  s e r v ic e ,  and p a t ie n t  
end u ran ce  (•/.. 19) were m arred  by a t o le r a t i o n  o f  fa ls e  d o c t r in e  c a l le d  
" t h e  deep th in g s  o f  S a ta n " ( w .  20 , 2d) w h ich  le d  to  i n f i d e l i t y  to
C h r is t  ( v .  2 0 ) .  The s e v e r i t y  o f  C h r i s t 's  t h r e a t  to  th e  a p o s ta te s  in  
t h i s  c h u rc h  ( v v .  22- 23 ) d e m o n s tra te s  th e  dange r o f  f a ls e  d o c t r in e ,
w h ile  H is  le n ie n c y  ( v .  2d) to  th e  lo v in g  s a in ts  who knew l i t t l e
d o c t r in e  ( v .  25) d e m o n s tra te s  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  lo v e .
C ther w orks o f  w n ich  C h r is t  a p p ro ve s  a re  f i d e l i t y  th ro u g h  s u f ­
f e r in g  ( 2 :9 )  and f a i t h f u ln e s s  u n to  d e a th  (v v .  10. 1 3 ). w orks w h ich  He 
s t r o n g ly  condemns are s p i r i t u a l  a p a th y  ( 3 : 1, ' 5 ) and s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y
:• /. * 7 ) .
The m ethod o f  d o in g  good -works may be su gg es te d  in  2 :2 6 :  "He
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. . . wno k eeps ay w orks  u n t i l  th e  end To Keep C h r i s t 's  w orks
u n c o u n te d ! '/  means to  do H is  w o rk s . The s a in ts  a re  to  do C h r i s t 's  w orks 
as 'C h r is t d ie  the  works o f  H is  F a th e r (Jn  5 :2 6 ;  *4 : 10-11 ) .  I t  was
th ro u g h  u n io n  w ith  th e  F a th e r t h a t  Jesus d id  th e  F a th e r 's  w o rk s :
"Do you n o t b e l ie v e  t h a t  I  an in  th e  F a th e r and the  F a th e r in  tie?
. . . The F a th e r who d w e lls  in  me does h is  w o rk s "  ( v .  1C ).
O n ly  th ro u g h  u n io n  'w ith  C h r is t  can th e  s a in ts  "k e e p "  H is  w o rk s .
The w o rks  o f  th e  s a in ts  a re  c h e r is h e d  by God, b e in g  rem em bered 
a f t e r  t h e i r  d e a th  ( 1 4 :1 3 ) .  They c o n s t i t u t e  th e  " f in e  l i n e n ,  b r i g h t  and 
p u re " in  w h ich  th e  Lamb's B r id e  i s  a rra y e d  ( 1 9 :8 ) .  V o rks  fo rm  th e  
b a s is  o f  ju d g m e n t, d e te rm in in g  re w a rd s  and p u n ish m en ts  ( 2 : 2 3 ; 2 0 : 12- 13 ; 
22 : 1 2 ) . H ow ever, th e  n a tu re  o f  good w orks i s  n o t s p e l le d  o u t  in  
d e t a i l ,  as in  th e  g o s p e ls  and e p i s t l e s .  There is  no m e n tio n  o f  benevo­
le n c e  to  th e  poor and needy (as in  Mt 2 5 :3 4 -3 6 ;  Jas 1 :2 7 ) ,  h o s p i t a l i t y  
to  th e  s a in t s  (Rom 1 2 : 1 3 ) .  o r  d o in g  good to  o n e 's  e n e m ie s  
(v v .  * 9 -2 1 ;  Mt 5 : ^ 4 ) .  The "w o rk "  m ost em phasized  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  i s  
f i d e l i t y  to  C h r is t  th ro u g h  p e rs e c u t io n  and d e a th  (2 :  10, 13, -9 ; 3 :3 ;
* d ; i 3 ) ,  an em phasis  to  be e xp e c te d  in  a " t r a c t  fo r  hard  t im e s . "
"Buy . . . g o ld  . . . .  w h ite  ga rm ents  . . . .  e y e s a iv e "
la c d ic e a ,  th e  r ic h - p o o r  c h u rc h  (3 :1 7 )  ( in  c o n t r a s t  to  S m yrna , 
th e  p o o r - r i c h  c h u rc h  [ 2 : 9 1 ) ,  e n jo ye d  so much m a te r ia l  p r o s p e r i t y  t h a t  
i t  d id  n o t  r e a l i z e  i t s  s p i r i t u a l  p o v e r ty .  Jesus unmasked i t s  t r u e  
c o n d i t io n ,  and then commanded: "B uy  from  me . . . . "  ( v .  * 3 ) .  T h is
comnand im p l ie s  th re e  t h in g s :
The L a o d ic e a n , b e in g  e s tra n g e d  from  J h r is t  . v .  2 0 ) .  ts  
d e s t i t u t e  o f  r ig h te o u s  c h a ra c te r  and hence m ust "b u y "  i t .  A p a r t from
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Him even the  p ro fe s s e d  C h r is t ia n  is  "w re tc h e d ,  p i t i a b l e ,  p o o r ,  b l i n d ,  
and n akec" ( v .  ’ ?) .
2. Jesus is  th e  so u rce  o f  th e  " r i c h e s "  o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s .
3. There is  a p r ic e  to  be p a id  fo r  th e  r ic h e s  He o f f e r s .  They
a re  to  be b o u g h t, th o u g h  " w i th o u t  money and w i th o u t  p r ic e "  ( Is a  5 5 : ’ ) .  
They c o s t a l l  t h a t  a man has (M t 13 : ^ # —4 6 )— th e  t o t a l  com m itm ent o f  
lo v in g  C h r is t  more th an  l i f e  i t s e l f  (Rev 1 2 :1 1 ) .  B u y in g  th u s  im p l ie s  
-Cod's r o le  o f  s u p p ly in g  r ig h te o u s n e s s  and m an 's  r o le  o f  w h o le h e a r te d ly  
s e e k in g  i t .
C o ld . A c lu e  to  th e  m eaning o f  g o ld  is  fo un d  by lo o k in g  a t
Sm yrna, the  p o o r - r ic h  c h u rc h  C l  know yo u r t r i b u l a t i o n  and your p o v e r ty  
3but you a re  r i c h ] , "  2 : 9 ) .  Smyrna possessed  th e  c h a r a c te r  r ic h e s  th a t  
C h r is t  m ost d e s ir e d ,  f i d e l i t y  to  th e  p o in t  o f  d e a th  ( 2 :1 0 ) .  "R e f in e d  
by f i r e "  r e fe r s  to  th e  t r i b u l a t i o n  (as  in  S m yrna , v v . 9 -1 0 )  th a t
p u r i f i e s  c h a r a c te r .  P e te r e m p loys  "g o ld  te s te d  by f i r e "  as a sym bol o f  
f a i t h  and lo v e  (1 Pet 1 :7 - 8 ) .  A c c o rd in g  to  H is  messages to  the  
c h u rc h e s , f i d e l i t y  and lo v e  a re  th e  c h a ra c te r  t r a i t s  Jesus v a lu e s  m o s t.
V h ite  g a rm e n ts . The ’w h ite  g a rm e n ts  as w e l l  as th e  g o ld
s y m b o liz e  r ig h t e o u s  c h a r a c t e r  ( I s a  6 1 : 1 0 ) ,  th e  end p r o d u c t  o f
s a lv a t io n .  R ig h te o u s  c h a ra c te r  in  th e  s a in ts  has b o th  i t s  d iv in e  and
human com ponen ts , as shown in  th e  f o l lo w in g  p a s s a g e :
l e t  us r e jo ic e  and e x u l t  and g iv e  h im  th e  g l o r y , C od 's p a r t
fo r  th e  m a r r ia g e  o f  th e  Lamb has come,
and h is  B r id e  has made h e r s e l f  r e a d y ; m an 's p a r t
i t  was g ra n te d  h e r  to  be c lo th e d  w i th  f in e  l in e n  . . . Cod's p a r t
fo r  the  f in e  l in e n  is  th e  r ig h te o u s  deeds o f  th e  s a in t s  man' s p a r t
(Rev 1 9 :7 -8 ) .
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M an 's  r o l e ,  as re v e a le d  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e , is  to  do th e  f o l ­
lo w in g :
He m ust o b ta in  th e  w h ite  ro b e .  Jesus s a id ,  "B uy o f  me 
. . . w h ite  g a rm e n ts "  C3- "!3 ). Jesus is  th e  o n ly  so u rce  o f  r ig h t e o u s
c h a r a c te r .  L a o a ic e a  had an abundance o f  s e l f - r ig h te o u s n e s s  ( v .  1 7 ),
b u t C h r is t  d is m is s e d  i t  as " th e  shame o f  you r n a ke d n e ss" ( v .  18 ) .
S in ce  th e  f a l l ,  m a n 's  c o n d i t io n  o u ts id e  o f  C h r is t  has been nakedness 
(Gen 3 -7 ) .  In th e  e s t im a t io n  o f  God, h u m a n is t ic  m o r a l i t y  i s  no b e t t e r  
than  f i g  le a v e s  ( i b i d . )  o r f i l t h y  ra g s  ( Is a  6 4 :6 , AV) T h e re fo re  man 
m us t buy r ig h te o u s n e s s  fro m  C h r is t  a t th e  c o s t o f  t o t a l  com m itm ent 
( a b o v e ) ,
2. He m ust r e t a in  th e  w h ite  ro b e .  I t  can be l o s t :  c lo t h in g  
i s  e a s i ly  c h a n g e d . "B le s s e d  is  he who i s  aw ake, k e e p in g  h is  g a rm e n ts  
t h a t  he may r .c t  go naked and be seen e xpo sed " (Rev 1 6 :1 5 ) .  Cnee h a v in g  
t r u s t e d  C h r i s t  f o r  r ig h t e o u s n e s s ,  o ne  may r e la p s e  i n t o  s e l f -  
r ig h te o u s n e s s  and become u n c lo th e d . Cne m ust ab ide  in  C h r is t  to  be 
c lo th e d  w i th  H is  r ig h te o u s n e s s .
3. He m ust m a in ta in  th e  p u r i t y  o f  th e  robe th ro u g h  f r e q u e n t
la u n d e r in g .  "B le s s e d  a re  th o se  who keep on w ash ing  ( h o i p ly n o n te s —  
p re s e n t c o n t in u o u s )  t h e i r  ro b e s "  ( 2 2 : 1 4 ) .  "Tnese a re  th e y  who have
. . . washed t h e i r  ro b e s  and made them  w h ite  in  the  b lo o d  o f  th e  Lamb" 
( 7 : 1 4 ) .  H ere th e  ’w ash ing  o f  th e  rob e  is  th e  a c t o f  th e  b e l i e v e r ,  
thougn  C h r is t  s u p p lie s  th e  means o f  c le a n s in g .  7ne b lo o d  o f  th e  Lamb 
has a toned  fo r  th e  s in  o f  th e  w o rld  (Jn ‘ :2 9 ;  Rev ' : 5 ) .  y e t th e  s in n e r  
m ust wash h is  s in s  away. The A p o ca lyp se  s t re s s e s  re p e n ta n c e  as m an 's
- o le  in  g e t t in g  r i d  o f  s in  ( 2 : 5 , ' 6 , 21- 2 2 , e t c . ) .
7ne O ld T estam en t so u rce  o f  Rev ~ : 1 4  i s  Oar* ’ 2 : 1G: "M any s h a l l
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p u r i f y  th e m s e lv e s  and make th e m s e lv e s  w h i t e  and be r e f i n e d . "
' Jn 2 - 2  a ls o  in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  b e l ie v e r  " p u r i f i e s  h im s e lf  as he is  
p u re "  as does 2 l o r  7 :1 :  " l e t  us c le a n s e  o u rs e lv e s  fro m  e v e ry
d e f i le m e n t  o f  body and s p i r i t ,  and make h o l in e s s  p e r fe c t  in  th e  fe a r  o f  
le d . "  These v e rs e s  s t r e s s  th e  human com ponen t in  g e t t in g  r i d  o f  s i n ,  
th o u g h  th e  d iv in e  is  a ls o  v i t a l .
d. He m ust r e f r a in  from  s o i l i n g  th e  r o b e .  In S a rd is  were some 
who had n o t " s o i le d  t h e i r  g a rm e n ts " (R ev R ig h te o u s  c h a r a c te r
in c lu d e s  n o t  o n ly  c le a n s in g  from  s in ,  b u t power to  a vo id  s in n in g .  The 
v e rb  f o r  s o i l  ( m o lu n o ) is  used a g a in  in  1d :d ,  s u g g e s tin g  th e  m ean ing  
th e  R e v e la to r  had in  m in d : " I t  is  th e s e  who nave n o t d e f i l e d  them­
s e lv e s  w i th  women, fo r  th e y  a re  c h a s te . "  The s in  he re  i s  d e fe c t io n  to
a p o s ta te  r e l i g i o n  (s y m b o liz e d  by J e z e b e l ( 2 : 2 0 ]  and the  h a r lo t  ( 1 7 : 1 ] ) ;
h e n ce , to  be u n d e f i le d  is  to  be lo y a l  to  C h r i s t .
5. He m ust a t t a in  to  th e  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  good w o rk s . "The f in e
l in e n  i s  th e  r ig h te o u s  deeds o f  th e  s a in t s ”  (R ev. 1 9 : 8 ) . Tood w o rk s
a re  an im p o r ta n t  p a r t  o f  r ig h te o u s  c h a r a c te r  , o u t th e y  a re  w ro u g h t o u t 
in  c o o p e ra t io n  w i th  Cod ( 2 :2 6 ) .  7ne good w orks  s p e c i f i c a l l y  m e n tio n e d  
in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  r e la t e  to  f i d e l i t y  to  C h r is t  th ro u g h  p e r s e c u t io n .
T h is  f i d e l i t y ,  th e n ,  becomes th e  " f i n e  l i n e n ”  o f  th e  s a in t s .
I t  is  th u s  th ro u g h  o b ta in in g  and m a in ta in in g  th e  r ig h t e o u s
T h is  RS7 t r a n s la t io n  i s  to  be p r e fe r r e d  to  the AV. "M any s h a l l
be p u r i f i e d , and made w h i te , and t r i e d . "  The f i r s t  two v e rb s  a re  h i t h —
p a e l ( r e f l e x i v e )  whereas the  t h i r d  is  n ip n a i  ( p a s s iv e ) .
o
“ Seme u n d e rs ta n d  d ik a ic m a ta  as r ig h t e o u s  d ec ree s  r a tn e r  th a n  
r ig h te o u s  d e e d s , s in c e  d ik a io m a  o f te n  means th e  j u d i c i a l  s e n te n c e  o f
Cod f o r  m e rcy  o r c o n d e m n a tio n , as in  Rev 1 5 :J ( M o r r is ,  R e v e la t io n ,
p p . 227, 1 8 9 -9 0 '.  The meaning w ouid  th e n  be th a t  th e  f in e  l in e n  is  th e
s e n te n c e  th a t  j u s t i f i e s  th e  s a in t s  ( i b i d . ) .  The d i f f i c u l t y ,  as Ladd 
p o in ts  o u t ,  i s  t h a t  th e  p lu r a l  does n o t  f i t  to o  w e l l  (L a d d , R e v e la t io n , 
p . 2 “ 9 ) ,  n e i t h e r  does th e  g e n i t iv e ,  " o f  th e  s a in t s . "
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c h a ra c te r  o f C h r is t  c h a t che B r id e  is  s a id  to  have "made h e r s e l f  re a a y "
; 19 : 7 ) .  T h is  is  Che human com ponent o f  c h a r a c te r  d e v e lo p m e n t. 7ne 
c iv in e  component is  as fo l lo w s  :
C h r is t  m ust p ro v id e  che r ig h te o u s  c h a r a c te r  th a t  che s a in ts  
r e c e iv e  (1 9 :8 ; 3 :1 8 ) .  C h r is t  in  H is  h u m a n ity  -w rought o u t  Che r ig h te o u s  
c h a ra c te r  th a t  makes man r ig h te o u s  (Horn 5 :1 8 - 1 9 ) .
2. The Lamb m ust be s la in  (Rev 5 :6 )  Co a to n e  fo r  s in  ( 1 :5 )  so 
c h a t s in n e rs  may wash t h e i r  ro b e s  in  H is  b lo o d  ( 7 : 1 4 ) .  A l l  v i c t o r y  
o ve r s in  is  p re d ic a te d  upon th e  c r o s s .
3. W ashing i s  seen in  S c r ip tu r e  as a c o o p e r a t iv e  a c t ,  i n v o l ­
v in g  b o th  th e  w ork o f  man (see  p re v io u s  s e c t io n )  and Che w ork o f  God. 
" I  ba th ed  you w ith  w a te r and -washed . . . you " (E ze k  1 6 :9 ) ;  " t h a t  he 
m ig h t s a n c t i f y  h e r , h a v in g  c le a n s e d  h e r by che w a s h in g  o f  w a te r w ith  
che w ord" (Eph 5 :2 6 ) .  M an 's  w ork is  to  come to  C h r is t  th ro u g h  re p e n ­
ta n c e  fo r  c le a n s in g  (a s  a r e s u l t  o f  G od's i n i t i a t i v e ) ,  -wh ile  C h r i s t 's  
w ork  is  to  f o r g iv e  3nd c le a n s e  th ro u g h  H is  a to n in g  s a c r i f i c e .
J. He c lo th e s  che s a in ts  in  Che f in e  l i n e n — " i t  was g ra n te d  
h e r cc be c io th e d "  ( 1 9 : 3 ) .  C lo th in g  the  s a in ts  in  the  robe  o f  
r ig h te o u s n e s s  i s  a d iv in e  f u n c t io n .  " I  sw athed you in  f in e  l in e n  and 
co ve re d  you w ith  s i l k " :  " y o u r  b e a u ty  . . . was p e r f e c t  th ro u g h  Che
s p le n d o r  w h ich  1 had bestow ed  upon y o u " (Ezek 1 6 :1 0 , 1 4 ); "he  has
co ve red  me w ith  th e  ro b e  o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s "  ( Is a  6 1 :1 0 ;  c f .  Lk 1 5 :2 2 ) .
The f ig u r e  o f  Che w h ite  robe  u s u a l ly  a p p l ie s  Co Che r ig h te o u s  
c h a ra c te r  o f  C h r is t  Im p u te d  to  th e  s in n e r ,  r e s u l t in g  in  p e r fe c t io n  ana 
s p le n d o r  (Ezek * 6 : 1 4 ;  Zph 5 :2 7 ) .  Rev 1 9 :3 , h o w e v e r, s ta te s  c h a t che 
f in e  l in e n  is  th e  r ig h t e o u s  deeds o f  che s a in t s .  S in c e  t h i s  is  g ra n te d  
to  th e  3 r id e  by C h r is t  ( i b i d . ) ,  i t  fo l lo w s  t h a t  He empowers th e  s a in ts
Reproduced with permission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout permission.
to  do r ig h te o u s  d eeds. The f ig u r e  o f  th e  ro b e  is  th u s  b roadened  to  
in d u c e  th e  im p a rte d  c h a ra c te r  o f  C h r is t .  T h is  does n o t deny th e  
P a u lin e  d o c t r in e  o f  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  , b u t su g g e s ts  th a t  a t ra n s fo rm e d  l i f e  
is  th e  p ro p e r r e s u l t  o f  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ;  b e l ie v e r s  a re  c re a te d  fo r  
d i v i n e l y  p re p a re d  good w orks (Eph 2 : 1 0 ) . “  We have m e n tio n e d  th a t  th e
r ig h te o u s n e s s  re q u ire d  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  is  f i d e l i t y  to  C h r is t  in  s p i t e
o f  p e rs e c u t io n  and d e a th ;  t h i s  f i d e l i t y ,  th e n ,  i s  a c h ie v e d  o n ly  th ro u g h  
C h r i s t 's  k e e p in g  power (3 :1 0 )  and th ro u g h  u n io n  w i th  Him (see  n e x t 
s e c t io n ) .  R igh teo us  c h a r a c te r ,  th e n ,  is  a j o i n t  e nd ea vo r o f  th e  d iv in e  
and hum an.
E y e s a lv e . The L a o d ic e a n s  need e y e s a lv e  from  C h r is t  to  cu re  
t h e i r  b lin d n e s s  w h ich  has l e f t  them u n a b le  to  see th e m s e lv e s  53 th e y  
r e a l l y  a re  ( 3 :1 7 ) .  The e y e s a lv e  w ou ld  e n a b le  them  to  see th e  v is io n  o f  
C h r is t  (1 :1 3 -1 6 )  and th e  e ye s  " l i k e  a fla m e  o f  f i r e "  ( v .  1a : 2 :1 3 ) ,
w h ic h  w ould  la y  bare  t h e i r  h y p o c r is y .  When one has seen C h r i s t , he is
a b le  to  see h im s e lf  in  h is  need and to  come to  C h r is t  f o r  t r u e  r ic h e s .
" Open th e  d o o r"
7ne n a tu re  o f  u n io n  w ith  C h r is t  w h ich  r e s u l t s  in  th e  d e v e lo p ­
m ent o f  r ig h te o u s  c h a ra c te r  i s  d e s c r ib e d  in  th e  f ig u r e  o f  th e  k n o c k in g  
C h r is t  :
"B e h o ld ,  I  s ta n d  a t th e  d oo r and k n o c k ; i f  any one h e a rs  my v o ic e  
and opens the  d o o r, I  w i l l  come in  to  nim  and e a t w ith  h im , and he 
w ith  me" ( 3 :2 0 ) .
S e v e ra l p r in c ip le s  emerge from  th e  sym b o lism  used h e re .
See Lensk i . R e v e la t io n . p p . 5a2 -5 a 3 and Hoeksem a, B eho ld  He 
Com eth. p . 613.
“ M ounce, R e v e la t io n ,  p . 3a0-
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F i r s t ,  th e  d iv in e -h u m a n  r e la t io n s h ip  is  i n i t i a t e d  by God. H is
s e a rc h  fo r  man i s  p r io r  to  m an 's  s e a rc h  fo r  H im. Man f in d s  God b y
re s p o n d in g  to  H is  o v e r tu r e s .
S econd , C h r is t  re s p e c ts  human fre e d o m . He s ta n d s  o u ts id e  th e
d o o r .  He does n o t fo rc e  an e n tra n c e  th o u g h  He has c o m p le te  r i g h t s  to
d o m in io n  o ve r man th ro u g h  c r e a t io n  ( 4 :1 1 )  and re d e m p tio n  ( 5 : 9 - 1 0 ) .  He 
re s p e c ts  th e  r i g h t  o f  e m in e n t dom ain  w ith  w h ich  He has endowed each  
i n d i v i d u a l ,  and w i l l  n o t c ro s s  th e  c i r c l e  o f  p r iv a c y  ’w ith o u t  p e rm is ­
s io n .  He re c o g n iz e s  th a t  th e re  can be no c h a r a c te r  d eve lo pm e n t w i t h o u t
c h o ic e - m a k in g .
T h i r d ,  C h r is t  does n o t re m a in  w i th o u t  s p e c ia l p e r m is s io n .  I t  
i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  th e  s i n f u l  n a tu re  r e a s s e r ts  i t s e i f  so t h a t  He m ust ask  
f o r  re a d m is s io n  e v e ry  d a y . I t  i s  c e r t a in  th a t  L ao d icea  had once 
a d m it te d  Him in  th e  p a s t— s in c e  i t  i s  a b a c k s lid d e n  c h u rc h — b u t  f a i l e d  
to  re a d m it  H im . So g re a t  i s  H is  r e s p e c t  fo r  human c h o ic e  t h a t  He does
n o t a c c e p t any c h o ic e  as f i n a l  b u t  r e q u i r e s  c o n s ta n t r e a f f i r m a t io n  o f
th e  d e c is io n .  He has to  be u rged  to  come in  (L k  2 4 :2 8 -2 9 ) .
F o u r th ,  th e  o c c u p a n t m ust h e a r H is  v o ic e  b e fo re  he can open th e  
d o o r (R e v . 3 :2 0 ; c f .  2 2 ) .  How does one hea r?  The v o ic e  o f  C h r is t  
( h e re  e q u a te d  w ith  t h a t  o f  th e  S p i r i t )  i s  found  in  th e  w r i t t e n  m essages 
to  th e  c h u rc h e s . I t  m ust be re a d  to  be hea rd  ( 1 : 3 ) .  The kn ock  and th e  
c a l l  o f  C h r is t  a re  hea rd  in  th e  W ord.
F i f t h , th e  o c c u p a n t m ust open th e  d o o r .  Th is  ta k e s  human w i l l  
and a c t io n .  The w ork o f  c h a r a c t e r - b u i ld in g  i s  a i iv in e -n u m a n  e n t e r ­
p r i s e ,  a c o m b in a t io n  o f  d iv in e  power w ith  human e f f o r t .  W ith o u t Him we 
c a n n o t (Jn 1 5 :5 ) ;  w i th o u t  us He w i l l  n o t .
S ix t h ,  th e  m eal w h ich  C h r is t  d e s ire d  to  share was th e  d e ip n o n .
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-he l e i s u r e l y  e v e n in g  meal 'rfien "h e re  was t im e  fo r  u n l im i te d  and u n h u r­
r ie d  fe l lo w s n ip  to g e th e r .  The p re m ise  i s  o f  in t im a te  f r ie n d s h ip  w i t h
■t
C h r is t  . The f ig u r e  is  d e s ig n e d  to  show th e  need fo r  an u n h u r r ie d ,  
m e a n in g fu l d e v o t io n a l  l i f e  w i th  C h r is t .
"He '<*10 c o n q u e rs "
R ig h te o u s  c h a r a c te r  is  d e ve lo p e d  th ro u g h  c o n q u e r in g .  The word 
conquer ( n ik a o )  in  i t s  d i f f e r e n t  fo rm s a p p e a rs  se ve n te e n  t im e s ,  s h o w in g  
how v i t a l  t h i s  c o n c e p t i s  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e .
What a re  th e  fo e s  to  be co nq ue re d?  F i r s t  th e re  is  s in  in  th e
s a in t s ,  th e  most p ro m in e n t b e in g  a p o s ta s y  from  C h r is t  as seen in  f i v e  
o f  th e  seven c h u rc h e s . Fear o f  d e a th  m ust a ls o  be overcom e (2 :1 0 )
3in c e  many o f  th e  s a in t s  w i l l  become m a r ty rs  ( 6 : ' 1 ) .  The s a in ts  m ust
overcome th e  a c c u s a t io n s  o f  S a tan  (1 2 :1 0 )  who accuses them o f  s in  (as  
in  Job 1 : 9 f .  and Zech 3 : 1 ) .  They m ust co n q u e r che b e a s t and i t s  im age 
and th e  number o f  i t s  name (Rev 1 5 :2 ) .  The e x p re s s io n  "h e  who
c o n q u e rs " in  th e  a b s o lu te  sense ( i . e . ,  w i th  no d i r e c t  o b je c t )  o c c u rs  
e ig h t  t im e s  in  th e  book ( in  th e  l e t t e r s  and in  2 1 :7 ) .
V ic t o r y  in  tw o s ta g e s . The v i c t o r y  o f  th e  s a in ts  r e s t s  upon 
th e  p r io r  v i c t o r y  o f  C h r is t  w h ich  He a c h ie v e s  in  two s ta g e s :  a t  th e
c ro s s  and a t  th e  e s c h a to n  . -
The c r o s s .  The d e c is iv e  v i c t o r y  o v e r Satan was a c h ie v e d  a t  th e  
c ro s s .  "The  L io n  o f  th e  t r i b e  o f  Judah . . . has c o n q u e re d " b y  d y in g
as a Lamb ( 5 : 5 - 6 ) .  H is  d e a th  fre e d  th e  c a p t iv e s  from  s in  ( 1 : 5 )  and
3 a r c ia y ,  R e v e la t io n , 186 -187 .
“ Aune , " S t .  J o h n 's  P o r t r a i t , "  p . 139-
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p a id  che p r ic e  o f  t h e i r  ransom  '5 : 9 ) .  H is b lo o d  made p o s s ib le  c o n s ta n t 
c le a n s in g  from  s in  ( 7 : 1 4 ;  2 2 : 14)  and v i c t o r y  o ve r th e  a c c u s a t io n s  o f
Satan ( 1 2 :1 1 ) .  By H is  d e a th  and r e s u r r e c t io n ,  C h r is t  co nq ue re d  dea th  
i t s e l f  '1 :1 7 - 1 8 )  .
C h r i s t 's  v i c t o r y  a t  th e  c ro s s  was so d e c is iv e  t h a t  i t  a f fe c te d  
n o t o n ly  th e  f u tu r e  b u t  th e  p a s t .  I t  went in t o  e f f e c t  p r o l e p t i c a l l y  a t  
th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  th e  ’w o r ld , and hence has been a v a i la b le  to  a l l  men 
s in c e  th e  f a l l .  Jesus was th e  Lamb s la in  from  th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  the
w o r ld  ( 1 3 : 8 ) .  1 The names o f  th e  e le c t  were w r i t t e n  in  th e  booic o f  l i f e
from  th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  th e  w o r ld  ( 1 7 :8 ) .  The g o s p e l o f  th e  c ro s s  is  
th u s  "an e te r n a l  g o s p e l"  ( 1 4 :6 ) .
The c ro s s  le d  to  th e  e x a l t a t io n  and r e ig n  o f  C h r i s t .  The C h ild  
o f  th e  woman, whom th e  d ragon  t r i e d  to  d e s t r o y  ( a t  th e  c r o s s )  was 
c a u g h t up to  God and H is  th ro n e  ( 1 2 :4 - 5 ) .  T h rough  th e  c ro s s ,  
s a lv a t io n ,  th e  k ingdom  o f  God, and th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  C h r is t  came (1 2 :1 0 ) 
and Satan was c a s t o u t ( i b i d . ,  Jn 1 2 :3 1 -3 2 ) .
The e s c h a to n . C h r i s t 's  v i c t o r y  a t  th e  c ro s s  a s s u re s  f i n a l
v i c t o r y  a t  th e  e s c h a to n .  The c ro s s  was th e  d e c is iv e  b a t t l e — "D -D a y "—  
th ou gh  th e  war m ust c o n t in u e  u n t i l  "V -D a y "— V ic to r y  Day. Hope fo r  th e  
fu tu r e  can now be s u p p o r te d  by f a i t h  in  the  p a s t , s in c e  th e  c ro s s  is  
th e  g u a ra n te e  o f  f u t u r e  t r iu m p h . -  The c h u rc h  l i e s  in  te n s io n  between
The Greek a l lo w s  t h i s  r e n d e r in g ,  as w e l l  as t h a t  th e  names
have been w r i t t e n  in  th e  book o f  l i f e  s in c e  th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  th e
w o r ld .
“ O s c a r C u llm a n  . C h r i s t  and T im e : T he  P r i m i t i v e  C h r i s t i a n
C o n c e p tio n  o f  T im e and H is t o r y ,  t r a n s .  F lo y d  7. F i ls o n  (London : 3CM
P re s s ’, '9 4 6 ) ,  p p . 34. 3 6 -8 7 .
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-h e  h i s t o r i c a l  v i c t o r y  o f  C h r is t  and H is  u l t im a t e  v i c t o r y . ‘ 3ecause He 
conquered  a t  th e  c ro s s  (Rev 1 2 :1 1 ) , C h r is t  goes f o r t h  l i k e  a r id e r  on a 
w n ite  h o rse  "c o n q u e r in g  and to  c o n q u e r"  ( 6 : 2 ) .  In the  f i n a l  b a t t l e ,  
when th e  b e a s t and th e  ten  k in g s  make war on th e  Lamb, " th e  Lamb w i l l  
co nq ue r th e m , fo r  he is  Lord  o f  lo r d s  and K in g  o f  k in g s "  ( 1 7 :1 4 ) .
How th e  s a in t s  c o n q u e r . The s a in t s  co nq ue r by p a r t i c ip a t i n g  in
and a p p r o p r ia t in g  C h r i s t 's  v i c t o r y  to  th e m s e lv e s  th ro u g h  c o n n e c t io n
w ith  Him ( 3 :2 1 ;  1 7 :1 « ) .
V ic t o r y  a t  th e  c r o s s .  The s a in t s  a c h ie v e  v i c t o r y  th ro u g h  a
backw ard  lo o k  a t  th e  c r o s s :
1. V ic to r y  o ve r s in .  The s a in t s  b e g in  t h e i r  w a r fa re  w ith  th e  
a c c o m p lis h e d  f a c t  o f  C h r i s t 's  v i c t o r y .  H is  d e a th — H is  b lo o d — fre e d
them  fl-om bondage to  s in  ( 1 :5 )  as a s la v e  is  f re e d  from  a m a s te r .  Now
th e y  a re  f r e e  to  s e rv e  C h r is t  ( c f .  Hem 6 :1 7 -1 3 ) .  L e g a lly  th e y  a re  f r e e
from  s in ,  b u t e x p e r i e n t i a l l y  th e y  s t i l l  have to  overcom e i t  on a con ­
t in u in g  b a s is  (ho n ik o n  means "h e  who keeps on c o n q u e r in g " ) .  7nus
C h r is t  commands them to  re p e n t and c o n q u e r. In  the  l e t t e r s  to  th e  
c h u rc h e s  may be seen th e  same te n s io n  betw een th e  in d ic a t iv e  ("H e  has 
fre e d  us fhom our s in s " )  and th e  im p e r a t iv e  ( "R e p e n t , "  "Do th e  f i r s t  
w o rk s " )  as is  found in  th e  P a u lin e  w r i t i n g s . "  The in d ic a t iv e  in v o lv e s  
th e  a lr e a d y  a cc o m p lis h e d  v i c t o r y  o v e r  s i n ;  th e  im p e ra t iv e  in v o lv e s  th e  
e x h o r ta t io n  to  l i v e  o u t  t h a t  v i c t o r y .  Obeying th e  im p e ra t iv e  r e q u i r e s  
e f f o r t ,  b u t  th e  e f f o r t  is  in  u n io n  w i th  d iv in e  p ow e r: C h r is t  is  w ith  
H is  c h u rc h e s  (Hev 2 : 1 ) ;  th e  "se ven  s p i r i t s  o f  Cod" g iv e  l i f e  to  a d y in g  
c h u rc h  ( 3 : 1 - 2 ) :  C h r is t  comes in  to  th e  one who opens the  door ( 3 : 2 0 ) .
H i s s i , "K e ry g m a ,"  p . 16. “ L a d d . T h e o lo g y  o f  NT. p p . 324 -525 -
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The q u e s t io n  o f te n  a r is e s  as to  w h e th e r th e  s a in t s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  
th o se  o f  th e  l a s t  d a y s , w i l l  e ve r a c h ie v e  t o t a l  v i c t o r y  o ve r s in  in  
t h i s  l i f e .  Or w i l l  th e y  be saved in  a s i n f u l  s t a t e ,  co ve re d  by th e  
im pu ted  m e r i t s  o f  C h r is t?
I t  i s  c le a r  from  th e  A p oca lypse  th a t  o n ly  th o s e  'who conque r s in  
w i l l  r e c e iv e  th e  b le s s in g s  o f  e te r n a l  l i f e  ( 2 :7 ,  11, 26 , e t c . ) .  The
s a in ts  to  'whom J o h n 's  book is  a d d re s s e d , -whether o f  h is  day o r o u r s ,
are  to  l i v e  in  an a d v e r s a r ia l  r e la t io n s h ip  to  s in .  They can n e ve r
re a c h  an accom m odation  w ith  i t .  They a re  to  c o n q u e r i t .
Do th e y  e v e r a c h ie v e  f i n a l  v i c t o r y  o v e r i t  in  t h i s  l i f e ?  Can
th e y  e ve r sa y , " I  have  c o n q u e re d : th e re  is  no more s in  in  my l i f e " ?  In  
th e  R e v e la t io n , o n ly  Jesus has conquered  in  th e  a b s o lu te  sense ( 3 :2 1 ;
5 : 5 ) .  The p re s e n t c o n t in u o u s  te n se  o f  th e  G reek in d ic a te s  t h a t  th e
s a in ts  "k e e p  on c o n q u e r in g "  ( 2 :7 ,  11, e t c . ;  2 1 : 7 ) ,  even u n t i l  th e  t im e  
•when the  seven l a s t  p la g u e s  a re  b e in g  poured  o u t ( 1 5 :2 ) .  T h is  i n d i ­
c a te s  t h a t  th e y  can n e ve r la y  down th e  w a r fa re  a g a in s t  s in  in  t h i s
l i f e .  They a re  a lw a ys  to  be c o n q u e r in g  th e  s i n f u l  n a tu re  w i th in  (a s  in  
th e  messages to  th e  c h u rc h e s )  and th e  enemy w i th o u t  ( 1 2 :1 1 ) .  C n ly when 
th e y  have la id  down t h e i r  l i v e s  in  d e a th  ( 1 2 : 11 ) o r s i t  down -w ith  
C h r is t  on  H is  th ro n e  (3 :2 1 )  can th e y  c la im  f i n a l  v i c t o r y  ( in d ic a te d  b y  
th e  a o r is t  te n se  o f  th e  v e rb  c o n q u e r .)
2 . V ic to r y  o v e r th e  a c c u s e r .  T h rough  C h r i s t 's  v i c t o r y  a t  th e
c ro s s ,  th e  s a in ts  overcom e th e  a c c u s a t io n s  o f  th e  d e v i l  ( 12 : 10- 11) .
The 3in s  o f  w h ich  he accuses them have a l l  been a toned  fo r  a t th e
c ro s s . He has no case a g a in s t  them .
3- V ic to r y  th ro u g h  m a rty rd o m . The s a in ts  overcom e Satan
Reproduced with permission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout permission.
155
th ro u g h  u n i t in g  w ith  C h r is t  in  H is  d e a th . Many a re  d e s t in e d  to  be 
s la in  (6 :1 1 )  as He was s la in  ( 5 : 6 ) .  But " th e y  have co n q u e re d  [S a ta n ] 
by  th e  b lo o d  o f  th e  Lamb and b y  th e  word o f  t h e i r  te s t im o n y ,  f o r  th e y  
lo v e d  n o t t h e i r  l i v e s  even u n to  d e a th "  ( 1 2 :1 1 ) .  The v ie w  o f  th e  Lam b's 
s a c r i f i c e  fo r  them e n a b le s  them to  lo v e  Him more th a n  t h e i r  own l i v e s
( i b i d . ) ,  g iv in g  co u rag e  f o r  m a r ty rd o m . F u r th e rm o re , th e  c h u rc h  under 
p e rs e c u t io n  re c e iv e s  s p e c ia l  h e lp :  th e  woman is  g iv e n  e a g le s ' ’w ing s  to
bea r her to  th e  w ild e rn e s s  to  be n o u r is h e d  o f  God ( 1 2 :1 3 ) .  E a g le s ' 
•wings r e p re s e n t  th e  s u p p o r t in g  power o f  God: " I  b o re  you on e a g le s '
w ing s  and b ro u g h t you to  m y s e l f "  (Ex 1 9 :^ ) ;  " L ik e  an e a g le  . . . b e a r­
in g  them on i t s  p in io n s ,  th e  Lo rd  a lo n e  d id  le a d  h im " (D t 3 2 :1 1 -1 2 ) :
"T hey wno w a it  fo r  th e  Lord  s h a l l  renew  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h ,  th e y  s h a l l  
m ount up w ith  w ings  l i k e  e a g le s "  ( Is a  HO: 2 1 ) . God im p a r ts  s p e c ia l
g ra ce  and s u p p o r t fo r  H is  p e rs e c u te d  s a in t s .
The fo l lo w e r s  o f  th e  Lamb choose  the  way o f  th e  Lamb in  a s e l f -  
s a c r i f i c e  w h ich  a lo n e  can overcom e th e  p r in c ip le  o f  s e l f is h n e s s  and s in  
t h a t  d o m in a te s  th e  w o r l d . 1 T h e ir  d e a th  is  n o t lo s s ,  b u t v i c t o r y .  le t  
in  a b ro a d e r se nse , e v e ry  d i s c i p le  o f  Jesus m ust in  p r i n c i p l e  be a
m a r ty r .  He must be re a d y  to  la y  down h is  l i f e  fo r  h is  f a i t h :  he must
c
ta k e  up th e  c ro s s  (Mk 3 :3 ^ :  Mt 1 0 : 3 8 ) . “
Thus th e  c ro s s  g iv e s  th e  s a in ts  v i c t o r y  o ve r s in ,  S a ta n , and
d ea th  .
E s c h a to lo g ic a l  v i c t o r y .  The S e v e la to r  has a u n iq u e  way o f  
d e m o n s tra t in g  th a t  th e  e s c h a to lo g ic a l  v i c t o r y  i s  a lr e a d y  won by C h r is t ,  
n e e d in g  o n ly  to  be a p p ro p r ia te d  by th e  s a in t s .  In a p a t t e r n  th a t
* ?
Mounce , " C h r is t o lo g y * "  p . rO . " - a d d ,  R e v e x a t io n , p .
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re c u rs  th ro u g h o u t th e  book, he p ic t u r e s  th e  e m b a tt le d  s a in t s — s t i l l
s t r u g g l in g  w i th  A n t i c h r i s t  th ro u g h  th e  t r i b u l a t i o n  and p la g u e s — as 
se cu re  in  C h r is t  (Rev ’ 1 :1 ) ,  r e f l e c t i n g  H is  image (1*4 :1 , J-5  ) .  s in g in g  
songs o f  t r iu m p h  ( 1 5 :2 - 3 ) .  c r y in g  H a l le lu ja h  ( 1 9 :1 - 3 ) .  and sw e e p in g
th ro u g h  th e  s k ie s  as c o n q u e r in g  a rm ie s  C19 : 1^—1 5 ).
7ne f i n a l  war between th e  Lamb and th e  b e a s t ,  and th e  fo l lo w e r s
o f  e a ch , i s  p ic tu r e d  in  te rm s  o f  th e  h o ly  c i t y  under a t t a c k  by th e  
a rm ies  o f  th e  b e a s t .  T h is  p ic t u r e  em erges m ost c l e a r l y  in  c h a p te r  2 0 , 
when a t th e  end o f  th e  thousand  y e a rs  S a tan  le a d s  th e  n a t io n s  o f  e a r th  
to  b a t t le  a g a in s t  " t h e  camp o f  th e  s a in ts  and th e  b e lo v e d  c i t y "  
C w . 3 - 9 ) .  T ha t b a t t l e  is  b u t a c o n t in u a t io n  o f  th e  w a r fa re  p re c e d in g  
th e  second a d v e n t.  A t th e  end o f  th e  m il le n n iu m  th e  s a in t s  a re  l i t ­
e r a l l y  p re s e n t  in  a l i t e r a l  c i t y  s u rro u n d e d  by l i t e r a l  a rm ie s ;  b e fo re  
th e  m il le n n iu m  th e y  a re  s p i r i t u a l l y  p re s e n t  in  a s p i r i t u a l  c i t y  s u r ­
rounded  by s p i r i t u a l  a rm ie s . The " w a r f a r e "  in v o lv e s  p e r s e c u t io n  o ve r 
the  is s u e  o f  w o rs h ip  (1 3 :1 5 ; 1 4 :7 ) .  B u t though  th e  s a in t s  a re  o u t ­
w a rd ly  p e rs e c u te d ,  th e y  a re  s p i r i t u a l l y  s a fe  w ith  th e  Lamb in  th e  c i t y ,  
each s u c c e s s iv e  e s c h a to lo g ic a l  e v e n t w itn e s s e s  t h e i r  t r iu m p h .
Rev 11, a p re v ie w  o f  th e  p ro p h e c ie s  to  f o l lo w ,  i l l u s t r a t e s  
C ohn's c o n c e p t o f  a c c o m p lis h e d  v i c t o r y .  Here th e  G e n t i le  h o rd e s  in v a d e  
and tra m p le  o v e r th e  h o ly  c i t y ,  r e a c h in g  as fa r  as th e  o u te r  c o u r t ,  b u t 
are u n a b le  to  p e n e tra te  th e  te m p le  ( n a o s , in n e r  s h r i n e ) , w h ic h  has been 
m easured o f f  fo r  p r o te c t io n  ( w .  ’ - 2 ) .  The t r a m p lin g  o f  th e  te m p le
and c i t y  f o r  f o r t y - t w o  m onths i s  a f i g u r e  o f  A n t i c h r i s t ' s  p e r s e c u t io n
M e a s u r in g  means s e t t i n g  a p a r t  f o r  e i t h e r  p r o t e c t i o n  
le c h  2 :1 - 5 ;  Ezek ^ 0 -^ 3 )  o r d e s t r u c t io n  12 Si 21 : 13—i u t Is a  3u t 11 :
L ad d , R e v e la t io n . p p . 1 5 1 -1 5 2 ).
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3i' che s a in ts  {Dan 3 : 14; ” : 25; Rev 13*5—7 ) .  L ik e  the  se a l upon th e
fo re n e a d s  o f  th e  s a in t s  ( 7 : 2 - 3 ) ,  th e  m e a s u r in g  o f  th e  te m p le  s y m b o liz e s  
s e c u r i t y  a g a in s t  s p i r i t u a l  danger , b u t n o t im m u n ity  from  p e rs e c u t io n  
and m a rty rd o m . The enemy may "c o n q u e r "  th e  s a in t s  ( th e  w itn e s s e s  a re  
k i l l e d — 1 1 :7 ; c f .  * 3 :7 ) ,  b u t he c a n n o t to u c h  t h e i r  r e a l  source  o f  l i f e  
in  C h r is t  ( th e  w itn e s s e s  a re  r a is e d  and ascend  to  heaven— 1 1 :1 1 -1 2 ) .  
The in n e r  s h r in e  o f  th e  te m p le , s y m b o liz in g  G od 's  u n io n  ’w ith  H is
p e o p le , re m a in s  i n v i o l a t e .
The same p a t te r n  is  seen in  c h a p te rs  13 and 14. U n d e r ly in g  th e  
c o n f l i c t  betw een th e  b e a s t and th e  s a in t s  i s  th e  f ig u r e  o f  a s a n c tu a ry  
(1 3 :6 )  and c i t y  ( 1 4 :2 0 )  under a t t a c k  by th e  b e a s t and h is  h o rd e s  o f  
c a v a lr y  ( i b i d . ;  c f .  9 :1 6 ; 19 :1 8 - 1 9 ) .  W h ile  th e  b e a s t i s  a t ta c k in g  th e  
3 a in ts  w ith  econom ic  s a n c t io n s  and th e  d e a th  d e c re e  (1 3 :1 7 , 1 5 ), and
p la c in g  h is  m ark upon a l l  who d w e l l  on e a r th  ( 1 3 :8 ) ,  th e  144 ,000  s a in t s  
a re  s ta n d in g  w i th  th e  Lamb upon Mount Z ion  ( 1 4 :1 )  s a fe  from  d e f i le m e n t  
( v .  •»). A n t i c h r i s t  may conquer t h e i r  b o d ie s  by s la y in g  them  ( 1 3 :7 ;
2 0 :4 ) ,  b u t t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  ’w ith  th e  Lamb is  un touched  and unde­
f i l e d .  ~
The s a in t s  a re  n e x t seen im m e d ia te ly  p r i o r  to  th e  o u tp o u r in g  o f  
th e  seven l a s t  p la g u e s  ( 1 5 :2 - 6 ) .  P h y s ic a l ly  th e y  s u f fe r  h unge r and
t h i r s t  and a re  a b o u t to  w itn e s s  th e  s c o rc h in g  h e a t o f  th e  fo u r th  p la g u e  
( 7 :1 6 ) .  They a re  s t i l l  c o n q u e r in g  th e  b e a s t and i t s  im a g e '— f i n a l
G a ir d , R e v e la t io n , p . 132; M ounce , R e v e la t io n , pp . 2 *9 -2 2 0 .
^The b a t t le  c o n c lu d e s  a t  th e  p a ro u s ia  ( 2 0 : 14 ) ,  when th e  a rm ie s  
o u ts id e  th e  c i t y  a re  d e s tro y e d , w i th  b lo o d  f lo w in g  up to  th e  h o rs e s ' 
b r id le s  ( v . 2 0 ) .
'T h e  G reek o f  15 :2  i s  to u s  n ik o n t a s . th e  p re s e n t c o n tin u o u s  as 
o ccu rs  e ls e w h e re  in  th e  book.
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v i c t o r y  has c o t y e t come. But s p i r i t u a l l y  th e y  a re  s ta n d in g  on th e  sea 
o f  g la s s  (1 5 :2 )  b e fo re  th e  th ro n e  o f  God ( 4 :6 )  in  th e  h o ly  c i t y ,  s in g ­
in g  the  song o f  Ifoses and th e  Lamb in  g r a t i t u d e  fo r  G o d 's  judgm ents  
( 15: 3- 4 ) •
When th e  b e a s t and te n  Ic ings make war on th e  Lamb ( 1 7 :1 3 - 1 4 ) ,  
th e  s a in ts  a re  " w i t h  h im " as He c o n q u e rs  ( v .  1 4 ).
The " g r e a t  m u l t i t u d e  in  h eaven " ( 1 9 :1 - 3 ) ,  r e j o i c i n g  o ve r the  
d o w n fa l l  o f  th e  h a r lo t  ( v .  2 ) i s  s t i l l  th e  s a in t s ,  as th e  d e s c r ip t io n  
o f  them i n d i c a t e s . '  The d o w n fa l l  o f  th e  h a r lo t  3 a b y lo n  ( 1 9 :2 )  o ccu rs  
a t  th e  t im e  o f  th e  s e v e n th  p la g u e  (1 6 :1 9 ;  c f .  c h a p te rs  17 and 1 8 ) ,  j u s t  
p r io r  to  the  second a d v e n t o f  C h r is t  ( 1 9 :1 1 - 1 6 ) .  The s a in t s ,  p h y s i­
c a l l y  s t i l l  on e a r th ,  a re  s p i r i t u a l l y  in  heaven p r a is in g  God.
F i n a l l y , a t  th e  c lim a x  o f  th e  b a t t l e — th e  p a ro u s ia  i t s e l f —  
C h r is t  a t  th e  head o f  th e  a rm ie s  o f  heaven c o n f r o n ts  th e  a rm ie s  o f
e a r th  under th e  le a d e r s h ip  o f  th e  b e a s t and th e  k in g s  o f  e a r th  
(1 9 :1 1 , 14, 19) .  Those w i th  th e  Lamb in  t h i s  w a r fa r e ,  as in d ic a te d  in
1 7 :1 4 , a re  th e  s a in t s .  T h e ir  c lo t h in g ,  th e  " f i n e  l i n e n ,  ’w h ite  and 
p u re " a ls o  i d e n t i f i e s  them as s a in t s  ( v v .  ’ 4 and 3 ) . ^  W h ile  in  a c tu ­
a l i t y  th e  s a in ts  a re  on e a r th  a w a it in g  t r a n s la t i o n  and r e s u r r e c t io n  
(1 Th 4 :1 6 -1 7 ) ,  s p i r i t u a l l y  th e y  a re  w ith  C h r is t  on th e  w in n in g  s id e ,
’The word m u l t i t u d e  (G re e k , o c h lo s ) in  th e  New T e s ta m e n t a lw ays 
in d ic a te s  p e o p le  (a s  i n  7 : 9 ) ;  a n g e ls  a re  c a l le d  m y r ia d s  ( 5 :1 1 ) .  S im i­
l a r l y  s e rv a n ts  ( 1 9 :5 )  a re  th e  s a in ts  ( 1 : 1 ;  2 :2 0 ;  7 :3 ;  1 0 :7 : 11 :18 ;
1 5 :3 ; 1 9 :2 ; 2 2 :3 .  6 ) ;  th e  a n g e l c a l le d  h im s e l f  a f e l lo w  s e rv a n t  (G reek, 
s y n d o u lo s , 1 9 :1 0 ; 2 2 :9 ) .  Those who fe a r  'God ( 1 9 :5 )  a re  a lw a ys  p eop le
( 1 : 1 7 ;  1 4 : 7 ;  1 5 : 4 )  as a re  th e  " s m a ll  and g r e a t , "  w h ich  i s  a compre­
h e n s iv e  d e s ig n a t io n  fo r  men (1 1 :1 8 ;  1 3 :1 6 ; 1 9 :1 3 ; 2 0 :1 2 ) .  The sound o f
many w a te rs  ( 19 :6 )  can a ls o  a p p ly  to  th e  s a in t s  ( 1 4 : 2 - 3 ) .
'T h e  " p u r e ,  b r ig h t  l in e n "  th a t  a n g e ls  wear i s  l in o n  (1 5 :6 )  
r a th e r  th a n  b ysso s  ( 1 9 :8 ,  1 4 ) .
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sw eep ing  th ro u g h  th e  s k ie s  on w h ite  h o rs e s  in  tr iu m p h  o v e r t h e i r  
enem ies .
In c h a p te r  7 th e  p a t t e r n  is  s im i la r  , b u t w ith  a s l i g h t  v a r ia ­
t i o n .  Ch th e  eve o f  th e  g re a t  t r i b u l a t i o n ,  when th e  w ind s  o f  s t r i f e  
a re  a b o u t to  be l e t  lo o s e  p e n d in g  th e  s e a l in g  o f  th e  s a in t s  ( w .  1 -3 ) ,  
John s u d d e n ly  sees them b e fo re  th e  th r o n e ,  a s c r ib in g  s a lv a t io n  to  God 
( w .  3 - 1 0 ; ,  h a v in g  s u c c e s s f u l ly  come th ro u g h  th e  g re a t  t r i b u l a t i o n
( v .  1 4 ) .  Here th e  v ie w  is  p r o l e p t i c , a lo o k  in t o  th e  f u tu r e  to  g iv e
co u rag e  fo r  th e  p re s e n t .  The s a in t s  a re  to  fa ce  th e  t r i b u l a t i o n  'w ith  
th e  a ssu ra n ce  th a t  th e y  w i l l  come th ro u g h  t r iu m p h a n t ly .  W h ile  e n te r in g  
th e  t r i b u l a t i o n ,  th e y  a re  to  see th e m s e lv e s  as h a v in g  come o u t o f  i t .
C e r ta in  im p l ic a t io n s  can be drawn from  th e  u n u s u a l p a t t e r n  th e  
R e v e la to r  uses to  d e s c r ib e  v i c t o r y :
1. T h is  p a t te r n  o f  v i c t o r y  in  th e  A p o ca lyp se  c o u ld  be c a l le d  
" v i c t o r y  by f a i t h . "  7ne s a in t s  c o n q u e r by lo o k in g  in  tw o  d i r e c t io n s :  
la )  to  C h r i s t 's  v i c t o r y  a t  th e  c ro s s  where S a tan  was d e c is iv e ly  
d e fe a te d ,  and (b )  to  th e  u l t im a t e  v i c t o r y  when C h r is t  d e s t r o y s  H is  fo e s  
3nd v in d ic a te s  H is  s a in t s . T h rough  i d e n t i f y in g  w ith  C h r i s t 's  two v i c ­
t o r i e s ,  p a s t and f u t u r e ,  th e  s a in t s  a c h ie v e  v i c t o r y  in  th e  p re s e n t .
2. The t r a i t  o f  " p a t ie n t  e n d u ra n c e ,"  so n e c e s s a ry  f o r  those  
e n d u r in g  p e r s e c u t io n ,  i s  u n d o u b te d ly  d e ve lo p e d  th ro u g h  th e  v is io n  o f  
v i c t o r y .  3 a rc la y  d e s c r ib e s  p a t ie n t  endu rance  as " th e  s p i r i t  w h ich  can 
bear t h in g s ,  n o t s im p ly  w i th  r e s ig n a t io n ,  b u t  w i th  b la z in g  hope, 
because i t  knows th a t  th e s e  t h in g s  a re  le a d in g  to  a g o a l o f  g lo r y . "  
The R e v e la to r  h im s e l f  had t h i s  u n d e rs ta n d in g  when he d e s c r ib e d  h im s e l f
'W ordbook. p . 50 .
Reproduced with permission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout permission.
•60
as s n a r in g  " th e  t r i b u l a t i o n  and th e  k in g d o m  and the  p a t ie n t  e n d u ra n c e "
: : :9 ) •
3. To be s p i r i t u a l l y  in  th e  h e a v e n ly  c i t y  w ith  C h r is t  d u r in g  
t h is  t r i b u l a t i o n  u n d o u b te d ly  means c h e r is h in g  and m a in ta in in g  th e  
s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  'w ith  C h r is t  by f e l lo w s h ip  ’w ith  Him (3 :2 0 )  th ro u g h  th e  
W ord.
4. The p a t t e r n  o f  v i c t o r y  i n  t h e  A p o c a ly p s e  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e  i s  
a n o t h e r  e x a m p le  o f  i n a u g u r a t e d  e s c h a t o l o g y  in  t h e  Sew T e s t a m e n t .  The 
b l e s s i n g s  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  s p i l l  i n t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  b ecau se  t h e  k in g d o m  o f  
God, w i t h  i t 3  c i t y  and t e m p l e ,  a r e  a l r e a d y  p r e s e n t  m  s p i r i t u a l  f o r m .
5. I t  i s  u n d o u b te d ly  th ro u g h  " v i c t o r y  by f a i t h "  t h a t  C h r is t  
f u l f i l l s  H is  p ro m is e  to  H is p e rs e c u te d  c h u rc h :  " I  w i l l  keep you fro m  
th e  h ou r o f  t r i a l  t h a t  is  com ing on th e  w ho le  w o r ld "  ( 3 : " 0 ) -  He does 
n o t ta k e  them o u t  o f  th e  t r i b u l a t i o n ,  b u t  He l i f t s  them up s p i r i t u a l l y  
to  the  h e a v e n ly  s p n e re  'w ith  H im s e lf .
E m b lem s o f  v i c t o r y :  th e  name I s r a e l . The 1 4 4 ,0 0 0  s e a le d
s a in ts  who come th ro u g h  th e  g re a t  t r i b u l a t i o n  bear th e  name o f  I s r a e l  
( 7 : 4 ,  m ) .  7 n a t name is  in t e r p r e t e d  to  mean J a c o b 's  v i c t o r y  w i t h  Cod: 
"You h ave  s t r i v e n  w i t h  Cod and w i t h  m en , and h ave  p r e v a i l e d "
^Gen 3 2 :2 8 ) ;  "He s t r o v e  w ith  th e  a n g e l and p re v a i le d "  (Hos 1 2 : 4 ) . '  As
Jacob in  h is  t im e  o f  t r o u b le  ( J e r  3 0 :7 )  . under t h r e a t  o f  d e a th
Gen 3 2 : 6 - 7 ) ,  o b ta in e d  v i c t o r y  by w e e p in g , s e e k in g  a b le s s in g ,  and
p r e v a i l in g  w i t h  th e  a n g e l (Hos 1 2 :4 ) ,  so th e  s a in ts  in  t h e i r  g re a t
The name I s r a e l  is  d e r iv e d  fro m  s a ra h , to  p e r s i s t ,  e x e r t  
a n e s e lf ,  p e rs e v e re  (G ssen ius , H ebrew  and E n g l is h  L e x ic o n , p .  375 , s . v .  
" I s r a e l " } .
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t r i b u la t i o n  o b ta in  v i c t o r y  th ro u g h  th e  p e r s is t e n t  s t r u g g le  w i th  God
w h ich  is s u e s  in  d iv in e  b le s s in g .
The crown ( S te p h a n o s ) . Most o f  th e  t im e s  in  th e  Mew T estam en t 
where th e  s te ph an o s  crow n i s  m e n tio n e d , i t  a p p l ie s  to  th e  e s c h a to lo g i -  
o a l g i f t  o f  God to  b e l i e v e r s . "  I t  -was o r i g i n a l l y  a g a r la n d  o f  le a v e s
o f  f lo w e rs  g iv e n  fo r  s p e c ia l  m e r i t  o r  a t ta in m e n t ,  as th e  s p o r ts -m in d e d
n
G reeks and Romans gave to  v ic t o r io u s  a t h l e t e s . '  L a te r  i t  became a
a
g o lden  r o y a l crown o f  p r in c e ly  a u t h o r i t y .  Jesus as C onquero r w ears 
th e  go lden  s te p h a n o s  (Rev 1 4 :1 4 ; c f .  6 : 2 ) . '  H is  p e o p le ,  as f e l l o w -  
c o n q u e ro rs , a re  a ls o  aw araed th e  s te p h a n o s , th o u g h  to  r e c e iv e  i t  th e y  
m ust p e rs e v e re , as m ara thon  ru n n e rs ,  to  th e  v e ry  e n d . They m ust h o ld
fa s t  to  th e  Word, o r  a n o th e r  may s e iz e  t h e i r  c row n  ( 3 :1 0 - 1 1 ) ;  th e y  m ust
be f a i t h f u l  a l l  th e  ’way to  d e a th  to  r e c e iv e  th e  crow n o f  l i f e  ( 2 : 1 0 ) .  
The c h u rc h  v i c t o r i o u s  is  d e s c r ib e d  as a woman c lo th e d  w ith  th e  su n , 
w i th  a crow n o f  tw e lv e  s ta r s  upon her head ( 1 2 :1 ) .
C h a ra c te r  d e v e lo p m e n t: an i n d iv id u a l  o r  c o rp o r a te  e x p e r ie n c e ?
In  th e  A p o c a ly p s e , i s  th e  w ork o f  c h a ra c te r  d eve lo pm e n t seen as 
an in d iv id u a l  o r c o rp o r a te  e x p e r ie n c e ?  Does th e  c h u rc h  conquer as a 
b o d y , o r as in d iv id u a ls  m aking  up th e  body? Does one s ta nd  a lo n e  in  
th e  g re a t  te s ts  o f  l i f e ,  o r  does one s ta n d  w ith  th e  p r o te c t io n  and 
s u p p o r t o f  th e  g roup?
L . H ic k s ,  "J a c o b  ( I s r a e l ) , "  IDB 2 :7 3 5 .
W a l t e r  G rundm an, " S te p h a n o s , "  TDNT ? :6 2 9 -
"L . Z. Toombs, "D ia d e m ," IDS 1 :3 3 9 : Idem , "C ro w n ,"  H)B * :7 4 6 .  
J Idem , "C ro w n ."  p .  746.
'T n ou gh  as X in g  o f  k in g s  He w ears th e  k in g ly  d iadem  ( 1 9 :1 2 ) .
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The in d iv id u a l  a s p e c t
The A poca lypse  says much a b o u t th e  i n d i v id u a l  (as  in d ic a te d  by 
th e  s in g u la r  v e rb s ) - - o n e 's  p e rs o n a l e x p e r ie n c e  w i th  C h r is t ,  o n e 's  
p e rs o n a l r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  and a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  b e fo re  God.
Sometimes the  in d iv id u a l  m ust s u f f e r  a lo n e ,  as John was e x i le d  
a lo n e  to  th e  i s l e  o f  Patmos ( 1 : 9 ) .  r e c e iv in g  s u c c o r  th ro u g h  a d i r e c t  
e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  C h r is t  ( v .  ’ 0 ) .  A n tip a s  o f  th e  Pergamum c h u rc h  expe­
r ie n c e d  m arty rdom  a lo ne  ( 2 : 1 3 ) .  C e r ta in  ones o f  Smyrna fa c e d  im p r is o n ­
ment and d e a th  ( 2 :1 0 ) .
A h ea vy  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  i s  l a id  upon th e  i n d i v id u a l  in  th e  n u r ­
tu re  o f  th e  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e .  Each m ust hear and heed what th e  S p i r i t  
says to  the  ch u rch e s  ("H e  who has an ear . . . "  2 : 7 ) .  The w ork o f  
c o n q u e r in g — o v e rc o m in g  s p e c i f i c  f a u l t s — is  a lw a y s  p re s e n te d  as an i n d i ­
v id u a l  ’work ("H e  who c o n q u e rs  . . . "  2 :1 1 , e t c . ) .  Each is  to  be a le r t  
in  k e e p in g  h is  garm ents  from  th e  d e f i le m e n t  o f  s in  ( 1 6 :1 5 ) .  Each one 
i n d i v i d u a l l y  i s  to  hear th e  v o ic e  o f  C h r is t ,  open th e  d o o r ,  and sup 
w ith  Him ( " I f  any one h e a rs  my v o ic e  . . . "  3 :2 0 ) .  S e ing  t h i r s t y  and 
q u e n ch in g  th a t  t h i r s t  a t  th e  fo u n ta in  o f  l i f e  i s  a p e rs o n a l resp on ­
s i b i l i t y  ( 2 1 :6 ) ,  as i s  com ing  in t o  th e  F a th e r-s o n  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  Cod 
( v .  7 ) .  C h r is t  se a rche s  th e  m ind and h e a r t  o f  each  one i n d i v id u a l l y ,  
h o ld in g  each one re s p o n s ib le  fo r  h is  a c t io n s  ( 2 :2 3 ) .  Thus i t  appea rs 
t h a t  in  o n e 's  r e la t io n s h ip  to  God, no one can h id e  b e h in d  a g roup o r 
aepend upon a n o th e r 's  e x p e r ie n c e  fo r  a cce p ta n ce  w i t h  G od.
F u r th e rm o re , a t  t im e s  i t  is  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  th e  in d iv id u a l  
o e l ie v e r  to  s ta n d  in  o p p o s i t io n  n o t o n ly  to  th e  w o r ld  w i t h o u t ,  b u t to  
a p o s ta s y  'w ith in  the  c h u rc h .  The Pergamum c h u rc n  c o n ta in e d  "som e" who 
h e ld  th e  te a c h in g  o f  3a laam  (2 : I 1* ) ;  in  T h y a t i r a  th e  a p o s ta s y  was so
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g e n e ra l as to  be to le r a te d  . 2 : 2 0 ) .  A t t im e s  one m ust s ta n d  a g a in s t  th e  
m a jo r i t y  in  th e  c h u rc h : in  S a rd is  th e re  were o n ly  a few  who had n o t
s o i le d  t h e i r  g a rm e n ts  ( 3 : u ) .  Thus i t  i s  n o t s a fe  fo r  C h r is t ia n s  to  p u t 
t h e i r  t r u s t  in  h u m a n ity  a lo n e ,  o r  to  go a lo n g  b l i n d l y  w i th  th e  c h u rc h .  
A t t im e s  th e y  m ust s tand  in  o p p o s i t io n  to  the  c h u rc h .
The c o rp o r a te  a s p e c t
H o w e v e r, th e re  is  a c o rp o r a te  a s p e c t to  c h a r a c te r  d e v e lo p m e n t. 
The c h u rc h  i s  o f te n  p re s e n te d  in  th e  A p oca lypse  as a b o d y , a g ro up
m a in ta in in g  s o l i d a r i t y  a g a in s t  th e  w o r ld .  Under th e  f ig u r e s  o f  a
woman, a 3 r id e ,  a c i t y ,  o r an a rm y , th e  ch u rch  in  i t s  c o rp o r a te  a s p e c t 
i s  p re s e n te d ,  i l l u s t r a t i n g  th e  s t r e n g th  t h a t  comes from  b e in g  p a r t  o f  a 
g ro u p .
The f i r s t  p ic tu r e  o f  g ro up  f e l lo w s h ip  i s  in  1 :3 . ’where a g roup
le a d e r  re a d s  th e  Word to  a company t h a t  h e a rs  and heeds i t .  John ,
th o u g h  a lo n e  on Patm os, was c o n s c io u s  o f  s h a r in g  th e  common e x p e r ie n c e  
o f  th e  g ro u p  ( 1 :9 )  as he c o rre s p o n d e d  w ith  them ( v .  1 1 ) . Though
A n tip a s  w ent a lo n e  to  h is  d e a th ,  h is  f e l lo w  C h r is t ia n s  s to o d  by him  
w ith o u t  d e n y in g  t h e i r  f a i t h  ( 2 : 13 ) in  th e  in t e r e s t  o f  t h e i r  own s a f e t y .  
In  th e  g re a t  t r i b u l a t i o n ,  th e  c h u rc h  i s  p ic tu r e d  as a body  s p i r i t u a l l y  
w ith  C h r is t — s ta n d in g  on Jfeunt Z io n  w ith  C h r is t  ( 1 U :1 - 2 ) ,  s in g in g  
b e s id e  th e  sea o f  g la s s  ( 1 5 : 2 - 3 ) ,  f o l lo w in g  C h r is t  on w h ite  h o rs e s
(19:1^*) . b e in g  m a r r ie d  to  'C h r is t  as H is  b r id e  ( 1 9 :7 ) .  I t  i s  as " b r e t h -
-e n "  t h a t  th e  s a in t3  overcom e th e  enemy by ’’ th e  -word o f  t h e i r  
te s t im o n y "  (1 2 :1 0 —11). Could t h i s  n o t  a p p ly  in  p a r t  to  th e  f e l lo w s h ip
I t  i s  t h i s  c h u rc h , c o n s id e re d  c o r p o r a te ly ,  t h a t  can be d e s ig ­
na te d  as " e t e r n a l l y  s e c u re ,"  w h i le  th e  in d iv id u a l  b e l ie v e r s  ’who make up
th e  c h u rc h  m a in ta in  t h e i r  p o s i t io n  o n ly  as th e y  re m a in  f a i t h f u l  to  
C h r is t .  A u ne , " S t  Jo hn 's  P o r t r a i t , "  p .  136.
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o f the  te s t im o n y  m e e t in g ,  where b e l ie v e r s  t e s t i f y  to  the  s a v in g  g ra c e  
o f  God in  t h e i r  b e h a lf?  There i s  s t r e n g t h  in  th e  c o rp o ra te  e x p e r ie n c e  
o f  b e in g  a p a r t  o f  th e  body o f  C h r is t .
R ig h te o u s  c h a r a c te r  th ro u g h  u n io n  w i th  God: th e  id e a l iz e d  v ie w
T hrough  v a r io u s  f ig u r e s  o f  u n io n  w i th  God, th e  A p oca lypse  p re ­
s e n ts  an id e a l iz e d  v ie w  o f  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  s a in t s .  R ig h te o u s  
c h a ra c te r  is  d e p ic te d  as a g lo r y  w h ich  th e  c h u rc h  o b ta in s  th ro u g h  th e  
in d w e l l in g  p re s e n c e  o f  God.
"A  woman c lo th e d  w ith  th e  s u n ."
The f i r s t  such  f ig u r e  i s  o f  "a  'woman c lo th e d  ’w ith  th e  su n " 
( 1 2 :1 ) ,  sym bo l o f  th e  u n iv e r s a l  c h u rc h :  as M other Z ion  ( Is a  6 6 :7 -9 )
she g iv e s  b i r t h  to  th e  M e ss ia h ; as th e  C h r is t ia n  ch u rch  she is  p e rs e ­
c u te d  by th e  d ra g o n  (Rev 1 2 :1 3 ) .  The sym bo l i s  an a l lu s io n  to  Song 
5: 10:
"Who i s  t h i s  t h a t  lo o k s  f o r t h  l i k e  th e  daw n, 
f a i r  as th e  moon, b r ig h t  as th e  s u n , 
t e r r i b l e  as an army w ith  b a n n e rs ? "
S ince  th e  sun is  a sym bo l o f  C h r is t  (Rev 1 :1 6 ; '0 :1  2 1 :2 3 -2 9 ;  c f .
Mai 9 :2 )  th e  c h u rc h  h e re  is  c lo th e d  n o t o n ly  w i th  th e  r ig h te o u s n e s s  and
g lo r y  o f  C h r i s t ,  b u t  w ith  C h r is t  H im s e lf .  (Compare w ith  Is a  5 0 :2 :
"B u t th e  L o rd  w i l l  a r is e  upon y o u , and h is  g lo r y  ’w i l l  be seen upon yo u "
( Is a  6 0 :1 - 2 ] )  .
The p ic t u r e  o f  th e  c n u rc h  c lo th e d  w ith  th e  Lord H im s e lf  d i f f e r s  
s h a rp ly  from  th e  fla w e d  and b le m is h e d  c h u rc h e s  o f  c h a p te rs  2 and 3* 
Perhaps th e  v e ry  c o n t r a s t  betw een th e  id e a l  and the  r e a l  c h u rc h  is  
in te n d e d  to  g iv e  an u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s  by f a i t h :  th e
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p e r fe c t  s ta n d in g  w h ich  c o e x is ts  w ith  th e  d e fe c t iv e  s t a t e  o f  th e  c h u rc h . 
H ow ever, th e  " f i n e  l in e n  b r ig h t  and p u re " o f  th e  B r id e  when she has 
"made h e r s e l f  r e a d y "  fo r  th e  w edding (Rev 1 9 :7 -3 )  in d ic a te s  t h a t  she 
has overcom e th e  f la w s  in  h e r c h a r a c te r .  The f i n e  l in e n  is  th e  r ig h ­
te o u s  deeds o f  th e  s a in ts  ( v .  3 ) .
The ta b e rn a c le - te m p le
The ta b e rn a c le  and te m p le  a re  sym bo ls  o f  th e  u n io n  between man 
and God (Ex 2 5 :8 ) ,  th e  t e n t  o f  s k in s  s y m b o liz in g  th e  h u m a n ity  in  w h ich  
th e  d iv in e  P resence  d w e l t .  A t H is  in c a r n a t io n  Jesus became a l i v i n g  
exam ple o f  God ta b e r n a c l in g  in  human f le s h  (Jn  1 :1 4 ) ;  th e  in d iv id u a l  
b e l ie v e r  is  a te m p le  fo r  th e  H o ly  S p i r i t  (1 Cor 6 : 1 9 ) ;  -he c o rp o ra te
c h u rc h  is  a ls o  H is  te m p le  (1 Cor 3 :1 6 -1 7 ; 2 Cor 6 :1 6 )  in t o  w h ich  i n d i ­
v id u a ls  a re  b u i l t  (Eph 2 :2 0 - 2 2 ) .  S im i la r  la n g u a g e  is  em ployed in  Reve­
l a t i o n .  The c o n q u e ro r  w i l l  become a p i l l a r  in  th e  te m p le  o f  God
( 3 : 1 2 ) ,  a p a r t  o f  th e  te m p le  God is  c o n s t r u c t in g .
The v e rb  to  ta b e rn a c le  ( ske no un ) , as w e l l  as th e  noun ta b e r ­
n a c le  ( ske n e ) , e x p re s s e s  th e  id e a  o f  God d w e l l in g  ’w ith  men: "He 'who
s i t s  upon th e  th ro n e  w i l l  s h e l t e r  them w ith  H is  p re s e n c e "  ( s k e n o s e i e p '
a u to u s , 7 :1 5 ) -  God s p re a d s  th e  t e n t  o f  H is  p re s e n c e  o v e r H is  p e o p le .
The t r a m p lin g  down o f  th e  te m p le  and c i t y  f o r  f o r t y - t w o  m onths 
( 1 1 :1 - 2 )  is  e q u iv a le n t  to  th e  p e rs e c u t io n  o f  th e  s a in t s  fo r  fo r t y - tw o  
m onths ( c f .  1 2 :6 : Dan 3 :1Q , '3 ) ;  o u t th e  in n e r  s h r in e  o f  th e  te m p le
( n a o s ) , r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  in n e r  l i f e  o f  u n ion  w ith  God , was m easured o f f  
fo r  p r o te c t io n  (R ev 1 1 :1 ) .
Rev * 3 :5  e q u a te s  G od 's  ta b e rn a c le  w ith  " th o s e  who d w e ll in
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n e a v s n ,"  i n d ic a t in g  th a t  G od 's  d w e l l in g  is  H is  s a in t s .  In  t h i s  p a s -
p
sage th e  c h u rc h  i s  v iew ed as i d e a l l y  i n s t a l l e d  in  th e  hea vens,  ~ se a te d  
" w i t h  him  in  th e  h e a v e n ly  p la c e s  in  C h r is t  Jesus" (Eph 2 :6 )  in  s p i r i ­
t u a l  u n io n  w ith  Him. Com plete one ne ss  f i n a l l y  o c c u rs  when God and H is  
s a in t s  d w e ll to g e th e r  in  f a c e - t o - f a c e  r e l a t io n s h ip :  "B e h o ld  th e
d w e l l in g  ( ske ne ) o f  God is  w i th  men. He w i l l  d w e l l  ( s k S n g s e i) w ith  
th e m , and th e y  s h a l l  be h is  p e o p le ,  and God h im s e l f  'w i l l  be w ith  them " 
(Rev 2 1 :3 ) .  Here God and H is  p e o p le  d w e l l  to g e th e r  in  th e  u l t im a t e  
u n i t y  t h a t  ’was p re f ig u re d  th ro u g h  th e  c e n tu r ie s  by th e  ta b e r n a c le .  At 
t h i s  t im e  th e  c h a ra c te r s  o f  th e  redeem ed p e r f e c t ly  r e f l e c t  th e  c h a r ­
a c te r  o f  God: "T h e y  s h a l l  see H is  f a c e ,  and h is  name s h a l l  be on t h e i r
fo re h e a d s "  (2 2 : 4 ) .
The b r i d e - c i t y
The b r id e  sym bo l, f r e q u e n t l y  em ployed in  th e  Old T estam en t 
(Hos 1 -3 ;  J e r 2 : 2 f f . ;  Ezek 16, 2 3 ; Is a  5 4 :5 -3 ;  6 2 :4 - 5 ) ,  i s  a n o th e r
f ig u r e  o f  th e  u n io n  o f  C h r is t  and H is  p e o p le .  The s t o r y  o f  th e  s to rm y  
m a r r ia g e  betw een God and H is  p e o p le ,  w i th  many r i f t s  and r e c o n c i l i a ­
t i o n s ,  re a c h e s  i t s  t r iu m p h a n t c o n c lu s io n  in  Rev 1 9 :6 -3  w i th  th e
m a r r ia g e  o f  th e  Lamb to  th e  B r id e  in  f in e  l in e n .  A p re v io u s  a i lu s io n
to  th e  E h ide  i s  found in  14: 1 -5  w here  a company c a l le d  v i r g in s  s ta nd
w ith  th e  Lamb on Mount Z io n , h a v in g  k e p t th e m se lve s  p u re  and u n d e f i le d
T h a t " th o s e  who d w e ll in  h e a v e n " d e s ig n a te s  th e  s a in ts  may be 
3een from  th e  source  t e x t  o f  t h i s  passage , Can 3 :1 0 , 2 4 ; a ls o
Rev 1 8 :2 0 . 7ne c o rre s p o n d in g  fo rm u la ,  " th o s e  who d w e ll  on e a r th "  
a lw a ys  a p p l ie s  to  u n re g e n e ra te  m a n k in d  (6 :1 0 ;  3 :1 3 ; 1 1 :1 0 , e t c . ;
M o r r is ,  R e v e la t io n , p . 1 0 9 ).
^ w e te  , R e v e la t io n  . p . 166.
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from  r i v a l  l o y a l t i e s  v . a) d u r in g  th e  b e t r o t h a l  p e r io d .  The B r id e  
makes h e r s e l f  re a d y  by w e a rin g  th e  f in e  l in e n  g ra n te d  h e r ,  w h ich  is  th e  
r ig h te o u s  deeds o f  th e  s a in ts  ( 1 9 : 7 - 3 ) .
3y th e  t im e  th e  a c tu a l m a r r ia g e  ta k e s  p la c e ,  th e  3 * id e  m o t i f  
has s h i f t e d  to  mean th e  h o ly  c i t y  i t s e l f ,  w h ich  i s  c a l le d  th e  3 r id e  o f  
the  Lamb:
And I  saw th e  h o ly  c i t y ,  new J e ru s a le m , com ing down o u t o f  heaven  
fro m  God, p re p a re d  as a b r id e  a d o rn e d  fo r  he r husband (2 1 :2 ;  c f .  
21 : 9—11 ) .
Yet th e  s a in t s  a re  s t i l l  in c lu d e d  in  th e  E h id e - c i t y  sym bo lism  3 in c e  th e  
c i t y  i t s e l f  i s  s y m b o lic  o f  th e  c h u rc h ,  as num erous s c h o la rs  have s e e n . 1 
e v id e n c e s  fo r  t h i s  c o n c lu s io n  a re  as f o l lo w s :
1. In  c o n t r a s t  w ith  o u r  m odern c o n c e p t o f  a c i t y  as a u n i t  o f
b u i ld in g s ,  m a rk e ts ,  and h o u se s , th e  Mew T es tam en t c o n c e p tio n  o f  a p o l i s
2
is  a u n ite d  human s e t t le m e n t .
2 . In  th e  B ib le  a c i t y  is  o f te n  c a l le d  a woman, w h ic h ,  in  
t u r n ,  means a p e o p le . T h is  is  t r u e  b o th  o f  Je rusa lem  (Z io n )  and 
B abylon  ( I s a  5 2 :1 - 2 ;  62: 1-5," 3ev 17: d—5 : 1 8 :2 . 7 - 3 ) .  A c i t y ,  p e r s o n i ­
f ie d  as a weman, a c t u a l ly  means a p e o p le  o r  c h u rc h . 7ne s ym b o ls  o f  
I s r a e l  as a w ife  and je w e le d  c i t y  a re  b ro u g h t to g e th e r  in  Is a  51*, no 
doub t th e  s o u rc e  o f  th e  im a g e ry  in  Rev 2 1 :
" S in g ,  0 b a r re n  o n e , who d id  n o t b e a r ;  . . .
For y o u r  Maker i s  yo u r husband . . . .
3 e h o ld , I  w i l l  s e t you r s to n e s  in  a n t im o n y , 
and la y  y o u r fo u n d a t io n s  w i t h  s a p p h ir e s .
I b i d . ,  p .  281* ; H e n d r ik s e n , C o n q u e ro rs . p p . 2 3 9 -^0 ; A u n e , " S t .  
J o h n 's  P o r t r a i t , "  pp . 1U6-1U7; Bowman, "New J e ru s a le m ,"  IDB 3 :5 ^3 ". 
M atthew  H e n r y 's  Com m entary on th e  W hole 3 i b l e , 6 v o ls .  (Mew Y o rk : 
F lem ing  r i. R e v e l l , n . d . ) ,  6 :1 1 8 2 . T h is  does n o t deny th e  e x is te n c e  o f  
a l i t e r a l  c i t y  o f  g o ld ,  th e  f u tu r e  home o f  th e  s a in t s .  I t  is  o n ly  to  
say t h a t  th e  c i t y  is  s t r u c t u r a l l y  d e s ig n e d  to  s y m b o liz e  th e  c h u rc h .
“ A une , " S t .  John ' s P o r t r a i t , "  p . H»7.
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I  w i l l  maice yo u r p in n a c le s  o f  a g a te ,
your g a te s  o f  c a rb u n c le s ,
and a l l  yo u r w a l l  o f  p re c io u s  s to n e s "  ( w . 1, 5, ’ 1 -1 2 ) .
2. In Rev 1 9 :7 -6 ,  th e  B r id e  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  as th e  s a in t s ;  hence 
th e  B r id e  as c i t y  m ust a ls o  a p p ly  to  th e  s a in t s .  C h r is t  is  n o t m a r r ie d  
to  a p ie ce  o f  r e a l  e s t a t e ,  b u t  to  a p e o p le .
4. The h o ly  c i t y ,  tra m p le d  by th e  G e n t i le s  fo r  f o r t y - t w o  
m onths (Rev 1 1 :2 ) ,  i s  e q u a te d  w ith  th e  s a in t s  who a re  p e rs e c u te d  by th e  
b e a s t fo r  f o r t y - t w o  m onths ( 1 2 :1 3 - !# ;  1 3 :5 - 7 ) .
5. The names o f  th e  tw e lv e  t r i b e s  on th e  g a te s  and o f  th e  
tw e lv e  a p o s t le s  on th e  fo u n d a t io n s  s u g g e s t t h a t  th e  c i t y  re p re s e n ts  th e  
Old and New T e s ta m e n t c h u rc h  o f  God. The p ic t u r e  s u g g e s ts  a s t r u c t u r e  
o f  l i v i n g  s to n e s ,  w i th  th e  s a in ts  b u i l t  upon th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  th e  
a p o s t le s  and p ro p h e ts ,  Jesus H im s e lf  b e in g  th e  c h ie f  c o rn e r  s to n e  
(1 P e t. 2 :4 - 5 ;  Hph 2 :2 0 ; c f .  Rev 2 1 :1 2 - 1 4 ) .
5. The n u m e r ic a l d im e n s io n s  and d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  c i t y  p a r a l ­
l e l  the  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  14.4,000. The tw e lv e  t r i b e s  w ith  12 ,000  in  
each t r i b e  ( 7 :4 - 3 )  m atch  th e  tw e lv e  g a te s  in s c r ib e d  w i th  th e  names o f  
th e  t r i b e s ,  and th e  w a l ls  w h ich  a re  12, COO s ta d ia  each in  le n g th
(2 1 :1 2 , 1 6 ), tw e lv e  b e in g  th e  kingdom  num be r. The 144 ,000  s ta n d in g
w ith  the  Lamb on Mount Z ion  ( 1 4 :1 ) ,  p e rh a p s  in  a h o l lo w  sq ua re  ’w ith  Him
in  th e  c e n te r ,  ' c o n s t i t u t e  th e  l i v i n g  c i t y — o f  w h ich  th e  g o ld e n  c i t y
w ith  th e  th ro n e  o f  God in  th e  m id s t is  a t y p e .
I f  th e  c i t y  is  th u s  a sym bol o f  th e  s a in t s  as G od's d w e l l in g  
p la c e , i t  c re a te s  a v i v id  p ic t u r e  o f  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  s a in t s :
The c i t y  was p re p a re d — made re a d y — "a s  a b r id e  adorned  fo r
W h ite ,  G re a t C o n t r o v e rs y , p . 54=; E a r ly  W r i t i n g s , p . 16; c f .
2 E s d r. 2 :4 2 -4 7 .
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ner husband" ( 2 1 : 2 ) .  The w ork  o f  p re p a ra t io n  was th e  com bined e f f o r t  
o f  th e  b r id e  and th e  groom ( 1 9 :7 - 3 :  see p re v io u s  d is c u s s io n ) ,  a j o i n t  
e f f o r t  o f  Tod and th e  c h u rc h ,  th e  human and th e  d iv in e ,  as is  th e  
n a tu re  o f  c h a ra c te r  d e v e lo p m e n t.
2 . The c i t y  is  made o f  p re c io u s  je w e ls ,  g o ld ,  and p e a r ls  
(2 1 :1 1 , 1 8 -2 1 ) . The tw e lv e  je w e ls  o f  the  fo u n d a t io n s ,  upon w h ich  a re
in s c r ib e d  th e  names o f  th e  tw e lv e  a p o s t le s  ( w .  1U, 19- 2 0 ) ,  c o rre s p o n d
to  th e  tw e lv e  p re c io u s  s to n e s  on th e  b re a s tp ie c e  o f  th e  h ig h  p r i e s t ,  
r e p re s e n t in g  the  tw e lv e  t r i b e s  o f  I s r a e l  (Ex 2 8 :1 7 - 2 1 ) .  As th e  h ig h  
p r ie s t  adorned h im s e l f  w i th  th e  sym bol o f  h is  p e o p le  by c a r r y in g  them 
on h is  h e a r t ,  God a d o rn s  H im s e lf  w ith  H is  p e o p le  b y  in d w e l l in g  them .
3. The c i t y ,  w i th  God and th e  Lamb e n th ro n e d  in  i t s  m id s t 
(Rev 2 2 :1 ) ,  s h in e s  w ith  th e  ra d ia n c e  o f  th e  g lo r y  o f  God "a s  a ja s p e r ,  
c le a r  as c r y s t a l "  ( 2 1 :1 1 ) .  I t s  s p le n d o r  d e r iv e s  from  th e  d iv in e  g lo r y  
w i t h in  and th e  t r a n s p a re n c y  ( th r e e  tim e s  m e n tio n e d  b y  th e  R e v e la to r—  
*/v. 11, 18, 21) o f  th e  g o ld  and je w e ls  th ro u g h  w h ich  i t  s h in e s .  The
g lo r y  o f  God p a s s in g  th ro u g n  th e  ra in b o w  hues o f  th e  je w e ls  su gg es ts  
the  s p le n d o r  o f  t ra n s fo rm e d  human n a tu re  i r r a d ia t e d  b y  th e  d iv in e .  Of 
Je ru sa le m  God s a y s , " I  ’w i l l  be to  her a w a ll  o f  f i r e  ro u n d  a b o u t,  . . . 
and I  w i l l  be th e  g lo r y  w i t h in  h e r "  (Zech 2 : 5 ) .  The c h u rc h ,  and each 
member, i s  to  be " th e  t r a n s p a r e n t  medium . Thy g lo r y  to  d is p la y " .  T h is  
is  th e  R e v e la to r 's  p ic t u r e  o f  C h r is t  in d w e l l in g  H is  c h u rc h .
J . The c u b ic  p r o p o r t io n s  o f  th e  c i t y  ( 2 1 :1 6 )  a re  p o s s ib ly  
in te n d e d  to  r e c a l l  th e  H o ly  o f  H o l ie s  w h ic h  was a ls o  c u b ic a l
T h is  i s  fhom F ra n ces  R id le y  H a v e rg a l's  w e ll-k n o w n  hymn, "The 
Church Has One F o u n d a t io n ."
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!1 Ki  5 : 2 0 ) .  The te m p le , lo n g  a sym bo l o f  th e  c h u rc h , now expands  to
in c lu d e  th e  w ho le  c i t y :  th e  c i t y  and ta b e rn a c le  a re  e q u a te d  in
Rev 2 1 :2 - 3 ,  fo r  b o th  a re  th e  s e a t o f  G o d 's  th r o n e .  F in a l l y  th e  te m p le
{ ta b e r n a c le )  d is a p p e a rs :
"And I  saw no te m p le  in  th e  c i t y ,  f o r  i t s  te m p le  is  th e  Lo rd  God 
th e  A lm ig h ty  and th e  Lamb" ( 2 1 :2 2 ) .
In  th e  new e a r th  th e re  is  no lo n g e r  a te m p le  to  s y m b o liz e  th e  u n io n  c f
God w i th  H is  c h u rc h  because God is  now l i t e r a l l y  in  u n io n  w i t h  H is
c h u rc h .  One m ig h t say th a t  th e  te m p le  is  now th e  Lord God e n th ro n e d  in
th e  m id s t  o f  H is  p e o p le .
Thus th e  sym bo lism  o f  th e  c i t y  p ic t u r e s  th e  u n io n  be tw een
C h r is t  and H is  p e o p le . The c h u rc h  s h in e s  w i th  H is  g lo r y  (2 1 :1 1 )
because she has H is  r ig h te o u s  c h a r a c te r  .
C h a ra c te r  d e v e lo p m e n t: th e  means o f  s a lv a t io n ?
The book o f  R e v e la t io n  c o n ta in s  many re fe re n c e s  to  o b e d ie n c e
and good w o rks  ( 2 :2 ,  23; 1 2 :1 7 ; 1U:1 2 —13; 1 9 :9 ) as G od 's r e q u ir e m e n t
fo r  H is  p e o p le .  The q u e s tio n  a r is e s  as to  w he the r good w orks a re  th e
b a s is  o f  s a lv a t io n  and a c c e p ta n c e  w i t h  God. Is  heaven to  be g a in e d  b y
c h a r a c te r  d eve lo pm e n t?
A c le a r  t h e o lo g ic a l  answ er to  t h i s  p ro b le m  is  found in  1 :5 - 6 :
To [J e s u s  C h r is t ]  who lo v e s  us and has fre e d  us from  o u r  s in s  by 
h is  b lo o d  and made us a k in g d o m , p r ie s t s  to  h is  God and F a th e r
These w ords s u g g e s t the  exodus m o t i f  o f  G o d 's  a c t o f  f r e e in g  I s r a e l  
from  E g y p t ia n  bondage (Ex 2 0 :2 )  and m ak ing  them a kingdom  o f  p r i e s t s  
( 1 9 : 6 ) .  In th e  e xo d u s , God f i r s t  d e l iv e r e d  H is  p e o p le  by H is  own 
m ig h ty  a c t  o f  s a lv a t io n ,  a f t e r  w n ich  He gave them th e  la w  w i th  H is
L a d d , R e v e la t io n ,  p . 282.
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t o t a l i t a r i a n  demands fo r  th e  o b e d ie n ce  o f  lo v e  (D t 1 0 :1 2 -1 3 )*  G race
p receded  la w . O bed ience  was th e  c o n s e q u e n c e , n o t th e  c a u s e , o f  s a l ­
v a t io n  .
The o rd e r  in  th e  A p oca lypse  is  i d e n t i c a l .  C h r i s t 's  a c t  o f  
d e l iv e ra n c e  a t  th e  c ro s s  is  p r i o r  ( 1 :5 ,  1 7 -1 8 ; 2 :8 ;  3 :2 1 ; 5 :5 - 6 ,  9 -1 0 ;  
1 2 :7 -3 , 1 0 ); th e  commands to  obey a re  su b se q u e n t to  t h a t .  C h - i s t 's
lo v e  and s a lv a t io n  from  s in  p receded  th e  demands fo r  lo v e  and obe­
d ie n c e ,  m aking  r ig h te o u s  c h a ra c te r  n o t th e  means o f  e a rn in g  s a lv a t io n
b u t th e  r e s u l t  o f  G od 's  p r io r  a c t  o f  s a lv a t io n .
The h o s ts  o f  redeemed p ra is e  God fo r  s a lv a t io n ,  a s c r ib in g  th e  
g lo r y  a l l  to  Him r a th e r  th an  th e m s e lv e s  ( 7 :1 0 ;  1 9 :1 ) .  A cce p ta n ce  o f  
th e  g i f t  o f  s a lv a t io n  , however , im p l ie s  a com m itm ent to  C h r is t  t h a t
le a d s  H is  B r id e  to  "make h e r s e l f  r e a d y "  by a c c e p t in g  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  
C h r is t ,  b o th  im p u te d  and im p a rte d  (Rev 1 9 :7 - 3 ) .
C h a ra c te r  and th e  " d e la y e d  a d v e n t"
Is  th e  a d v e n t o f  C h r is t  seen as c o n t in g e n t  upon c h a r a c te r
deve lo pm e n t in  th e  s a in ts ?  Has i t  been d e la y e d  by th e  lukew arm  c o n d i­
t io n  o f  th e  c h u rc h ?  Mowhere does th e  R e v e la to r  make such an a s s e r t io n ,  
th ou gh  one m ig h t  im p ly  i t  from  a few  s e m in a l passa ge s . The m a r ty r s  
under th e  a l t a r  a re  t o ld  to  " r e s t  a l i t t l e  lo n g e r , u n t i l  th e  num ber o f  
t h e i r  f e l lo w  s e rv a n ts  and t h e i r  b r e th r e n  s h o u ld  be c o m p le te , who w ere  
to  be k i l l e d  as th e y  th e m s e lv e s  had been" (Rev 6 :9 - 1 1 ) .  The a n g e ls  a re  
t o id  to  h o ld  back th e  w ind s  " ' t i l l  we have s e a le d  th e  s e rv a n ts  o f  o u r
God upon t h e i r  fo re h e a d s . ' And I  h e a rd  th e  number o f  th e  s e a le d ,  a
hundred  and f o r t y - f o u r  thousand  . . . "  ( 7 : T - J ) .  A g re a t  m u l t i t u d e  in
heaven p ra is e  God " ' f o r  the  m a rr ia g e  o f  th e  lamb has come, and h is  
b r id e  has made h e r s e l f  re a d y ;  i t  was g ra n te d  her to  be c lo th e d  w i th
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f in e  l i n e n ,  b r ig h t  and p u r e '— fo r  the  f in e  l in e n  is  th e  r ig h te o u s  deeds 
o f  th e  s a in t s "  ( 1 9 :6 - 3 ) .
Two fa c to r s  a re  su g g e s te d  h e re : (1 )  cne s a in ts  need to  g e t
th e m s e lv e s  rea dy  and (2 )  th e  number o f  th e  s a in t s  needs to  be made u p .
W ith  re g a rd  to  the  f i r s t  p o in t ,  i t  seems c o n c e iv a b le  th a t  th e  
s e a l in g  co u ld  be d e la y e d  i f  th e  s e rv a n ts  o f  God w ere  n o t re a d y . How 
th e y  make th e m se lve s  re a d y  i s  s ta te d  a few  v e rs e s  l a t e r :  " th e y  have
washed t h e i r  ro b e s  and made them w h ite  in  th e  b lo o d  o f  th e  Lamb"
(7 :  W ) .  The same f ig u r e  o f  th e  w h ite  robe  is  used fo r  th e  p re p a ra t io n
o f  th e  B r id e .  In th e  w h ite - r o b e  im a ge ry  a re  in c lu d e d  th e  id e a s  o f  
c le a n s in g  fhom s in ,  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  and s a n c t i f i c a t i o n .  C le a r ly  th e  
s a in t s  m ust have r ig h te o u s  c h a r a c te r s  in  p r e p a r a t io n  fo r  th e  A d v e n t.
Second, th e re  a re  h in t s  in  S c r ip tu r e  t h a t  God has a number He 
w ants to  be made up . ‘ Though C h r is t  w ou ld  have  d ie d  to  save one s o u l 
(Lk  15: 3, 2“ ) ,  He in te n d s  th a t  th e  p la n  o f  s a lv a t io n  s h a l l  nave no
mean r e s u l t s .  Iv e n  from  th e  t im e  o f  Abraham He e n v is a g e d  a number as
g re a t  as the  s ta r s  o f  heaven and the  sand on th e  se a sh o re  (Gen 2 2 :1 7 )
from  a m u lt i tu d e  o f  f a m i l ie s  and n a t io n s  o f  e a r th  (Gen 1 2 :3 ; • 7 :« ) .
The R e v e la to r  sees th e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h i s  p ro m is e — "a  g re a t  m u l t i tu d e  
w h ich  no man c o u ld  num be r, from  e v e ry  n a t io n ,  fro m  a l l  t r i b e s  and peo­
p le s  and to n g u e s , s ta n d in g  b e fo re  th e  th ro n e  and b e fo re  th e  Lamb" 
(Rev 7 :9 ) .  These and o th e r  passages in d ic a te  t h a t  God w an ts  a v a s t  
number , and th a t  He w an ts i t  to  in c lu d e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  from  a l l
G ther re fe re n c e s  to  numbers a re  as f o l lo w s :  "a  h a rd e n in g  has
come upon p a r t  o f  I s r a e l  . u n t i l  th e  f u l l  num ber o f  th e  G e n t i le s  come 
i n . and so a l l  I s r a e l  'w i l l  be saved " (Rom 1 1 :2 5 ) ;  " 'G o  o u t to  the  h ig h ­
ways and hedges, and com pel p eop le  to  come i n ,  t h a t  my house may be
f i l l e d 1 "  (L k  1 ^ : 2 3 ) ;  " t h e  w e d d in g  h a l l  was f i l l e d  w i t h  g u e s ts "  
(M t 2 2 :1 0 ) .  God w an ts  a c o m p le te  I s r a e l  and a f u l l  h o u s e .
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f a m i l ie s  o f  th e  e a r th  .see a ls o  Dan ‘T: t u ) .  Tne p ro s p e c t o f  such a 
g roup  e t e r n a l l y  saved in  G od 's k ing do m  p resupposes th e  p ro c la m a t io n  o f  
th e  g o s p e l " t o  e v e ry  n a t io n  and t r i b e  and to n g u e  and p e o p le "  
(Rev Thus m is s io n  to  th e  w o r ld  seems to  be a c o n d i t io n  fo r  th e
com ing o f  th e  k ingdom .
3 u t th e re  appears to  be s p e c ia l  s ig n i f ic a n c e  to  th e  number 
'4 4 ,0 0 0 .  I t  i s  b u i l t  upon tw e lv e ,  th e  k ingdom  number (Rev 2 1 : 1 2 ,  1U) 
m u l t i p l i e d  b y  i t s e l f  and by a th o u s a n d . u x e a r ly  i t  i s  m eant to  p o r t r a y  
f u l l n e s s ,  c o m p le te n e s s , w i th  r e fe r e n c e  to  th e  k ing do m . In  p a s t  ages 
God has u s u a l ly  had o n ly  a rem na n t o f  f a i t h f u l  ones to  be H is  re p re s e n ­
t a t i v e s  to  th e  w o r ld ,  as Paul e x p la in s  in  Rom 9 - H .  I s r a e l ' s  fo rc e s  
were u s u a l ly  d e p le te d  by a p o s ta s y  so t h a t  God had meager re s o u rc e s  w ith  
w h ich  to  w ork  in  o rd e r  to  a c c o m p lis h  H is  m is s io n .  The h is t o r y  o f  th e  
C h r is t ia n  c h u rc h  has n o t been much b e t t e r ,  as th e  message to  S a rd is  
m ig h t  in d ic a t e  (Rev 3 : ^ ) .  P erhaps th e  s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  th e  'VU.OOO i s  
t h a t  in  th e  l a s t  days God w i l l  h a v e , n o t  a p i t i f u l  re m n a n t, b u t  a f u l l  
com p lem en t o f  w h ite - ro b e d  s a in t s  to  re p re s e n t  Him to  th e  w o r ld .  Thus 
th e  la s t - d a y  s a in ts  a re  c h a r a c te r iz e d  n o t o n ly  by th e  'w h ite  ro b e s  ( th e  
p o s s e s s io n  o f  a l l  th e  s a in t s )  , b u t  b y  numbers s u f f i c i e n t  to  make an 
im p re s s io n  on th e  'w o rld .
One more o b s e rv a t io n  i s  n e c e s s a ry .  I t  is  re c o g n iz e d  th a t  
a p o c a ly p t ic  l i t e r a t u r e  has a d e t e r m in i s t i c  r a th e r  th an  c o n d i t io n a l  v ie w  
o f  h i s t o r y .  God c o n t r o ls  th e  t im e s  and seasons (Dan 2 : 2 1; c f .  
A c ts  7 :7 ) ;  He la y s  o u t th e  sequence  o f  e v e n ts  in  a s t r a i g h t - l i n e  co n ­
t in u u m  u n t i l  th e  escha ton  '.as in  Dan 2 , th e  s e a ls ,  th e  t r u m p e ts ,  th e  
t im e  p e r io d s ) .  Prom th e  v ie w p o in t  o f  th e  R e v e la to r ,  th e re  i s  no
R u s s e l l ,  A p o c a ly p t ic . p p . 2 3 0 - 2 3 u - -
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c o n d i t i o n a l i t y  in  th e  te x ts  c i te d  a b o v e . He p r e d ic ts  t h a t  th e  number 
o f  th e  m a r ty r s  w i l l  be made u p ; th e  144 ,00 0  s e rv a n ts  w i 11 be s e a le d ;  
th e  m *ide  w i l l  make h e r s e l f  re a d y . He speaks in  te rm s o f  i n d i c a t i v e s ;  
th e  im p e ra t iv e s  e x is t  o n ly  b y  in f e r e n c e .  T h is  a ssu ran ce  s h o u ld  c o m fo r t  
t r o u b le d  L a o d ice a n s  'who fe a r  t h a t , b y  t h e i r  iu ke w a rm n n e ss , th e y  m ig h t 
be a b le  to  d e la y  th e  A dven t i n d e f i n i t e l y .
Summary: th e  D eve lopm ent o f  R ig h te o u s  C h a ra c te r
The w ork o f  c h a r a c te r  d e v e lo p m e n t i s  shown in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  to  
be an in t e r a c t io n  betw een God and man . The d iv in e  i n i t i a t i v e  is  seen 
in  C h r i s t 's  lo v e  e xp re sse d  in  th e  d e a th  w h ich  p ro v id e d  le g a l  v i c t o r y  
o v e r s in  ( 1 : 5 ) ,  fo l lo w e d  by H is  e x h o r ta t io n s  to  e x p e r ie n t ia l  v i c t o r y  
over s in  ( c h a p te r s  2 -3 )  th ro u g h  u n io n  w i th  Him ( 3 :2 0 ) .  Tne c h u r c h 's  
re s p o n s e  is  to  lo v e  C h r is t  in  r e tu r n  ( 2 :4 - 5 )  and to  heed H is  c o u n s e ls  
( 2 :7 ,  e t c . )  by  r e p e n t in g  ( 2 :5 ,  e t c . ) ,  k e e p in g  H is  Word and w o rks  ( 1 : 3 :  
2 :2 6 ;  3 : 8 ) ,  and b e in g  lo y a l  to  Him u n t i l  d e a th  (2 :1 0 ,  * 3 ) ,
A l l  th a t  C h r is t  r e q u ir e s  He f i r s t  p ro v id e s :  He g a in e d  th e
v i c t o r y  a t  th e  c ro s s  w h ich  a s s u re s  v i c t o r y  in  the  end ( 5 :5 - 6 ;  12: 1 0 );
H is  p e o p le  a re  to  a p p r o p r ia te  H is  v i c t o r y  in t o  t h e i r  own l i v e s  (3 :2 1 1 .  
He p ro v id e s  th e  r ig h te o u s  c h a r a c te r  w h ich  th e  s in n e r  is  to  "b u y "  from  
Him th ro u g h  f a i t h  ( 3 :1 8 ;  1 9 :7 -8 ) .  'Jn ion  w i th  God p roduces a c h a r a c te r  
d e s c r ib e d  in  te rm s  o f  th e  s p le n d o r  and ra d ia n c e  o f  th e  c i t y  o f  God 
(2 1 : 11) .
In  th e  A p o c a ly p s e , w h ich  d raw s upon exodus s y m b o lis m , c h a r a c te r  
d e ve lo p m e n t i s  n o t th e  means o f  s a lv a t io n  b u t  th e  r e s u l t  o f  C h r i s t 's  
p r i o r  a c t  o f  s a lv a t io n .  The same sequence o c c u rs  in  th e  exodus 'where 
God f i r s t  d e l iv e r s  H is  p e o p le  and th e n  commands them to  obey H is  la w s .
R e v e la t io n  in d ic a te s  th a t  b e fo re  C h r is t  comes th e  number o f  th e
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s a in ts  w i l l  be made up, t h e i r  c h a ra c te rs  w i l l  be p u r i f i e d ,  and t h e i r  
m is s io n  to  th e  w o r ld  w i l l  be a c c o m p lis h e d . Tnese f a c t o r s  c o u ld  be seen 
as c o n d it io n s  th e  c h u rc h  m ust f u l f i l l  in  o rd e r  to  h a s te n  th e  A d v e n t. 
In R e v e la t io n ,  h o w e ve r, th e y  a re  seen as e v e n ts  t h a t  w i l l  ta k e  p la c e  
a c c o rd in g  to  G o d 's  own s c h e d u le .
The E s c h a t o lo g ic a l  T e s t o f  C h a ra c te r  
3 i b l i c a l  a p o c a ly p t ic  l i t e r a t u r e  in d ic a te s  t h a t  th e  f i n a l  t e s t  
o f  c h a r a c te r — a t e s t  w h ic h  w i l l  p o la r iz e  th e  w o r ld  in t o  two o p p o s in g  
camps— w i l l  be p r e c ip i t a t e d  b y  " t h e  g re a t t r i b u l a t i o n , ' ’  a tim e  o f  t r o u ­
b le  e x c e e d in g  in  s e v e r i t y  a n y t h in g  p r e v io u s l y  know n  to  h i s t o r y  
(Dan 1 2 :1 ; Mt 2 U :2 1 ; Rev 7 :1 4 ) .  The e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  t r i b u l a t i o n  w i l l  be 
" t o  t r y  th o s e  who d w e ll  upon th e  e a r th "  (Rev 3 :1 0 ) ,  f i x i n g  t h e i r  c h a r ­
a c te r s  p e rm a n e n t ly  so t h a t  f u r t h e r  change is  im p o s s ib le .  " L e t  th e  
e v i ld o e r  s t i l l  do e v i l ,  and th e  f i l t h y  s t i l l  be f i l t h y ,  and th e  r ig h ­
te o u s  s t i l l  do r i g h t ,  and th e  h o ly  s t i l l  be h o ly "  (R e v . 2 2 :1 1 ) .  ‘ A t 
t h a t  t im e  a l l  o f  m ankind  w i l l  be conform ed e i t h e r  to  th e  image o f  God 
o r th e  image o f  S a ta n , th e  tw o  ty p e s  o f  c h a r a c te r  b e in g  i d e n t i f i e d  by 
two b a d g e s , th e  s e a l o f  God and the  m ark o f  th e  b e a s t (Rev 7 :2 - 3 ;  
1 3 :1 6 -1 7 ; 1 U :D .
The f i n a l  b a t t l e  in  th e  s t r u g g le  betw een good and e v i l  w i l l  end 
where i t  began , o ve r th e  is s u e  o f  w o rs h ip . 7ne d ra g o n 's  o r i g i n a l  
r e b e l l i o n  a g a in s t  God c e n te re d  in  the  is s u e  o f  w o rs h ip — th e  d e s ir e  to  
s e t h is  th ro n e  on h ig h  and to  be l i k e  the  Most H ig h  ( Is a  U ^ ^ - m ) — and 
th e  la s t  c o n f l i c t  w i l l  be an i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  same s t r u g g le
‘The a o r i s t  te n s e s  o f  th e  fo u r  v e rb s  in d ic a t e  th e  f i x i t y  o f  th e  
s ta te  in t o  w h ich  w icked  and r ig h te o u s  have e n te r e d ,  w ith  no f u r t h e r  
o p p o r tu n i t y  b e in g  g iv e n  fo r  re p e n ta n c e  on th e  one hand o r a p o s ta s y  on 
th e  o th e r  (S w e te , R e v e la t io n , p . 3 0 5 ).
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.Rev '3 : ^ ;  c f .  2 Th 2 : S- 4 ) .  S in c e  w o rs h ip  in f lu e n c e s  c h a r a c te r — th e  
w o rs h ip e r  b e in g  co n fo rm e d  to  th e  l ik e n e s s  o f  th e  o b je c t  he w o rs h ip s  
;.Rom 1 :2 4 -2 5 ; 2 Cor 3 : ’ 8 ) ,  th e  is s u e  o f  w o rs h ip  is  v i t a l  to  t h i s  s tu d y .
7he a n ta g o n is ts  in  th e  s t r u g g le
R e v e la t io n  d e p ic ts  th e  o p p o s in g  fo rc e s  in  th e  f i n a l  c o n f l i c t  as
two a rm ie s  c o n f r o n t in g  eacn o t h e r :  th e  a rm ie s  o f  heaven ( 1 9 : 12*) and
th e  a rm ie s  o f  e a r th  Cv. 1 9 ) . A t t h i s  t im e  th e re  a re  o n ly  tw o s id e s
( i b i d . ) ,  a l l  o f  h u m a n ity  u n i t i n g  w i th  e i t h e r  th e  d iv in e  fo rc e s  o f
o
heaven o r th e  dem on ic  fo rc e s  o f  e a r t h . “
The s o v e re ig n  powers on each s id e  a re  th e  d iv in e  T r i n i t y  o f
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Cod, C h r i s t ,  and th e  S p i r i t  ( 1 : 4 - 5 )  v e rs u s  th e  dem onic t r i n i t y '  o f  th e  
d ra g o n , b e a s t ,  and fa ls e  p ro p h e t ( 16 : 13 ; f i r s t  d e s c r ib e d  in  c h a p te rs  12
and 1 3 ) . The i d e n t i t y  o f  th e s e  powers is  as f o l lo w s :  th e  "d ra g o n "  o f
c h a p te r  12 i s  S a tan  ( v .  9 ) ,  i t s  seven heads in d ic a t in g  th e  s u c c e s s io n
o f  w o r ld  pow ers th ro u g h  w h ich  Satan has o p e ra te d . The " b e a s t "  o f  chap ­
te r  13 , a c o m p o s ite  o f  th e  fo u r  b e a s ts  o f  Dan 7 ( r e p r e s e n t in g  B a b y lo n ,
F o rd ,  A b o m in a tio n  o f  D e s o la t io n , p . 236.
c Zn th e  A p o c a ly p s e , th e  two c a te g o r ie s  o f  p e o p le , r ig h te o u s  and 
w ic k e d , a re  d e s c r ib e d  r e s p e c t iv e ly  as " th o s e  who d w e ll  in  heaven" 
(1 2 :1 2 ;  1 3 :6 ; c f .  1 8 :20  RSV; 19:1 4 )  and " th o s e  who d w e l l  on e a r th "
( e . g . ,  6 :1 0 ; 3 :1 3 ; 1 3 :8 ) .  See a ls o  Min e a r , I  Saw a Mew E a r t h , p .  261;
and M o r r is ,  R e v e la t io n , p . 109-
^ I t  is  a t r i n i t y  o f  p o w e rs , in  fu n c t io n  r o u g h ly  a p p ro x im a t in g  
th e  h e a v e n ly  T r i n i t y .  The p r im a l p o w e r, th e  d ra g o n , who g iv e s  a u th o r ­
i t y  to  th e  second power ( 1 3 : 2 ) ,  s u g g e s ts  th e  F a th e r  g iv in g  a u t h o r i t y  to  
th e  Son (Jn  5 :3 0 ;  Mt 2 8 :1 3 ) .  The second member i s  s la in  and r e v iv e s
(Rev ’ 3 :3 ;  1 7 :8 ) ,  th u s  c la im in g  th e  a d m ira t io n  o f  th e  w o r ld  ( 1 3 : 3 ) ,  as 
Jesus was s la in  and r e s u r r e c te d  ( 5 :9 ;  1 :1 7 -1 8 ) .  e x c i t in g  th e  a d o ra t io n  
o f  H is  f o l lo w e r s  ( 5 : 1 2 ) .  The t h i r d  member b e a rs  w itn e s s  to  th e  second , 
s u p p o r t in g  i t s  c la im s  (1 3 :1 2 )  as th e  H oly S p i r i t  b ea rs  w itn e s s  to  
C h r is t  (Jn  16: 13—111) ;  he p e r fo rm s  p ne um a tic  m ira c le s  (Rev ’ 3 :1 3 )  as 
does th e  H o ly  S p i r i t  (A c ts  2 : 2 - 4 ) .  (See F o rd , "A b o m in a t io n  o f
D e s o la t io n , "  p p . 310; 2 3 6 -2 3 7 ; 2 8 3 ) .
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M e d o -? e rs ia . G reece , and Some) is  th e  e p ito m e  o f  and su cce sso r to  th e se  
p ow ers , c o rre s p o n d in g  to  th e  b lasphem ous " l i t t l e  h o rn ”  o f  Dan 7 (a s  a 
co m p a riso n  o f  Rev '3 : 5 - 7  w i th  Dan 7 :2 5  makes c l e a r ) .  O the r p a r a l l e l  
t e x t s  such as Dan 11 :36  and 2 7h 2 :3 —̂  e q u a te  h im  w ith  A n t i c h r i s t ,  who 
e x a l t s  and m a g n if ie s  h im s e l f  above e v e ry  g o d , so t h a t  he ta k e s  h is  s e a t 
in  th e  te m p le  o f  God, p r o c la im in g  h im s e l f  to  be God. P r e t e r i s t  commen­
t a t o r s  i d e n t i f y  t h i s  A n t i c h r i s t  w ith  th e  C a e s a rs , e s p e c ia l ly  Nero o r
1 2 D o m it ia n ; ' h i s t o r i c i s t s  see h im  as th e  p a p a cy ; f u t u r i s t s  b e l ie v e  he i s
a power or in d iv id u a l  y e t to  appear d u r in g  th e  t r i b u l a t i o n ,  p r e f ig u r e d
by th e  Caesars o f  J o h n 's  d a y .* ' The " f a l s e  p r o p h e t , ” a c t in g  as p r i e s t
fo r  th e  b e a s t by le a d in g  th e  •world to  w o rs h ip  i t ,  has a la m b l ik e
appea rance  (Rev 1 3 :1 1 ) ,  i d e n t i f y in g  i t  w i th  C h r i s t l i k e  r e l i g i o n  w h ich
e v e n tu a l ly  speaks l i k e  a d ra g o n , o r  S a ta n . Hence th e  " f a ls e  p ro p h e t"
can be equa ted  w i th  a fo rm  o f  a p o s ta te  C h r i s t i a n i t y  in  th e  l a s t  d a y s .
The most p ro m in e n t a n ta g o n is ts  a re  th e  Lamb ( a r n io n )  ve rs u s  th e  b e a s t
( t h e r io n ) .
There a re  tw o r i v a l  gove rnm ents  re p re s e n te d  by two th ro n e s .
The c e n t r a l  image o f  th e  book is  th e  th ro n e  o f  God (m e n tio n e d  f o r t y
t im e s  in  R e v e la t io n ) ,  a th ro n e  snared w ith  th e  Lamb ( 3 :2 1 ;  2 2 :1 ) .  In  
o p p o s it io n  to  t h i s  is  th e  r i v a l  th ro n e  o f  th e  d ra go n  w h ich  he s h a re s  
w ith  th e  b e a s t ( 1 3 : 2 ) .  A l l  o f  m ankind  w i l l  be persuaded  o r fo rc e d  to
e . g . ,  it. 3 a r c la y ,  H. 3. S w e te , G. 3 . C a i r d , M. K id d le ,  J . M.
c o rd .
^E. g . ,  E. 3. E l l i o t t ,  H. G. 'G u in ne ss , ?. F a i r b a i r n , 3. C. H.
L e n s K i.
" E .g . ,  G. E. L ad d , L. M o r r is ,  H. Hoeksem a, J. F. V a lv o o rd ,
M. C. Tenney, J . A. S e is s .
"Mounce , R e v e la t io n . p .  259-
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cow down b e fo re  one o f  th e s e  th r o n e s .
Issu e s  in  th e  E s c h a to lo g ic a l  T e s t 
The r i v a l  c la im s  to  w o rs h ip
The d iv in e  T r i n i t y  commands th e  w o rs h ip  o f  a i l  m ank ind  on the  
b a s is  o f  c la im s  w hich a re  c a r e f u l l y  c h ro n ic le d  in  th e  d o x o lo g ie s  o f  th e  
A p o c a ly p s e . God is  w o r th y  o f  w o rs h ip  because He is  th e  p r im a l Being 
who e x is t s  fo r  a l l  e t e r n i t y  (Rev 4 :8 )  and because He c re a te d  a l l  th in g s  
; U : 11; 1 4 :7 ) .  C h r is t  is  w o r th y  o f  w o rs h ip  because He -was s la in  and
redeemed men by H is  b lo o d  ( 5 : 9 ) .  As s o v e re ig n  Lo rd  and Judge, who 
d e te rm in e s  th e  d e s t in ie s  o f  men ( 1 1 :1 6 - 1 8 ) ,  'whose d e c is io n s  a re  ju s t  
and t r u e  ( 1 5 :3 —̂ ) .  ^od d e s e rv e s  th e  w o rs h ip  o f  a l l  n a t io n s  ( i b i d . ) .  He 
is  to  be w o rsh ip e d  because He o v e r th ro w s  H is  enem ies ( 1 9 :2 )  and g l o r i ­
f i e s  H is  chosen ones ( v v .  7 - 3 ) .  T hus, th e  b a s ic  c la im s  o f  God to  wor­
s h ip  a re  H is  e te r n a l  e x is t e n c e ,  c r e a t c r s h ip ,  r e d e m p t io n ,  s o v e r e ig n ty ,  
and v i c t o r y .
The a n t i t r i n i t y  makes s im i la r  c la im s ,  e v e ry  one based upon 
a e c e p t io n .  Numerous c o m m e n ta to rs  have n o t ic e d  th e  many ways in  w h ich  
th e  fa ls e  system  m im ic s , o r  p a r o d ie s ,  th e  t r u e .  S in ce  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  
o f  th e  t r e e  o f  know ledge o f  good and e v i l ,  e r r o r  has s u rv iv e d  o n ly  as a 
p a r a s i te  on t r u t h .  In th e  same manner i t  p ro p a g a te s  i t s e l f  in  th e  la s t  
d a y s . The b ea s t fe ig n s  c r e a t iv e  power  0 3 : 1 5 ;  o f .  1 1 :1 1 ; Gen 2 :7 )  by 
b r e a th in g  l i f e  in to  an im age o f  i t s e l f ,  "a  most im p io u s  u s u rp a t io n  o f  
G od's pow er” . I t  i s  wounded to  d e a th  in  th e  m anner o f  C h r is t  0  2 :3 ;  
o f .  2 : 5 )  b u t is  h e a le d  1 3 : 3 ) .  d e m o n s t r a t in g  r e s u r r e c t i o n  pow er 
'4 ) .  I t  c la im s  s o v e r e ig n ty  o ve r the  whole  w o r ld  on th e  b a s is  o f
K id d le ,  H e v e ia t ic n ,  p . 256.
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-.he a u t h o r i t y  g iv e n  to  i t  ' 13 : 2 , 3 ) in  d i r e c t  c h a lle n g e  to  th e
a u t h o r i t y  o f  C h r is t  (1 2 :1 0 ) .  I t  even e x e rc is e s  i t s  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  ±2 
m on ths ( 1 3 :5 )  o r th re e  and a h a l f  y e a rs  (Dan 7 :2 5 ) ,  c o rre s p o n d  i.ng to  
th e  L e n g th  o f  th e  m in is t r y  o f  C h r is t  ( 9 :2 7 ) .  ' Unable  to  c la im  j u s t i c e  
and h o l in e s s ,  i t  r e s o r t s  to  naked fo rc e  (Rev 1 3 :u ) and th e  r e s u l t i n g
v i c t o r y  ove r i t s  enem ies (1 3 :7 ) as a c la im  to  w o rs h ip  ( v .  3 ) .
In  many o th e r  ways th e  fa ls e  t r i n i t y  c o u n t e r f e i t s  th e  t r u e .  I t
p resum es to  p la c e  th e  m ark o f  i t s  name— i t s  own c h a r a c te r — upon th e
fo re h e a d  o r hand o f  e v e ry  l i v i n g  b e in g  ( 1 3 :1 7 ) ,  th u s  im i t a t i n g  th e
s e a l in g  o f  th e  s e rv a n ts  o f  God ( 7 :2 - 3 ;  1 U :1 ) .^  M a rk in g  on th e  fo re h e a d  
o r  hand i s  a p a ro d y  o f  th e  d iv in e  command to  b in d  th e  commandments as a 
s ig n  upon th e  hand and as f r o n t l e t s  betw een th e  eyes (D t 6 :3 ) .  J From 
i t s  th ro n e  i t  "o p e n s  i t s  m outh" in  th e  d iv in e  manner (M t 5 :2 )  to  " u t t e r  
b la s p h e m ie s "  ( 1 3 : 6 ) .  a s s e r t in g  i t s  own r i g h t  to  be God (2  Th 2 :d ;
Dan 11:36 ) .
The " f a l s e  p ro p h e t , "  a p p e a rin g  as a h o rned  lamb (Rev 1 3 :1 1 )  in  
im i t a t i o n  o f  th e  se ve n -h o rn e d  Lamb ( 5 : 6 ) ,  makes f i r e  come down from
heaven (13:13) in  th e  manner o f  E l i j a h  (1 X i : 8 : 33; 2 X i * : 1 0 ) ,  th u s
i m i t a t i n g  th e  f i e r y  d e s c e n t  o f  th e  H o ly  S p i r i t  a t  P e n te c o s t
(A c ts  2 : 2 - ^ ;  Mt 3:11). I t  works g re a t  s ig n s  in  o rd e r  to  d e c e iv e  man­
k in d  (Rev 13:13-Id; 16: 13— lu) - S ig n  ( se m e io n ) i s  th e  Jo h a n n in e  word
f o r  a m ir a c le  p e rfo rm e d  n o t fo r  i t s  own sake , b u t to  p o in t  to  a r e a l i t y
'The th re e  and one h a l f  y e a rs  o f  C h r i s t 's  m in i s t r y ,  how ever . 
a re  t r a n s la te d  in t o  p ro p h e t ic  t im e  when a p p lie d  to  th e  b e a s t (a s  th e  3 
‘ /2  days o r h a l f  a week o f  Dan 3 :2 7  become 3 * /2  t im e s  o r -*2 m onths ir. 
Dan 7 :25  ana Rev 1 3 :5 ) .
“ Mounce , R e v e la t io n , p . 262.
'B a r c la y ,  R e v e la t io n , 2 :1 2 9 .
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oeyond i t s e l f — th e  c la im  to  d i v i n i t y  (Jn  2 0 :3 0 - 3 1 ) .
The fa ls e  t r i n i t y  sends o u t i t s  " t h r e e  a n g e ls "  to  th e  w hole 
w o r ld  to  p re p a re  them fo r  th e  f i n a l  c o n f l i c t  (Rev 16: 13—1^1 s f  • 
1 4 :6 -1 1 ) .  I t  a p p e a rs  to  u n i f y  th e  w o r ld  under one m o n o l i t h ic  r e l i g i o -  
p o l i t i c a l  r u le  ( 1 3 :7 - 3 )  as i f  in  answer to  J e s u s ' p ra y e r  " t h a t  th e y  may 
a l l  be o n e " ( Jn 1 7 :2 1 ) .  Even th e  resp on se  o f  th e  w o r ld :  "Who i s  l i k e
th e  b e a s t? "  (Rev 'Z' -*1) Is  a p a rod y  o f  m an 's  g re a t  q u e s t io n ,  "Who is  
l i k e  th e e ,  0 L o rd , among th e  gods?" (Ex 1 5 :1 1 ) . *
W eakening th e  b e a s t 's  c la im s  is  th e  o f t - r e p e a te d  s ta te m e n t th a t  
h is  pow ers a re  o n ly  te m p o ra ry  and p r o v is io n a l ,  p e r m it te d  by God. The 
s i x - f o l d  e d o th e  ( " i t  was g iv e n " )  o f  c h a p te r  13 C w . 5, 7, I 11. 15)
in d ic a te s  t h a t  b o th  th e  b e a s t and th e  f a ls e  p ro p h e t a re  p e rm it te d  to  
o p e ra te  o n ly  b y  d iv in e  s u f fe r a n c e .
Thus m ankind  'w i l l  be c o n fro n te d  w ith  two sys te m s o f  w o rs h ip ,  
each c la im in g  d iv in e  o r i g in  and o f f e r i n g  e v id e n c e s  to  s u p p o r t  i t s  
c la im s .  'W hile  th e  sym b o lism  o f  R e v e la t io n  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  th e  f i n a l  
app ea ra nce  o f  A n t i c h r i s t  w i l l  be as a m o n s tro u s  o p p o n e n t o f  t r u e  r e l i ­
g io n  , th e re  is  much to  in d ic a te  t h a t  in  a c t u a l i t y  i t  w i l l  appear as a 
s u b t l e  i m i t a t i o n  o f  t r u e  r e l i g i o n ,  w i t h  tre m e n d o u s  p o t e n t i a l  to  
d e c e iv e .  To oppose th e  b e a s t 'w i l l  appear to  be o p p o s in g  God.
The m a rk -s e a l c o n t r o v e r s y  
Thar ac t e r
In  th e  f i n a l  c o n f l i c t  between good and e v i l  , e v e ry  man w i l l  be 
stam ped w i th  one o f  tw o names: God (o r  C h r is t )  o r th e  name o f  th e
See Leon 1 -fc rris  . The G ospe l A c c o rd in g  t o  John (G rand R a p id s : 
Zerdm ans, 1 ? 7 1 ), p p . 5 5 -6 7 .
" S a r c la y ,  R e v e la t io n . 2 :1 2 1 .
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b e a s t (Rev 14: I ;  T3: 1 7 ) . I t  a n t i q u i t y  a name was more than  a la b e l .  
I t  re p re s e n te d  c h a r a c te r .  ' When God p ro c la im e d  H is  name to  Moses, He 
d e s c r ib e d  H is  c h a r a c te r : m e r c i f u l ,  g ra c io u s ,  e t c .  (Ex 3 ^ : 6 - 7 ) .  To
know th e  name o f  God i s  to  know God as He has re v e a le d  H im s e lf .  7ne 
f u l l  d is c lo s u r e  o f  H is  n a tu re  and c h a r a c te r  is  g iv e n  in  Jesus C h r is t  , 
who has m a n ife s te d  H is  name (Jn 1 7 :6 , 2 6 ) . “
A p o s s ib le  r o o t  o f  th e  Hebrew word fo r  name, le ro , i s  w^m, mean­
in g  a b rand  o r m a rk . " The G reek f o r  m ark i s  c h a r a k t g r , fro m  c h a ra s s o , 
to  e n g ra v e , c u t i n t o .  A c h a r a k te r  can be the  in s t r u m e n t  used in  
e n g ra v in g  o r  c a rv in g  (a  stam p o r  d ie )  o r  th e  m ark -w rought o u t  on th e  
in s t r u m e n t .  Hence i t  means th e  e x a c t e x p re s s io n  o f  any pe rson  o r 
t h in g ,  a m arked l ik e n e s s  o r  p re c is e  r e p r o d u c t io n . "  Jesus C h r is t  i s  th e  
c h a r a k te r  o f  God (Heb 1 :3 ) .  “ihe  m ark stamped on an o b je c t  o r  person 
was c a l le d  a charagm a. A s im i la r  w ord i s  s p h r a g is . s e a l . w h ich  i s  
e i t h e r  th e  in s tru m e n t w ith  w h ich  one s e a ls  o r s ta m p s , o r  th e  m ark o r 
im p re s s io n  o f  a s e a l . "
Thus th e  p r im a ry  m eaning  o f  th e  m ark o f  th e  b e a s t and th e  s e a l 
o f  God ( c o n s is t in g  o f  th e  names o f  God and th e  b e a s t)  stam ped upon 
e v e ry  in d iv id u a l  is  t h a t  e v e ry o n e  in  th e  f i n a l  c o n f l i c t  i s  con fo rm e d  to
'M o r r is ,  R e v e la t io n , p . 59; A b b a , "Marne," p . 500.
“ Abba, "Marne," pp . 5 0 1 -5 0 2 .
" I b i d . ,  p .  501.
a
T h a y e r , G re e k -c n g lis h  L e x ic o n , s . v .  " c h a r a k t e r . "  p . oo5.
"B a u e r, G re e k -E n g lis h  L e x ic o n , s . v .  " s p h r a g is . "  The Greeks had 
th e  th e  id e a  th a t  th e  powers a round  God gave fo rm  to  th e  fo rm le s s  by 
s ta m p in g  H is  image upon them so t h a t  th e  w o r ld  became a copy o f  th e  
im ago D e i ( G o t t f r ie d  F i t t e r ,  " S p h r a g is . "  TDNT " : 9 U6 ) .
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-he image o f  God or th e  image o f  S a ta n . E ve ryone  b ea rs  th e  c h a ra c te r
o f  th e  d iv in e  o r  th e  d em on ic .
I th e r  im p l ic a t io n s  o f  th e  mark and s e a l
1. ( V n e r s h ip .  S e a lin g  to  m ark o w n e rs h ip  p ro b a b ly  goes b a ck  to  
an e a r ly  cus tom  o f  m a rk in g  a n im a ls ,  o b je c t s ,  and men, e s p e c ia l ly
s la v e s ,  b y  n o tc h in g ,  s l i t t i n g ,  o r  b ra n d in g .  P eop le  were o f te n  s e a le d  
by marks upon th e  b o d y : a s e rv a n t had a h o le  bo red  in  h is  ear to  show
he be longed  to  h is  m a s te r fo re v e r  (Ex 2 1 : 6 ) ;  c i r c u m c is io n  was a m ark
upon the  body sh o w in g  th a t  I s r a e l  b e lo n g e d  to  'fahweh (Gen 1 7 :9 -1 2 ) .
In  a n c ie n t  t im e s ,  g iv in g  someone a name e s ta b l is h e d  a r e l a t i o n ­
s h ip  o f  d o m in io n  and p o s s e s s io n  o ve r i t . ^  7 n u s , to  have th e  s e a l o f
led  means th a t  one is  th e  p r o p e r ty ,  th e  s la v e  o f  God, com ing  under H is
dom in ion  and a u t h o r i t y .  The s e a l in g  i s  a m a rk in g  o f f  o f  th e  p e o p le  as
■j
b e lo n g in g  to  God, H is  p o s s e s s io n . "  S i m i l a r l y ,  th o se  marked w ith  th e
name o f  th e  b e a s t a re  th e  s la v e s ,  th e  p r o p e r t y ,  o f  th e  b e a s t .
2 . P r o t e c t io n .  S e a lin g  was a s ig n  n o t o n ly  o f  p o s s e s s io n  b u t 
o f  p r o t e c t io n .  W ha teve r is  c a l le d  by som eone 's  name comes under th e  
p r o te c t io n  as w e l l  as th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  one 'whose name is  c a l le d .
‘ i b i d . ,  p . 9«1.
2Adam named th e  a n im a ls  (Gen 2 :1 9 - 2 0 ) ,  i n d ic a t in g  th a t  he e x e r ­
c is e d  d o m in io n  o v e r  c r e a t io n .  To name a conq ue re d  c i t y  (2  Sam 1 2 :2 8 ) 
s u b je c te d  i t  to  o n e 's  pow er. In  t im e s  o f  d is t r e s s ,  fo rs a k e n  women 
ensured m ale  p r o t e c t io n  oy r e q u e s t in g  th e  name o f  a man and s e e k in g  to  
oecome h is  p o s s e s s io n  ( Is a  ^ : 1 ) .  Tahweh g iv e s  th e  s ta r s  t h e i r  names as 
t h e i r  C re a to r  and Lord  (?s : H 7 : i ) ;  He a ls o  c a l l s  I s r a e l  by name, and 
th e re b y  e s ta b l is h e s  H is  c la im  to  i t  ( I s a  ^ 3 :1 ;  5 3 :1 9 . 2 Chr 7 : *U; Hans 
3 ie te n h a rd  , "Onoma .'* TDNT 5 :2 5 3 ) .
" F i t t e r ,  " S p h r a g i s p .  551-
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T h a t w n ich  is  c a l le d  by G od 's  name comes under H is  p r o t e c t io n .  Tn th e
A p o c a ly p s e , th e  s e a l o f  God p r o te c t s  from  th e  w ra th  o f  God ( Rev '5 : 2 - 3 ;
* 6 :2 )  ou t n o t from  the  ’w ra th  o f  th e  b e a s t (1 3 :1 5 ,  * 7 ) .  S im i la r l y ,  th e
m ark o f  th e  b e a s t p r o te c t s  from  th e  econom ic s a n c t io n s  ( v .  17) and
d ea th  decree  ( v .  15) o f  th e  b e a s t ,  th o u g h  i t  makes i t s  ow ners e l i g i b l e
fo r  th e  w ra th  o f  God ( 1 4 :9 - 1 1 ) .
j .  row er . H av ing  th e  name o f  a d e i t y  means h a v in g  power w ith
t h a t  d e i t y .  To be a b le  to  s e c u re  d iv in e  h e lp ,  one m ust know th e  d iv in e  
2
name. To have th e  name o f  God and C h r is t  th u s  means h a v in g  a ccess to  
th e  power o f  God (Jn 1 4 :1 3 ; 1 6 :2 3 -2 4 ; c f .  3ev 2 :1 7 : 3 :1 2 ) .
4. F i x i t y  o f  c h a r a c te r .  In th e  a n c ie n t  -world v e s s e ls ,  h o u s e s , 
g ra v e s ,  and docum ents w ere s e a le d  as a g u a ra n te e  a g a in s t  v i o l a t i o n  o r  
c h a n g e . ' The s e a l d e n o te s  r e l i a b i l i t y  (J n  6 :2 7 ) .  S a in ts  a re  s e a le d  to  
make them  G od 's  own in v io la b le  p o s s e s s io n  (2 Cor 1 :2 2 ; Eph 1 :1 3 -1 4 ; 
4 : 3 0 ) .  R e v e la t io n  p ic t u r e s  th e  e s c h a to lo g ic a l  s e a l in g  a f f i x e d  to  the  
s a in t s  im m e d ia te ly  b e fo re  th e  " g r e a t  t r i b u l a t i o n "  ( 7 :1 - 3 ,  I 1*) 
g u a ra n te e  t h e i r  im m u n ity  to  a p o s ta s y  and t h e i r  e te r n a l  s e c u r i t y  d u r in g
A bba , "X am e," p . 502. The c o n c e p t o f  a m ark o f  s e a l to  i n d i ­
c a te  p r o te c t io n  is  as o ld  as th e  m ark on C ain (Gen 4 :1 5 ) and re c u rs
th ro u g h o u t th e  Old T e s ta m e n t. The b lo o d  o f  th e  P assove r iam b ,
s p r i n k l e d  upon th e  d o o r p o s t s  and th e  l i n t e l  o f  I s r a e l i t e  homes 
(Ex 1 2 :7 )  was a s ig n  to  th e  d e s t r o y e r  t h a t  he s h o u ld  pass o v e r t h e i r
homes ( v v .  12, 2 3 ) .  E z e k ie l 's  v i s io n  o f  ju d g m e n t shows a w r i t e r  w i th  
an in k h o rn  s e t t in g  a m ark upon th e  f a i t h f u l  to  p r o te c t  them from  
s la u g h te r  by th e  e x e c u t io n e r  (Ezek 9 :4 - 5 ;  O tto  3 e t z , " S t ig m a T D N T  
~ : 661 ) .
o
_3ee J a c o b 's  re q u e s t (Gen 3 2 :2 9 )  and M anoan 's  (Jud g  * 3 : 7 7 ; .
God d is c lo s e s  H is  name so H is  p e o p le  w i l l  c a l l  on i t  (Gen 4 :2 6 ; 1 2 :8 :
'3 : 4 ;  2 6 :2 5 , e t c . ) .  C a l l in g  upon H is  name im p l ie s  f a i t h  in  H is  power 
( B ie te n h a rd ,  " Qnoma,"  p . 2 5 5 ) . By r e v e a l in g  H is  name, God h a s , as i t  
w e re , opened to  H is  p e o p le  a p a r t  o f  H is  v e ry  b e in g  and g iv e n  them a
means o f  a ccess  to  H im s e lf  ( E ic h r o d t  , T h e o lo g y  o f  0 T , 1 :2 0 7 ) .  Know l­
edge o f  G oa 's name th u s  im p l ie s  a r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  Him ( i b i d . ) .
' F i t z e r , " S p h r a g is , "  p . 9 4 *.
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c n a t e x p e r ie n c e .  T h e ir  c h a ra c te rs -  a re  f ix e d  in  l o y a l t y  to  Goa . As 
c o n q u e ro rs ,  b e a r in g  Clod's name on t h e i r  fo re h e a d s , th e y  n e v e rm o re  go
o u t o f  H is  te m p le  (3 : ‘ 2 ) .  B e ing  r ig h t e o u s ,  th e y  a re  r ig h t e o u s  s t i l l  
{ 2 2 :1 1 ) .  In the  same w ay, th o s e  w i th  th e  mark o^ th e  b e a s t no lo n g e r  
e x p e r ie n c e  re p e n ta n c e  o r change o f  c h a r a c te r .  The p la g u e s  r e v e a l  th a t  
t h e i r  c h a ra c te r s  are p e rm a n e n t ly  f ix e d  in  h a tre d  and o p p o s i t io n  to  God 
( 1 6 :2 ,  9. '1 .  2 1 ).
5. S ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  fo re h e a d  and the  h a n d . The hand and 
fo re h e a d ,  as th e  s i t e s  fo r  r e c e iv in g  th e  m ark o r th e  s e a i , ^ r e  s i g n i f i ­
c a n t .  These te rm s a re  f i r s t  m e n tio n e d  in  th e  P e n ta te u c h  (E x 1 3 :9 , 16;
D t 6 :6 - 3 ;  *1 :1 8 , 22) in  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  th e  commands o f  God: "You
s h a l l  b in d  them as a s ig n  upon yo u r h a n d , and th e y  s h a l l  be as f r o n t ­
l e t s  betw een your e y e s "  (D t 1 1 :1 8 ) .  The c o n te x t  e x p la in s  t h a t  t h i s  
means th e  t o t a l  resp on se  o f  th e  m in d , e m o tio n s , and b e h a v io r .  "You 
s h a l l  t h e r e fo r e  la y  up th e s e  w ords o f  m ine  in  yo u r h e a r t  and in  your 
s o u l"  ( i b i d . ) ;  you s h a l l  be " c a r e f u l  to  do a l l  t h i s  commandment w h ich  I  
command you to  d o , lo v in g  th e  lo r d  y o u r  God, w a lk in g  in  a i l  h is  ways,
and c le a v in g  to  h im " ( v .  2 2 ) ;  "yo u  s h a l l  lo v e  th e  Lord  y o u r  God w ith
a l l  yo u r h e a r t ,  and w i th  a l l  y o u r s o u l ,  and w i th  a i l  y o u r  m ig h t "  in
e v e ry  a c t i v i t y  o f  l i f e ,  w n e th e r te a c h in g  o r t a l k in g ,  s i t t i n g  c r  w a lk ­
in g ,  l y in g  down o r r i s i n g  up (D t 5 : 7 ) .  The fo re h e a d  s y m b o liz e s  th e
m in d , th e  t h o u g h t - l i f e ,  and th e  r i g h t  hand in d ic a te s  th e  deed or 
a c t io n . ~
Both  r i v a l  powers w ish  to  c o n t r o l  the  m ind and b e h a v io r  . A l l
o f  th e  fo l lo w e r s  o f  th e  Lamb have th e  name o f  God upon t h e i r  fo re h e a d s
Hoescsema, 3 e h o ld  He C om e th , p .  259-
“ H e n d rik s e n  . More Than C o n q u e ro rs  . p . ‘ 32.
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Rev ' d : ' ) ,  i n d ic a t in g  t o t a l  a l le g ia n c e  to  H im . The fo l lo w e r s  o f  th e  
b e a s t , on. th e  o th e r  h an d , have th e  n a rk  on th e  fo re h e a d  ( in d i c a t i n g  
b e l i e f ,  a l l e g ia n c e ) ,  o r th e  hand o n ly ,  i n d i c a t i n g  fo rc e d  o b e d ie n c e  
w i th o u t  m e n ta l a s s e n t .
o. S ix  hundred  s i x t y - s i x ,  th e  number o f  th e  b e a s t.  Ire n a e u s  
was th e  f i r s t  who a tte m p te d  to  ''re c k o n  th e  num ber o f  th e  b e a s t"  th ro u g h  
th e  p ro c e s s  o f  g e m a tr ia ,  t h a t  i s ,  a s s ig n in g  n u m e r ic a l v a lu e s  to  the  
l e t t e r s  in  a name. 1 The m ethods used s in c e  th e n  have been so d e v io u s  
and th e  s u g g e s t io n s  so b iz a r r e  th a t  i t  is  more l i k e l y  th e  m eaning is  to  
be found  in  th e  s y m b o lic  v a lu e  o f  th e  number s ix  i t s e l f . ^  S ince  seven 
ts  th e  p e r fe c t  n u m be r, s i x ,  b e ing  one s h o r t  o f  s e v e n , t s  th e  sym bol o f  
s i n . ^
The c r e a t io n  week g iv e s  fu r t h e r  s ig n i f i c a n c e  to  the  m eaning o f  
s ix  h und red  s i x t y - s i x .  S ix  is  th e  number o f  th e  c re a tu re  in  a l l  i t s  
fu ln e s s .  In s ix  days God c re a te d  th e  w o r ld ;  c r e a t io n  was c o m p le te  in  
a l l  i t s  f u ln e s s . S ix  i s  the  number o f  man ( a r ith m o s  a n th ro p o u , 
Rev 13: '8 5 — man in  th e  h e ig h t o f  h is  g lo r y  on th e  s ix th  day o f  
c r e a t io n .  The f u l l  week is  n o t e xp re sse d  in  th e  s i x .  h o w e ve r, b u t 
r a th e r  in  s e v e n .4 The se ven th  day is  th e  c ro w n in g  day o f  c r e a t io n ,  
when God d e l ig h t s  in  H is  w ork  (Ex 3 1 : IT ) and i n v i t e s  man to  e n te r  in t o  
t h a t  d e l ig h t  ( I s a  53 : 13—1u )— when God r e s ts  (Gen 2 :2 )  and man e n te rs  
in to  t h a t  r e s t  (Heb d ; 10) o f  the  co m p le te d  w o rk  o f  God in  c r e a t io n  and
A g a in s t  H e re s ie s  V. 29 -30 ; M in ea r , I  Saw a Mew E a r th , p . 260; 
B a r c la y ,  R e v e la t io n  2 :1 - 2 ;  Mounce, R e v e la t io n , p .  2 6 ^ .
" M o r r is ,  R e v e la t io n ,  p . ’ ?d.
'0 .  T. M i le s ,  As S ee ing  th e  I n v i s i b l e , (Mew T c rk : H a rpe r i  
Bros . ,  1 9 6 1 ), p . 30 .
JH oeksem a, B e ho ld  He Cometh, p .  d?5.
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re d e m p tio n  (Hx 3 1 : ’ 3. 1 7 ) . S ix  is  le g i t im a te  when i t  le a d s  to  se ven ;
i t  re p re s e n ts  man on th e  f i r s t  e v e n in g  o f  h is  e x is te n c e  e n te r in g  in t o  
th e  c e le b r a t io n  o f  G o d 's  c r e a t iv e  pow er. The g lo r y  o f  th e  c re a tu re  is  
r i g h t  i f  i t  le a d s  to  th e  g lo r y  o f  God. S ix  hundred  s i x t y - s i x  h o w e ve r, 
r e p re s e n ts  th e  r e f u s a l  o f  man to  proceed to  se ve n , to  g iv e  g lo r y  to  God 
as C re a to r  and Redeemer. I t  r e p re s e n ts  m a n 's  f i x a t i o n  w i th  h im s e l f ,
mail s e e k in g  g lo r y  in  h im s e l f  and h is  own c r e a t io n s .  I t  speaks o f  the
fu ln e s s  o f  c r e a t io n  and a l l  c r e a t iv e  powers w i th o u t  God^— th e  p r a c t ic e
o f  th e  absence o f  God. I t  d e m o n s tra te s  t h a t  u n re g e n e ra te  man is  p e r -
o
s i s t e n t l y  e v i l . -  The b e a s ts  o f  Rev 13 r e p re s e n t  man e x e r c is in g  h is  
s o v e r e ig n ty  a p a r t  from  G o d , ' man con fo rm ed  to  th e  image o f  th e  b e a s t 
r a th e r  an to  th e  image o f  God. Man a p a r t  fro m  God becomes b e s t i a l ,  
dem on ic  .
Man a t h is  s a ta n ic  h ig h e s t  is  d e m o n s tra te d  in  s ta g e  s ix  o f  a l l
th e  numbered sequences o f  R e v e la t io n  ( e x c lu d in g  th e  seven c h u rc h e s
w h ich  a p p ly  to  th e  s a i n t s ) , w h ic h  d e p ic ts  th e  z e n ith  o f  hum an-dem onic
r e b e l l i o n .  The s e v e n th  s ta g e ,  by c o n t r a s t ,  d e p ic t s  th e  v i c t o r y  and
s o v e r e ig n ty  o f  God. Thus th e  s ix t h  s e a l shows th e  k in g s ,  g e n e r a ls ,  3nc
g re a t  men o f  e a r th  g a th e re d  in  t e r r o r  b e fo re  God (6 :1 5 -1 6 )  w h ile  th e
u
s e v e n th  shows th e  s i le n c e  o f  h e a v e n ly  r e s t  ( 3 : 1 ) .  The s ix t h  tru m p e t 
d e p ic ts  dem onic h o s ts  d e s t r o y in g  m a n k in d , w h ic h  re m a in s  d e f ia n t  o f  God
1 2
I b i d .  " M o r r is ,  R e v e la t io n . p .  17h.
'Hoeksema , 3 e h o ld  He C om eth , p . J7 6 .
J - a i r b a i r n  g iv e s  t h i s  m eaning to  s i le n c e :  "The s t r u g g le  o f
c o n f l i c t  is  o v e r ,  th e  n o is e  and tu m u lt  o f  war have c e a s e d , and th e  
w ho le  f i e ld  l i e s  p r o s t r a te  b e fo re  the  one s o v e re ig n  and u n d is p u te d  
l o r d "  - 'P a tr ic k  F a i r b a i r n , P ro p h e c y : V iew ed in  R e s o e c t to  i t s  D is t in c ­
t i v e  N 'a tu re , i t s  S p e c ia l  F u n c t io n ,  ano P ro p e r  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n . IT .  £ T. 
C la r k ,  1865; r e p r i n t  e d . .  Grand R ap ids : Baker 3ook House, 1*376], p .
399) •
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?: '6 - 2 ' ! '  . w n ile  th e  se ven th  shows th e  t r iu m p h a n t r e ig n  o f  God and
C h r is t  ( * 1 : 1 5 ) .  The s ix th  p la g u e  shows oem onic s p i r i t s  i n c i t i n g  th e
w o r la  in to  w a r fa re  a g a in s t Tod ( 1 6 :1 4 ) ,  w h i le  th e  se ven th  b r in g s  G o d 's  
t r iu m p h a n t announcem en t. " I t  i s  d o n e !"  as He b re a k s  down th e  e v i l  c i t y .  
3 a b y lo n  ( w . 1 7 -1 9 ) .
The m ark o f  th e  b e a s t,  th e n ,  i s  a r e je c t io n  o f  th e  s o v e r e ig n ty  
o f  God— th e  Sabbath p r in c ip le  w h ich  i s  d e s ig n e d  to  e nco u rag e  man to  
seek h is  d i g n i t y  n o t in  h im s e l f  o r  in  n a tu r e ,  b u t in  communion w i th  God 
and p a r t i c ip a t i o n  in  'God's r e s t .  ‘ I t  i s  th e  Sabbath w h ich  d i s t i n ­
g u is h e s  betw een th e  c re a tu re  and th e  C re a to r  , w h ich  r e v e a ls  'who
d e s e rv e s  w o rs h ip  and who does n o t .  I t  i s  th e  Sabbath w h ich  demon­
s t r a t e s  G o d 's  s o v e re ig n ty  and m a n 's  d e p e n d e n c e . S ix  hundred  s i x t y - s i x  
by c o n t r a s t  is  th e  sym bol o f  th e  w o rs h ip  o f  th e  c re a tu re  r a th e r  th a n  
th e  C r e a to r .
The is s u e  o f  th e  commandments in  th e  n a r k - s e a i  c o n t ro v e rs y
A s tu d y  o f  th e  mark o f  th e  b e a s t (Rev 13 and 14)  and th e  s e a l 
c r name o f  God ( 7 :2 - 3 ;  1 4 : 1 )  r e v e a ls  t h a t  th e  commandments o f  God a re  a 
p r im a ry  is s u e  in  th e  c o n f l i c t :
The m ark on the  r i g h t  hand c r  fo re h e a d  (13 11 6) is  an a l l u ­
s io n  to  Dt 5 :6 —6 ( c f .  Ex 1319. 16; Dt 1 1 :1 3 ; Is a  3 :1 6 ) ,  'where God com­
manded I s r a e l  to  b in d  H is  commands "a s  a s ig n  upon your h a n d , and . . . 
as f r o n t l e t s  betw een your e y e s , "  an in ju n c t i o n  w h ich  th e  Jews l i t e r a l l y  
c a r r ie d  o u t in  th e  w ea rin g  o f  p h y la c t e r ie s .  Hence, th e  m ark on th e  
hand o r fo re h e a d  is  a p a rod y  o f  th e  in ju n c t io n  to  in c o rp o ra te  th e  la w s  
o f  God in to  o n e 's  th o u g h t and l i f e .  I t  s u g g e s ts  s u b s t i t u t in g  th e  law s
La r o n d e l le  . P e r fe c t io n ,  p . " 4 .
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o f  the  b ea s t f o r  th e  laws o f  God.
2. In th e  A p o c a ly p s e , th o se  'who have th e  m ark o f  th e  b e a s t a re
s e t  in  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  " t h o s e  who keep  th e  com m andm ents  o f  G od"
;1 U :Q _ 1 2 ). Hence i t  a p p e a rs  th a t  th e  m a rk /s e a l is s u e  has to  do w ith
th e  v io la t i o n  o f  th e  commandments o f  God on th e  one hand , and th e
k e e p in g  o f  them on th e  o th e r  .
3. The A n t i c h r i s t  power is  f r e q u e n t ly  c i t e d  as b e in g  opposed
to  the  law  o f  God. "He s h a l l  t h in k  to  change th e  t im e s  and th e  la w "  
(Dan 7 :2 5 ) ;  he c a s ts  th e  t r u t h  to  th e  g round  ( 8 :1 2 )  and h a te s  th e  " h o ly  
c o v e n a n t"  (1 1 :2 8 , 30. 32; c f .  Dt 4 :1 3 ) .  In  2 Th 2 he i s  r e p e a te d ly  
c a l le d  " th e  la w le s s  o n e " o r "m y s te ry  o f  la w le s s n e s s "  ( w .  3. 7 - 9 ) .
4. The w o rs h ip  o f  th e  b e a s t in s te a d  o f  th e  C re a to r  d i r e c t l y
in v o lv e s  th e  f i r s t  fo u r  commandments o f  th e  D e c a lo g u e :
a . The f i r s t  commandment, "Thou  s h a l t  have no o th e r  gods
b e fo re  m e," is  d e f ie d  b y  th e  b e a s t ,  who 3 e ts  h im s e l f  up as a n o th e r  god
to  be w o rs h ip e d  (Rev 1 3 :3 ;  c f .  Dan 1 1 :3 6 ; 2 Th 2 :3 —0  .
b . The w o rs h ip  o f  th e  image o f  th e  b e a s t v io la t e s  th e  second
command a g a in s t  th e  m a k in g  and w o rs h ip in g  o f  im a g e s . The c o m p u ls io n  to
w o rs h ip  th e  image o f  th e  b e a s t is  an a l lu s io n  to  Dan 3, where re p re s e n ­
t a t iv e s  from  th e  B a b y lo n ia n  Em pire ( v .  3) w ere co e rce d  on p a in  o f  d e a th  
( v .  5) to  w o rs h ip  an image r e p re s e n t in g  3 a b y lo n  ( th e  b e a s t ) .  T h is  
image w h ich  had s e x a g e s im a l d im e n s io n s  i s  s u g g e s t iv e  o f  th e  number s ix  
hundred s i x t y - s i x  Cv. ’ ) .
c . T a k in g  th e  name o f  God in  v a in , a v i o l a t i o n  o f  th e  t h i r d
commandment, i s  th e  s in  o f  th o se  wr.o b ea r upon t h e i r  b o d ie s  th e  
o lasphem ous name o f  th e  b e a s t (Rev 1 3 :1 7 , '■) 'who b lasphem es God and H is
'W h ite .  G re a t C o n tro v e rs y ,  p p . -W 5-U46.
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name . v . 5 ] .  The s a in ts  or' th e  A p o ca lyp se  bear th e  name o f  God in  
t h e i r  fo re h e a d s  '.3: ' 2 ;  1 4 : 1 ;  2 2 : 4 )  and h o ld  f a s t  to  th a t  name ( 2 :1 3 ) .
n eve r d en y in g  i t  i 3- 3) - d e c e iv in g  the  name o f  th e  b e a s t means 
a n im o s ity  to  th e  name and c h a ra c te r  o f  God.
d . The command in  c h a p te r  13 -o  w o rs h ip  th e  b e a s t and re c e iv e  
h is  m ark is  c o u n te re d  b y  th e  command in  c h a p te r  14 to  w o rs h ip  "h im  who 
made heaven and e a r th ,  th e  sea and th e  fo u n ta in s  o f  ’w a te r"  ( v .  7 ) ,  an 
a l lu s io n  to  th e  fo u r th  commandment: " f o r  in  s ix  days th e  Lord made
heaven and e a r th ,  th e  s e a , and a l l  t h a t  in  them i s "  (Ex 2 0 :1 1 ) .  The 
way to  w o rs h ip  'God as C re a to r  i s  to  keep H is  Sabbath in  memory o f  H is  
w ork  o f  c r e a t io n  (Gen 2 : 1 - 3 ) .
The S abbath  in  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  la w  c o rre s p o n d s  to  th e  stamp o r 
s e a l o f  th e  s u z e ra in  in  th e  h e a r t  o f  a n c ie n t  t r e a t y  docum en ts . The 
Sabbath  is  a s ig n  or s e a l o f  G o d 's  a u t h o r i t y  as C re a to r ,  th e  sphe re  o f  
H is  a u t h o r i t y  b e in g  "h ea ve n  and e a r th "  (Ex 31 - 1T ; 2 0 :1 1 ; Gen 2 :1 - 3 ) -  
S a b b a th ke e p in g  th u s  becomes a s e a l upon th e  one who b ea rs  G od 's  im age , 
p ro c la im in g  God’ s a b s o lu te  s o v e r e ig n ty  e ve r him  and h is  co ve n a n t 
c o n s e c ra t io n  to  God. -
The is s u e  o f  c o e rc io n  v s .  freedom
In  th e  f i n a l  t e s t  o f  c h a ra c te r  , o o th  r i v a l  powers w ish  to  
im p r in t  t h e i r  c h a ra c te r s  upon m a n k in d , as in d ic a te d  by th e  u n i v e r s a l i t y  
o f  th e  mark and s e a l (Rev 1 3 :3 ) .  3 o th  w ish  to  o b ta in  a b s o lu te  c o n t r o l  
over th e  m inds and b e h a v io r  o f  men. God's c la im  i s  based upon H is  
s o v e re ig n  r i g h t  as C re a to r  and Redeemer to  c re a te  and r e c re a te  man in
M e re d ith  G. K l in e  , T re a ty  o f  th e  G re a t K in g : th e  C ovenant 
S t r u c tu r e  c f  G e u te ro n o m y , (G rand R a p id s : Eerdm ans, 1 9 6 3 ), pp. *3—G 9-
“ I b id  .
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H is  im a ge . S a ta n , as she d e s t r o y e r  1 9 :1 1 ) .  seeks to  mold m ankind  in t o  
th e  image o f  th e  b e a s t C * 3 :1 5 . 1 8 ) . Both  powers em ploy e f f e c t i v e  means 
to  win men to  t h e i r  s id e s .
S ig n s  v s .  t r u t h
In  th e  .Vew T e s ta m e n t, s ig n s  and m ira c le s  a re  o f te n  c i t e d  as
e v id e n c e s  fo r  th e  d iv in e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  C h r is t  and H is  a p o s t le s  ( e . g . .
Jn 2 0 :2 0 -3 1 ; A c ts  2 :2 2 ; Heb 2 : “ ) ,  a s ig n  b e in g  a m ira c le  whose p u rp o se
is  to  in s p i r e  b e l i e f .  In  th e  book o f  R e v e la t io n ,  h o w e ve r, s ig n s  a re
p e rfo rm e d  o n ly  by dem onic fo rc e s  (1 3 :1 3 -1 *1 ; 16: 14; 1 9 :2 0 ) . '  These a re
in te n d e d  to  p ro v id e  c o e rc iv e  e v id e n c e  fo r  b e l i e f  in  and o b e d ie n c e  to
th e  b e a s t .  The m e n tio n  o f  a " f a l s e  p ro p h e t"  w o rk in g  s ig n s  is  in te n d e d
as a re m in d e r o f  J e s u s ' w a rn in g  in  th e  " l i t t l e  a p o c a ly p s e " :
"F o r  fa ls e  p ro p h e ts  w i l l  a r is e  and show g re a t  s ig n s  and w o n d e rs , so 
as to  le a d  a s t r a y ,  i f  p o s s ib le ,  even th e  e le c t "  (M t. 2 4 : 2 4 )  .
Pau l a ls o  warns a g a in s t  th e  d e c e p t iv e  power o f  A n t i c h r i s t :
"The com ing o f  th e  la w le s s  one by th e  a c t i v i t y  o f  Satan w i l l  be
w ith  a i l  power and 'w ith  p re te n d e d  s ig n s  and 'wonders, and w i th  a l l  
w icked d e c e p tio n  fo r  th o s e  who a re  to  p e r is h "  (2 Th 2 :9 - 1 0 ) •
7ne n a tu re  o f  th e  s ig n s  i s  su g g e s te d  in  th e  one s p e c i f i c a l l y
m e n tio n e d : "m a k in g  f i r e  come down from  heaven to  e a r th  in  th e  s ig h t  o f
men" (Rev *3 : 1 3 )- T h is  im i t a t i o n  o f  th e  E l i j a h  m ira c le s  (1 K i 1 8 :3 8 ;
2 K i 1 :1 0 ; Rev 11 :5 ) i s  in te n d e d  to  m im ic  th e  f i e r y  d e s c e n t o f  th e
S p i r i t  a t P e n te c o s t (A c ts  2 : 2 - 4 ) ,  s in c e  f i r e  is  a sym bol o f  th e  H o ly
S p i r i t  (M t 2 :1 1 ; - k  5 :1 6 ; ’ 2 : 4 0 ) .  I t  a p p e a rs , th e n , c h a t th e  s ig n s  and
w onders o f  th e  l a s t  days w i l l  be o f  a p s e u d o -P e n te c c s ta l n a tu r e .
P e rfo rm in g  th e  s ig n s  a re  dem onic s p i r i t s  in v a d in g  th e  w o r lc
Though s im i la r  m ir a c le s  a re  p e rfo rm e d  by th e  Two w itn e s s e s  
• ( * 1 :5 -6 ) ,  th e y  a re  n e t c a l le d  s ig n s  b u t  p la g u e s ; i . e . ,  t h e i r  p u rp o s e  i s  
n o t to  c re a te  b e l i e f ,  b u t to  p u n is h  t h e i r  e n e m ie s .
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l i k e  th e  f r o g s  o f  E gypt (Rev 1 6 : ’ 3 - ' 4 '1 Ln S c r io t u r e ,  f r o g s  a re  a lw ays 
an a l lu s io n  to  the  p la g u e  on E gyp t (Ps "’ 3 :^ 5 ;  ’ 0 5 :3 0 )  d u r in g  w nich  th e  
h o u s e s , bedcham bers , b e d s , b o w ls ,  and ovens o f  k in g  and s e r f  a l i k e  were 
m vace d  by th e  p e s ts  (Ex 3 :3 - - 0 -  Babylon i t s e l f ,  a f i g u r e  fo r  a p o s ta te  
r e l i g i o n ,  becomes "a  d w e l l in g  p la c e  o f  dem ons, a h a u n t o f  e v e ry  f o u l  
s p i r i t "  (Rev * 8 :2 ) .  As demonism was ram pant a t  th e  f i r s t  a dve n t o f  
C h r is t  , i t  seems d e s t in e d  to  rea pp ea r w ith  renewed v ig o r  b e fo re  th e  
second a d v e n t. Thus s ig n s  and w on de rs , p e rfo rm e d  b y  th e  s u p e rn a tu ra l 
power o f  dem ons, w i l l  d e c e iv e  th o se  who d w e ll on th e  e a r th  C13 - I 1* ) .
G od's u l t im a t e  weapon in  th e  b a t t le  fo r  m e n 's  m inds i s  n o t 
s ig n s ,  b u t t r u t h .  He sends o u t ,  n o t th re e  f o u l  s p i r i t s  w o rk in g  s ig n s ,  
o u t th re e  m ig h ty  a n g e ls  p ro c la im in g  th e  e v e r la s t in g  g o s p e l (1 U ;6 -1 2 ) .  
T h e ir  message is  a p o w e r fu l a ppea l to  w o rs h ip  th e  C re a to r  ( v .  7) r a th e r  
th an  th e  b e a s t ( v v .  9 - 1 1 ) ,  to  keep H is  commandments ( v .  12;  c f .  1 2 : 1 7 ) ,  
and to  nave f a i t h  in  Jesus ( v .  1 2 ) .  The t e s t  o f  t r u t h  is  n o t m ir a c le s ,  
b u t " th e  word o f  God and th e  te s t im o n y  o f  Je sus" p ro c la im e d  by th e  
g re a t  m u l t i tu d e  who g a in  th e  v i c t o r y  o v e r th e  b e a s t and i t s  image 
( 2 0 : ^ ;  c f .  ’ 2 : 1 1 ,  17;  c f .  1 :9 ; 5 : 9 ) .  "The word o f  God and th e  t e s t i ­
mony o f  Je su s " must be u n d e rs to o d  as th e  g o s p e l o f  J e s u s ' death  and 
r e s u r r e c t io n  ( 1 : 1 3 ) ,  H is  power to  save from  s in  ( 1 : 5 ;  1 2 : 1 0 - 1 1 )  and
t r a n s fo rm  men in t o  H is  l ik e n e s s  ( 1 4 : 1 )  th ro u g h  th e  b lo o d  o f  th e  Lamb 
( 7 : 1 9 ;  1 2 : 1 1 ) .  G od's w itn e s s e s  p rophesy to  th e  " g r e a t  c i t y "  a l l e g o r i ­
c a l l y  c a l le d  Sodom, E g y p t ,  and a p o s ta te  Je ru s a le m  ( 1 1 :3 ,  ‘’ —3 ) ;  a c r y  
goes o u t  to  S a b y lo n : "Come o u t  o f  h e r ,  my p e o p le "  ( 1 3 : 4 ) .  Those wno
come o u t o f  E abylon  to  'u n ite  w ith  the  p e o p le  o f  God w i l l  have to  ta ke  
t h e i r  s ta n d  upon th e  o b je c t iv e  e v id e n c e  o f  t r u t h  r a th e r  th an  th e
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s u b j e c t i v e  e v id e n c e  o f  t h e i r  own s e n s e s — th e  s i g n s  and w o n d ers  o f
A n t i c h r i s t .
The d ea th  decrees
G rea te r p re s s u re s  th a n  th o s e  o f  th e  i n t e l l e c t  w i l l  be b ro u g h t 
to  bear upon m a n k in d . 'J l t im a t e ly  a l l  w i l l  be fa ce d  w i th  th e  is s u e  o f  
s u r v i v a l— a c h o ic e  be tw een  l i f e  and d e a th .
The b e a s t pow ers com pel w o rs h ip  by means o f  an econom ic  b o y c o t t  
upon a i l  who re fu s e  t h e i r  m ark ( 1 3 :1 7 ) .  As a u n iv e r s a l  w o r ld  pow er, 
th e  b e a s t has c o n t r o l  o f  a l l  phases o f  l i f e — p o l i t i c a l ,  e c o n o m ic , and 
r e l i g i o u s .  A l l  -who re fu s e  i t  homage, b e in g  u n a b le  to  buy c r  s e l l ,  a re  
exposed p u b l i c l y  so t h a t  th e y  can be s in g le d  o u t  fo r  th e  d e a th  decree  
(1 3 : 1 5 ) . '
The t h i r d  a n g e l o f  Rev 14 p ronounces  a f a r  x o rs e  f a t e  fo r  th o se  
who do_ w o rs h ip  th e  b e a s t and i t s  image and r e c e iv e  i t s  m a rk . They a re  
to  d r in k  o f  th e  w ine  o f  th e  w ra th  o f  God ( 1 4 : 9 - 1 0 ) — th e  seven bow ls  
poured  o u t upon th e  b e a s t - w c r s h ip e r s , which p roduce  th e  m ost t e r r i b l e  
sc o u rg e s  ever known to  m ankind  (c h a p te r  ’ o ) .  And th e s e  s co u rg e s  a re  
b u t  a fo r e ta s te  o f  th e  f i n a l  to rm e n t in  th e  la k e  o f  f i r e  ( 1 4 : 1 0 - 1 1 ) .
T hus, th e  p re s s u re s  upon a l l  o f  m ankind w i l l  be e x tre m e . The 
commands to  w o rs h ip  th e  b e a s t on th e  one hand and God on th e  o th e r  a re  
b o th  e n fo rc e d  w ith  th e  d e a th  p e n a l ty .  In s p it e  o f  t h i s  f a c t ,  h o w e ve r, 
i t  can be s a id  t h a t  th e  b e a s t uses fo rc e  whereas God uses o n ly  p e rs u a ­
s io n  .
The b e a s t - s y n d ic a te  ’’ causes  a l l ,  b o th  s m a ll and g r e a t ,  b o th
W il l ia m  G. Johnsson , "The S a ta n ic  T r i n i t y :  an e x p o s it io n  o f  
R e v e la t io n  IB . "  m a n u s c r ip t  s u b m it te d  to  th e  D a n ie l ana R e v e la t io n  Com­
m it te e  o f  th e  G e n e ra l C on fe re nce  o f  S e v e n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s ,  '9 8 1 .
p . 27.
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r i c h  and poor , b o th  fre e  and s la v e ,  to  be m arked on bhe r i g h t  hand o r 
th e  fo re h e a d "  (1 3 :1 6 ) .  He makes ( p o ie in ) , he com pels them to  r e c e iv e
th e  m a rk . The fa c t  th a t  th e y  r e c e iv e  i t  on th e  hand o r on th e  fo re h e a d
is  s i g n i f i c a n t .  To re c e iv e  th e  m ark on th e  fo re h e a d  in d ic a te s  m e n ta l 
a s s e n t and a l le g ia n c e  to  th e  b e a s t .  Many, h ow eve r, do n o t b e l ie v e  in  
th e  c la im s  o f  th e  b e a s t. He c a n n o t command t h e i r  l o y a l t y ,  th o u g h  he
tan  c o e rc e  t h e i r  b e h a v io r .  Thus th e y  r e c e iv e  the  m ark on th e  hand—  
th e y  go th ro u g h  th e  m o tio n s  o f  b e a s t -w o rs h ip — though  i t  c o n t r a d ic t s  
t h e i r  in w a rd  c o n v ic t io n s .
A t th e  t im e  when a l l  o f  m ank ind  is  b ro u g h t to  the  t e s t , th e
b e a s t 's  d e a th  d e c re e  is  in  th e  p re s e n t w hereas 'God's d e a th  d e c re e  i s  
f u t u r e .  The c h o ic e  is  between p re s e n t  s u r v i v a l  and fu tu r e  r e t r i b u t i o n ,  
o r p re s e n t  d e a th  and fu tu r e  re w a rd . For th e  g re a t  m a jo r i t y ,  th e  co n ­
c e rn s  o f  th e  p re s e n t fa r  o u tw e ig h  th e  c o n c e rn s  o f  th e  f u t u r e . To go 
a lo n g  w i t h  b e a s t-w o rs h ip  is  e x p e d ie n t f o r  th e  p re s e n t c r i s i s .  T ho ug h ts  
o f  th e  fu tu r e  a re  te m p o r a r i ly  d is m is s e d  ( th o u g h  th e y  r e tu r n  -w ith  e v e r -  
in c r e a s in g  d re a d ) .  d e c e iv in g  th e  m ark is  th e  co u rse  o f  le a s t  r e s i s ­
ta n c e  .
Thus , a t the  tim e  when th e  w o r ld  is  t e s t e d , th e  b e a s t uses 
fo r c e  w hereas God uses o n ly  p e rs u a s io n  based upon ju d g m e n ts  and re w a rd s  
to  com e. 'fe t He d e s ire s  o n ly  th e  w o rs h ip  and a lle g ia n c e  t h a t  come from  
f r e e  c h o ic e .  He does n o t com pel anyone to  re c e iv e  H is  s e a l ,  th o u g n  He 
i s  e n t i t l e d  to  th e  lo y a i t y  o f  H is  c r e a t u r e s .  R e c e iv in g  th e  s e a i is  n o t 
c o m p lia n c e  w i th  th e  m a jo r i t y ;  i t  i s  t r a v e l in g  u ps trea m  a g a in s t  th e
c u r r e n t  o f  c o n fo r m i t y .  I t  is  n o t  easy  to  r e c e iv e  th e  s e a i :  th e  q u a l i ­
f i c a t i o n s  a re  h ig h .  Gne m ust be a s e rv a n t  o f  God (7 :3 )  w i t h  ro b e s
washed w h ite  in  the  b lo od  o f  th e  lamb ( v .  1 *0 , who re m a in s  lo y a l  to
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C h r is t  ' '4 :  u ) ,  f o l lo w in g  the  Lamb ( i b i d . )  even bo d e a th  ( 1 2 :1 1 ) .  Tct 
God g r a c io u s ly  e x te n d s  th e  i n v i t a t i o n  to  a l l :  "The S p i r i t  and th e
3 r id e  sa y , 'C o m e '”  ( 2 2 :1 7 ) .  A l l  who choose  may jo in  th e  s e le c t  company 
who have th e  F a t h e r 's  name in  t h e i r  fo re h e a d s .
Three ic in d s  o f  p e o p le  w ith  th re e  k in d s  o f  c h a ra c te r  emerge from  
the  is s u e  o f  c o e rc io n  v s .  f r e e  c h o ic e :
1. There  is  th e  'w h o le -h e a rte d  w o rs h ip e r  o f  God. He v o lu n t a r ­
i l y  chooses th e  s e r v ic e  o f  God, 3 t  g re a t  p e rs o n a l c o s t  (and re w a rd )  to  
h im s e l f .  He s u f f e r s  g re a t  p e r s e c u t io n ,  b u t p re s e rv e s  h is  i n t e g r i t y .  
He has a s t r o n g  r ig h te o u s  c h a r a c te r .
2. T here  is  th e  w h o le -h e a r te d  w o rs h ip e r  o f  th e  b e a s t .  The 
mark on h is  fo re h e a d  shows h is  a l le g ia n c e  to  th e  b e a s t and h is  f ix e d  
h a tre d  o f  God. He has a s tro n g  e v i l  c h a r a c te r .
2. There  is  th e  h a l f - h e a r te d  w o rs h ip e r  o f  th e  b e a s t ,  w i th  th e  
m ark on h is  hand o n ly .  He is  to o  w eak, to o  s e l f i s h ,  to  r i s k  th e  lo s s  
o f h is  b u s in e s s  o r h is  l i f e .  He y ie ld s  to  c o e r c io n ,  g iv in g  up h is  
o p t io n  to  cnoose by c o n v ic t io n .  He c o m p lie s  o u tw a rd ly ,  w h ile  in w a r d ly  
h is  c o n s c ie n c e  condemns him  fo r  h is  c o w a rd ic e . As a co w a rd , he heads 
th e  l i s t  o f  th o s e  e l i g i b l e  fo r  th e  la k e  o f  f i r e  ( 2 1 : 3 ) .  He has a weak 
c h a r a c te r .  Zt  i s  i n t o  t h i s  c la s s  th a t  C h r is t ia n s  a re  in  m ost d a n g e r o f  
f a i l i n g ,  e s p e c ia l ly  lukew arm  L a c d ic e a n s  who are n e i th e r  c o ld  n o r h o t 
( 3 :1 6 ) .
The 'G oa l: P e r fe c t io n  o r  L o y a lty ?
The 14U.0CC are  those  who pass th e  supreme t e s t  o f  th e  l a s t  
Pays, th e  " g r e a t  t r i b u l a t i o n "  ( 7 : 1 4 ) .  They have a 'un ique  e x p e r ie n c e  
th a t  s in g le s  them o u t fo r  s p e c ia l  h o n o r : no one can le a r r .  th e  song
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'-hey s in g  e x c e p t th e  144,000 who have been redeemed from  th e  e a r th  
; *4 :3 )  •
Do th e  144 ,000  o f  th e  la s t  g e n e r a t io n  have to  re a ch  a h ig h e r
s ta n d a rd  o f  c h a r a c te r  than  th e  s a in ts  o f  any o th e r  g e n e ra t io n ?  do th e y
re a c n  a s ta te  c f  s in le s s  p e r fe c t io n ? ' The c r u c i a l  passage s ta te s :
I t  is  th e s e  who have n o t d e f i le d  th e m s e lv e s  w ith  women, fo r  th e y  
are  c h a s te ;  i t  i s  th e se  who fo l lo w  th e  Lamb w herever he g oe s ; th e s e  
have been redeemed from  m ankind as f i r s t  f r u i t s  fo r  God ana th e  
Lamb, and in  t h e i r  mouth no l i e  was fo u n d ,  fo r  th e y  are  s p o t le s s  
(1 4 :4 -5 )  .
I t  is  b e s t to  a n a ly z e  each segment o f  t h i s  d e s c r ip t io n  to  d is c o v e r  th e  
n a tu re  o f  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r .
" Mot d e f i l e d  th e m s e lv e s  w i th  women. "  Most com m enta to rs  a re  
agreed th a t  t h i s  s h o u ld  be in t e r p r e t e d  f i g u r a t i v e l y :  p o rn e ia  is  s p i r i ­
t u a l  a d u l t e r y ,  y ie ld in g  a lle g ia n c e  to  th e  A n t i c h r i s t  p o w e rs . The 
"women" h e re  a re  J e z e b e l ( 2 :2 0 - 2 2 ) ,  who in t r o d u c e s  fa ls e  r e l i g i o n  in t o  
I s r a e l ;  th e  " h a r l o t "  who is  "3 a b y lo n  th e  g r e a t , "  sym bol c f  th e  le a d in g  
a p o s ta te  r e l i g i o n  ( 1 7 : 1 - 6 ) ;  and th e  d a u g h te rs  o f  th e  h a r lo t  ( 1 7 :5 ;  
2 :2 3 )  who f o l lo w  in  her fo o t s te p s .
" They a re  v i r g i n s . "  The word v i r g i n  a g a in  is  f i g u r a t i v e :
" v i r g in  p u r e . "  I t  r e f e r s  to  th ose  who have re m a in e d  pure  when te m p te d
to  f a l l  away in t o  i d o l a t r y  (w h ic h  i s  p o l l u t i o n  and l i c e n t io u s n e s s ) . In
2
t h i s  case v i r g i n  ( p a r th e n o s ) is  th e  o p p o s ite  o f  p r o s t i t u t e  ( p o rn e ) .
I t  is  p o s s ib le  t h a t  th e  1 4 4 ,coo v i r g in s  s ta n d in g  w ith  th e  Lamb on Mount
By " s in le s s  p e r fe c t io n "  is  m eant th e  co m p le te  absence o f  s in  
and s e lf is h n e s s  in  m ind  as w e l l  as c o n d u c t on th e  one hand, and th e  
co m p le te  e x p re s s io n  o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s  a t  e v e ry  moment to  th e  maximum o f  
o n e 's  c a p a c i t y ,  on th e  o th e r .  There a re  no s in s  o f  com m iss ion  o r 
e m iss io n  .
“ G e rh a rd  T e l l i n g ,  " P a r th e n o s , "  TDNT 5 :3 3 6 .
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l i o n  a re  e q u iv a le n t  to  th e  B r id e  o f  th e  Lamb in  ' 9 : 7 .
The sym bo lism  th u s  fa r  in d ic a te s  l o y a l t y  to  C h r is t  in  th e
t o n f l i c t  w ith  A n t i c h r i s t .
F i r s t  f r u i t s . The 14U.CC0 are redeemed from  m ankind as f i r s t
f r u i t s  fo r  Cod and th e  Lamb (1 u : a ) .  The f i r s t  f r u i t s  o f  a l l  h a r v e s ts ,
w he th e r o f  g r a in ,  w in e ,  o i l ,  h on ey , f r u i t ,  o r  a n im a ls  and man ( in  t h is
case th e  f i r s t b o r n ,  Neh 1 0 :3 5 -3 7 )  were to  be c o n s e c ra te d  to  God. What 
i s  th e  s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  th e  f i r s t  f r u i t s ?
1. The f i r s t  f h u i t s  were s p e c ia l :  f r e s h  (Lev  2 :1 4 ) ,  c h o ic e
(Ezek 2 0 :4 0 ) ,  and b e s t (Num 1 8 :1 2 )  because th e y  w ere  th e  most a n t i c i ­
p a te d . Tne 144,000 a re  c h o ic e ,  f i r s t - q u a l i t y  f r u i t ,  " w i th o u t  b le m is h "  
( Rev 1 4 :5 ) .
2. The f i r s t  f r u i t s  a re  th e  p ro m ise  o f  a g re a te r  h a rv e s t to
come, o f  o v e r f lo w in g  b a rn s  and b u r s t in g  v a ts  (P ro v  3 :9 - 1 0 ) .  In th e  
P a u lin e  'w r i t in g s  th e  f i r s t  f r u i t s  o f  th e  S p i r i t  (Rom 8 :2 3 )  were a aown 
paym ent (Eph 1 : 1 3 - 1 4 )  o r p ro m is e  o f  much more to  com e. So th e  14U, G0C 
a re  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a much v a s te r  h a r v e s t , th e  h o s t o f  redeemeo from
a l l  ages as d e s c r ib e d  in  Mt 1 3 : 38—43-
3. The f i r s t  f r u i t s ,  by  v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  c o n s e c ra t io n  to  God,
were h o ly  (Num 1 8 :1 7 ) .  I s r a e l ,  as th e  f i r s t  f r u i t s  o f  God’ s h a rv e s t 
among the  n a t io n s ,  was h o ly  to  th e  Lord (J e r  2 : 3 ) .  The 144 ,000 , con­
s t i t u t i n g  s p i r i t u a l  I s r a e l ,  a re  a ls o  h o ly .  As I s r a e l ,  w ith  12 ,000  from  
e v e ry  t r i b e  ( 7 : u- 8 ) .  i t  is  th e  f i r s t  f r u i t s  o f  th e  g re a te r  h a rv e s t 
" f ro m  e v e ry  n a t io n ,  from  a l l  t r i b e s  and p e o p le s  and to n g u e s ”  ( v .  9 ) .
The c o n s e c ra t io n  o f  I s r a e l  to  God, b o th  l i t e r a l  and s p i r i t u a l ,  was to  
m e d ia te  b le s s in g  to  a l l  n a t io n s  (Gen 1 2 :3 ) .
- .  7ne c o n s e c ra t io n  o f  th e  f i r s t  f r u i t s  to  God made th e  w ho le
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n a rv e s t  h o ly  (P.om ’ 1 :1 6 ) ;  i t  was a to ke n  th a t  th e  w ho le  b e lon ge d  to
H im .
5. The f i r s t  f r u i t s  were b ro u g h t to  th e  house o f  Tod 
'E x  3U :26 ) fo r  use in  H is  s e r v ic e  (Num 1 8 :1 2 -1 3 ) -  2c th e  1Uh,0C0 a re  
’’ b e fo re  th e  th ro n e  o f  God , and s e rv e  him day and n ig h t  -w ith in  h is  
te m p le "  (Rev 7 :1 5 ) .  They e n jo y  a s p e c ia l  c lo s e n e s s  to  God: th e y
" f o l l o w  th e  Lamb w he re ve r ne g o e s " (1 U ;U ) .
T h is  3 tu d y  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  th e  f i r s t  f r u i t s  do n o t  d i f f e r  in
q u a l i t y  ( c h a r a c te r )  fro m  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  h a r v e s t ,  s in c e  a l l  a re  h o ly .
H ow e ve r, t h e i r  p r im a c y  g iv e s  them  a s p e c ia l p o s i t io n  and r o le  as 
s p i r i t u a l  le a d e rs .
" In  t h e i r  m outh no l i e  was fo u n d . "  T h is  d e s c r ip t io n  is  used a 
number o f  t im e s  in  S c r ip t u r e ,  e i t h e r  w ith  th e  w ord  d o lo s  ( d e c e i t ,  cun­
n in g ,  t r e a c h e r y )  or pseudos  ( l i e ,  fa ls e h o o d ) .  The P s a lm is t  d e s c r ib e s  
th e  r ig h te o u s  man as b e in g  w i t h o u t  g u i l e .  He who d w e l ls  on God’ s h o ly  
h i l l  (as  th e  iu u .q o o  o f  1 « :1 )  speaks th e  t r u t h  from  n is  h e a r t  and does 
n o t s la n d e r  w ith  h is  to n g u e  (?s 1 5 :1 -3 ) .  The fo r g iv e n  s a in t  has in  h is  
s p i r i t  no d e c e it  (?s  3 2 : 1 - 2 ) .  An Old Testam ent s o u rc e  o f  th e  d e s c r ip ­
t io n s  o f  th e  m u ,000 p o r t r a y s  th e  rem nan t in  I s r a e l  as th o s e  who "do no 
wrong and u t t e r  no l i e s ,  n o r s h a l l  th e re  be found  in  t h e i r  mouth a 
d e c e i t f u l  to n g u e " ( Zeph 3 : * 3 ) .  Jesus re c o g n iz e d  N a th a n a e l as one such 
I s r a e l i t e  " in  whom is  n o t g u i l e "  (Jn  l:U7 ). Absence o f  g u i le  was a lso  
a M e s s ia n ic  t r a i t  (1 Pet 2 :2 2 -2 3 .  quo ted  from  Is a  5 3 :9 ) .
L ie  p seu do s) in  th e  A p oca lypse  may mean m ore than  common 
u n t r u t h f u in e s s , j u s t  as p a r th e n o i  ( v i r g in s )  means m ore th an  common 
c n a s t i t y .  T n is  is  l i e  in  th e  sense o f  * Jn 1 :6 -1 0 :  2 :2 2 ;  - :2 0 ,  the
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ly in g  o f  ~ne a n t i c h r i s t  pow ers ( c f .  Rev H ) .  ' Mot th e  le a s t  l i e  o f  
t h i s  :<ind was found in  th e  1 4 4 ,CCO C i b i d  - )  - P e r fe c t  h o n e s ty  o f  speech 
was tne  o f  th e  c h a r a c t e r is t ic s  o f  th e  s e rv a n t  o f  th e  L o rd ; and the  
■ u u . jc o ,  l i k e  t h e i r  L o rd , a re  u t t e r l y  s in c e re  and g u i l e l e s s . ^
Does th e  absence o f  d e c e it  in  th e  14d,Q00 in d ic a t e  p e r fe c t io n ?  
T h is  i s  a c h a r a c t e r is t i c  o f  Jesus C h r is t ,  who was s in le s s ;  b u t i t  i s  
a is o  th e  c h a r a c t e r is t i c  o f  th e  r ig h te o u s  man, th e  r e p e n ta n t  s in n e r  
(Ps 3 2 :1 - 2 ) ,  th e  t r u e  I s r a e l i t e  (Jn  1:^*7) o f  any a ge .
" They a re  s p o t le s s . "  Does s p o t le s s n e s s  in d ic a te  p e r fe c t io n ?  
S p o t le s s  ( amomos) l i t e r a l l y  means w i th o u t  b le m is h  o r  d e f e c t . '  Behind 
th e  Mew T es tam en t use l i e s  th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  th e  G reek Old T es tam en t in  
w h ich  amomos i s  a L e v i t i c a l  te rm  f o r  s a c r i f i c e s  w i th o u t  any f la w  th a t  
w ou ld  make them u n f i t  to  be o f f e r e d .  I t  means u n b le m is h e d , s a c r i f i -  
c i a l i y  p e r f e c t . ^  The 144 ,000  a re  d e s c r ib e d  th u s  s in c e  th e y  c o n s t i t u t e  
a s a c r i f i c i a l  o f f e r in g  to  'God as f i r s t f r u i t s  (Rev 1 4 :u ) .
Amomos in  th e  S e p tu a g in t  i s  th e  e q u iv a le n t  o f  th e  Hebrew 
tam2m° w h ic h  means c o m p le te , u n im p a ir e d ,  w h o le , e n t i r e ,  and h e a l t h f u l  
when a p p lie d  to  s a c r i f i c i a l  a n im a ls .  ' H ow ever, th e  w ord  ta m im . as w e l l  
as th e  G reek amomos, soon d e v e lo p e d  from  th e  id e a  o f  c u i t i c  p e r fe c t io n  
to  m o ra l and e t h i c a l  b la m e ie s s n e s s ,  ̂ m e a n in g  in n o c e n t  , h a v in g
* ^
'L e n s k i , R e v e la t io n , p . 426. L a d d , R e v e la t io n . p . 192.
'B a u e r ,  G re e k -S n g lis h  L e x ic o n , s . v .  "  amomos . ’’
JS w e te , R e v e la t io n , p . 181; c f .  Hauck, "M Om os," TDMT 4 ;33Q ; 
T re n c h , Synonyms o f  MT, p . 379.
'S w e te  , R e v e la t io n . p . *81 . ^Rauck, ’’ Memos,'’ p . 33C.
G e s e n iu s , H e b re w -S n g lis h  L e x ic o n , s . v .  " ta m im , ’’ p . : C71.
^ T re n c h , Synonyms o f  MT. p . 380.
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i n t e g r i t y ,  and b la m e le s s -  in  o n e 's  w a lk  w i th  God.
When a p p lie d  to  God, i t  is  s a id  t h a t  H is  way is  p e r fe c t  ( t lm im ) 
.2 Sam 2 2 :3 1 ;  ?s ’ 8 :3 0 ; see a ls o  v .  2 5 ) .  Tamim is  a ls o  used to
d e s c r ib e  th e  h o ly  w a lk in g  o f  th e  f a i t h f u l . '  To be b la m e le s s  means to  
w a lk  w ith  God ( o f  Noah, Gen. 5 :9 ;  and Abraham , : 7 : 1 ) ,  and th u s  to
e x p e r ie n c e  in t im a t e  fe l lo w s h ip  w i th  H im . (M ote t h a t  th e  1 ^4 ,0 0 0  w a lk
w ith  God— th e y  " f o l l o w  th e  Lamb w h e re ve r he goes" [Rev I t
means to  seek Him w ith  th e  w ho le  h e a r t  (Ps 1 1 9 :2 ) and e n jo y  tw o -w a y
co m m u n ica tio n  w i th  Him (Job 12: * 0 .  The tam im  p e rso n  n o t o n ly  w a lk s  in
th e  law  o f  th e  L o rd  (Ps 119 :1 ) by o b e y in g  a l l  H is  p re c e p ts  (Ps 1 3 :2 2 ) ,  
b u t d e l ig h t s  in  G o d 's  w i l l  (1 1 9 : 1H, 16) and lo n g s  to  be s te a d fa s t  in
o b e d ie n c e  ( v .  5 ) .  I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  none o f  th e  men who w ere
tam im — N oah, Abraham , Job , and the  P s a lm is ts — w ere  s in le s s .  N e ith e r  
th e  Torah no r th e  Psalms assume t h a t  th e  s in c e r e  I s r a e l i t e  can l i v e  in  
o b e d ie n c e  to  th e  la w  w ith o u t  a ton em e n t and th e  need fo r  fo r g iv e n e s s .
The Psalms r e v e a l  th e  need fo r  G od 's  c o n t in u a l  f o r g iv in g  and k e e p in g  
power in  o rd e r  f o r  one to  be tam im  ( 1 9 :1 2 - 1 3 ) .  P e r fe c t io n ,  th e n  i s  n o t 
in h e re n t  s in le s s n e s s  b u t dependence on G od 's  f o r g iv in g  and r e s t r a in in g
4
g ra c e .  I t  means l o y a l t y  to  God (Ps 1 8 :2 5 )  and th e  in te n s e  d e s ire  to  
p le a s e  Him ( 1 1 9 :5 ) .  Thus tamim in  th e  m o ra l sense a p p lie s  to  an a t t i ­
tu d e ,  a r e l a t io n s h ip ,  r a th e r  than  to  a s ta te  o f  a b s o lu te  s in le s s  p e r ­
fe c t io n  .
The use o f  amgmos in  th e  Mew T es tam en t fo l lo w s  a s im i l a r
G e s e n iu s , H e b re w -S n g lis h  L e x ic o n , p .  ‘ 071.
~3auer , G re e k -2 n g lis h  L e x ic o n , s . v .  " amgmos. "
'T r e n c h ,  Synonyms o f  MT, p . 38C.
L a R o n d e lle ,  P e r f e c t io n . pp . 1 1 3 -1 1 5 .
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p a t t e r n .  Jesus was th e  s a c r i f i c i a l  iam b, w i th o u t  b le m is h  and w ith o u t 
s p o t ; 1 Pet 1 : 1 8 - 1 9 ;  Heb 9 : 1 4 ) .  The s a in ts  a re  to  be l i k e  H im , w ith o u t  
b le m is h  o r spo t ( 2  Pet 3: 1 4 } .  P ete r and Jude d e s c r ib e  what "s p o ts  and 
b le m is h e s " a re : r e v e l in g ,  c a ro u s in g ,  a d u l t e r y ,  g re e a  (2  Pet 2: 13—I 11) .
c a ro u s in g ,  r e v i l i n g ,  g ru m b l in g ,  b o a s t in g ,  f l a t t e r y  (J u d e  10, 12, 16,
2 3 ) .  3y ke ep in g  them from  f a l l i n g  in t o  th e s e  3 in s ,  le d  is  a b le  to  
p re s e n t  H is  p eo p le  w i th o u t  b le m is h  b e fo re  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  H is  g lo r y  
' v .  2 4 ) .  An o b v io u s  m ean ing  o f  amomos, th e n ,  i s  free do m  from  th e  s in s  
o f  f le s h  and p a ss io n  t h a t  c h a r a c te r iz e  th e  w o r ld l in g .
In E phesians th e  g o a l e n v is io n e d  fo r  th e  c h u rc h  i s  th a t  she be 
" h o l y  and b la m e le s s "  ( 1 : 4 )  n o t  o n ly  in  h e r  s t a n d in g — th ro u g h  
fo rg iv e n e s s  ( v .  7 ) ,  and th e  w ash ing  away o f  s in  ( 5 :2 6 ) — b u t in  her 
s ta te  ( v .  27; c f .  2 :1 0 ) .  The purpose  o f  re d e m p t io n  i s  h o ly  l i v i n g .  
S im i la r l y ,  in  C o lo s s ia n s  th e  r e c o n c i l in g  d e a th  o f  C h r is t  causes th e  
C h r is t ia n  c o n v e r t  to  become h o ly  and b la m e le s s  ( 1 : 2 1 - 2 2 ) ,  a s ta tu s  he 
m ust m a in ta in  by " c o n t in u f i n g ]  in  th e  f a i t h ,  s ta b le  and s te a d fa s t ,  n o t 
s h i f t i n g  from  th e  hope o f  th e  g o s p e l"  ( v .  2 3 ) .  7o " c o n t in u e  in  the  
f a i t h "  su gg es ts  th e  O ld T es tam en t id e a  o f  th e  " w a lk "  w ith  Cod. th e  
s te a d fa s t  r a th e r  than  s p o ra d ic  e x p e r ie n c e . The b la m e le s s  l i f e  must be 
a m o ra l l i f e  o f  o b e d ie n c e  to  th e  commandments f o r  th e  C h r is t ia n  
( 1 Tim  6 : 1 4 )  no le s s  th a n  f o r  th e  Old T es tam en t s a i n t .  He is  to  l i v e  a 
l i f e  o f  h o lin e s s  and g o d lin e s s  (2  Pet 3 :1 D  in  o rd e r  to  be found 
w i th o u t  sp o t o r b le m is h  a t  th e  com ing o f  C h r is t  ( v .  1 4 ) .  In o bey ing
C od 's w i l l  he is  to  be " z e a lo u s "  ( i b i d . ;  as h is  Old  T es tam en t c o u n te r ­
p a r t  was to  be " d i l i g e n t "  (Ps 119: a ) .
Tne Mew T es tam en t co n ce p t o f  amomos. th e n  , is  a s ta n d in g  th a t  
th e  C h r is t ia n  a c h ie v e s  b y  v i r t u e  o f  th e  c le a n s in g  (Eph 3 :2 6 -2 ? ) .
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r e c o n c i l in g  ;C o i '—. 2 2 ) ,  ana s e e p in g  (Jude  2 4 )  power o f  C h r is t  in  w h ich  
he p e r s is t s  by s te a d fa s tn e s s  in  th e  f a i t h  (C o l 1 :23 ) and o b e d ie n c e  to  
th e  commandments (1 Tim 6 : I 1* ) .  Amomos is  n o t d e s c r ib e d  as s in le s s  
p e r fe c t io n  a p a r t  from  th e  c le a n s in g  and k e e p in g  power o f  C h r i s t .  To be 
amomos is  n o t a q u a l i t y  u n iq u e  to  th e  1 4 4 ,COO, a s ta te  o f  p e r fe c t io n  
a ch ie ve d  o n ly  b y  th o s e  who go th ro u g h  th e  g re a t  t r i b u l a t i o n  o f  th e  l a s t  
d a y s . I t  is  G o d 's  e v a lu a t io n  o f  a l l  s a in t s .  O ld T es tam en t o r  Mew, who, 
l i k e  th e  1 4 4 , 0 0 0 ,  have "washed t h e i r  ro b e s  and made them w h ite  in  th e  
b lo o d  o f  th e  Lamb" (Rev 7 : 1 4 ) .  I t  i s  t h i s  w a s h in g , and th e  w a lk in g
w ith  th e  Lamb, t h a t  make them s p o t le s s .
C h a ra c te r  R e q u is ite s  fo r  P ass ing  th e  T es t
To be ove rcom ers  in  th e  g re a t  e s c h a to lo g ic a l  t e s t ,  th e  p e o p le
o f  God must have th e  f o l lo w in g  q u a l i t i e s :
1. The e x p e r ie n c e  o f  w o rs h ip .  S ince  th e  f i n a l  is s u e  i s  o ve r 
w o rs h ip ,  th e y  m ust know what i t  means to  w o rs h ip  God as He i s  w o rs h ip e d  
in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e — to  a s c r ib e  p r a is e ,  a d o r a t io n ,  and th a n k s g iv in g  to  
God , to  r e c e iv e  a l l  fhom Him and to  r e tu r n  a l l  to  Him as a c o n t in u a l
wav o f  l i f e .  C n ly  such an e x p e r ie n c e  w i l l  e n a b le  one to  r e s i s t  th e
w o rs h ip  o f  th e  b e a s t .
2. The a b i l i t y  to  make c h o ic e s .  Through -u n it in g  o n e 's  weak­
ness to  C h r i s t 's  s t r e n g t h ,  he m ust be a b le  to  choose  fo r  p r i n c i p l e
r a th e r  than  s u r v iv a l  , fo r  th e  f u tu r e  r a th e r  than  th e  p r e s e n t , f o r  th e  
u lt im a te  good r a th e r  th an  th e  im m e d ia te  b e n e f i t .
3. Che co u ra g e  to  r e s i s t  peer p re s s u re ,  to  fa c e  n o n c o n fo rm ity  
to  th e  w i l l  o f  th e  m a jo r i t y .  When a i l  th e  w o r ld  bows down to  th e  image
1 2 :3 ; c f .  Dan 2 :7 )  th e  p e o p le  o f  God s ta nd  e re c t  in  t h e i r  l o y a l t y  to
God ( v .  12) .
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■*. The a b i l i t y  to  d is t in g u is h  t r u t h  from  fa ls e h o o d ,  th e  gen­
u in e  from  th e  c o u n t e r f e i t .  The th e r io n  so c lo s e ly  m im ics  th e  a rn io n
th a t  b e a s t -w o rs h ip  'w i l l  appear to  be C h r is t - w o r s h ip . The s ig n s  and
w o n d e rs , a p p e a r in g  as th e  work o f  th e  S p i r i t ,  w i l l  ''d e c e iv e  i f  p o s s ib le  
th e  v e ry  e le c t "  (M t 2 4 :2 4 ; c f .  Rev '3 -  1 *0 . The p eo p le  o f  God w i l l  need 
to  b e l ie v e  t r u t h  r a th e r  than th e  p e r c e p t io n s  o f  t h e i r  own s e n s e s . They 
m ust be a b le  to  r e s i s t  n o t o n ly  th e  c o m p u ls io n  o f  f o r c e ,  o u t th e
c o m p u ls io n  o f  e v id e n c e .
5 . The q u a l i t y  o f  p a t ie n t  e n d u ra n c e . T h is  means th e  a b i l i t y  
to  w a i t ,  to  s u f f e r  o ve r an e x te n d e d  p e r io d  o f  t im e ,  y e t to  have an 
a t t i t u d e  o f  f i r m  c o n fid e n c e  and hope in  God.
6. The s tro n g  sense o f  l o y a l t y  t h a t  comes from  b e lo n g in g  to  
C h r i s t ,  from  b e in g  c a l le d  and chosen by Him ( 1 7 :1 * 0 .  T he re  is  f a i t h ­
fu ln e s s  to  C h r is t  as a f ia n c ie  to  h e r b e t r o th e d — th e  d e te r m in a t io n  to  
be p u re  and t r u e  ( 1 4 :4 )  'under a t te m p ts  a t  s e d u c t io n  ( 1 7 :2 ) — in  v ie w  o f  
th e  com ing m a r r ia g e  ( 1 9 :7 ) .
The e x p e r ie n c e  o f  f e l lo w s h ip  w ith  th e  body o f  C h r is t .  
S ince  th e  s a in t s  a re  re p re s e n te d  as a b o d y— th e  "woman c lo th e d  w i th  th e  
s u n " ( 1 2 : 1 ) ,  th e  144,000 v i r g in s  'w ith  th e  Lamb ( 1 4 :1 ) ,  th e  B r id e  o f  
C h r is t  ( 1 9 :7 ) — i t  is  t h e i r  p r i v i l e g e  to  e x p e r ie n c e  th e  o n e n e s s , sup­
p o r t ,  and s t r e n g th  th a t  comes from  th e  g ro u p .
Summary: th e  Z s c h a to lo g ic a l  T e s t o f  C h a ra c te r
The e s c n a to lo g ic a i  te s t  o f  c h a r a c te r  is  p r e c ip i t a t e d  by S a ta n 's  
f i n a l  a t t a c k  on th e  ch u rch  w h ich  ca use s  th e  " g r e a t  t r i b u l a t i o n . "  The 
is s u e  in  th e  c o n tro v e rs y  is  o ve r w o r s h ip ,  w he ther o f  God o r o f  th e  
A n t i c h r i s t  p o w e rs . e v e ry  in d iv id u a l  w i l l  b ea r th e  s e a l o f  God o r th e  
m ark o f  th e  b e a s t ,  in d ic a t in g  f i x i t y  o f  c h a r a c te r  in  th e  im age o f  God
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or S a ta n . The s i t e  o f  th e  .-nark and s e a l— in  th e  fo re h e a d  or th e  hand—
in d ic a te s  inw a rd  b e l i e f  o r  o u tw a rd  c o n fo rm ity .  I t  can be d e m o n s tra te d
t h a t  the  f i r s t  fo u r  com m andm ents, e s p e c ia l ly  th e  f o u r t h ,  a re  a t  is s u e  
in  th e  m a rk /s e a l c o n t r o v e r s y .  The A n t i c h r i s t  pow ers use s ig n s ,  won­
d e rs ,  and c o e rc io n  to  b r in g  m ankind  to  t h e i r  s id e ;  God uses th e  p e r ­
s u a s iv e  power o f  t r u t h .  The commands to  w o rs h ip  th e  b e a s t on th e  one 
hand and God on th e  o th e r  a re  b o th  e n fo rc e d  w ith  th e  d e a th  p e n a l ty ,  
fo r c in g  a i l  o f  m ank ind  to  make a d e c is io n .  Those ’who w ou ld  pass th e  
f i n a l  t e s t  must know th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  t r u e  'w o rs h ip , choose  fo r  p r in ­
c ip le  r a th e r  th a n  e x p e d ie n c y  even a g a in s t  g re a t  p re s s u re ,  d is t in g u is h  
t r u t h  fhom fa ls e h o o d ,  e n d u re  h a rd s h ip  o ve r a p r o t r a c te d  p e r io d ,  and be 
lo y a l  to  C h r is t .
The v ic t o r io u s  s a in t s  o f  th e  la s t  d a y s , c a l le d  th e  1 44 ,000 , a re  
c h a ra c te r iz e d  by in te n s e  l o y a l t y  to  C h r is t  and th e  suprem e d e s ire  to  
p le a s e  H im . A b s o lu te  s in le s s  p e r fe c t io n  is  n o t in d ic a te d  by S c r ip t u r e .
Ju d g m e n t: th e  E v a lu a t io n  o f  C h a ra c te r
The s u b je c t  o f  ju d g m e n t is  a m a jo r them e o f  th e  A p o c a ly p s e . 
The c e n t r a l  image o f  th e  bock is  th e  th ro n e  o f  God from  w h ich  is s u e
judgm ents  upon th e  w o r ld .  In  a c o u rtro o m  scene a n a lo g o u s  to  th a t  o f  
Gan 7 :9 -1 4 , Cne is  s e a te d  upon th e  th ro n e ,  s u rro u n d e d  by tw e n ty - fo u r  
e ld e r s  sea ted  on th ro n e s  (Rev 4 :2 - 4 )  -who make p ronouncem en ts  ( 4 :1 1 ;
" i  14) in  th e  manner in  w h ic h  th e  e id e rs  o f  I s r a e l  d is p e n s e d  j u s t ic e  a t  
th e  gate  (?s 1 2 2 :3 -5 ;  Gt 2 5 : ” - 1 0 ;  Ruth 4 :1 -1 0 ;  c f .  Lk 2 2 : 2 0 .  There 
are  w itn e s s e s  ( m a r ty re s  Rev 2 :1 3 ; l l : i )  who bea r te s t im o n y  m a r ty r ia  
5 :9 ;  * f : 7; 12: 11, 1 7 ), le d  by th e  W itn e ss  who is  f a i t h f u l  ' p i s t o s )
and t r u e  ( a le th in o s  1 :5 ; 2 :1 U) -  There i s  an a c c u s e r  ( k a te g o r  1 2 :1 0 ) ,  
a ls o  c a l le d  Satan ( f ro m  H eb . S a ta n , a d v e rs a ry  2 :9 ;  3 -9 * ’ 2 :9 )  and th e
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j e v i l  1 d ia b o lo s . th e  s la n d e re r  2 :1 0 ;  ’ 2 :9 .  1 2 ) , who is  th ro w n  o u t o f
c o u r t  when h is  case no lo n g e r  s ta n d s  (1 2 :1 0 - 1 1 ) .  T he re  i s  c o n fe s s in g
,'h o m o lo g e in  3 :5 )  and d e n y in g  ( a r n e is t h a i  2 :1 3 ;  2 :3 ) ,  f i n d in g  and h a v in g
(e v id e n c e )  a g a in s t  ( h e u r is k e in  3 :2 ; e ch e in  w i t h  k a ta  2 : 4 ,  14,  2 0 ) ,
a c c u s in g  ( k a te g o r e in  1 2 :1 0 ) ,  ju d g in g  ( k r in e in  6 : 10; 1 1 :1 8 : 1 6 :5 ; '8 :2 0 ;
19 : 2 , 11; 2 0 : 1 2 f . ) ,  and a v e n g in g  o r  v in d ic a t in g  ( e k d ik e in  6 :1 0 ; : 5 :2 ;
c f .  Lk 1 8 :2 . 5 ) ;  and ju d g m e n t ( k r i s i s  3ev 1 4 :7 ; 1 6 :7 ; 1 8 :1 0 ; '9 :2  and
k rim a  1 7 :1 ; * 8 :2 0 ;  2 0 :4 ) .  There a re  a ls o  re c o rd  hooks  ( b i b l i a  2 0 :1 2 ,
c f .  Dan 7 : 10) o u t o f  'which men a re  ju d g e d . ' The a u th o r  drew  h e a v i ly
o
upon m e ta p h o rs  from  th e  la w c o u r t -  because t.he A p o c a ly p s e  d e s c r ib e s  th e  
f i n a l  ju d g m e n ts  is s u in g  iVom th e  h e a v e n ly  c o u r t ro o m .
The P r in c ip a ls  in  th e  Judgment and T h e ir  F u n c t io n s
God
In  th e  A p o ca lyp se  God as s o v e re ig n  L o rd  a ls o  a c ts  as supreme
J u d g e ."  I t  is  H is  d u ty  to  b r in g  j u s t i c e  to  an u n ju s t  w o r ld  by re w a rd ­
in g  H is  s a in ts  and d e s t r o y in g  H is  enem ies ( 1 1 :1 8 ) .  He 'w a its  long
b e fo re  assum ing power and b e g in n in g  to  r e ig n  ( 1 1 :1 7 ) ,  r a is in g  a
q u e s tio n  re g a rd in g  H is  d e la y  in  e x e c u t in g  j u s t i c e  ( 5 : 1 0 ) .  B e fo re
d e s t r o y in g  H is  e n e m ie s . He ta k e s  m easures to  save them by p o u r in g  o u t 
p r e l im in a r y  ju d g m e n ts  d e s ig n e d  to  le a d  them to  re p e n ta n c e  ( ? :2 0 ) .  
W h ile  th e re  is  s t i l l  t im e  to  r e p e n t .  He announces th ro u g h  th e  th re e  
3 n g e is ' messages th e  hou r o f  th e  h e a v e n ly  c o u r t  s e s s io n  so th a t  men may 
tu rn  from  th e  w o rs h ip  o f  th e  b e a s t to  th e  w o rs h ip  o f  God and a v o id  th e
See T r i t e s ,  .NT C on cep t o f  W itn e s s , p .  161. ' I b i d ,  p . 162.
"T h is  is  to  be e x p e c te d , as r u l i n g  and ju d g in g  a re  synonymous
in  S c r ip tu r e  (Ex 2 :1 4 ;  Is a  3 3 :2 2 ; M t 1 9 :2 3 ; 25 : 3 1 -3 2 ) .
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f i n a l  o u tp o u r in g  o f  w ra th  •.14 :6 —1 1 ) .  When t h is  t h r e e f o ld  w a rn in g  is  
r e je c t e d .  He p o u rs  o u t  H is  f i n a l  p la g u e s ,  w h ich  avenge th e  b lo o d  o f  th e  
s a in ts  ( 1 6 :4 - 6 ;  19:2 )  and c o n f irm  men in  t h e i r  h o s t i l i t y  to  Him (1 6 :9 ,
’ 1, 2 1 ) .  7nus th e y  show th e m s e lv e s  to  be w o rth y  o f  G od 's  u l t im a t e
judgm en t o f  d e a th  in  th e  la k e  o f  f i r e  ( 2 0 :9 ,  1 4 -1 5 ).
Jesus
J e s u s , as th e  c o - re g e n t  w i th  God on H is  th ro n e  ( 3 :2 1 ;  2 2 :1 )
a ls o  ju d g e s  ( 1 9 :1 5 - 1 6 ) .  To th e  c h u rc h e s  He appears  as J u d g e -A d v o c a te , 
n o t in g  w ha t He has found abou t t h e i r  cases ( 3 : 2 ) ,  w hat He has a g a in s t  
them (2 :1 *, 14, 2 0 ) ,  and H is  w i l l i n g n e s s  to  p le a d  t h e i r  ca ses  b e fo re  H is  
F a th e r ( 3 : 5 )  i f  th e y  w i l l  r e p e n t .  He ju d g e s  H is  e n e m ic r by m ak ing  ’war 
on them w i th  th e  sword o f  H is  m ou th  (1 9 :1 1 .  15, 21; c f .  2 :1 6 ,  2 2 -2 3 ) .
A n g e ls
A n g e ls  p la y  an a c t iv e  r o le  in  th e  ju d g m e n t. The w h o le  v a s t 
h o s t o f  them is  p re s e n t a t  th e  ju d g m e n t p ro c e e d in g s  ( 5 :1 1 ;  Dan 7 :1 0 ) ,  
w itn e s s in g  whom Jesus c o n fe s s e s  o r  d e n ie s  as H is  own (Hev 3 :5 :  
I k  1 2 :3 - 9 ) .  They a re  th e  a g e n ts  o f  ju d g m e n ts  th e re  d e c re e d . They 
c o n t r o l  th e  weapons o f  d e s t r u c t io n — f i r e  (Rev 14; 18) and w a te r  C 1 6 :5 )  - 
They r e s t r a in  and re le a s e  d e s t r u c t iv e  fo rc e s  upon m a n k in d  ( 7 : 1 - 3 :  
3 :1 4 -1 5 )  a f t e r  m a rk in g  s p e c ia l  i n d i v id u a ls  fo r  p r o te c t io n  (7 :3 ,*  3 : 4 ) .  
They b lo w  th e  tru m p e ts  t h a t  s ig n a l  ju d g m e r.t-p la g u e s  ( 8 :7 ,  3, 10, e t c . )  
and pour c u t  th e  v i a l s  o f  G od 's  w ra th  upon H is  enem ies ( 1 5 :7 ;  1 6 :1 ) .
As h e ra ld s  from  th e  h e a v e n ly  c o u r t r o o m , th e y  p ro c la im  th e  a r r i v a l  o f  
s c n e d u le d  t im e s — as th e  end o f  t im e  (1C : 5 ) ,  th e  hour o f  judgm en t 
( 1 4 :7 ) ,  th e  hour fo r  re a p in g  th e  e a r th  ( v .  '5 ) — a lo n g  w i t h  m acabre
announcem ents o f  doom and d e s t r u c t io n  (1 3 :2 1 ; ‘ 9 :1 7 - 1 3 ) .  An a n g e l
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warcen th r u s t s  th e  d ragon  ir . to  o r is o n  ana lo c k s  h im  in  fo r  1 ,000  y e a rs  
. 2 0 : 1 - 3 ,  "’ ) .  These 3ame a n g e ls  a ls o  have th e  more p le a s a n t d u ty  o f
l i s p la y in g  th e  re w a rd s  decreed fo r  th e  r ig h te o u s  ( 2 1 : 9 f f . ;  2 2 :1 - 2 ) .
The tw e n ty - fo u r  e ld e rs
The tw e n ty - fo u r  e ld e rs  a ppea r to  a c t  as a j u r y ,  p ro n o u n c in g  th e  
w o r th in e s s  o f  Tod and th e  Lamb to  r u l e  ( 4 :1 1 ;  5 :5 ,  o, 11) and to  save  
s in n e rs  ( 7 :1 3 - 1 U ) .  They a ls o  c o n f i r m  t h a t  G o d 's  judgm en ts  on H is  
enem ies a re  j u s t  (1 1 :1 6 -1 8 ; 1 9 :2 - 4 ) .
The s a in ts
The s a in t s ,  in  t h e i r  r o le  as k in g s  and p r ie s t s  ( 5 : 1 0 ) ,  a re  a ls o  
g iv e n  th e  ta s k  o f  r u l i n g  ( i b i d . ;  2 2 :5 )  and ju d g in g  ( 2 0 : 4 ) .  A f te r  t h e i r  
r e s u r r e c t io n ,  th e y  ta k e  t h e i r  s e a ts  on th ro n e s  ( 2 0 : 4 ;  3 :2 1 ) to  p a r t i c i ­
pate  in  a w o rk  o f  judgm en t t h a t  in v o lv e s  th e  w o r ld  and even a n g e ls
' !  Tor 6 : 2 - 3 ) .  S in ce  th ese  a re  th e  s a in t s  who are  s y m b o liz e d  as 
q u e s t io n in g  G o d 's  j u s t i c e  (Hev 6 :9 ;  c f .  2 0 : 4 ) ,  th e y  a re  u n d o u b te d ly  
g iv e n  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  exam ine th e  books to  make 3ure t h a t  j u s t i c e
has been d e c re e d . They e v id e n t ly  have  a p a r t  in  d e te rm in in g  th e  
se n te n ce s  o f  t h e i r  o p p re s s o rs  as w e l l  as e x e c u t in g  the  s e n te n c e s , fo r  
th e y  a re  g iv e n  "p ow e r ove r th e  n a t io n s "  to  " r u le  them w ith  a ro d  o f  
i r o n , "  b re a k in g  them in  p ie c e s  as e a r th e n  p o ts  ( 2 :2 6 - 2 7 ) .  To "w re a k  
vengeance on th e  n a t io n s , "  "b in d  t h e i r  k in g s  w i th  c h a in s "  ( c f .  2 0 : 2 ) ,  
and "e x e c u te  on them the  judgm ent w r i t t e n "  is  th e  honor God g iv e s  to
H is f a i t h f u l  ones (Ps 1 4 0 :5 -9 ) .
The w icke d
G ta n d in g  b e fo re  th e  Judge on th e  g re a t  w h ite  th ro n e ,  th e  w icked  
appear as d e fe n d a n ts  m  th e  f i n a l  s e s s io n  o f  th e  h e a v e n ly  c o u r t
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Rev 20: 1 1 - '5 ) .  They have no a d vo ca te  ( t h e i r  le a d e r  b e in g  an accuse r 
[ ' ■2 : ' 01  r a th e r  than  a d e fe n d e r ) ,  n o r do th e y  a t te m p t to  d e fe n d  them­
s e lv e s  . But th e y  do have o p p o r tu n i t y  to  assess th e  j u s t i c e  o f  t h e i r  
s e n te n c e s . B e fo re  t h e i r  e x e c u t io n  th e  books a re  opened  to  t h e i r  v ie w  
so th e y  can see th e  c h a rg e s  a g a in s t  them :
And I  saw th e  d e a d , g re a t  and s m a l l ,  s ta n d in g  b e fo re  th e  th ro n e , 
and books were o p e n e d . A ls o  a n o th e r  book was o p e n e d , ’w h ich  is  th e  
book o f  l i f e .  And th e  dead w ere ju d g e d  by w hat was w r i t t e n  in  th e  
b o o k s , by -what th e y  had done ( 2 0 :1 2 ) .
They co n cu r w ith  th e  ju d g m e n t o f  s a in ts  and a n g e ls  t h a t  th e  r u le  o f  God
and th e  Lamb a re  j u s t :
And I  h ea rd  e v e ry  c r e a tu r e  in  heaven and on e a r th  and ’under th e  
e a r th  and in  th e  s e a , and a l l  t h e r e in ,  s a y in g ,  "T o  h im  who s i t s  
•upon th e  th ro n e  and to  th e  Lamb be b le s s in g  and hocjor and g lo r y  and 
m ig h t fo r  eve r and e v e r ! "  ( 5 : 13 ; c f .  ?hp 2 :1 0 - 1 1 ) .
The C r i t e r io n  o f  Judgment 
In  th e  g re a t  s e s s io n  o f  th e  h e a v e n ly  c o u r t ,  th e  ch u rc h e s  a re  
ju d g e d , th e  w icked  ’w o r ld  is  ju d g e d , and Satan w i th  h is  c o h o r ts  is  
ju d g e d . There is  a ls o  a sense in  w h ich  God p la c e s  H im s e lf  on t r i a l  and 
s u b m its  to  be jud ge d  by H is  c r e a tu r e s .  A l l  a re  ju d g e d  on th e  b a s is  o f  
c h a r a c te r ,  w he th e r i t  i s  good o r  e v i l  (Rev 2 2 :1 1 - 1 2 ) .
3y what c r i t e r i o n  is  c h a r a c te r  judged  as good c r  e v i l ?  In  the  
A p o c a ly p s e  ju d g m e n t i s  based upon th e  e te r n a l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  God's 
th ro n e — ju s t ic e  and m e rc y — s y m b o liz e d  by th e  commandments w i th in  the
a rk  and th e  m ercy s e a t above i t .  I t  is  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  th e  tim e  to
ju d g e  th e  dead is  m arked by th e  o p e n in g  o f  G od 's  te m o ie  in  heaven 3nc 
th e  exposu re  o f  th e  a rk  o f  th e  co ven an t (Rev * 1 :1 8 - 1 9 ,  "c o v e n a n t"
Those " in  h e a ve n " a re  th e  s a in ts  (Rev 1 2 :1 2 ; * 3 : 6 ) ,  ’’ on e a r th "
are th e  w icked  ( 1 3 : 6 ) .  "u n d e r  th e  e a r th  3nd in  th e  sea ”  a re  dem onic
fo rc e s  '.9 :1 - 3 ;  * 3 : 1 ) .
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m eaning th e  :e n  commandments 'E x  3a :2 8 ;  3 t -1: ’ 3 ; ’ O ^ - S j ) .  The ’w o rld
is  a r ra ig n e d  o e fo re  God's th ro n e  ( c f .  Rev * 1 :1 8 -1 9 ; 2 0 :1 1 -1 2 )  to  be 
ju d g e d  by t h e i r  -works ( 2 : 23 ; 2 0 :1 2 ; 2 2 :1 2 )  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  te n  com­
mandments .
Judgm ent by law  can r e s u l t  o n ly  in  c o n d e m n a tio n , s in c e  a i l  a re  
s in n e r s .  The o n ly  nope i s  in  G od 's  m e rc y , s y m b o liz e d  b y  " th e  b lo o d  o f  
th e  Lamb" w h ich  washes away s in  ( 7 :1 * 0  and g iv e s  power to  overcom e s in  
( 1 :6 ;  1 2 :1 1 ) and l i v e  in  o b e d ie n ce  to  th e  commandments ( 1 2 :1 7 ) .  Thus
th e  c r u c ia l  q u e s t io n  o f  jud gm e n t in  R e v e la t io n  co n c e rn s  how one r e la t e s  
to  th e  m e rcy  o f  God shown in  th e  p r o v is io n  o f  s a lv a t io n  th ro u g h  th e  
Lamb. For t h i s  rea son  judgm en t in  th e  A p o ca lyp se  is  C h r i s t o c e n t r i c : 
i t  i s  based upon o n e ’ s t re a tm e n t o f  and re s p o n s e  to  th e  Lamb. 1 C h r is t  
as th e  s la in  Lamb is  th e  c e n t r a l  f ig u r e  o f  th e  book ( 5 : 6 ) ,  b e in g  c a l le d  
" t h e  Lamb" no le s s  th a n  28 t im e s .  In h e re n t  in  t h a t  d e s ig n a t io n  a t  a l l  
t im e s  i s  th e  c o n n o ta t io n  o f  th e  s a c r i f i c i a l  d e a th  on th e  c r o s s ;  th u s ,  
c o n f r o n ta t io n  w i th  th e  s la in  Lamb is s u e s  in  s a lv a t io n  o r  c o n d e m n a tio n , 
d e p e n d in g  'upon o n e 's  re s p o n s e . E n c o u n te r w ith  th e  Lamb d iv id e s  m ankind  
in t o  tw o g ro u p s : th ose  who p r o s t r a te  th e m s e lv e s  b e fo re  Him in  a d o ra ­
t i o n  ( 5 :6 - 1 2 )  and those  who p r o s t r a te  th e m s e lv e s  b e fo re  Him in  t e r r o r  
( 6 :1 6 - 1 7 ;  c f .  1 :7 ) .  F in a l ju d g m e n t h o ld s  m ankind  a c c o u n ta b le  f o r  i t s  
re sp o n se  to  th e  Lamb.
Jesus e x p la in e d  th a t  th e  p u rp o se  o f  th e  c ro s s  was n o t to  con­
demn th e  w o r ld  b u t  to  save th e  w o r ld ;  n e v e r th e le s s ,  r e je c t io n  o f  th e  
c ro s s  b r in g s  condem na tion  !Jn 3 : I*1—1 8 ) . The c ro s s ,  th e n ,  is s u e s
c o l l i e r  , "Judgm ent in  A p o c a ly p s e ,"  p . 15: C a i r d , R e v e la t io n ,  
p . 91; H anson . W ra th  o f  Lamb, pp. 1 59 -1 80 .
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s im u lta n e o u s l y in  -he s a lv a t io n  ana th e  ju d g m e n t o f  th e  w o r ld .
Judgment on th e  C hurches 
The C h r is t o c e n t r ic  n a tu re  o f  ju d g m e n t i s  e v id e n t  in  C h r i s t 's  
e v a lu a t io n  o f  th e  seven c h u rc h e s . W h ile  th e  o f t - r e p e a te d  s ta te m e n t .  " I  
know your 'w o rk s ."  may s u g g e s t th e  s im p le  p r i n c ip le  o f  judgm en t a c c o rd ­
in g  to  w orks  [ in h e r e n t  in  R e v e la t io n  as e ls e w h e re  in  S c r ip t u r e ) ,  th e  
is s u e  is  much l a r g e r .  The ch u rc h e s  a re  ju d g e d , n o t m e re ly  on th e  b a s is  
o f  o bse rva n ce  o r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  a m o ra l c o d e , b u t  on t h e i r  f i d e l i t y  o r  
i n f i d e l i t y  to  th e  Person o f  C h r i s t .  He "s e a rc h e s  mind and h e a r t "  
(2 :2 3 )  to  d is c o v e r  d is p o s i t io n s  and a t t i t u d e s  to w a rd  H im s e lf .  The good 
w orks o f  Ephesus— t o i l ,  p a t ie n t  e n d u ra n c e , d o c t r i n a l  so un dn ess , p e rs e ­
ve ra n c e  ( 2 : 2 - 3 ) — have no v a lu e  in  th e  s ig h t  o f  C h r is t  ( v .  5 ) w i t h o u t  
lo v e  fo r  Him ( v .  d; c f .  1 Cor 1 3 :1 - 3 ) .  Many o f  th e  "w o rk s "  c i t e d  in  
th e  messages to  th e  ch u rc h e s  a re  a t t i t u d e s  to w a rd  C h r is t  r a t h e r  th a n  
d e e d s . Cn th e  p o s i t i v e  s id e  th e re  a re  lo v e ,  f a i t h  (Rev 2 :1 9 ) .  f i d e l i t y  
u n to  d e a th  ( 2 :1 C ) ,  and l o y a l t y  to  Him (2 :1 3 :  3 :3 )  th a t  p re v e n t d e f i l e ­
ment ( fro m  m u n th a n o . d e f i l e )  th ro u g h  i n f i d e l i t y  ( 3 : y : i d : d ) .  > . th e
n e g a t iv e  s id e ,  th e  g r e a te s t  s in  o f  th e  c h u rc h  i s  a ls o  a t t i t u d i n a l — n o t  
o u t r ig h t  h o s t i l i t y  to  C h r is t ,  b u t i n d i f f e r e n c e ,  re p re s e n te d  by lu k e ­
warmness ( 3 :1 6 ) ,  le t h a r g y  to  th e  p o in t  o f  d e a th  ( 3 : 1 - 2 ) ,  and th e  lo s s  
o f  th e  f i r s t - l o v e  e x p e r ie n c e  ( 2 : 0 .  I n d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  fa c e  o f  
C h r is t 's  suprem e s a c r i f i c e  o f  d y in g  (1 :1 8 )  and sh e d d in g  H is  b lo o d  fo r  
th e  s a lv a t io n  o f  H is  p e o p le  ( 1 : 5 )  is  an a f f r o n t  to  C h r is t  t h a t  p ro v o k e s  
th e  w ra th  o f  wounded lo v e  ( 3 :3 .  : 6 ; 2 : 5 ) .  c i m i l a r l y ,  He f in d s  th e
a t t i t u d e  o f  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  ( " I  need n o t h in g , "  3 :1 7 )  r e p u ls iv e  in  v ie w
C a i r d , R e v e la t io n . p . 91.
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o f the  c h u rc h 's  a c tu a l  c o n d it io n  ( i b i d . )  and i t s  dependence  upon him  
fo r  e ve ry  s p i r i t u a l  n e c e s s it y  ( v .  1 8 ) .
Love and l o y a l t y  a re  th e  "w o rks '*  C h r is t  lo o k s  f o r ;  y e t th e se  
are n o t mere m e n ta l o r  emor ': r>nal s ta te s — b u t a t t i t u d e s  is s u in g  in  
b e h a v io r .  The H ebrew  mode o f  th o u g h t ( u n d e r ly in g  th e  Greek o f  th e  
A p o c a ly p s e ) , as c o n t r a s te d  w ith  th e  G re e k , i s  d yna m ic  r a th e r  th a n  
s t a t i c , co nce rn ed  'w ith  d o in g  and becom ing  r a th e r  th a n  w ith  b e in g . 
r a i t h  i s  n o t a s t a t i c  m e n ta l a c q u ie s c e n c e  to  a sys tem  o f  b e l ie f s  b u t a 
dynam ic p e rs o n a l re s p o n s e  to  C h r is t  e xp re sse d  in  o b e d ie n c e  to  the ’w i l l  
o f  God as re v e a le d  in  H is  ccnm andm ents (1 t t :1 2 ; 1 2 :1 7 ) .  F a ith  and lo v e  
are  a c t iv e  v i r t u e s ,  e v in c e d  in  w itn e s s in g  (1 2 :1 1 ,  17) and fo l lo w in g  th e  
Lamb w he re ve r He goes d 11: 1* ) — even to  a s a c r i f i c i a l  d e a th  (1 2 :1 1 ; 2 :9 ,  
’ 0 ) .  Love to  C h r is t  i s  a t o t a l  re sp o n se  in v o lv in g  h e a r t ,  s o u l ,  
s t r e n g th ,  and m ind  (D t 6 :4 ;  Mk 1 2 :3 0 ) .
Jesus s ta te s  th e  c r i t e r i o n  fo r  ju d g m e n t: " I  am he who sea rches
m ind and h e a r t ,  and I  w i l l  g iv e  to  each o f  you as y o u r w orks  d e s e rv e "  
(Rev 2 :2 3 ) .  W orks th u s  in c lu d e  th e  d is p o s i t io n  o f  m ind and h e a r t ,  and 
th e  l i f e  w h ich  is s u e s  from  t h a t  a is p o s i t i o n .
S p e c ia l c o n s id e r a t io n s
In  H is  e v a lu a t io n  o f  th e  c h u rc h e s . C h r is t  ta k e s  n o te  o f  t h e i r  
h a n d ica p s  and d i f f i c u l t i e s .  He re c o g n iz e s  th e  h a rd  la b o r  o f  Ephesus in  
f i g h t i n g  h e re s y  ( 2 : 2 - 3 ) .  S m yrna 's  t r i b u l a t i o n  and p o v e r ty  ' v .  9 ) ,  and 
th e  u n fa v o r a b le  l o c a t i o n  o f  Pergamum "w h e re  S a t a n 's  th ro n e  i s , "  
v .  * 3 ) .  He u n d e rs ta n d s  I h y a t i r a ' s  p ro b le m  o f  i n f i l t r a t i o n  oy h e re s y  
and th e  "deep th in g s  o f  S a ta n , "  and hence la y s  no o th e r  burden upon
T h o r le i f  3om an, Hebrew T h o u g h t Compared w i t h  G re e k , (Sew f o r k :  
V. V. N o rto n , i9 6 0 ) ,  p .  2 7 f f .
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them e xce p t za h o ld  f a s t  what th e y  have ( w .  2 U -2 5 ) .  He n o te s  th a t
P h ila d e lp h ia  has b u t  l i t t l e  s t r e n g th  ( 3 :3 )  and t h a t  L a o d ic e a  i s  s e l f -  
u e ce ive d  ( v .  1 7 ) . Put th o u g h  He s y m p a th iz e s  w i t h ,  and makes a llo w a n c e s  
fo r  t h e i r  p ro b le m s  and w ea kne sses , th e  r o c k -b o t to m  re q u ire m e n t He 
i n s i s t s  upon fo r  a l l  is  t o t a l  l o y a l t y  to  H im s e lf  ( 2 :5 ,  16, 22; 3 : a )
even u n to  d e a th  ( 2 :1 0 ,  13) .
The a c c u s a t io n
In  th e  ju d g m e n t, th e  "a c c u s e r o f  th e  b r e th r e n "  ( 1 2 :1 0 )  makes a 
case a g a in s t th e  s a in ts  because  o f  t h e i r  s in s  ( c f .  Zech 3 :1 - 3 ) -  They
overcom e h is  a c c u s a t io n s  n o t by any d e fe n se  o f  t h e i r  own c h a r a c te r s ,  
w h ich  a re  f a u l t y  ( c h a p te r s  2 and 3 ) .  b u t by t h e i r  a p p e a l to  " th e  b lo o d  
o f  th e  Lamb”  ( 1 2 :1 1 )  w h ic h  has fre e d  them from  t h e i r  s in s  ( 1 :5 )  and
made them w h ite  ( 7 :1 4 ) .  Satan has no case a g a in s t  th o s e  who ta k e  
re fu g e  in  th e  b lo o d .  T h e ir  te s t im o n y  t h a t  th e y  have been -washed in  th e  
b lo o d  w ins  t h e i r  a c q u i t t a l  ( 1 2 :1 1 ) .
The v e r d ic t
The v e r d ic t  from  the  h e a v e n ly  c o u r t  in  fa v o r  o f  th e  s a in ts  is  
re p re s e n te d  in  s y m b o lis m . Some see th e  w h ite  s to n e  o f  2 :1 7  as a v o te
fo r  a c q u i t t a l  ( a r i s in g  fhom th e  le g a l  p r a c t ic e  in  w h ich  a member o f  th e
j u r y  in d ic a te d  h is  v o te  fo r  a c q u i t t a l  b y  h a n d in g  in  a w h ite  s to n e ) .  
The b e s to w a l o f  th e  w h ite  robe  a ls o  s y m b o liz e s  a c q u i t t a l  and v in d ic a ­
t i o n .  The m a r ty r s ,  re p re s e n te d  as b e in g  under th e  a l t a r  d u r in g  t h e i r  
- e s t  in  d ea th  ( 6 :1 1 ;  c f .  1̂ : 13 ) .  were awarded w n ite  ro b e s  ( 5 : '1 )
M o r r is ,  R e v e la t io n . p . 63; T r i t e s ,  'IT C o n ce p t o f  w itn e s s .
p . 16C.
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to  s i g n i f y  t h e i r  v in d ic a t io n  ana a c c e p ta n c e  by God.
A v e r d ic t  from  the h e a v e n ly  c o u r t r o o m  i s  pronounced i n  3-’ 5:
He who co nq ue rs  s h a l l  be c la d  in  w h ite  g a rm e n ts , and I  w i l l  n o t 
b lo t  h is  name o u t o f  th e  book o f  l i f e ;  I  w i l l  c o n fe s s  h is  name 
b e fo re  my ra th e r  and b e fo re  h is  a n g e ls .
T h is  im p l ie s  a jud gm e n t scene w here books a re  opened and some names a re
b lo t t e d  o u t ,  o th e rs  r e ta in e d .  Those p re s e n t are  th e  r a th e r  and th e
a n g e ls  (a s  in  Dan 7 :9 - 1 0 ) ;  hence t h i s  i s  n o t th e  g e n e ra l ju d g m e n t a t
th e  end o f  th e  "000 y e a rs  a t w h ic h  th e  w ho le  w icked  w o r ld  is  p re s e n t
(Rev 2 0 :1 1 - 1 5 ) .  The fu tu r e  te n s e s  o f  th e  v e rb s  o f  3 :5  in d ic a t e  a
ju d g m e n t f u t u r e  to  J o h n 's  d a y . In  t h i s  judgm ent J e s u s , a c t in g  as
a d v o c a te , c o n fe s s e s  b e fo re  God and th e  a n g e ls  th o se  who a re  H is  ow n.
S in ce  th e  s a in t s  have c o n fe s s e d  C h r is t  b e fo re  men in  e a r t h l y  la w c o u r t s ,
C h r is t  w i l l  c o n fe s s  them b e fo re  H is  F a th e r and th e  a n g e ls  in  th e
o
h e a v e n ly  la w c o u r t  ( 3 :5 ;  c f .  Mt 1 0 :3 2 ; Lk 1 2 :3 ) . “
A n o th e r  v e r d ic t  from  th e  h e a v e n ly  la w c o u r t  i s  is s u e d  a t  th e
t im e  o f  B a b y lo n 's  f a l l :
" R e jo ic e  o ve r h e r ,  0 heaven ,
0 s a in t s  and a p o s t le s  and p r o p h e ts ,
fo r  God has g iv e n  ju d g m e n t f o r  you a g a in s t  h e r ! "  Rev :3 :2 C ) .
T h is  a c t io n  was a ls o  d e s c r ib e d  in  D a n ie l :
As I  lo o k e d , t h i s  h o rn  made war w i th  th e  s a in t s ,  and p r e v a i le d  
o v e r th e m , u n t i l  the  A n c ie n t o f  Days came, and ju d g m e n t was g iv e n  
fo r  th e  3 a in ts  o f  th e  M ost H ig h , and th e  tim e  came when th e  s a in t s  
r e c e iv e d  th e  kingdom  (Dan 7 :2 1 - 2 2 ) .
In t h i s  d e c la r a t io n ,  God g iv e s  a v e r d ic t  in  fa v o r  o f  H is  s a in t s  a g a in s t
t h e i r  e n e m ie s .
T h is  judgm ent is  g iv e n  b e fo re  th e  p a r o u s ia . d u r in g  th e  t im e  
when th e  s a in ts  a re  " " e s t in g "  in  d e a th  p r io r  to  t h e i r  r e s u r r e c t io n  
( 2 0 : d ) ac th e  o a ro u s ia .  A s im i l a r  p re -A d v e n t judgm ent is  im p l ie d  in  
" 9 : 7 - 3 .
“ T r i t e s ,  MT C oncept o f  W itn e s s ,  p . 160.
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3 e s id e s  a v e r d ic t  o f  a c q u i t t a l  fo r  the  s a in t s , th e re  is  a lw ays  th e  
p o s s ib l i t y  o f  a v e r d ic t  o f  g u i l t y .  Jesus e x p la in e d  to  th e  c h u rc h e s  
what t h i s  w ou ld  mean. I f  Ephesus lo s t  i t s  lo v e  fo r  H im , He 'would 
remove t h e i r  la m p s ta n d  from  i t s  p la c e  (Rev 2 : 5 ) ;  L ao d icea  w ou ld  be
spewed fhom H is  m outh ( 3 : 1 6 ) — b o th  f ig u r e s  f o r  e xco m m u n ica tio n  from  th e  
ch u rch  o f  God. To S a rd is  He w ould  come l i k e  a t h i e f  ( 3 : 3 ) .  a
d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  fa ta  o f  th e  w icked  (1 7h 5 : 2 - 3 ) .
The rew a rd
Rewards and p u n ish m e n ts  a re  is s u e d  in  th e  judgm ent " t o  re p a y  
eve ryone  fo r  w hat he has done" (Rev 2 2 : 1 2 ) .  The re w a rd s  f o r  th e  
r ig h te o u s  in c lu d e  r e s u r r e c t io n  from  d ea th  ( 3 : 1 0 ;  1 1 : 1 1 ;  2 0 : 4 )  w ith
c o m p le te  v i c t o r y  o v e r d e a th  ( 1 : 1 8 ;  2 : 1 1 ;  2 1 : 4 ) ,  and freedom  from  h un ge r 
and t h i r s t ,  t e a r s ,  s o r ro w , and p a in  ( 7 : 1 6 - 1 7 ;  2 1 : 4 ) .  The c u rs e  o f  s in  
is  e ra d ic a te d  ( 2 2 : 3 ) .  The s a in ts  a ls o  have a ccess to  th e  h o ly  c i t y  
( 2 2 : 1 4 )  w ith  i t s  t r e e  o f  l i f e  ( i b i d . ;  2 : 7 ;  2 2 : 2 )  and th e  r i v e r  o f  -water
o f  l i f e  ( 2 2 : 1 ,  17)  in  a new heaven and new e a r th  ( 2 1 : 1 ) .
The g r e a te s t  re w a rd , h o w e ve r, is  th e  r e s t o r a t io n  o f  d i r e c t ,
fa c e - to - f a c e  - e ia t io n s h ip  w ith  C h r is t  and God. In  a r e la t io n s h ip  as 
c lo s e  as m a r r ia g e  ( 1 9 : 7 - 8 ;  2 1 : 2 - 3 ) ,  th e  s a in t s  f o l lo w  th e  Lamb w h e re ve r 
He goes ( 1 4 : 4 ) ,  w a lk in g  w i th  Him in  w h ite  ( 3 : 4 ) .  As sheep , th e y  f o l lo w  
t h e i r  Shepherd to  s p r in g s  o f  l i v i n g  w a te r ( 7 : 1 7 ) .  As f e l lo w  k in g s  and 
p r ie s t s ,  th e y  s i t  w i th  C h r is t  on H is  th ro n e  ( 3 : 2 1 ) ,  ju d g in g  ( 2 C : 4 )  and 
r u l in g  ( 2 : 2 6 - 2 7 :  2 2 : 5 )  w ith  H im .
There i s  a ls o  open communion w ith  God. The r a th e r  H im s e lf  
comes down to  e a r th  and d w e lls  w i th  them , p e r s o n a l ly  w ip in g  th e  te a r s  
from  t h e i r  eyes ( 2 1 : 3 - 4 ) .  In th e  u l t im a te  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  th e  c o v e n a n t 
r e la t io n s h ip , He is  t h e i r  God and th e y  a re  H is  p eo p le  (2 1 :3 ;  t f .
Reproduced with permission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout permission.
2 i u
Lev 2 6 :1 2 ; Ezek 2 7 : 2 1 ) ,  H is  sons (Rev 2 1 :7 ) .  They w o rs h ip  H ia
u n c e a s in g ly  and u n t i r i n g l y  in  H is  te m p le  ( 3 :1 2 ;  7 :1 5 ) .  'rfhereas in
t h e i r  s i n f u l  s ta te  th e y  once needed p r o te c t io n  fro m  H is  p re sen ce  ( e . g . ,  
Lev 1 6 :2 ; Ex 3 3 : 2 0 ,  th e y  now f in d  s h e l t e r  in  th e  d i r e c t  p resence  o f  
God (Rev 7 :1 5 )  wno is  th e  l i g h t  ( 2 2 :5 )  in  w h ich  th e y  d e l ig h t  to  w a lk  
( 2 1 :2 3 - 2 4 ) .  The u l t im a t e  p r i v i l e g e  w h ich  i s  r e s to r e d  to  man is  to  lo o k  
in t o  th e  fa ce  o f  God ( 2 2 : 4 ) ,  a face  w h ich  no one has seen (Jn 1 :18 ) 
s in c e  th e  f a l l  o f  Adam. They can lo o k  in t o  H is  fa ce  because t h e i r  
c h a r a c te r s  p e r f e c t l y  r e f l e c t  H is :  "T h ey  s h a l l  see h is  fa c e ,  and h is
name s h a l l  be on t h e i r  fo re h e a d s "  (Rev 2 2 :4 ) .
The Judgm ent o f  th e  W icked 
Not o n ly  is  th e  c h u rc h  jud ge d  on i t s  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  C h r is t ,  
th e  w o rld  is  a ls o  ju d g e d  on th e  same b a s is . When C h r is t  comes th e  
second t im e  "e v e ry  eye w i l l  see h im , e v e ry  one who p ie rc e d  h im ; and a l l  
t r i b e s  o f  th e  e a r th  w i l l  w a i l  on a cco u n t o f  h im " ( 1 : 7 ) .  I t  is  because 
th e y  " p ie r c e d "  C h r i s t ,  and c o n t in u e  to  do so by r e j e c t io n  o f  H im , t h a t  
C h r is t  ju d g e s  them .
Though by v i r t u e  o f  H is  d ea th  th e  Lamb re c e iv e d  a u t h o r i t y  to  
r u le  ove r th e  w o r ld  ( 5 :1 2 ;  1 2 :1 0 ) ,  H is  enem ies c o n te s t  t h a t  r i g h t ,  even 
m aking  war on th e  Lamb ( 1 7 :1 4 ) .  They choose  to  ’w o rs h ip  " th e  works o f  
t h e i r  own hands" ( 9 : 2 0 ) — th e  e q u iv a le n t  o f  s e l f - w o r s h ip — p lu s  demons 
and id o ls  ( i b i d . ) .  R e fu s a l to  w o rs h ip  God le a d s  to  th e  -worship o f  
S a ta n  ( 1 3 :4 )  fro m  whom i s  im b ib e d  th e  s p i r i t  o f  s e l f - w o r s h ip  
Is a  1 4 :1 2 -1 4 ) and h o s t i l i t y  to  C h r is t .  I t  i s  S a ta n  wno f i r s t  d e c l a r e d  
war a g a in s t M ic h a e l in  heaven  (Rev 1 2 :7 ) ,  wno k i l l e d  th e  c h i ld  o f  th e
3 o l i i e r , "Ju d g m e n t in  A p o c a ly p s e ,"  p . (5 .
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Ionian 'y .  J / .  and vkdo ( th ro u g h  th e  b e a s t)  u t t e r s  b la s p h e m ie s  a g a in s t
God ( 1 3 :6 ) .  T h is  i s  th e  s p i r i t  o f  w h ic h  m ankind  p a r ta k e s  and fo r  w h ich  
i t  is  ju d g e d .
A c o r o l l a r y  to  h a tre d  fo r  th e  lamb is  th e  p e rs e c u t io n  o f  H is  
p e o p le . The d ragon  le a d s  o u t in  th e  a t ta c k  by w a r r in g  upon the  woman 
and he r o f f s p r in g  (1 2 :1 3 . 17) as soon as th e  ’’ c h i l d "  is  beyond h is
re a c h  ( 1 2 :5 ) .  The b e a s t makes war on th e  s a in t s  and conquers  them
( 1 3 : 7 ) .  3 a b y lo n  becomes d ru n k  w ith  the  b lo o d  o f  th e  s a in ts  ( 17 : 6 ) .
The f i n a l  ou tcom e o f  t h i s  h a tre d  a g a in s t  th e  Lamb and H is  p eo p le  i s  th e
b a t t le  o f  A rm ageddon, to  w h ich  th e  d ra g o n , b e a s t ,  and fa ls e  p ro p h e t
d r iv e  th e  k in g s  and a rm ie s  o f  e a r th  ( 16 : 13- 1" :  19 : 2 0 ) .
H o s t i l i t y  to  God and C h r is t  warps th e  c h a r a c te r s  o f  men, t r a n s ­
fo rm in g  them in t o  " c o w a rd ly ,  f a i t h l e s s ,  p o l lu t e d ,  m u rd e re rs ,  f o r n ic a ­
t o r s ,  s o r c e r e r s ,  i d o l a t e r s ,  l i a r s "  ( 2 1 : 8 : 22 : 15 ) who com m it "m u rd e rs , 
s o r c e r ie s ,  im m o r a l i t y ,  and t h e f t s ”  ( 9 :2 0 ) .  For th e s e  deeds— th e  o u t ­
ward e x p re s s io n  o f  t h e i r  h o s t i l i t y  to  the  Lamb— th e y  a re  ju d g e d . "And 
th e  dead w ere ju d g e d  by what was ‘w r i t t e n  in  th e  b o o k s , by w hat 
th e y  had none" ( 2 0 :1 2 - 13 ) .
The p u n is h m e n t
The s in  fo r  w h ich  th e  w ic k e d  are judged  is  t h e i r  h o s t i l i t y  to  
and w a r fa re  a g a in s t  th e  Lamb. when " th e  k in g s  o f  th e  e a r th  and th e  
g re a t  men and th e  g e n e ra ls  and th e  r i c h  end th e  s t r o n g ,  and e v e ry  o n e . 
s la v e  and f r e e ”  (6 :1 5 )  u n i te  to  war a g a in s t th e  s a in t s  ( 1 9 :1 9 ) ,  th e y  
a re  s u d d e n ly  c o n fro n te d  ‘w ith  God on H is  th r o n e , and w ith  " th e  w ra th  o f  
th e  Lamb"  ( 5 :1 5 ) .  The l a t t e r  e x p re s s io n  has p ro vo ke d  much comment 
because o f  i t s  in c o n g r u i t y :  one wonders why th a  f ig u r e  o f  th e  L io n  
.5 :5 )  was n o t em p loyed . 3 u t th e  e x p re s s io n  was used d e l ib e r a t e ly ,  th e
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word Lano c a r r y in g  i t s  f u l l  f r e i g h t  o f  m eaning  as th e  s la in ,  b le e d in g  
S a c r i f i c e .  I t  is  fo r  t h e i r  r e f u s a l  to  'w o rsh ip  t h a t  Lamb, to  a c c e p t H is  
s a c r i f i c e  in  t h e i r  b e h a l f ,  to  wash t h e i r  ro b e s  in  H is  b lo o d — i t  i s  
because th e y  have been p ie r c in g  (1 :7 )  and s la y in g  t h a t  Lamb from  th e  
f o u n d a t io n  o f  th e  w o r ld  ( 1 3 : 8 )  by t h e i r  h o s t i l i t y  to  H im  ( c f .  
Heb 6 : 6 ) and to  H is  p e o p le  (Rev 1 9 :2 )— t h a t  th e y  f e e l  H is  'w ra th .
e x p o s u re  to  the  "w ra th  o f  th e  Lam b," te m p o r a r i ly  te rm in a te d  by 
ie a tn  a t  th e  p a ro u s ia  (Rev 6 :1 6 ;  1 9 :2 1 ) ,  i s  resum ed a t  th e  end o f  th e
th o u sa n d  y e a rs :  "he  s h a l l  be to rm e n te d  w ith  f i r e  and s u lp h u r  in  th e
p re sen ce  . . .  o f  th e  Lamb" ( 1 4 :1 0 ) .  To th e  w ic k e d , th e  Lamb who was
in te n d e d  to  be th e  means o f  s a lv a t io n  becomes th e  cause o f  t h e i r  damna­
t io n  .
There is  a f u r t h e r  a s p e c t o f  ju d g m e n t beyond e xp o su re  to  th e  
w ra th  o f  th e  Lamb, and t h a t  i s  e x c lu s io n  from  l i f e  w i th  God. The 
w icke d  s u r ro u n d in g  th e  c i t y  ( 2 0 : 9 ) ,  g a z in g  th ro u g h  i t s  t r a n s p a r e n t  
w a l ls  in t o  i t s  g lo r io u s  i n t e r i o r  ( 2 1 : 11 , 1 8 ) , r e a l i z e  th a t  th e y  a re
fo r e v e r  e xc lu d e d  :>om th e  l i f e  i t  r e p r e s e n ts .  For " n o th in g  u n c le a n
s h a l l  e n te r  i t ,  no r any one who p r a c t ic e s  a b o m in a tio n  o r  fa ls e h o o d ,  b u t  
o n ly  th o s e  'who a re  w r i t t e n  in  th e  Lam b's  book o f  l i f e "  ( 2 1 :2 7 ) .  They 
are  fo re v e r  " o u t s id e "  ( 2 2 :1 5 ) .
T h e ir  f i n a l  p un ish m en t i s  e x t i n c t i o n .  They a re  " to rm e n te d  la y
and n ig h t  fo r  e ve r and e v e r "  (2 0 :1 0 ; c f .  1 4 :1 1 ) u n t i l  th e y  a re  consumed
2 0 : 9 ) ,  d e s tro y e d  ( 1 1 :1 8 ) .  "T h is  i s  th e  second d e a th "  (2 0 :1 4 ;  2 1 :3 ;  
c f .  2 0 : 6 ; 2 :1 1 ) .  The la k e  o f  f i r e  ceases to  e x is t  as i t  is  succeeded
by a "new  heaven and a new e a r th "  (2 0 : 1 5  to  2 1 : 1) .
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God a ls o  is  on t r i a l  f o r  th e  way in  w hich  He te rm in a te s  th e
w a r fa re  a g a in s t H im s e lf  in  th e  c o n tro v e rs y  betw een good and e v i l .
S ince  th e  s e c u r i t y  o f  H is  g ove rn m e n t fo r  e te r n a l  ages depends upon H is  
b e in g  p e rc e iv e d  as j u s t  and r ig h te o u s  in  H is  d e a l in g s  w i th  a l l  H is
c r e a tu r e s ,  t h e i r  e v a lu a t io n  c f  H is  c h a ra c te r  i s  v i t a l l y  im p o r ta n t .
The A p o ca lyp se  re c o rd s  c o m p la in ts  a g a in s t  God. I n i t i a l l y  th e  
m a r ty r s ,  in  f i g u r e ,  q u e s t io n  H is  lo n g  d e la y  in  a v e n g in g  t h e i r  b lo o d
( 6 : 1 0 ) .  The w ic k e d , in  t u r n ,  c u rs e  Him fo r  th e  s e v e r i t y  o f  H is  
ju d g m e n ts  ( 1 6 :9 ) .  As G od 's  p la n  w orks i t s e l f  o u t ,  h o w e v e r, i t  i s  seen 
t h a t  He is  f a i r .  The lo n g  d e la y ,  a llo w in g  fo r  p r e l im in a r y  jud gm e n ts  
and o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  re p e n ta n c e ,  a t  le n g th  c u lm in a te s  in  f i n a l  r e t r i ­
b u t io n  . The m a r ty r s ' p ra y e rs  fo r  a c t io n  a re  h e a rd : th e  v e ry  a l t a r
from  w h ich  th e y  made t h e i r  c o m p la in t  c r ie s  o u t  t h a t  th e y  have been
v in d ic a te d  (1 6 :7 ;  c f .  6 : 9 - 1 0 ) .  And though  th e  enem ies o f  God c u rs e  Him 
f o r  H is  s e v e r i t y ,  a l l  i m p a r t i a l  o b s e rv e rs  a c k n o w le d g e  t h a t  th e
p un ish m e n t f i t s  th e  c r im e :
■’ For men have shed th e  b lo o d  o f  s a in ts  and p ro p h e ts  , 
and thou  h a s t g iv e n  them b lo o d  to  d r in k .
I t  is  t h e i r  d u e !"  ( 1 6 : 6 ) .
"R ender to  her as she h e r s e l f  has re n d e re d , 
and re p a y  h e r d o u b le  fo r  her d e e d s ;
m ix a io u b le  d ra u g h t f o r  her in  th e  cup she m ix e d "  ( 1 8 :6 ) .
"He has judged  th e  g re a t  h a r lo t  who c o r ru p te d  th e  e a r th  w i th  her 
f o r n i c a t i o n , and he has avenged on her th e  b lo o d  o f  h is  s e rv a n ts "  
( 1 9 :2 ) .
Because o f  G o d 's  o b v io u s  j u s t i c e ,  s a in ts  ann a n g e ls  u n i te  ir . 
a p p ro v in g  H is  a c t io n s .  " J u s t  and t r u e  a re  th y  w ays" ( 1 5 :3 ) ;  " J u s t  a r t  
th o u  in  these  ju d g m e n ts "  ( ' o : : ,  7 ) ;  " h i3 jud gm e n ts  a re  t r u e  and j u s t "  
( 1 9 :2 ) .
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The g r e a te s t  e x p re s s io n  o f  th e  m ercy  and ju s t ic e  o f  T o d 's  
c h a r a c te r  i s  th e  s la in  and b le e d in g  Lamb ( 5 :5 )  who p e r s o n i f ie s  in  Him­
s e l f  th e  lo v e  and th e  w ra th  o f  God ( lo v e  fo r  s in n e r s ,  w ra th  a g a in s t  s in  
pou red  o u t  upon H is  S on). The Lamb i s  th e  cause  b o th  fo r  m an 's  s a l ­
v a t io n  and h is  d a m n a tio n ; each one can b lam e o n ly  h im s e l f  fo r  th e  
c h o ic e  he m ade.
Summary: Judgm ent, th e  E v a lu a t io n  o f  C h a ra c te r
Judgm ent i s  a m a jo r theme o f  th e  A p o c a ly p s e , w i th  a l l  th e  
a c t io n  o f  th e  book is s u in g  fhom th e  h e a v e n ly  s a n c tu a r y /c o u r t r o o m . God 
and C h r is t  as Judges a re  a s s is te d  b y  a n g e ls ,  e ld e r s ,  and s a in ts  in  th e  
ju d g m e n t p ro c e s s .
The c r i t e r i o n  o f  judgm ent is  th e  la w , th e  demands o f  ’w h ich  can 
be m et o n ly  by th e  c le a n s in g  and k e e p in g  power o f  th e  b lo o d  o f  th e  
Lamb. Thus ju d g m e n t in  the  A p o ca lyp se  i s  u l t im a t e l y  C h r i s t o c e n t r i c , 
d e p e n d in g  upon o n e 's  r e la t io n s h ip  to  th e  Lamb. C o n fro n ta t io n  w i th  th e  
s la in  Lamb is s u e s  in  s a lv a t io n  c r co n d e m n a tio n  to  each i n d i v id u a l .
S a ta n , " t h e  a ccuse r o f  th e  b r e t h r e n , "  p o in ts  to  th e  d e fe c ts  o f  
th e  s a in t s . They overcom e by a p p e a lin g  to  th e  "b lo o d  o f  th e  Lamb" 
w h ich  has c le a n s e d  them from  t h e i r  s in s .  3y v i r t u e  o f  t h i s  c le a n s in g  
th e  s a in ts  a re  re w a rd e d  w ith  a l l  th e  b le s s in g s  o f  e te r n a l  l i f e :  a ccess
to  th e  c i t y ,  th e  t r e e  o f  l i f e ,  and open communion w ith  God. 7ne s in  
fo r  « h ic h  th e  w icked  a re  condemned i 3  h o s t i l i t y  to  and w a r fa re  a g a in s t  
th e  Lamb. T h e ir  pun ish m en t is  e x c lu s io n  from  l i f e  w ith  God, and co n ­
s ig n m e n t to  th e  la k e  o f  f i r e ,  where th e y  a re  a n n ih i la t e d .
In H is  ju d g m e n ts  upon m a n k in d , God i s  re c o g n iz e d  as j u s t  and 
r ig h te o u s  b y  a i l  H is  c r e a tu r e s .
Reproduced with permission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout permission.
219
Summary ana C o n c lu s io n s :  th e  C oncep t o f  C h a ra c te r  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e
C h a ra c te r  in  th e  A p o ca lyp se  i s  d e f in e d  in  te rm s o f  r e la t io n s h ip  
to  Cod. Man was c re a te d  in  th e  image o f  Cod to  r e f l e c t  H is  c h a r a c te r ,  
w h ich  is  th e  norm from  w h ich  a re  a e r iv e d  th e  c o n c e p ts  o f  good and e v i l .  
E v i l  c h a ra c te r  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  is  h o s t i l i t y  to  Cod and H is  p e o p le ,  as 
w e ll  as u n f a i t h f u ln e s s  to  God o r a w an ing  lo v e  fo r  God, a l l  caused by 
th e  s u b s t i t u t io n  o f  f a ls e  o b je c ts  o f  -w o rsh ip  in  p la c e  o f  God. R igh ­
te o u s  c h a ra c te r  means e x a l t i n g  God as suprem e in  th e  l i f e ,  w o rs h ip in g  
H im , s e rv in g  H im , lo v in g  H im , fe a r in g  H im , o b e y in g  H is  comm andm ents, 
and b e in g  lo y a l  to  Him th ro u g h  s u f f e r in g  even to  th e  p o in t  o f  d e a th .  
T h is  r e la t io n s h ip  to  God in v e s ts  th e  s a in ts  w i th  th e  r o le  o f  p r i e s t ­
l in g s  to  th e  w o r ld ,  w h ic h  means th a t  th e y  have a p ro p h e t ic  m is s io n  to  
p ro c la im  th e  g o s p e l to  e v e ry  n a t io n .
R ig h te o u s  c h a r a c te r  i s  d e ve lo p e d  th ro u g h  human re sp o n se  to  th e  
d iv in e  i n i t i a t i v e .  C h r is t  won th e  le g a l  v i c t o r y  o ve r s in  a t  th e  c r o s s ,  
w h ich  is  th e  b a s is  f o r  th e  s a in t s '  e x p e r ie n t ia l  v i c t o r y  o ve r s in  in  
t h e i r  l i v e s .  C h r is t  e x h o r ts  th e  c h u rc h  to  re p e n ta n c e , to  s tu d y  o f  th e  
V o rd , to  a p e rs o n a l r e la t io n s h ip  to  H im , to  a l i f e  o f  -w itn e s s in g  to  th e  
w o r ld .  A l l  t h a t  He r e q u ir e s  He s u p p l ie s :  th e  robe  o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s
m ust be "b o u g h t"  from  H im .
C h a ra c te r w i l l  be te s te d  in  th e  l a s t  days o ve r th e  is s u e  o f  
•w o rsh ip , w he th e r o f  a p s e u d o -C h r is t ia n  power o r  o f  God. A l l  n a n ic in d  
w i l l  be judged  upon th e  b a s is  o f  how th e y  resp on d  to  th e  s la in  Lamb. 
Those who f o l lo w  th e  Lamb w i l l  e n jo y  e te r n a l  l i f e  w ith  God: chose who 
war a g a in s t Him w i l l  be to rm e n te d  in  H is  p re se n ce  and d ie  cne second 
d e a th .
T h is  o v e rv ie w  o f  th e  co n ce p t o f  c h a r a c te r  ir .  th e  A p o ca lyp se
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le a d s  to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  r e la t io n s h ip  to  God is  th e  d om in a n t 
em phasis  o f  th e  book. The g re a t  c o n c e rn  o f  c h a ra c te r  e d u c a t io n  in s o fa r  
as i t  is  based on th e  A p o ca lyp se  s h o u ld  th en  be to  b r in g  human b e in g s  
in t o  a l i v i n g ,  p e rs o n a l r e la t io n s h ip  to  God. The suprem e p u rpo se  o f
l i f e ,  now and in  e t e r n i t y ,  i s  to  w o rs h ip  and s e rv e  God.
T h is  s tu d y  makes i t  e q u a l ly  a p p a re n t th a t  th e  a u th o r  em phas izes  
th e  v e r t i c a l  d im e n s io n  o f  C n r is t ia n  e x p e r ie n c e  a lm o s t to  th e  e x c lu s io n  
o f  th e  h o r iz o n ta l  d im e n s io n  o f  r e la t io n s h ip  to  h u m a n ity ,  w h ic h  a p p e a rs  
o n ly  in  te rm s  o f  m is s io n  to  th e  w o r ld  th ro u g h  th e  p ro c la m a t io n  o f  th e  
g o s p e l.  The w ho le  c a te g o ry  o f  e t h i c a l  co n ce rn  fo r  th e  needy ana 
o p p re s s e d , d e m o n s tra te d  by fe e d in g  th e  h u n g ry , c lo t h in g  th e  n a ke d , 
c a r in g  fo r  w idows and o rp h a n s , lo v in g  m ercy and d o in g  j u s t i c e ,  as
em phasized  in  th e  n a r r a t iv e  and h o r t a t o r y  p a r ts  o f  S c r ip tu r e  ( e . g . ,  
Gen G8 : 1 —3 : Job 3 1 :1 6 -2 1 ;  Is a  5 3 :7 ;  Sze 1 8 :7 -9 ;  M ic  6 : 8 ; Mt 2 5 :5 5 -3 6 ;  
I k  1 0 :3 0 -3 7 ; Heb 1 3 :2 ; Jas 1 :2 7 ',  is  n o t m e n tio n e d . T h is  o m is s io n  
appears  to  s u p p o r t  th e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  a p o c a ly p t ic  l i t e r a t u r e  is  n o t 
co nce rn ed  w ith  e t h ic s ,  t h a t  i t  v ie w s  th e  w o r ld  as h o s t i l e  to  God, 
oocmed to  d e s t r u c t io n ,  and th e r e fo r e  n o t w o r th  t r y in g  to  re fo rm .  T h is  
v ie w  c a n n o t be t r u e ,  h o w e v e r, s in c e  a n o th e r  s tro n g  them e c f  th e  Apoca­
ly p s e  i s  m is s io n  to  th e  w o r ld .
I t  m ig h t a ls o  be su gg es te d  th a t  th e  cosm ic p e r s p e c t iv e  ana
sym boLism  o f  th e  book ( e . g . ,  a d ra go n  w a r r in g  a g a in s t  a woman in  th e
heavens) do n o t le n d  th e m s e lv e s  to  d e p ic t in g  p e rs o n - to -p e rs o n  a c ts  o f  
k in d n e s s . The s y m b o lic  n a tu re  o f  th e  to o k  l i f t s  i t  above th e  le v e l  o f  
o r d in a r y  l i f e .  l e t  an a u th o r  ’w ith  a bu rden  fo r  s o c ia l  j u s t i c e  co u ld  
c o n c e iv a b ly  t r a n s la t e  t h i s  co n ce rn  in t o  s y m b o lic  la n g u a g e .
The answer may l i e  in  th e  m ind o f  John h im s e l f ,  r a th e r  th a n  in
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one n a tu re  o f  a p o c a ly p t ic  as a l i t e r a r y  v e h ic le .  J o h n 's  p a s s io n , in  
b o th  h is  g o s p e l and a p o c a ly p s e , is  to  b r in g  human b e in g s  in t o  th e  
v e r t i c a l  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  God. He o rg a n iz e d  th e  m a te r ia ls  o f  h is  
g o s p e l around th e  theme o f  b e l i e f  o r d i s b e l i e f  in  Je sus . Where th e  
s y n o p t ic  w r i t e r s  m e n tio n  com passion  as th e  m o t iv a t io n  fo r  J e s u s ' 
m ir a c le s  ( e . g . ,  Mt 9 :3 6 ; 1 5 :3 2 ; Mk 5 :3 4 ; -J< 7 :1 3 ) ,  John makes them
s ig n s  th e  p u rpo se  o f  -which is  to  in s p i r e  b e l i e f  (Jn  2 :1 1 ; a :5 3 -5 9 ;
5 :1 4 ;  e t c . ) . 1 Even lo v e  among b re th re n  was to  be a s ig n  to  le a d  to
b e l i e f  in  Jesus (Jn  '■'r : 2 ' \ ) .  The purpose  o f  J o h n 's  g o s p e l to  in s p i r e
b e l i e f  in  Jesus ( 2 0 :3 1 ) .
3 u t b e l i e f  i s  o n ly  th e  f i r s t  s te p  in  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  he seeks 
to  in s p i r e .  3eyond th a t  he d e s c r ib e s  a s p i r i t u a l  in t im a c y  w i th  God 
t h a t  s ta g g e rs  th e  im a g in a t io n .  He a lo n e  o f  th e  g o s p e l w r i t e r s  p re ­
s e rv e s  J e s u s ' d is c o u rs e s  and f ig u r e s  a b o u t u n io n  w i th  God: f ig u r e s  o f
e a t in g  H is  f le s h  and d r in k in g  H is  b lo od  (Jn  5 : 5 4 ) ,  o f  th e  in d w e l l in g
S p i r i t  ( 14 : 17 ) ,  o f  F a th e r and Son coming to  make t h e i r  heme w ith  th e
b e l ie v e r  ( 1 4 :2 3 ) ,  o f  th e  u n io n  o f  th e  v in e  and th e  b ra nch es  ( 1 5 : 4 ) ,  o f  
b e in g  drawn in t o  th e  v e ry  fe l lo w s h ip  c f  th e  Godhead (1 7 :2 1 , 23- 2 4 ) .
7ne d is c ip le  who had la in  in  th e  bosom o f  Je su s— w ho , in  t u r n ,  had come 
from  th e  bosom o f  th e  F a th e r— s e le c te d  th e  m a te r ia ls  from  C h r is t 's  l i f e  
and te a c h in g s  t h a t  -would d raw  th e  re a d e r in t o  th e  same in t im a te  u n io n  
w i th  God.
Though th e  v o c a b u la ry  and mode o f  e x p re s s io n  a re  v a s t ly  d i f ­
f e r e n t ,  J o h n 's  a p o c a ly p s e  b u i l d s  upon t h i s  same deep c o n c e r n .  
H um an ity  is  d iv id e d  in t o  b e l ie v e r s  and u n b e l ie v e r s  in  th e  one (sh o w in g  
a d u a iis m  s im i l a r  to  t h a t  o f  the  A p o c a iy p s e ) , and in t o  " th e s e  wno
B a r c la y ,  J o h n . ’ : x x iv - x x v .
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s w e ll on e a r th "  and " th o s e  'who d w e ll in  heaven" in  th e  o th e r  . W h ile
h is  g o sp e l d e s c r ib e s  God com ing down to  make H is  home w ith  th e  
b e l i e v e r , h is  a p o c a ly p s e  l i f t s  th e  p e rs e c u te d  s a in ts  in t o  th e  h ea ven -
l i e s  w ith  God. For f ig u r e s  o f  u n io n ,  h is  a p o c a ly p s e  adds to  h is  g o s p e l 
th e  m a rr ia g e  m o t i f ,  and th e  ta b e rn a c le  and c i t y  in d w e l t  by God.
G le a r ly ,  J o h n 's  tw o  m a jo r  w o rks  sh a re  th e  same b u rde n  fo r  th e  v e r t i c a l  
- e la t io n s h ip  o f  man w ith  G od. S im i la r l y ,  h is  g o s p e l and a p o ca lyp se  
b o th  d e a l w ith  th e  h o r iz o n t a l  r e la t io n s h ip  from  th e  same v ie w p o in t :  
m is s io n  to  th e  w o r ld  ( e . g . ,  Jn 1 7 :2 0 -2 1 ; 3 :1 7 ) .  Judgm ent is  on th e  
same b a s is :  t r e a tm e n t o f  th e  Son (Jn  3 :1 8 , 3 6 ) .
T h is  s tu d y  le a d s  to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  J o h n 's  v ie w  o f
r ig h te o u s  c h a ra c te r  as a v e r t i c a l  r e la t io n s h ip  w i th  God e x p re s s in g  
i t s e l f  in  m is s io n  to  th e  w o r ld  is  n o t as much a p e c u l i a r i t y  o f  th e  
a p o c a ly p t ic  gen re  as i t  i s  a r e v e la t io n  o f  J o h n 's  p e rs o n a l c o n c e rn . He 
g iv e s  th e  f i r s t  t a b le  o f  th e  d e ca lo g u e  p rim a c y  o v e r th e  s e c o n d . The 
e t h ic a l  t h r u s t  o f  th e  book o f  R e v e la t io n  co u ld  be e x p re s s e d  in  te rm s  o f  
:he f i r s t  commandment, "Y ou  s h a l l  have no o th e r  gods b e fo re  me" 
;Zx 2 0 :3 ) ,  o r  ( s ta te d  p o s i t i v e l y )  , "You s h a l l  w o rs h ip  th e  Lord yo u r
Goa, and Him o n ly  s h a l l  you s e rv e "  (M t u :1 0 ) .  T h is  i 3 th e  message o f
J o h n 's  a p o c a ly p s e  to  c h u rc h  and w o r ld  a l i k e .
3 u t i s  J o h n 's  message r e a l l y  d e f ic ie n t ?  I f  one is  u n ite d  w ith
th e  V in e , w i l l  he n o t b e a r a l l  th e  f r u i t s  o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s ?  I f  he 
keeps th e  f i r s t  commandment w h o le h e a r te d ly ,  w i l l  he n o t a ls o  keep th e  
o th e r  n in e ?  I f  he has a r i g h t  r e la t io n s h ip  to  God. w i l l  n o t e v e ry  
o th e r  r e la t io n s n ip  be r ig h t ?  I f  so , John has p u t h is  f in g e r  on th e
: o r e , i f  n o t th e  w h o le , o f  c h a r a c te r  ie v e io p m e n t.
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:CMCLUSIONS WITH IMPLICATIONS FOR CHARACTER EDUCATION
T n is  s tu d y  is  conce rned  w ith  th e  c o n c e p t o f  c h a ra c te r  in  th e  
A p o c a ly p s e  a g a in s t  a backg round  o f  h u m a n is t ic  p h ilo s o p h y  o r i g in a t in g  in  
P la to  and A r i s t o t l e ,  w ith  im p l ic a t io n s  f o r  c h a ra c te r  e d u c a t io n .  P la to ,  
A r i s t o t l e ,  and John each had a d i s t i n c t i v e  w o r ld - v ie w  w ith  a d i s t i n c ­
t i v e  p h i lo s o p h y  re g a rd in g  man, e t h i c s ,  and c h a r a c te r .
P la to  saw man as a s o u l who f e l l  from  th e  p e r f e c t ,  e te r n a l
w o r ld  o f  Id e a s  because o f  th e  p u l l  o f  th e  a p p e t i te s  w h ich  d ragged  th e  
s o u l down to  e a r th  where i t  to o k  on a b o d y . E v i l  in  man i s  th e  d i s ­
harm ony caused by th e  s t r u g g le  o f  th e  a p p e t i te s  and e m o tio n s  a g a in s t
re a s o n . 7ne s o lu t io n  to  m an 's  p ro b le m  is  th e  c o n t r o l  o f  a p p e t i t e  by 
re a s o n , a id e d  by th e  c o n te m p la t io n  c f  d iv in e  r e a l i t i e s — th e  Id e a s  o f  
B e a u ty , T ru th ,  and Joodness. ouch p h i lo s o p h ic a l  r e f l e c t i o n  e n a b le s  man
to  l i v e  a l i f e  o f  v i r t u e  and f r e e s  h is  s o u l a t d ea th  to  r e tu r n  to  th e
e te r n a l  w o r ld  above. P la to  em phas ized  kn ow led ge  o f  e te r n a l  r e a l i t y  as 
th e  means by ’which m o ra l c h a ra c te r  i s  fo rm e d . Re th o u g h t kn ow ledge  was 
v i r t u e .
A r i s t o t l e  r e je c te d  th e  c o n c e p t o f  e te r n a l  s o u l and a cce p te d  as 
r e a l  o n ly  th e  w o r ld  o f  se n se , o f  w h ic h  man was a p a r t .  In s te a d  o f  
d e r iv in g  n is  v a lu e s  from  a h e a v e n ly  w o r ld  o f  Id e a s , re  based them on 
th e  n a tu re  o f  man. M an's good \ e u d a e m o n ia ) was to  reach  th e  u n iq u e ly  
human g o a l— d i s t i n c t  from  th e  g o a l o f  a i l  o th e r  fo rm s o f  l i f e — o f
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engag ing  in  r a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y .  He agreed  w ith  P la to  th a t  rea son  must
c o n t r o l  th e  a p p e t i t e s ,  add ing  h is  c o n c e p t th a t  v i r t u e  is  th e  g o ld e n
mean oetween th e  tw c ex trem es o f  e xcess  and d e f ic ie n c y .  A r i s t o t l e
b e lie v e d  th a t  m o ra l c h a ra c te r  i s  d e v e lo p e d  th ro u g h  b e h a v io r  as w e l l  as 
K now ledge: one becomes good by d o in g  good c o n s is t e n t l y  th ro u g h  l i f e .
N e ith e r  P la to  nor A r i s t o t l e  knew o f  a p e rs o n a l God to  a s s is t
man in  n is  s t r u g g le s  a g a in s t  e v i l ;  t h e y  p o s t u la t e d  in s t e a d  an 
im p e rs o n a l,  t r a n s c e n d e n t Cra f tsm an  (D e m iu rg e ) o r  F i r s t  M over.
J o h n 's  A p o ca lyp se  v iew s man as th e  c r e a t io n  o f  a p e rs o n a l God, 
made to  r e f l e c t  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  God, w h ic h  is  th e  norm from  w n ich  a re  
d e r iv e d  th e  c o n c e p ts  o f  good and e v i l .  S in  is  r e b e l l i o n  and w a r fa re  
a g a in s t  God, m o t iv a te d  by th e  d e s ir e  f o r  s e l f - e x a l t a t i o n .  S in  caused 
suc.n d ir e  co nse qu en ces  th a t  o n ly  God c o u ld  p ro v id e  s a lv a t io n  from  i t  
th ro u g h  th e  a to n in g  d e a th  o f  H is  Son. S h r is t  won th e  le g a l  v i c t o r y  
ever s in  a t th e  c ro s s  which is  th e  b a s is  fo r  th e  b e l ie v e r 's  e x p e r ­
i e n t i a l  v i c t o r y  o v e r s in .  P .igh teous c h a r a c te r  i s  d e ve lo pe d  th ro u g h  
re p e n ta n c e , s tu d y  o f  th e  W ord, th e  d e v o t io n a l  l i f e  w ith  C h r i s t , th e  
w o rs h ip  ana e x a l t in g  o f  God. and w itn e s s  to  th e  w o r ld .  Man d e r iv e s  
h is  l i f e ,  v a lu e s ,  and c h a ra c te r  from  God.
P h i lo s o p h ic a l  D ilemm as A f f e c t in g  C h a ra c te r  T he o ry  
P la to  and A r i s t o t l e  s ta n d  in  th e  h e a d w a te rs  o f  th e  Graeco-Soman 
s tream  o f  p h i lo s o p h y  f rom  w h ich  b o th  th e  g re a tn e s s  and i l l s  o f  W este rn  
c i v i l i z a t i o n  have f lo w e d .  They a tte m p te d  to  d is c o v e r  u l t im a te  t r u t h  
about mar. ana th e  u n iv e rs e  oy th e  use o f  una id ed  human re a s o n . The 
subsequen t h is t o r y  o f  ide as  in d ic a te s  t h a t  suc.n a q u e s t is  f r a u g h t  w ith  
d i f f i c u l t y .
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P rco lem s w ith  e p is te m o io g y
P la to 's  v a s t sys te m  o f  th o u g h t has much to  commend i t :  a
r . o l i s t i c  v ie w  o f  th e  cosmos and th e  n a tu re  ana d e s t in y  o f  man, p lu s  an
" o b je c t i v e "  b a s is  fo r  v a lu e s .  He p o s tu la te s  d e s ig n  and pu rpose  in  th e  
u n iv e r s e ,  w ith  u n iv e r s a is  b eh in d  th e  p a r t i c u la r s  r e v e a l in g  u l t im a t e  
m eaning beyond th e  m a te r ia l  w o r ld .  There is  a way o f  " s a lv a t io n "  and a 
c h a ra c te r  to  be d e v e lo p e d  to  a c h ie v e  e te r n a l  l i f e .  I d e a l i s t i c  s y s te m s , 
d e a lin g  as th e y  do w ith  noum enai as w e l l  as phenom enal r e a l i t i e s — w ith  
s p i r i t  as w e l l  as m a t t e r — p ro v id e  th e  m ost co m p re h e n s ive  v ie w s  o f  
r e a l i t y .
Y e t P la t o 's  e p is te m o lo g y  was r e je c te d  by h is  most famous p u p i l ,  
A r i s t o t l e ,  whose r e a c t io n  i l l u s t r a t e s  a m a jo r  p ro b le m  o f  i d e a l i s t i c  
p h i lo s o p h ie s :  th e re  is  no o b je c t iv e  method o f  v e r i f y i n g  th e  t r u t h  o f
th e  sys te m . E ve ry  such  system  is  a c t u a l ly  th e  m e n ta l c o n s t r u c t  o f  th e  
p h i lo s o p h e r  h im s e l f ,  based on h is  own " in n a te  id e a s "  and r a t i o n a l  
p o w e rs . Though i t  p ro fe s s e s  to  g iv e  a h o l i s t i c  v ie w  o f  o b je c t iv e
r e a l i t y ,  w ith  v a lu e s  based upon th e  o b je c t iv e  o rd e r  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e ,  i t
is  a c t u a l ly  s u b je c t iv e — th a t  i s ,  based upon th e  im a g in a t io n  o f  th e  
c h i lo s o p n e r . Because o f  t h i s  s u b je c t i v i t y  th e r e  a re  g re a t c o n t r a d ic ­
t io n s  between th e  v a r io u s  i d e a l i s t i c  p h i lo s o p h ie s .
A r i s t o t l e  b u i l t  h is  system  upon sense  p e rc e p t io n  and l o g i c ,  
b e g in n in g  w i th  th e  s tu d y  o f  p a r t i c u la r s  in  th e  se a rch  fo r  u n iv e r s a is .  
H is  app roacn  is  s u g g e s t iv e  o f  the  e m p ir ic a l  m ethods o f  modern s c ie n c e .
D e s c a r te s  d e s c r ib e d  r e a l i t y  as a d u a l is m  o f  tw o  b a s ic  
s u b s ta n c e s , th o u g h t and e x te n s io n ;  S p ino za  p roposed  a monism o f  a 
s in g le  s u D s ta n c e , " a z u r e ;  L e ib n iz  saw r e a l i t y  as a p lu r a l is m  o f  
d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  o f  m onads, th u s  a c c o u n t in g  f o r  v a r io u s  e le m e n ts  :n  
n a tu r e ;  to  H ege l a l l  was A b s o lu te  S p i r i t  in  a d yna m ic , d i a l e c t i c  
p ro c e s s  (S tu m p f. P h i lo s o p n y , pp. 2U9 . 232, 2 2 7 ) .
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H o w e ve r, cy f in d in g  u l t im a t e  r e a l i t y  n e t in  a t ra n s c e n d e n t s p i r i t u a l  
o rc e r  b u t in  th e  e m p ir ic a l  w o r ld  o f  sense p e r c e p t io n ,  A r i s t o t l e  la id  
th e  fo u n d a t io n  fo r  modern s e c u la r is m  w n ich  r e je c t s  s p i r i t  'so m e tim e s  
even m in e ) as r e a l i t y  and a c c e p ts  as r e a l  o n ly  th e  p h y s ic a l  w o r ld  o f  
m a t te r .  Kant c o n t r ib u te d  to  t h i s  outcom e th ro u g h  h is  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  
sense p e rc e p t io n  p lu s  th e  in n a te  s t r u c tu r e s  o f  th e  m ind  c a n n o t a r r i v e  
a t know ledge  o f  u l t im a t e  r e a l i t y — i . e . ,  th e  noum enal w o r ld  "which con­
ta in s  w i t h in  i t  a l l  th e  c a te g o r ie s  o f  m eaning such as God, fre e d o m , and 
im m o r t a l i t y . '  T h is  means t h a t  n e i th e r  s p e c u la t iv e  re a s o n  nor the  
s c i e n t i f i c  method can come to  a know ledge  o f  God, g o o d n e s s , and im m or­
t a l i t y — a l l  the  v a lu e s  t h a t  g iv e  m eaning to  l i f e .  A s tu d y  o f  p a r t i c u ­
la r s  ends o n ly  w ith  p a r t i c u l a r s .
A second p ro b le m  'w ith  A r i s t o t l e ' s  method i s  w h e th e r  th e  se nse s , 
w h ich  a re  h ig h ly  s u b je c t iv e ,  a re  r e l i a b le  in  d e te rm in in g  th e  n a tu re  o f  
r e a l i t y .  The B r i t i s h  e m p i r i c i s t s ,  a t te m p t in g  to  base a l l  know ledge  on 
sense p e rc e p t io n ,  came to  d o u b t n o t o n ly  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  God b u t o f  
c a u s a l i t y ,  m a te r ia l  s u b s ta n c e , and even o f  th e  s e l f — a p o s i t io n  o f  
t o t a l  s k e p t ic is m . "
P rob lem s w ith  a x io lo g y
P la to  d e r iv e d  h is  norm s o f  goodness from  th e  t ra n s c e n d e n t  -world 
o f  Id e a s , n o t v e r i f i a b l e  by c o rre s p o n d e n c e  w i th  r e a i i t y .  H is  c o n c e p ts  
o f  b e a u ty , goodness , and t r u t h  were th e  c o n s t r u c ts  o f  h is  own m in d . 
S u b je c t iv e  p h i lo s o p h ie s  and p s y c h o lo g ie s  a lw ays le a d  to  s u c je c t iv e  
m o ra l v a lu e s , as t h i s  s tu c y  w i l l  p o in t  o u t .
S tum p f, P h i lo s o p h y , p . 229.
" I b i d . ,  p . 3C1. I t  was Hume who a r r iv e d  a t  t h i s  p o s i t io n ,  
b u i ld in g  upon th e  t h e o r ie s  o f  h is  p re d e c e s s o rs , B e rk e le y  and L o cke .
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In  ar. a tte m p t to  a c h ie v e  o b j e c t i v i t y ,  A r i s t o t l e  based h is  
v a lu e -s y s te m  on th e  o b je c t iv e  o ra e r  o f  n a tu r e .  H ow ever, in  so d o in g  he 
in t ro d u c e d  th e  p ro b le m  o f how to  d e te rm in e  th e  good in  a w o r ld  perm e­
a ted  w i th  e v i l .  A l l  a tte m p ts  to  e s t a b l is h  e th ic s  on p u r e ly  e m p ir ic a l  
fo u n d a t io n s  e x h ib i t  a m ajor l o g ic a l  f la w ,  n a m e ly , a c o n fu s io n  o f  th e  
a c tu a l w i th  th e  id e a l .  Few w ou ld  a d m it t h a t  "w h a te v e r i s ,  i s  r i g h t . "  
Most p e o p le  have a sense o f  th e  " o u g h t"  w h ic h  s ta n d s  in  c o n t r a s t  w i th  
th e  " i s . "  What o u g h t to  be is  o f  a d i f f e r e n t  lo g ic a l  ty p e  from  w ha t 
i s . 7ne s e a rc h  fo r  m o ra l fo u n d a t io n s  in  human n a tu re  can succeed  o n ly  
i f  id e a l  c o n c e p ts  o f  man a re  a d m it te d .  For a t r u l y  h u m a n is t ic  e t h ic  i t  
i s  n e c e s s a ry  to  have a v is io n  o f  w hat a p e rs o n  o u g h t to  become, o r  what 
a p e r fe c t  human b e in g  sh ou ld  be l i k e ,  and o f  th e  a t t r ib u t e s  o f  a r e a l l y  
gooa man. These norms can n eve r be d e r iv e d  from  o b s e rv in g  a c tu a l  
p e o p le . ‘ W ith o u t an id e a l norm , man i s  l e f t  o n ly  w ith  th e  c o n s e n s u s —  
" e v e r y b o d y 's  d o in g  i t " — as th e  s ta n d a rd .
F u r th e rm o re , P la to  and A r i s t o t l e  b o th  saw s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  as 
th e  g o a l fo r  th e  good l i f e — th e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  th e  s o u l 's  d e s t in y  
e i t h e r  in  th e  n e x t l i f e  or t h i s  one— w ith  l i t t l e  m e n tio n  o f  th e  need 
fo r  s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  lo v e  fo r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  o th e rs .  W h ile  s e l f -  
a c t u a l i z a t i o n — com m only c a l le d  " f u l f i l l m e n t "  to d a y — is  a w o r th y  o b je c ­
t i v e  when com bined w ith  the  id e a l  o f  s e r v ic e ,  by i t s e l f  i t  becomes a 
s e i f i s n — even d e s t r u c t iv e — g o a l . ^
P h i l i p  K. P h e n ix , " E tn ic s  and th e  W i l l  o f  T o d ,"  in  M o ra l Edu­
c a t io n  . e d s . Thazan and T c i t i s ,  pp . 56 , 5 2 .
“ How many nave abandoned f a m i ly  and s o c ia l  o b l ig a t io n s  in  th e  
in t e r e s t  o f  " s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t " !
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Proo lem s w ith  a n th ro p o lo g y
2ne o f  th e  q u e s t io n s  o f  a n th ro p o lo g y  i s  w h e th e r nan is  good,  
e v i l ,  or " b la n k "  a t  b i r t h .  P la to  saw an in h e r e n t  weakness in  nan
d e r iv e d  fhom the  i r r a t i o n a l  p a r ts  o f  th e  s o u l " s p i r i t  and a p p e t i t e ) ,  
augmented by th e  e n tra n c e  o f  th e  s o u l i n t o  th e  b o d y . He th us  had a lo w  
o p in io n  o f  n a n 's  p h y s ic a l  n a tu re  w ith  i t s  s e x u a l and n u t r i t i v e  appe­
t i t e s ,  a t the  same tim e  re g a rd in g  rea son  as th e  h ig h e s t  p a r t  o f  th e
s o u l ,  wnich a lo n e  c o u ld  le a d  i t  back to  i t s  fo rm e r  e x a ite d  s t a t e .  In
s u c c e e d in g  c e n tu r ie s  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  e ra  w henever P la to n ic  in f lu e n c e  
was s t r o n g ,  th e  a s c e t ic ,  c o n te m p la t iv e  l i f e  was re g a rd e d  as th e  way to  
h o l in e s s ,  w h ile  th e re  was a c o r re s p o n d in g  d e v a lu a t io n  o f  m a r r ia g e ,  
f a m i ly ,  th e  p h y s ic a l  n a tu r e ,  and th e  p h y s ic a l  w o r ld .  The q u e s t io n  
a r is e s  as to  w h e th e r P la to  lo c a te d  s in  and r ig h te o u s n e s s  c o r r e c t ly —  
b o d i ly  a p p e t i te s  b e in g  s i n f u l  and rea son  b e in g  r ig h te o u s .  Is  th e
p h y s ic a l n a tu re  b a s ic a l l y  e v i l?  And is  m a n 's  re a so n  u n c o rru p te d  by 
e v i l?
A r i s t o t l e  saw nan as " b la n k "  a t b i r t h ,  w i th  th e  p o t e n t i a l i t y  
fo r  good o r e v i l  in  h is  n a tu re .  He to o  re g a rd e d  re a so n  as the  k in g ly  
power w n ich  must r u le  o v e r th e  a p p e t i t i v e  p a r t s  o f  n a n 's  n a tu re .  As a 
n a t u r a l i s t i c  p n i lo s o p h e r ,  how eve r, he d i f f e r e d  fro m  P la to  by g ra n t in g  
th e  p h y s ic a l n a tu re  and a p p e t i te s  t h e i r  p ro p e r  p la c e  in  human l i f e ,  to  
be e n joye d  w ith  m o d e r a t io n . )  He saw th e  need to  d e v e lo p  th e  p o t e n t ia l  
f o r  good 'w ith in  n a n . a c o n c e p t th a t  has had g re a t  a ppea l th ro u g h  th e  
ages, c l im a x in g  in  th e  unbounded o p tim is m  o f  th e  "5 th  and e a r ly  2C th 
c e n tu r ie s  re g a rd in g  th e  p e r f e c t a b i l i t y  o f  man. ouch o p tim is m  has s in c e  
been s h a t te re d  by tw o w o r ld  wars and t h e i r  a f te r m a t h ,  g iv in g  p la c e  to  a
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ceep p e ss im ism  aoout man and h is  f u t u r e .  -ne e v i l  m  numan n a tu re  
a pp ea rs  to  be fa r  more r a d ic a l  th an  th e  p h ilo s o p h e rs  had s u s p e c te d .
A n o th e r a n th ro p o lo g ic a l  q u e s t io n  d eba ted  th ro u g h  th e  c e n tu r ie s  
is  w h e th e r man is  a d u a lis m  o f  body and s o u l (m in d ) ,  o r  a monism c f  
e i t h e r  e le m e n t. P la to  a cce p te d  th e  fo rm e r p o s i t i o n ,  a s s ig n in g  a l l  th e  
c a te g o r ie s  o f  m eaning— such as g o o d n e ss , fre e d o m , and tra n s c e n c e n c e — to  
th e  s o u l .  A r i s t o t l e  re d e f in e d  " s o u i "  to  be m e re ly  th e  fo rm  t h a t  g iv e s  
th e  body i t s  p u rp o s e , th u s  com ing c lo s e  to  re d u c in g  man to  a p h y s ic a l  
m on ism , th o u g h  he re ta in e d  th e  c a te g o r ie s  o f  mind and fre e d o m . 3y 
e l im in a t in g  th e  d im e n s io n s  o f  e t e r n i t y ,  tra n s c e n d e n c e , and th e  s u p e r ­
n a t u r a l ,  h o w e ve r, he i n i t i a t e d  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  re d u c t io n is m  t h a t  w ou ld  
e v e n tu a l ly  d e v a lu a te  man to  th e  le v e l  o f  th e  a n im a l o r  m a c h in e .~
R e la te d  to  th e  d u a l i s t i c - m o n is t i c  deb a te  is  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  
w h e th e r man is  fre e  o r d e te rm in e d  by n a tu re .  '-Ian was g e n e r a l ly  
re g a rd e d  as fre e  and u n d e te rm in e d  u n t i l  th e  C op ern ica n  R e v o lu t io n ,  
N ew ton ian  p h y s ic s ,  and th e  s c i e n t i f i c  m ethod b ro u g h t to  l i g h t  a m echa­
n i s t i c  u n iv e rs e  w nich  appeared  to  e n g u l f  man in  th e  m a c h in e . A l l  o f  
n a tu re ,  in c lu d in g  man as a p h y s ic a l  b e in g ,  appeared to  be unde r th e  
d o m in a tio n  o f  law  and c a u s a l i t y .  P e r s o n a l i t y  and c h a ra c te r  were seen 
as d e te rm in e d  by a l l  o f  th e  c a u s a l i t i e s  in  h e r e d i ty  and e n v iro n m e n t 
t h a t  a f fe c te d  m an's b e in g .
R e in h o lc  N ie b u h r . ''The Two Sources o f  W estern C u l t u r e , "  in  The 
C h r i s t i a n  Id e a  o f  e d u c a t i o n , e d . Edmund F u l l e r  (New H a v e n : T a le
U n iv e r s i t y  P re s s , '9 5 7 ) ,  p .  250.
“ P h i lo s o p n ic a l  a n t h r o p o lo g i s t s  h a v e  n o te d  t h r e e  i n s u l t s  
i n f l i c t e d  upon man: th e  f i r s t ,  d e a l t  by C o p e rn ic u s , was c o s m o lo g ic a l
and removed m an 's h a b it a t  from  th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  'u n iv e rs e : th e  se c o n d , 
d e a lt  by D a rw in , was b io lo g ic a l  and removed m an 's o r i g i n  fro m  Cod to  
th e  b e a s ts :  th e  t h i r d ,  d e a l t  by F re u d , was p s y c h o lo g ic a l and removed 
m an 's  m o ra l freedom . See S k in n e r .  Seyond Freedom , p . 2 1 ) :  H. 0 . Pappe, 
" P h i lo s o p h ic a l  A n th ro p o lo g y ."  E n c y c lo p e d ia  o f  P h ilo s o p h y , d: ) 6G.
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R a t io n a l is t  p h ilo s o p h e rs  mace s tre n u o u s  e f f o r t s  to  m a in ta in  th e  
freedom  o f  man b u t  c o u ld  n o t l o g i c a l l y  s u c c e e d . D e s c a rte s  p o s tu la te d  a 
t u a l i s t i c  w o r ld  o f  th o u g h t and e x te n s io n  ' . s p i r i t  and m a tte r )  in  'which 
th e  law s o f  p h y s ic s  a p p lie d  o n ly  to  m a t te r .  He t r i e d  to  keep m an 's  
s p i r i t  f r e e  by d e n y in g  any in t e r a c t io n  betw een m ind (w h ic h  is  f r e e )  and 
body (w h ic h  is  s u b je c t  to  c a u s a l i t y )  b u t was u n a b le  to  m a in ta in  t h i s  
d ic h o to m y . ' K an t p ro po sed  a s im i la r  d u a lis m  betw een th e  phenom enal and 
noum enal w o r ld s ,  o n ly  th e  phenom enal— in c lu d in g  m a n 's  p h y s ic a l s e l f —  
b e in g  under th e  c o n t r o l  o f  p h y s ic s ,  w hereas th e  noum enal— in c lu d in g  
m an 's  m in d — is  f r e e . ^  3 u t K a n t 's  i n a b i l i t y  to  e s ta b l is h  th e  e x is te n c e  
o f  th e  noum enal w o r ld  th ro u g h  s p e c u la t iv e  p h i lo s o p h y  le d  to  th e  d e n ia l  
o f  i t s  e x is te n c e ,  le a v in g  as r e a l  o n ly  th e  phenom ena l w o r ld  c f  m a t t e r ,  
r i g i d l y  s u b je c t  to  d e t e r m in is t i c  la w s .
Cut lo o s e  from  th e  noumenal 'w o rld  o f  u l t im a te  m e a n in g , and 
p re s s u re d  by th e  s u f f o c a t in g  mechanism  o f  th e  p h y s ic a l  w o r ld ,  p h i lo s o ­
p h e rs  c o n t in u e d  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to  m a in ta in  th e  freedom  o f  man. S in c e
law  and o rd e r  in  th e  u n iv e rs e  seemed to  c r e a te  th e  m a c h in e , th e
a p o s t le s  o f  freedom  began to  p o s tu la te  a random  u n iv e rs e  w ith o u t  p u r ­
pose and d e s ig n .  T h is  v ie w  o f  r e a l i t y ,  in  w h ich  man i s  j u s t  a random  
c o l le c t io n  o f  a to m s , i s  c o m p a tib le  'w ith  h e d o n is m : man who sees h im s e l f
in  a m e a n in g le s s  s i t u a t i o n  o f te n  r e a c ts  in  abandonm ent to  p le a s u re ,  :n  
a d is o rd e re d  l i f e ,  o r  in  e x is t e n t i a l  d e s p a ir .
Rousseau r e v o lt e d  a g a in s t th e  d e te rm in is m  and s o c ia l  o rd e r  o f  
n is  day by a s s e r t in g  th e  in n a te  goodness o f  man and th e  g o a l o f  a u to n o ­
mous fre e d o m . He b e l ie v e d  th a t  i f  law s w ere  rem oved and th e  s o c ia l
T o u n g , C h r is t ia n  A pproach to  P h i lo s o p h y , p .  '* 3 .
“ S tu m p f. P h ilo s o p h y ,  p . 320.
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c ra e r  o v e r th ro w n  by r e v o lu t i o n , nan would pass i r . t o  a r e ig n  o f  e q u a l i t y  
and j u s t i c e .
The a t h e is t i c  e x is t e n t i a l i s m  o f  S a r t re  i s  a n o th e r  a tte m p t to  
a s s e r t  th e  freedom  o f  man. S a r t re  p o s tu la te s  a m e a n in g le s s  u n iv e rs e  in  
w h ich  man must f in d  m eaning by shee r fo rc e  o f  w i l l . H is  system  re c o g ­
n iz e s  no Sod, no o b je c t iv e  sys tem  o f  v a lu e s ,  no b u i l t - i n  essence o r  
p u r p o s e ,  and e s p e c i a l l y ,  no d e t e r m in i s m . ”  " E x is t e n c e  p re c e d e s  
e s s e n c e ,"  a key c o n c e p t o f  e x is t e n t ia l i s m ,  re v e rs e s  th e  p h i lo s o p h ie s  o f  
P la to  and A r i s t o t l e .  3y t h i s  i s  meant t h a t  th e r e  is  no p r e e x is te n t  
p la n  fo r  man, no human n a tu re  o r  p o t e n t ia l  f o r  h im  to  a c t u a l iz e .  Man 
i s  c a ta p u lte d  in to  e x is te n c e  as n o th in g ,  and m ust c re a te  h is  own c h a r ­
a c te r  th ro u g h  e x e rc is e  o f  th e  w i l l ,  a g o n iz in g  c h o ic e -m a k in g , and 
in v o lv e m e n t w ith  h u m a n ity . H is  a ng u ish  c e n te rs  in  th e  f a c t  th a t  s in c e  
th e re  is  no God, th e r e  i s  no p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f i n d in g  v a lu e s  o r  d iv in e  
commands by w hich to  l e g i t im iz e  h is  c o n d u c t . '  Man as th e  a r b i t e r  o f  
h is  own d e s t in y  m ust do h is  b e s t w ith  h is  l im i t e d  jud gm e n t in  a w o r ld  
t h a t  o f f e r s  a t e r r i f y i n g  d e g re e  o f  free do m .
S cnoo ls  o f  p h i lo s o p h y  ana p s y c h o lo g y  opposed  to  the  c o n c e p t o f  
freedom  adhere  to  a d e t e r m in is t i c  v ie w  t h a t  re d u c e s  man from  a con ­
s c io u s ,  c r e a t iv e ,  i n i t i a t i n g  s e l f  to  "a  s e r ie s  o f  s ta te s  in  a d e t e r -
a
m in a t iv e  c a u s a l c h a in "  — e . g . .  th e  p h i lo s o p h ie s  o f  Hobbes and S p ino za
W il l ia m  J . O u ra n t ,  The S to r y  o f  P h i lo s o p h y :  The L iv e s  ar.c 
o p in io n s  o f  th e  G re a t P h ilo s o p h e rs  o f  th e  w e s te rn  W orld  (Mew 'fo rk :  S i ­
mon and S c h u s te r , r?6 l ) ,  p .  (8 8 .
“ S tu m p f, P h i lo s o p h y , p .  -^69.
'J e a n  P a u l S a r t r e .  " E x i s t e n t i a l i s m  and E t h i c s , "  ir .  M o ra l 
E d u c a t io n . ecs. Thazan and S o l t i s ,  pp. 32, 3 5 -8 6 .
a? h e n ix ,  " E th ic s  and W i l l  o f  G od," pp . 6 0 -6 1 .
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ana th e  b e h a v io r is t ic  p s y c h o lo g y  o f  Watson and S k ir .n e r . The p s y c h o lo g y  
o f  b e h a v io r is m  a rose  as a r e a c t io n  to  th e  d u a l i s t i c  c o n c e p t o f  m ind and 
b o d y , w hich was c o n s id e re d  more r e l ig io u s  th an  s c i e n t i f i c .  3 e h a v io r -  
i s t s  see man as a m onism , r e je c t in g  such te rm s as s o u l ,  m in d , and con ­
s c io u s n e s s  as to o  s u b je c t iv e  to  p e rm it  s c i e n t i f i c  s tu d y .  They make 
b o th  a n im a l and human p s y c h o lo g y  th e  s tu d y  o f  b e h a v io r ,  w h ich  i s  a 
p h y s io lo g ic a l  p ro ce ss  based upon the  p h y s ic s  and c h e m is t r y  o f  the  
re s p o n s e  o f  l i v i n g  t i s s u e -  M o d if ic a t io n s  o f  b e h a v io r  a re  s tu d ie d  in  
te rm s  o f  s t im u lu s - re s p o n s e  r e a c t i o n . -  3 e h a v io r is t s  b e l ie v e  t h a t  human 
a c t io n s  and re a c t io n s  can be d e te rm in e d  c o m p le te ly  so t h a t  a c c u ra te  
p r e d ic t io n  is  p o s s ib le  in  te rm s  o f  th e  s t im u lu s - re s p o n s e  fo rm u la .  
T hough t is  o n ly  s u b -v o c a l s p e e c h .^
Dewey, in f lu e n c e d  by D a rw in ia n  e v o lu t io n ,  h e ld  a s im i la r  v ie w  
o f  man, se e ing  h im  as a b io lo g ic a l  o rg a n ism  i n t e r a c t i n g  w i th  h is  
e n v iro n m e n t.  Thought is  m e re ly  th e  s o lv in g  o f  p ro b le m  s i t u a t i o n s ,  th e  
a c t i v i t y  o f  the  o rg a n is m  as i t  seeks to  a d ju s t  i t s e l f  to  i t s  e n v iro n ­
ment .
The q u e s tio n  o f  freedom  v s .  d e te rm in is m  has s e r io u s  im p l ic a ­
t io n s  fo r  c h a ra c te r  t h e o r y .  The d e t e r m in is t i c  v ie w  sees la w  w ith o u t  
fre e d o m . Though some f i n d  d e te rm in is m  a t t r a c t i v e  because  i t  r e l ie v e s  
man o f  p e rs o n a l and m o ra l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  fo r  th e  same re a s o n  i t  makes
'S k in n e r ,  Beyond F re e do m , p .  '0 ;  C lyde  J . S t e c k e l , T h e o lo g y  and 
E t h ic s  o f  3 e h a v io r  M o d i f ic a t io n  (W a s n in g to n , D. C . : U n iv e r s i t y  P ress o f  
A m e r ic a , '9 7 9 ) .  pp. i 6— 7 3-
“ G ardner M urphy, H i s t o r i c a l  I n t r o d u c t io n  to  M odern P sych o lo g y  
New f o r k :  H a rc o u r t ,  3 ra c e ,  4 W o r ld , 19U9 ) . ?P- 2 5 3 -2 6 0 .
'Y o u n g , C h r is t ia n  A p p ro a ch  to  P h ilo s o p h y , p .  *12 .
^John Dewey, The Q ues t f o r  C e r ta in t y  (New Y o rk : G. P. Putnam 's 
Sons,  ’ 9 2 9 ). pp . *0 6 -1 0 7 .
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th e  is s u e  o f  c h a ra c te r  c e ve lo p m e n t i r r e l e v a n t .  I f  a l l  r e a l i t y  i s  
m e c h a n ic a l ly  in t e r lo c k e d  in  a c h a in  o f  c a u s e - e f fe c t  e v e n ts  o ve r w n ich  
one has no c o n t r o l , c h a ra c te r  d e v e lo p m e n t is  n o t w i t h in  o n e 's  c o n t r o l  
e i t h e r .  S t r i c t l y  d e r e r m in is t i c  p s y c h o lo g y  sees " c h a r a c te r "  as fo rm ed  
oy th e  e n v iro n m e n t th ro u g h  r e in fo r c e m e n t .  " C h a ra c te r "  he re  is  e n c lo s e d  
in  q u o ta t io n  m a rk s , fo r  S k in n e r  d e l i b e r a t e ly  s e ts  o u t to  d e s t r o y  th e  
" p r e s c i e n t i f i c "  c o n c e p t o f  "man qua man" and re d u ce s  h im  to  th e  le v e l  
o f  th e  a n im a l . '  C h a ra c te r  assumes t h a t  man i s  a t h in k in g ,  w i l l i n g ,  
c h o o s in g  b e in g  who has a p a r t  in  s h a p in g  h is  own d e v e lo p m e n t. D e te r ­
m in ism  d e s t ro y s  t h i s  c o n c e p t o f  c h a r a c te r .
The p o s i t io n  o f  free do m  w i th o u t  law  i s  a ls o  in im ic a l  to  th e  
id e a  o f  c h a r a c te r  d e v e lo p m e n t, s in c e  i t  le a d s  to  th e  b reakdow n o f  
s o c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and in d iv id u a l  m o r a l i t y .  T o ta l  freedom  fo r  th e  
in d iv id u a l  le a d s  to  chaos and a n a rc h y . "Man come o f  age" i s  supposed 
to  be a b le  to  make m o ra l ju d g m e n ts  w ith o u t  re c o u rs e  to  la w  and
a u t h o r i t y . ^  I f  he w ere t o t a l l y  good by n a tu re ,  i f  he had th e  w isdom  to
see th e  fa r - r e a c h in g  consequences o f  h is  c h o ic e s ,  and i f  he had the  
w i l l  to  a c t in  harm ony w i th  h is  p e r c e p t io n s  o f  r i g h t ,  th e  freedom  e t h ic  
m ig h t w o rk . But he 'would s t i l l  be under th e  c o n t r o l  o f  la w — law
imposed i n t e r n a l l y  r a th e r  th a n  e x t e r n a l l y .
C h a ra c te r  d eve lo pm e n t is  c o n t in g e n t  upon b o th  freedom  and la w —  
th e  a b i l i t y  to  make c h o ic e s  ir .  a la w - re g u la te d  cosmos anc s o c ie t y ."1
S k in n e r  s ta te s ,  " I t  is  o f te n  s a id  th a t  in  'm a n ip u la t in g  man] 
we m ust t r e a t  Chim ] as a mere a n im a l.  ’ A n im a i’ i s  a p e r jo r a t iv e  te rm , 
b u t o n ly  because 'm a n 1 has been made s p u r io u s ly  h o n o r i f i c "  ' Beyonc
Freedom , p . 2 0 * ) .
^ J o s e p h  F l e t c h e r , S i t u a t i o n  E t h i c s :  The Mew M o r a l i t y  
'P h i la d e lp h ia :  W e s tm in s te r P re s s , ’ 9 6 6 ) ,  p .  ' 53 -
'T h e  id e a  o f  law  and o rd e r  in  th e  -un ive rse  is  a c t u a l ly  n o t
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Prob lem s w i th  c h a r a c te r  th e o ry
P la t o 's  th e o r y  o f  c h a ra c te r  d e v e lo p m e n t th ro u g h  th e  c o n t r o l l i n g  
power o f  re a so n  a p p e a rs  h ig h ly  com m endable , th o u g h  h is  a ssu m p tio n  t h a t  
rea son  is  i n h e r e n t l y  good ( e v i l  d e r iv in g  fro m  th e  a p p e t i te s  and pas­
s io n s )  a p p e a rs  to  be 'u n w a rra n te d . Is  i t  n o t l i k e l y  t h a t  reason  i t s e l f  
has been in f e c te d  by e v i l  and is  c a p a b le  o f  p u rs u in g  h a rm fu l ends? 
P la to 's  own p r a c t i c a l  a p p l ic a t io n s  o f  re a s o n — h is  a cce p ta n ce  o f  homo­
s e x u a l i t y ,  1 h is  p ro p o s a l fo r  a c o n t r o l le d  s o c ie t y  w ith  g e n e t ic  and
p s y c h o lo g ic a l  m a n ip u la t io n  o f  th e  m asses b y  th e  e l i t e ,  h is  e l im in a t io n
2
o f  th e  f a m i ly  u n i t ,  h is  lo w  re g a rd  f o r  m an 's  p h y s ic a l n a tu re  ( le a d in g  
to  g e n e ra t io n s  o f  m e n ta l a ng u ish  o v e r th e  is s u e  o f  c e l ib a c y ) — a l l  a re  
m o r a l ly  q u e s t io n a b le .
A ls o  s u b je c t  to  q u e s t io n  is  P la t o 's  a s s u m p tio n  th a t  know ledge  
is  v i r t u e .  H e re in  l i e s  th e  weakness o f  m odern c o g n i t i v i s t  p s y c h o lo g ie s  
(w n ic n  t r a c e  t h e i r  a n c e s t r y  th ro u g h  th e  r a t i o n a l i s t  p h i lo s o p h ie s  back 
to  P la to ) — th e y  assume th a t  s k i l l  in  m o ra l re a s o n in g  le a d 3 to  m o ra l 
b e h a v io r . '  I s  i t  p o s s ib le ,  h o w e ve r, t h a t  s k i l l  in  m o ra l re a s o n in g  
co u ld  a c t u a l ly  le a d  to  th e  s o p h is t ic a te d  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  im m o ra l 
b e h a v io r?  Or c o u ld  one know th e  m o ra l th in g  to  d o , y e t fo r  re a s o n s  o f
c o n t r a r y  to  th e  id e a  o f  m an 's fre e d o m . The q u e s t io n  is  -whether th e  
u n iv e rs e  i s  a c lo s e d  o r  open sys te m . A c c o rd in g  to  th e  b i b l i c a l  v ie w ,  
God a c ts  in  harm ony w i th  th e  laws He s e t in  o p e r a t io n ,  b u t has th e  
freedom  to  c o n tra v e n e  them when He w is h e s . Man a ls o  has freedom  to  a c t  
in  harm ony 'w ith  o r  o p p o s i t io n  to  m o ra i and n a tu r a l  la w .
In  P la t o 's  d ia lo g ,  P haed rus . S o c ra te s  d is c u s s e s  th e  p ro p e r and 
im p ro p e r  e x p r e s s io n s  o f  h o m o s e x u a l i t y ,  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  th e  fo rm e r  
a c t u a l ly  a id s  th e  s o u l in  i t s  r e tu r n  to  heaven  (2 5 1 -2 5 2 ) .
“ I . e . ,  f o r  th e  g u a rd ia n  c la s s .  S tu m p f, P h i lo s o p h y , p p . 7 7 -7 8 .
'L a w re n c e  S o h lb e rg , ’’ E d u c a tio n  f o r  J u s t ic e :  a Modern S ta te m e n t 
o f  th e  P la to n ic  V ie w ,”  in  M ora l E d u c a t io n , e d . T. R. S iz e r  (C a m b rid g e : 
H a rva rd  U n iv e r s i t y  P re s s , 1970), p . 5 7 .
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s e l f - i n t e r e s t  f a i l  to  do i t ?  I s  t h i s  n o t a b a s ic  human p rob lem ?
C o g n i t i v is t s  P ia g e t and K o h lb e rg  b u i ld  t h e i r  p s y c h o lo g ie s  on 
K a n t 's  co n ce p t o f  th e  s t r u c t u r e s  ( c a te g o r ie s )  o f  th e  m in d , to  w h ich  
th e y  add th e  e v id e n c e  t h a t  th e s e  s t r u c tu r e s  pass th ro u g h  d e v e lo p m e n ta l 
s ta g e s  as th e  m ind m a tu re s . P ia g e t i d e n t i f i e s  tw o m o ra l s ta g e s —  
h e te ro n o n y  and au tonom y— w h i le  K o h lb e rg  f u r t h e r  d is t in g u is h e s  s ix  
s e q u e n t ia l  s ta g e s  in  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  m o ra l r e a s o n in g .1 The c o g n i­
t i v i s t s  b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  m ind  im poses i t s  own o rd e r  and s t r u c t u r e  on 
e x te r n a l  d a ta ;  th e  ta s k  o f  th e  m o ra l e d u c a to r ,  th e n ,  i s  to  d raw  o u t in  
S o c r a t ic  fa s h io n  what i s  a lr e a d y  in n a te  in  th e  m in d . S im i la r l y ,  th e
p ro p o n e n ts  o f  " v a lu e s  c l a r i f i c a t i o n "  seek by q u e s t io n in g  to  d raw  o u t o f
o
th e  s tu d e n t  an e x p re s s io n  o f  h is  own v a lu e s . “  The m o ra l e d u c a to rs  do 
n o t in te n d  to  te a c h  f ix e d  m o ra l v a lu e s  b u t r a th e r  to  s t im u la te  th e  
d e ve lo p m e n t o f  th e  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  th e  m in d . H ow ever, th e  m ind  m ust be 
ta u g h t  c o n te n t in  o rd e r  to  r e s t r u c tu r e  i t s  v iew s o f  r e a l i t y .  Data 
w h ich  is  n o t possessed c a n n o t be h a n d le d  in  th e  r e s t r u c t u r in g  p r o c e s s . '  
K o h lb e rg  does in  f a c t  te a c h  v a lu e s ,  how ever— th e  v a lu e s  c f  s i t u a t io n  
e t h ic s .  To sco re  h ig h  on h is  "m o ra l d ile m m a s" t e s t s ,  one m ust a c c e p t 
th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  v i o l a t i n g  g e n e r a l ly  a cce p te d  m o ra l p r i n c ip le s  ( e . g . ,  
h o n e s ty  o r s e x u a l p u r i t y )  fo r  th e  sake o f  p r o te c t in g  a h ig h e r  p r in c ip le  
( e . g . ,  re s p e c t fo r  l i f e ) .  Thus th e re  a re  no a b s o lu te  m o ra l s ta n d a rd s  
to  g u id e  in  m ak ing  m o ra l d e c is io n s .  C o g n it iv e  m o ra l p h ilo s o p h y  i s  
h ig h ly  s u b je c t iv e — th e  c o n s t r u c t  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  m ind— as i s  th e
'H ona ld  Duska and M a r ie i le n  W he lan. M o ra l D e v e lo p m e n t: a G uide 
to  P ia g e t  and K o h lb e rg  (New 'fo r k :  P a u l is t  P re ss , '9 7 5 ) ,  p p . 3, ^5 - 4 7 .
“ P a th s , H e rm in , and S im on , V a lues  and T e a c h in g , p . 28.
'L a w re n ce  0 . R ic h a rd s ,  A T h e o lo g y  o f  C h r is t ia n  E d u c a t io n  (Grand 
R a p id s : Z o n d e rv a n , (9 7 5 ) .  p . (86 .
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p h ilo s o p h y  o f  P la to  h im s e l f .
3 e h a v io r i s t s . in  th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  A r i s t o t l e ,  s tu d y  man as a 
b io lo g ic a l  o rg a n is m ; f u r t h e r ,  th e y  e x c lu d e  a i l  " m e n t a l i s t i c "  c o n c e rn s  
and fo c u s  o n ly  on b e h a v io r .  S in c e  th e y  b e l ie v e  t h a t  b e h a v io r  is  a lw ays 
c a u s a l ly  l in k e d  to  e v e n ts  in  th e  e n v iro n m e n t,  t h e i r  g o a l i s  to  c o n t r o l  
b e h a v io r  by m anaging th e  e n v iro n m e n t.  The t h e r a p is t  uses a v e rs iv e  
p ro c e d u re s  (p ro d u c in g  d is c o m f o r t )  to  d is c o u ra g e  d e v ia n t  b e h a v io r ,  and 
o p e ra n t  p ro c e d u re s  (p ro d u c in g  p le a s u re )  to  encou rage  good b e h a v io r .  
E t h ic a l  th e ra p y  in v o lv e s  th e  c o o p e ra t io n  o f  th e  c l i e n t ; t r e a tm e n t 
a g a in s t  a p e rs o n 's  w i l l  is  o f t e n  c a l le d  " b r a in - w a s h in g . " 1 The m o tiv a ­
t io n  a p p e a le d  to  by b e h a v io r is t s  i s  a v o id a n c e  o f  p a in  and d e s ir e  f o r  
r e w a r d , c o n s id e re d  by c o g n i t iv e  p s y c h o lo g is ts  to  be th e  lo w e s t  le v e l  o f  
m o t iv a t io n .  W h ile  b e h a v io r - m o d i f ic a t io n  te c h n iq u e s  u n d o u b te d ly  p rove  
u s e fu l  in  th e  b re a k in g  and fo rm a t io n  o f  h a b it  p a t t e r n s ,  i t  i s  q u e s t io n ­
a b le  w h e th e r th e  r e s u l t a n t  "good  b e h a v io r "  i s  e q u iv a le n t  to  m o ra l c h a r ­
a c te r  . S k in n e r  h im s e l f  p la c e s  i t  on a le v e l  w ith  a n im a l t r a i n i n g .
3y d e f i n i t i o n ,  b e h a v io r is t  and c o g n i t i v i s t  p s y c h o lo g ie s  f a i l  to  
to u c h  man a t th e  d e e pe s t le v e ls  o f  h is  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  s in c e  th e y  a re  
co n ce rn e d  w i th  a p a r t  o f  man in s te a d  o f  h is  w ho le  b e in g .  The c o g n i­
t i v i s t  is  co nce rned  o n ly  w i th  re a s o n ; th e  b a h a v io r i s t ,  fo c u s in g  on 
e x t e r n a ls ,  i s  even f a r t h e r  from  th e  c o re  o f  human p e r s o n a l i t y .  N e ith e r  
p s y c h o lo g y  p ro fe s s e s  to  d e a l w i th  th e  s p i r i t u a l  n a tu re  o f  m an, th e  s e a t 
o f  h is  d e e p e s t lo n g in g s  and h ig h e s t  a s p i r a t io n s .  N e ith e r  comes to  
g r ip s  w i th  what r e l i g i o n i s t s  c a l l  th e  s i n f u l  n a tu r e ;  th e  p s y c h o lo g is ts  
d e s c r ib e  m an 's  p rob lem  o n ly  in  te rm s  o f  im m a tu r i ty  and m a la d ju s tm e n t.  
Not h a v in g  d ia gn ose d  th e  r a d ic a l  n a tu re  o f  m an 's  i l l n e s s ,  th e y  have no
S te c k e i,  E th ic s  o f  3 e h a v io r  M o d i f ic a t io n . p p . 18. 2 1 -2 3 , 79-
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3aequate  rem edy . S eason , h a b i t - f o r m a t io n , th e  w i l l — a l l  nave t h e i r  
p la c e  in  c h a r a c te r  d e v e lo p m e n t, b u t th e y  do n o t o f  th e m s e lv e s  have 
power to  a l t e r  th e  b a s ic  s e lf is h n e s s  o f  human n a tu r e .  W h ile  e x te r n a l  
m o r a l i t y  may a ppea r adequa te  fo r  s o c ie t y 's  n e e d s , i t  does n o t s a t i s f y  
man a t th e  d e e p e s t le v e l  o f  h is  b e in g ,  n o r does i t  s u f f i c e  fo r  accep ­
ta nce  w ith  God. In  C h r i s t 's  e v a lu a t io n  th e  autonom ous m o ra l man i s  
"w re tc h e d , p i t i a b l e ,  p o o r ,  b l i n d ,  and n a k e d " (Rev 2 :1 7 ) .  The o n ly  
agent fo r  c h a r a c te r  change is  C h r is t  H im s e lf ,  who can overcom e th e  
s i n f u l  n a tu re  and s a t i s f y  th e  lo n g in g s  o f  th e  s p i r i t u a l  n a tu re ,  th u s  
r e s to r in g  man to  th e  im age o f  God.
The s tu d e n t  o f  P la to  and A r i s t o t l e  c a n n o t b u t be im p ressed  w ith  
t h e i r  g e n iu s . The id e a s  th e y  w re s t le d  w i t h  have been th e  s u b je c t  o f  
tw o thousand  y e a rs  o f  d ia l e c t i c  by l a t e r  p h i lo s o p h e rs  whose c o n t r ib u ­
t io n s  have b e e n , a c c o rd in g  to  W h ite h e a d , " b u t  a s e r ie s  o f  fo o tn o te s  t o  
P la to . "  In  t h e i r  s t r u g g le  to  p e rc e iv e  t r u t h  th e s e  two men came t a n t a -  
l i z i n g l y  c lo s e  to  d is c o v e r in g  th e  n a tu re  o f  u l t im a t e  r e a l i t y .  P la to  
sensed a w o r ld  o f  l i g h t  beyond th e  d a rk n e s s  o f  th e  ca ve . Beh ind  th e  
m u l t i p l e x i t y  o f  th e  p h y s ic a l w o r ld  he saw th e  u n i t y  o f  a g re a t M ind 
im p o s in g  o rd e r  on c h a o s . A r i s t o t l e  re a s o n e d  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a P rim e 
Mover wno m ust cause a l l  m o tio n  and c h a n g e . B u t n e i th e r  p h i lo s o p h e r  
was a b le  to  d is c o v e r  by h is  own r a t i o n a l  pow ers  th e  i n f i n i t e ,  p e rs o n a l 
God who c re a te d  man in  H is  image fo r  f e l lo w s h ip  w ith  H im s e lf .  T h is  
p ie c e  o f  kn ow ledge  has been th e  m is s in g  k e y s to n e  in  the  s t r u c tu r e s  o f  
h u m a n is t ic  p h i lo s o p h y ,  w i t h o u t  w h ic h  e a c h  i n e v i t a b l y  c r u m b le s .
' i f  th e  Jews o f  the  d is p e r s io n  had J u d a iz e d  the  Greek w o r ld  
in s te a d  o f  b e in g  H e l le n iz e d  by i t ,  th e s e  g re a t  p h ilo s o p h e rs  m ig h t have 
found  th e  k e y s to n e  o f  th e  a rc h , and th e  h i s t o r y  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  m ig h t 
have been d i f f e r e n t !
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u n a id e d  human re a so n  has d r iv e n  p h ilo s o p h e rs  in t o  one c u l- d e -s a c  a f t e r  
a n o tn e r , such as th e  f o l lo w in g :
' .  th e  d e n ia l  o f  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  th e  m a te r ia l  w o r ld  ia  
p o s i t io n  o f  c o m p le te  s u b je c t iv is m )
2. th e  d e n ia l  o f  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  m ind (a  p o s i t io n  o f  c o m p le te  
o b je c t iv is m )
3. th e  d e n ia l  o f  la w , o r d e r ,  and s t r u c t u r e  in  th e  u n iv e rs e ,
w i t h  th e  p o s i t in g  o f  a random  u n iv e rs e
a. th e  d e n ia l  o f  "e s s e n c e "  o r pu rpose  fo r  man
5. th e  d e n ia l  o f  human free do m , w ith  th e  p o s i t in g  o f  a m ach ine
u n iv e r s e  o f  w h ich  man is  a p a r t
5 . th e  d e n ia l  o f  any o b je c t iv e  b a s is  f o r  d e te rm in in g  v a lu e s  o r 
d is t in g u is h in g  r i g h t  from  w rong
7. th e  d e n ia l  o f  th e  s in fu ln e s s  o f  human n a tu r e ,  'w ith  th e
r e s u l t a n t  d e n ia l  o f  i t s  rem edy
3. th e  d e n ia l  o f  God and the  s u p e r n a t u r a l , w ith  th e  c o r r e s ­
p o n d in g  lo s s  o f  a l l  th e  c a te g o r ie s  t h a t  g iv e  u l t im a t e  m eaning to  l i f e .
Thus man, w i th  h is  own r a t i o n a l  pow ers u n a id e d  by d iv in e  re v e ­
l a t i o n ,  u l t im a t e ly  d e s tro y s  h im s e l f .
A p o c a ly p t ic  S o lu t io n s  to  P h i lo s o p h ic a l  D ilemm as 
The A p o c a ly p t ic  ' w o r ld - v ie w  a v o id s  th e  d ile m m as  o f  th e  p h i lo s o ­
p h e rs ,  th ou gh  i t s  s o lu t io n s  a re  n o t r e a d i l y  a c c e p ta b le  to  human re a s o n .
A p o c a ly p t ic  e p is te m o lo g y  i s  cased upon d iv in e  r e v e la t io n — God 
co m m un ica tin g  to  th e  p ro p h e t th ro u g h  v is io n s  and a n g e l-m e s s e n g e rs  th e  
know ledge  o f  th e  o r ig in  and d e s t in y  o f  man and h is  w o r ld .  T h is
In  th e  upper case i t  means " p e r t a in in g  to  th e  A p o c a ly p s e " (see
? . :5 ) •
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r e v e la t io n  is  re a s o n a b le ,  y e t  t ra n s c e n d s  re a s o n , r e q u i r in g  f a i t h  in  th e  
p re s u p p o s it io n  th a t  th e re  is  a s u p e rn a tu r a l  Cod who has re v e a le d  Him­
s e l f  to  man th ro u g h  H is  m ig h ty  a c ts  o f  c r e a t io n  and re d e m p t io n .  The
p re s u p p o s it io n  o f  an o m n ip o te n t ,  p e rs o n a l God who c re a te d  and s u p e r­
in te n d s  th e  cosmos e x p la in s  th e  o rd e r  and d e s ig n  in  th e  u n i v e rs e  ( th e  
"m a c h in e "  fe a re d  by th e  s e c u la r i s t s )  , th e  c o r r e la t io n  o f  th e  s t r u c t u r e s  
o f  th e  m ind w i th in  and th e  m o ra l o rd e r  w i th o u t ,  and th e  a s p i r a t io n s  o f  
man f o r  goodness and e t e r n i t y .
A p o c a ly p t ic  a x io lo g y  i s  ro o te d  in  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  God as
re v e a le d  to  man th ro u g h  th e  Word o f  God, th e  tan-com m andm ent m o ra l la w ,
and th e  l i f e  o f  C h r is t  ’who is  God in  human f le s h .  Jesus C h r is t ,  th e
o n ly  p e r fe c t  specim en o f  h u m a n ity ,  i s  th e  id e a l  fo r  w h ic h  p h i lo s o p h e rs  
s e a rch e d  in  v a in .  He is  th e  o n ly  human b e in g  whose c h a r a c te r  i s  a 
p e r fe c t  p a t te r n  to  e m u la te .  The A p o ca lyp se  i s  b u i l t  upon m o ra l abso­
lu t e s  w h ich  n o t o n ly  g u ia e  b u t ju d g e  th e  l i v e s  o f  men.
A p o c a ly p t ic  a n th ro p o lo g y  d e s c r ib e s  man as a b e in g  c re a te d  in  
th e  image o f  God fo r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  fe l lo w s h ip  ’w ith  God. As a f re e  
m o ra l a ge n t he has th e  c a p a c i t y  to  s u b m it to  th e  lo r d s h ip  o f  C h r is t  o r  
to  r e v o l t  a g a in s t i t .  The fu n d a m e n ta l e x p re s s io n  o f  e v i l  c h a ra c te r  in  
man is  th e  w o rs h ip  o f  s e l f  and fa ls e  gods, accom pan ied  b y  r e b e l l i o n  
a g a in s t  God. C o n v e rs e ly , th e  fu n d a m e n ta l e x p re s s io n  o f  tra n s fo rm e d
c h a ra c te r  i s  th e  h u m b lin g  o f  s e l f  and th e  e x a l t a t io n  and a d o ra t io n  o f  
God, r e s u l t in g  in  f a i t h f u ln e s s  and lo y a l t y  to  H im . Man a p a r t  from  God 
is  m o r t a l ;  th ro u g h  u n io n  w i th  God he may become im m o r ta l .
A c c o rd in g  to  th e  A p o c a ly p s e , man d e ve lo p s  a r ig h t e o u s  c h a ra c te r
n o t b y  m o ra l re a s o n in g  o r  b e h a v io r a l  c o n d i t io n in g  b u t  th ro u g h  u n io n
w ith  God. R igh teo us  c h a r a c te r  is  b o th  m an 's  o b ta in m e n t fro m  God and
Reproduced with permission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout permission.
2«C
r . is  a t ta in m e n t  th ro u g h  the  h e lp  o f  God. C h r i s t 's  d e a th  p ro v id e s  bo th  
fo rg iv e n e s s  fo r  s in  and e x p e r ie n t ia l  v i c t o r y  ove r s in .  W h ile  He g ra ­
c io u s ly  b e s to w s  th e  g i f t  o f  a p e r fe c t  s ta n d in g  w ith  God, th e  resp on se  
o f  th e  b e l ie v e r  i s  to  l i v e  a l i f e  o f  e t h i c a l  o b e d ie n ce  to  God th ro u g h  
oneness w i t h  H im . T h is  oneness i s  e f fe c te d  by b e h o ld in g  C h r i s t 's  h o l i ­
ness and o n e 's  own c o n t r a s t in g  u n w o r th in e s s ,  by r e p e n t in g  o f  s in ,  
c h e r is h in g  th e  W ord, re s e rv in g  t im e  fo r  th e  d e v o t io n a l  l i f e  'w ith  
C h r is t ,  w o r s h ip in g  and p r a is in g  H im , and w itn e s s in g  to  o th e rs  o f  H is  
s a v in g  p o w e r. When the  u n io n  w i th  C h r is t  is  m a in ta in e d  th e  b e l ie v e r  
does n o t fe a r  d e a th  o r lo v e  h is  own l i f e ,  b u t i s  a b le  to  endure  th e  
m ost e x tre m e  te 3 t s  by s u f f e r in g  and even d y in g  fo r  C h r i s t .  The u l t i ­
m ate e v id e n c e  o f  r ig h te o u s  c h a ra c te r  i s  t h i s  t o t a l  l o y a l t y  to  C h r is t .  
The re w a rd  fo r  r ig h te o u s  c h a ra c te r  i s  a v i c t o r io u s  l i f e  -w ith  God here  
and h e r e a f t e r ,  w h ile  th e  p u n ish m e n t fo r  r e b e l l i o n  i s  e x c lu s io n  from  
l i f e  w i th  God .
Thus th e  A p o c a ly p t ic  w o r ld - v ie w  a c c o rd s  g re a t  m eaning to  human 
e x is te n c e ,  g re a t  w o rth  to  human l i f e ,  g re a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  human 
c h o ic e ,  and g re a t  im p o rta n c e  to  human c h a r a c te r .
e d u c a t io n a l  Im p l ic a t io n s
F o r two m il le n n ia  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f  th e  West has drawn la r g e ly  
from  i t s  tw o  ta p r o o ts ,  th e  J u d a e o -C h r is t ia n  and th e  G raeco-Som an, 
marked b y  p e r io d s  o f  s y n th e s is  and a n t i t h e s i s ,  accom m odation  and sepa­
r a t i o n .  A u g u s t in e 's  s y n t h e s is  o f  M e o p ia to n is m  w i t h  C h r i s t i a n i t y  
r e s u lt e d  in  an " o t h e r - w o r ld ly "  v ie w  o f  l i f e ,  c a u s in g  W este rn  c i v i l i z a ­
t io n  to  e x p e r ie n c e  a p e r io d  o f  d e c l in e  in  th e  a r t s  and s c ie n c e s  t h a t  
le d  to  " t h e  D ark A g es ." W ith  th e  t h i r t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  re c o v e ry  o f
A r i s t o t l e  and a " t h i s - w o r id l y "  v ie w  o f  l i f e  th e re  came a r e v i v a l  o f  th e
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a r ts  ana s c ie n c e s  le a d in g  to  " R e n a is s a n c e " E n l ig h t e n m e n t , "  and u n p a r­
a l le le d  s c i e n t i f i c  p ro g re s s — accom pan ied  by a g ra d u a l w i th e r in g  o f  th e  
C u d a e o -C h r is t ia n  t a p r o o t .  As re a so n  g a in e d  th e  a scen da ncy , f a i t h  
a e c i in e d ,  u s h e r in g  in  such e x i s t e n t i a l  d e s p a ir  as to  c o n s t i t u t e  t h i s
i
c e n tu ry  a s p i r i t u a l  "D a rk  A g e . " '
F o r decades  A m erican e d u c a t io n  r e ta in e d  th e  f r u i t s  o f  th e  
J u d a e o -C h r is t ia n  h e r i t a g e  ( th o u g h  th e  r o o t  had d ie d )  m ask ing  th e  f u l l  
im p a c t o f  u n a d u lte r a te d  s e c u la r  hum anism . In  t h i s  d e ca d e , h o w e v e r, th e  
la s t  re m n a n ts  a re  d is a p p e a r in g ,  y ie ld in g  th e  d o m in a n t p o s i t io n  to  
s e c u la r  hum an ism .
S in c e , in  th e  p ro ce ss  o f  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  d i a l e c t i c , man has s u f ­
fe re d  th e  lo s s  o f  im m o r t a l i t y ,  "e s s e n c e ,"  " fre e d o m  and d i g n i t y , "  and 
even m in d , i t  f o l lo w s  th a t  a r e d u c t io n is t  v ie w  o f  man w ould le a d  to  a 
r e d u c t io n  o f  e d u c a t io n a l e x p e c ta t io n s  and g o a ls  fo r  h im . F o l lo w in g  a re  
some common e d u c a t io n a l a s s u m p tio n s  o f  t h i s  c e n tu r y  as th e y  a f f e c t  th e  
t y p ic a l  s tu d e n t ,  h e re  c a l le d  ( in  memory o f  R ou ssea u 's  famous p a ra g o n ) 
" E m i le . "  (These a ssu m p tio n s  a re  n o t a l l  c o n s is te n t  w ith  each o t h e r ,  
d e r iv in g  from  d i f f e r e n t  s c h o o ls  o f  th o u g h t ;  hence th e y  a re  in t ro d u c e d  
w ith  th e  word " i f . " )
I f  S m ile  i s  an e v o lv in g  o rg a n is m  i n t e r a c t i n g  w ith  h is  e n v ir o n ­
ment in  th e  s t r u g g le  fo r  s u r v i v a l ,  then  a d ju s tm e n t to  th e  e n v iro n m e n t 
( p h y s ic a l  and s o c ia l )  i s  th e  g r e a te s t  ta s k  o f  e d u c a t io n .
I f  a i l  o f  E m ile 's  e x is te n c e  i s  c o n f in e d  to  th e  " t h r e e —s c o re  
ye a rs  and te n "  o f  t h i s  l i f e ,  h is  g o a ls  c o n s is t  in  a c q u ir in g  th e  s k i l l s  
needed to  p ro v id e  him w ith  th e  b a s ic  n e c e s s i t ie s  o f  l i f e — fo o d ,
‘V i l l i a m  G. B o l la r d , "D a rk  Age and R en a issa nce  in  th e  T w e n t ie th  
C e n tu ry ,"  in  C h r is t ia n  Id e a  o f  E d u c a t io n ,  p .  8 .
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s n e l t e r , c lo t h in g ,  and h o u s e h o ld  f u r n i s h i n g s . 1
I f  t h in k in g  i s  o n ly  a p ro b le m - s o lv in g  m echanism  w h ich  comes
in t o  a c t io n  when th e  o rg a n is m  f in d s  i t s e l f  in  a d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n ,
E m ile 's  ta s k  i s  to  o b ta in  th e  s k i l l s  n e c e s s a ry  to  re sp o n d  in n o v a t iv e ly
to  n is  c o n s ta n t ly  c h a n g in g  e n v iro n m e n t.  For h im  e d u c a tio n  does n o t
in v o lv e  th e  t r a n s m is s io n  o f  a c u l t u r a l  o r  r e l i g i o u s  h e r i ta g e  o r a
s p e c i f ie d  body o f  k n o w le d g e — hence th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c u r r ic u lu m  can be 
2
d is c a rd e d .  B a s ic  s k i l l s  ( e . g . ,  r e a d in g ,  w r i t i n g ,  and c ip h e r in g )  a re  
ta u g h t  o n ly  as a b y -p ro d u c t  o f  p ro b le m - s o lv in g  to  m eet a f e l t  n ee d .
I f  "m in d "  i s  n o t  a re c o g n iz e d  c a te g o ry  o f  E m ile 's  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  
th e n  le a rn in g  fo r  h im  s h o u ld  be d e f in e d  s t r i c t l y  in  te rm s  o f  "b e h a v ­
i o r a l  o b je c t iv e s "  c o n s is t in g  o f  s p e c i f i c ,  m e a s u ra b le , segm ented ta s k s  
f o r  h im  to  p e r fo rm .
I f  a l l  o f  r e a l i t y  is  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  m a te r ia l  cosm os, then  
c m i le 's  p r im a ry  f i e l d  o f  s tu d y  is  th e  s c ie n c e  and te c h n o lo g y  o f  th e  
p h y s ic a l  'w orld  .
I f  E m ile 's  re s p o n s e s  a re  t o t a l l y  d e te rm in e d  by e n v iro n m e n ta l 
f a c t o r s ,  he c a n n o t be h e ld  a c c o u n ta b le  f o r  h is  b e h a v io r ,  w he th e r i t  i s  
c o n fo rm in g  o r d e v ia n t .  I t  is  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  s o c ie ty  (hom e, 
s c h o o l,  and co m m u n ity ) to  s o c ia l iz e  o r  r e s o c ia l i z e  h im  by a p p ro p r ia te  
r e in fo r c e m e n t  te c h n iq u e s .
I f  E m ile  is  b o rn  b a s i c a l l y  good o r " b la n k , "  he s h o u ld  be a llo w e d  
to  grow n a t u r a l l y  w i th  as l i t t l e  r e p re s s io n  o r  c o n t r o l  as p o s s ib le .
■John Dewey c o n s id e re d  th e se  th e  p r im a ry  e s s e n t ia ls  o f  th e  
c u r r ic u lu m .  D em ocracy and E d u c a t io n  (Mew 'f o r k :  M a c m illa n , '9 1 5 ) ,
?■ 223.
“ H o b e rt S. Busk and James S c o t la n d , D o c t r in e s  o f  th e  S re a t 
E d u c a to rs  (Mew f o r k :  S t .  M a r t in 's  P re s s , 1 9 7 9 ). PP- 225 , 231 .
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I f  th e re  a re  no f ix e d  m o ra l p r in c ip le s ,  E m ile  s h o u ld  be s tim u ­
la te d  to  re a s o n  o u t h is  own s o lu t io n s  to  m o ra i p ro b le m s , and to  d e te r ­
m ine h is  own v a lu e s .  He s h o u ld  r e s i s t  th e  n o t io n  o f  c o n fo r m ity  to
a b s o lu te  s ta n d a rd s  such as may be h e ld  by h is  p a re n ts  o r  c h u rc h .
The news media r e v e a l  th a t  E m ile  ( th e  t y p i c a l  p u b l ic  s ch o o l 
s tu d e n t)  i s  in  t r o u b le  to d a y — and a g ro w in g  segm ent o f  A m e rican  s o c ie ty  
t h in k s  i t  knows th e  re a so n  w hy. C h r is t ia n  p a re n ts  and e d u c a to rs  are  
l i n k i n g  th e  i l l s  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n  to  th e  s e c u la r - h u m a n is t i c  
a s s u m p tio n s  t h a t  u n d e r l ie  i t .  They a s s o c ia te  c la s s ro o m  chaos w ith  
p e rm is s iv e n e s s  in  d i s c i p l i n e .  They see s c h o o l v a n d a l is m ,  v io le n c e  and 
ra p e ,  i l l e g i t i m a t e  b i r t h s ,  ra m p a n t 7 . D . , te e n -a g e  d r i n k in g ,  l y i n g ,  
c n e a t in g ,  and d is h o n e s ty  as caused  by th e  te a c h in g  o f  s i t u a t i o n  e th ic s  
and th e  e l im in a t io n  o f  m o ra l a b s o lu te s .  They f e e l  th a t  n a t io n a l l y  
lo w e r S .A .T . s c o re s  and th e  "J o h n n y  c a n ' t  re a d "  ( o r  w r i t e ,  o r  c ip h e r )  
phenomenon a re  d i r e c t l y  t r a c e a b le  to  th e  e ro s io n  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
c u r r ic u lu m  and th e  lo w e re d  acad em ic  s ta n d a rd s  t h a t  accom pan ied  th e  g o a l 
o f  "a d ju s tm e n t  to  s o c ie t y . "  They see a c o n n e c t io n  be tw een  th e  greed o f  
A m erican  s o c ie t y  ( e . g . ,  th e  c o n s ta n t  demand fo r  h ig h e r  wages w i th  le s s  
w o rk ) and th e  h u m a n is t ic  g o a l o f  s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t .  They a s s o c ia te  
i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  a p a th y , and la c k  o f  m o t iv a t io n  ( " i f  o u r w ork g e ts  
h a rd ,  we q u i t ;  i f  ou r m a r r ia g e  g e ts  d i f f i c u l t ,  we d iv o r c e ;  . . .  i f  
s c h o o l i s  d u l l , we d ro p  o u t " )  w i th  th e  e d u c a t io n a l a s s u m p tio n  th a t  
le a r n in g  m ust be fu n ,  e x c i t i n g ,  and e a sy . I t  seems to  them th a t  the  
p u b lic  e d u c a t io n  system  has f a i le d  to  rea ch  even i t s  l im i t e d  g o a ls  o f
See ?.eo M. C h r is te n s o n , " C la r i f y i n g  'V a lu e s  C l a r i f i c a t i o n '  fo r  
th e  In n o c e n t , "  pp. 3 7 -3 8 ; and B i l l  Freem an, "How I  S l id  in t o  Educa­
t i o n ' s  P e rm is s iv e  P i t  and 'C lim bed Out A g a in ,"  pp . JO -42 in  C h r i s t i a n i t y  
Today ( A p r i l  (0 , ’ 9 8 1 ).
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s o c i a l  a d ju s tm e n t and s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n . They sense such a s t r o n g  
need fo r  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  v a lu e s  o f  th e  J u d a e o -C h r is t ia n  h e r i t a g e  t h a t  
th e y  a re  t a k in g  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  o u t o f  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  and e n r o l l i n g  them  
in  in d e p e n d e n t C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls .
r fh a t  d i f f e r e n c e  do p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a s s u m p t io n s  make in  th e  
p r a c t ic e  o f  e d u c a t io n ?  I f  th e  A p o c a ly p t ic  w o r ld - v ie w  i s  assumed to  be 
t r u e  , th e n  e d u c a t io n a l g o a ls  and p r a c t ic e  w i l l  be r a d i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  
from  th o s e  o f  s e c u la r  e d u c a t io n .  H e re , in  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  s tu d e n t  in  
th e  s e c u la r  sys te m — E m ile , i s  p o s i te d  th e  s tu d e n t in  th e  C h r is t ia n  
sys te m — " C h r i s t i n e . ' '  F o llo w in g  a re  e d u c a t io n a l  p re s u p p o s it io n s  d e r iv e d  
from  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  w ith  t h e i r  a p p l i c a t io n s  to  " C h r i s t i n e . 11
S in c e  C h r is t in e  is  c re a te d  in  th e  image o f  God, l ik e n e s s  to  Him 
in  c h a r a c te r  i s  th e  p r im a ry  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a l (Rev 2 2 :4 ) .
S in c e  C h r is t in e  has th e  p o t e n t ia l  o f  l i v i n g  fo r  e t e r n i t y  
( 2 2 : 5 ) ,  e d u c a t io n  sh o u ld  p re p a re  h e r n o t  o n ly  fo r  t h is  l i f e ,  b u t  a ls o  
fo r  th e  l i f e  to  come. Her l i f e  has e t e r n a l  co nse qu en ces , n o t o n ly  f o r  
h e r s e l f ,  b u t fo r  th o se  touched  b y  h e r  in f lu e n c e .
S in c e  C h r is t in e  is  a s in n e r  w i th  a p o t e n t ia l l y  d e s t r u c t iv e  
s e l f i s h  n a tu re  u n d e r ly in g  her d e s ir e s  f o r  g o o d n e ss , she needs f i r m ,  
c o n s is te n t  d is c i p l i n e  exp ressed  in  lo v e  ( 3 :1 9 ) .  The g o a l o f  home, 
s c h o o l , and c h u rc h  e d u c a tio n  s h o u ld  be to  make her aware o f  he r s i n f u l  
s ta te  and to  b r in g  her to  re p e n ta n c e  ( 2 :4 )  and c o n v e rs io n .
S in c e  C h r is t in e  is  a f r e e  m o ra l a g e n t ,  she is  a c c o u n ta b le  to  
Cod fo r  he r a t t i t u d e s  and b e h a v io r  ( 2 :2 3 c ) .  In t h i s  l i f e  and in  th e  
ju d g m e n t o f  th e  l a s t  nay she w i l l  re a p  th e  consequences o f  h e r deeds
‘ K e nn e th  M. P ie rc e ,  "A Case fo r  M o ra l A b s o lu te s , "  T im e (June  3, 
:9 8 1 ) ,  p p . 54—56.
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.’ 3 :5 ;  2 0 :1 2 ) .  Though God ta ke s  e n v iro n m e n t in t o  a c c o u n t ( 2 : 1 3 ) .
r e q u i r in g  le s s  o f  some th an  o f  o th e rs  ( v .  2 *0 , He h o ld s  a l l  a c c o u n ta b le  
fo r  t h e i r  re s p o n s e  to  Jesus C h r is t  ( 2 : 4 - 5 ) .
S ince  C h r is t in e  i s  a s in n e r ,  she needs to  u n d e rs ta n d  t h a t
C h r is t  has a lr e a d y  won th e  v i c t o r y  fo r  her o v e r s in  and Satan (1 2 : 10-
11; 1 :5 ) and t h a t  h e r p e rs o n a l s t r u g g le  w i th  s in  a lw a y s  b e g in s  from
t h i s  v a n ta g e  p o in t  o f  v i c t o r y .  In  C h r is t  she s ta n d s  f r e e  fro m  th e
d e fe a t in g  power o f  g u i l t ,  h a v in g  th e  a s s u ra n c e  o f  fo rg iv e n e s s  and
a c ce p ta n ce  w ith  God th ro u g h  th e  b lo o d  o f  C h r is t  ( 1 : 5 ) .
To n u r tu r e  her r e la t io n s h ip  w i th  God, C h r is t in e  needs to  be
ta u g h t  how to  have a p e r s o n a l,  d e v o t io n a l  l i f e  w ith  C h r i s t .  She can
e a r ly  be in t ro d u c e d  to  th e  c o n c e p t o f  C h r is t  k n o c k in g  a t  th e  d o o r o f  
h e r h e a r t ,  a s k in g  f o r  a l e i s u r e l y  t im e  o f  f e l lo w s h ip  a t  th e  s p i r i t u a l  
banque t He has in  s to r e  ( 3 :2 0 ) .  The Word o f  God m ust ta k e  c e n t r a l
p la c e  in  her d e v o t io n a l  l i f e  and in  th e  s c h o o l c u r r ic u lu m .  She s h o u ld  
hear i t  read  f r e q u e n t ly  and com m it p o r t io n s  o f  i t  to  memory ( 1 :3 ) -  
sh o u ld  le a rn  how to  s tu d y  th e  3 ib le  as a p r im a ry  s o u rc e  (u s in g  th e
in d u c t iv e  m ethod) in  a d d i t io n  to  a p p ro a c h in g  i t  th ro u g h  s e c o n d a ry
s o u rc e s .
S in ce  w o rs h ip  is  th e  h ig h e s t  a c t i v i t y  in  w h ich  C h r is t in e  w i l l  
engage b o th  in  t h i s  l i f e  and th e  n e x t ( 7 : 9 - 1 2 ) ,  3he needs to  p a r t i c i ­
p a te  in  t h i s  e x a lte d  e x p e r ie n c e ,  e s p e c ia l ly  th ro u g h  th e  m us ic  o f  p ra is e  
( 5 :9 ) .  Che s h o u ld  a p p ro a ch  God w ith  b o th  awe ( f e a r ,  1 :17 ) and lo v e  
(n o te  th e  in t im a c y  o f  3 :2 0 ) — e i t h e r  w ith o u t  th e  o th e r  b e in g  a d i s t o r ­
t io n  .
As a p e rs o n  c re a te d  in  th e  image o f  God, C h r is t in e  has a m ind 
w i t h  c r e a t i v e  c a p a c i t y  and u n l im i t e d  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  d e v e lo p m e n t .
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I n t e l l e c t u a l  g o a ls  fo r  her s h o u ld  be s e t h ig h .  M a s te ry  o f  th e  b a s ic  
s k i l l s  o f  r e a d in g ,  w r i t i n g ,  and a r i t h m e t ic  s h o u ld  be fo u n d a t io n a l to' 
o th e r  le a r n in g .  C h r i s t i n e 's  f i e l d  o f  s tu d y  i s  as b road  as c r e a t io n ,  
3 in c e  th e  p h y s ic a l  w o r ld  was c re a te d  by Cod fo r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  m ank ind . 
The a r t s  and s c ie n c e s  th u s  have a le g i t im a te  p la c e  in  th e  C h r is t ia n  
c u r r ic u lu m .  Her e d u c a t io n  s h o u ld  in c lu d e  th e  p h y s ic a l ,  c h e m ic a l,  and 
l i f e  s c ie n c e s  as w e l l  as th e  a r t s ,  so th a t  she may u n d e rs ta n d  and 
a p p re c ia te  th e  ways and w o rks  o f  God.
The a r ts  as e x p re s s io n s  o f  human c r e a t i v i t y  to  g l o r i f y  th e  
C re a to r  sh o u ld  be open to  C h r is t in e ,  e s p e c ia l ly  m u s ic — b o th  in s tru m e n ­
t a l  and v o c a l— s in c e  i t  p la y s  a v i t a l  r o le  in  th e  p r a is e  and w o rs h ip  o f  
God ( 4 :8 - 1 1 ;  5 :8 -1 0 ;  1 4 :1 -3 ;  1 5 :2 -3 ) .  C h r i s t i n e 's  e d u c a t io n  sh o u ld
in c lu d e  b o th  th e  a p p r e c ia t io n  and p e rfo rm a n ce  o f  m u s ic .  To d e v e lo p  her 
m u s ic a l ta s te s ,  he r e n v iro n m e n t from  e a r l i e s t  y e a rs  s h o u ld  be s a tu ra te d  
w i th  the  b e s t in  m u s ic — i . e . ,  m usic  ch a t d e r iv e d  i t s  i n s p i r a t io n  from  
God, th e  3 ib le ,  and n a tu r e .
The l i t e r a r y  fo rm  o f  th e  A p o ca lyp se — i t s  d ra m a , p o e t r y ,  p ro s e , 
im a g e ry , fa n ta s y ,  and even i t s  h o r ro r  and s u b l im i t y — s u g g e s ts  th a t  
v a r ie d  fo rm s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  a re  s u i t a b le  fo r  th e  C h r is t ia n  c u r r ic u lu m .  
A t th e  p ro p e r d e v e lo p m e n ta l l e v e l ,  C h r is t in e  may be in t ro d u c e d  to  
C h r is t ia n  fa n ta s y  ( e . g . ,  3 u n y a n 's  P i lg r im 's  P ro g re s s  o r  L e w is 's  N a rn ia  
T a le s ) w h ich  i s  v a lu a b le  because  o f  i t s  v i v i d  p o r t r a y a l  o f  th e  s p i r i ­
t u a l  fo rc e s  w o rk in g  fo r  m a n 's  s a lv a t io n  o r  d e s t r u c t io n .  Tne c o n te n t o f  
th e  A p o ca lyp se  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  th e  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  ju d g in g  l i t e r a t u r e  
s h o u ld  be i t s  m o ra l p u rp o s e , w h ich  sh o u ld  be to  g l o r i f y  God and o v e r­
come e v i l .
The d u a lis m  o f  th e  A p oca lypse  is  a re m in d e r  t h a t  e v e ry th in g
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.numan— in c lu d in g  th e  a r ts  and s c ie n c e s — has been em ployed by th e  fo rc e s  
o f  good and e v i l  fo r  th e  u p l i f t i n g  o r  d e g ra d a t io n  o f  man. Hence 
C h r is t in e  needs to  be ta u g h t to  d is c r im in a t e  between good and e v i l ,  
t r u t h  and e r r o r .  In her s c ie n c e  c la s s e s  she s h o u ld  be exposed  to  
e v o lu t io n  as w e l l  as c r e a t io n — fro m  th e  'C h r is t ia n  v ie w p o in t .  W ith  
re g a rd  to  m u s ic ,  a r t ,  and l i t e r a t u r e ,  th e  c u r r ic u lu m  s h o u ld  em p loy  i  
tw o - fo ld  s t r a t e g y — s a tu r a t io n  w ith  th e  b e s t e x p re s s io n s ,  and th e  fo rm u ­
l a t i o n  o f  c r i t e r i a  fo r  e v a lu a t in g  w ha t i s  a c c e p ta b le  and w hat i s  n o t .  
S in ce  a l l  a r t  fo rm s , c o n c re te  o r  a b s t r a c t ,  make s ta te m e n ts  a b o u t l i f e ,  
an e f f o r t  s h o u ld  be made to  d e te rm in e  th e  u n d e r ly in g  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  th e  
a r t i s t .  T h is  can th e n  be e v a lu a te d  in  te rm s  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  w o r ld ­
v ie w . C h r i s t in e ,  l i v i n g  in  a w o r ld  o f  good and e v i l ,  w ou ld  th u s  be le d  
to  v a lu e  th e  good and r e s i s t — y e t  u n d e rs ta n d — th e  e v i l .
The A p o c a ly p s e  p re s e n ts  tw o  g re a t  a c ts  o f  God t h a t  g iv e  m ean ing  
to  human e x is t e n c e :  c r e a t io n  ( 4 :1 1 )  and re d e m p tio n  ( 1 :5 ;  5 :9 ,  12;
7 :1 4 ;  1 2 :1 0 ) w i t h  o v e rw h e lm in g  e m p ha s is  on th e  l a t t e r .  T h is  im p l ie s
th a t  C h r is t in e  i s  f r e e  to  choose a c a re e r  in  any a re a  r e la t e d  to  c re a ­
t io n  o r r e d e m p t io n — y e t her p u rp o se  m ust a lw a ys  r e la t e  to  re d e m p t io n . 
W hether her c a re e r  i s  r e l ig io u s  o r  s e c u la r  , she m ust a lw a ys  be a " w i t ­
n e ss " to  th o s e  w i t h in  her c i r c l e  o f  in f lu e n c e  re g a rd in g  G o d 's  redem p­
t i v e  p lan  f o r  t h i s  w o r ld  ( 1 :9 :  1 1 :3 : 1 2 :1 7 : 1 4 :6 ) .
To com m un ica te  th e  g o s p e l to  th e  w o r ld  r e q u ir e s  tw o fo ld  p re p ­
a r a t io n :  f a m i l i a r i t y  w ith  th e  message to  be com m unicated  ( " t h e  -word o f
God and th e  te s t im o n y  o f  J e s u s ")  and w i th  th e  c u l t u r e  to  be a d d re s s e d . 
T o d a y  th e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m is s io n a r y  s t u d ie s  th e  la n g u a g e ,  c u l t u r e ,  
.n is to r y ,  r e l i g i o n ,  and w o r ld - v ie w  o f  th e  c o u n try  he is  p re p a r in g  to  
s e rv e  to  be a b le  to  d ia g n o s e  th e  i l l s  t h a t  a f f l i c t  i t  and to
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f in d  in  i t s  c u l t u r e  "hooks  to  hang th e  g o s p e l o n ."  He co m m un ica te s  th e  
go sp e l in  th o u g h t - p a t te r n s  i n t e l l i g i b l e  to  th e  p e o p le . C h r is t in e  fa c e s  
a ta s k  o f  e q u a l m a g n itu d e . C o n te m p o ra ry  W estern c u l t u r e  has moved so 
fa r  from  i t s  J u d a e o -C h r is t ia n  m o o rin g s  as to  become an a l ie n  c u l t u r e ,  
u n i n t e l l i g i b l e  to  most C h r is t ia n s .  Few can com m unicate  w ith  th e  modern 
s e c u la r  man. T h is  i s  because t r a d i t i o n a l  C h r is t ia n  e d u c a t io n  co n c e n ­
t r a t e s  on th e  J u d a e o -C h r is t ia n  t a p r o o t  o f  o u r c u l t u r e ,  'w ith  l i t t l e  
expo su re  to  th e  G raeco-Rom an.
The a p o s t le  John s e t a w o r th y  exam ple as a c o m m u n ica to r .
Though s te e p e d  in  h is  own J u d a e o -C h r is t ia n  h e r i t a g e ,  he was f a m i l i a r
w i th  th e  Graeco-Som an c u l t u r e  and d ia lo g e d  w ith  i t ,  u s in g  i t s  own
th o u g h t - p a t te r n s  to  e x p la in  th e  g o s p e l ( e . g . ,  he in t r o d u c e d  Jesus as
th e  Logos [J n  1 :1 ; Sev 1 9 :1 3 ] .  a S to ic  c o n c e p t fo r  G o d : ' he a d d re sse d
2
th e  G n o s t ic  c o n c e p t o f  l i g h t  and d a rk n e s s  [Jn  1 :^ -5 ;  8 : 1 2 ] ;  he d rew  
h is  sym bo ls  o f  s ta r s  and m o u n ta in s , b e a s ts  and d ra g o n s , fro m  th e  pagan 
w o r ld )  .
C h r is t in e  u r g e n t ly  needs to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  s e c u la r  w o r ld  a round  
h e r— w ith  i t s  ro c k  m u s ic , e a s te rn  c u l t s ,  d ru g  c u l t u r e ,  o c c u l t is m ,  and 
3 e x u a l p r o m is c u it y ,  r e p le te  w i th  e x i s t e n t i a l  d e s p a ir — in  o rd e r  to  
e v a lu a te  i t ,  r e s i s t  th e  e v i l s  o f  i t ,  and a t th e  same t im e  speak  to  i t .  
To u n d e rs ta n d  c o n te m p o ra ry  W este rn  c u l t u r e  she needs to  t r a c e  b a c k  i t s  
r o o ts  th ro u g h  th e  Graeco-Roman s tre a m . I t  seems n e c e s s a ry , th e n ,  t h a t  
C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls  d ia lo g  more w i th  th e  c o n te m p o ra ry  c u l t u r e .  The 
q u e s tio n  o f  e v o lu t io n  sh o u ld  be a d d re s s e d  from  th e  e le m e n ta ry  le v e l
'See W il l ia m  B a rc la y ,  The G o s p e l o f  J o h n , 2 v o ls .  ( P h i l a d e l -  
p n ia :  W e s tm in s te r  P re ss , 1975) 1: 3*1—37 fo r  an e x c e l le n t  d is c u s s io n  o f  
th e  L o g o s .
^Ladd , T h e o lo g y  o f  MT, p p . 22*1, 2 32 -2 3 5 .
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o n w a rd , w i t h  e t h i c s  and v a lu e s  a ls o  r e c e i v i n g  e a r l y  t r e a t m e n t ,
in c re a s in g  th ro u g h  th e  a d o le s c e n t y e a rs .  H is to r y  s h o u ld  r e c e iv e  more 
e m p h a s is ; and th e  h i s t o r y  o f  id e a s  m ig h t w e l l  be in t ro d u c e d  a t  th e
se con da ry  l e v e l ,  w i t h  f u r t h e r  t r e a tm e n t d u r in g  th e  c o l le g e  y e a rs .  
C h r is t ia n  a u th o rs  who have spoken to  th e  s e c u la r  w o r ld  ( e . g . ,  F ra n c is
S c h a e ffe r  and C. 3 . L e w is ) s h o u ld  be s tu d ie d .  C h r is t ia n  c u r r ic u lu m
d e s ig n e rs  who in c lu d e  C h r is t ia n  w itn e s s in g  as an o b je c t iv e  s h o u ld — o u t 
o f  p i t y  fo r  th e  w o r ld — p ro v id e  t h e i r  s tu d e n ts  w i th  adequa te  p re p a ra t io n  
to  com m unicate  w ith  i t .
P a t i e n t  e n d u r a n c e ,  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e ,  and  s e r v i c e  a re  v a lu e s  
s t r o n g ly  em phas ized  by th e  R e v e la to r .  S in c e  m e n ta l and s p i r i t u a l  
endu rance  a re  fo un de d  upon sound p h y s ic a l  h e a l t h ,  C h r is t in e  s h o u ld  be 
t r a in e d  fo r  p h y s ic a l  f i t n e s s  and s ta m in a — th e  h a rd  r a th e r  than  th e  s o f t  
l i f e .  The b e lo v e d  a p o s t le  h im s e l f  was a v ig o ro u s  man, e n d u r in g  t o r ­
t u r e ,  then  th e  r i g o r s  o f  e x i le  on ru g g e d  Patmos c o u p le d  w ith  g re a t  
l i t e r a r y  a c t i v i t y — even in  h is  n in th  d e ca d e . As a c i r c u i t  p re a ch e r to  
th e  seven c h u rc h e s , t r a v e l in g  the  p o s t ro a d s  o f  A s ia  M ino r on h o rs e ­
b a c k , he was an o u td o o rsm a n  w ith  a s tro n g  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  ( H is to r y  even 
re c o rd s  th a t  th e  aged a p o s t le  pursued a b a n d i t  a t  h ig h  speed th ro u g h
t
th e  m o u n ta in s  u n t i l  he overcam e him  and le d  h im  to  C h r i s t . ) '
S ince  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  n o t o n ly  r e f l e c t s  b u t  a ls o  e n la rg e s  upon 
th e  Sew T es tam en t e t h ic  o f  p o v e r ty  ( e . g . ,  Mt 6 :1 9 ,  2U; ’ 6 :2 U -2 6 ;
Mk 1 0 :2 1 ; Lk 6 :2 0 -2 5 ;  la s  5 :1 - 6 ;  Rev 2 :9 ) ^ — d e p ic t in g  s a c r i f i c e ,
C lem ent o f  A le x a n d r ia ,  '’ What R ich  Man 'Can Be Saved?" in  ANF 
2: 503-60*1.
“ D av id  . '- f t jrc h ie , "The Sew Tes tam en t V iew  o f  W ea lth  Accum ula­
t i o n , "  J o u r n a l  o f  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l  T h e o lo g i c a l  S o c ie t y  21 (D e c . 
i?73): 3 35 -3 ^ .
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s u f f e r i n g ,  and p o s s ib le  m a rty rd o m  as n o rm a tiv e  fo r  th e  C h r is t ia n  
!Hev 1 :9 ; 2 :9 - 1 0 ;  1 2 :1 1 }— C h r is t in e  s h o u ld  n o t be e d u c a te d  fo r  a l i f e
o f  ease and p r o s p e r i t y  (v ie w e d  w ith  a la rm  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  C3 • T. *73) 
b u t fo r  s e r v ic e ,  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e ,  h a rd s h ip ,  and s a c r i f i c e .  I f  she
comes from  an a f f l u e n t  f a m i ly ,  s p e c ia l  ca re  s h o u ld  be ta k e n  to  expose 
her to  th e  A p o c a ly p t ic  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  th e  w o r ld — i t s  fa m in e s , w a rs , 
d e g r a d a t io n ,  and p o v e r t y — to  i n s p i r e  h e r to  i d e a l s  o f  s e r v i c e .  
3 e g in n in g  w i t h  h e lp fu ln e s s  in  th e  c la s s ro o m , she m ig h t be e ncou raged  to  
re a c h  o u t to  th e  lo n e ly  in  n u r s in g  homes, th e  c h r o n i c a l l y  i l l  in  
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  c e n te r s ,  th e  u n d e r p r iv i le g e d  in  th e  in n e r  c i t y .  D u rin g  
h e r c o l l e g e  y e a r s  she w o u ld  b e n e f i t  fro m  s e r v i c e  as a s tu d e n t
m is s io n a ry  o r  as a v o lu n te e r  w o rk e r in  one o f  th e  w o r ld 's  re fu g e e  
cam ps. Such e x p e r ie n c e  in  he r s tu d e n t  y e a rs  m ig h t n o t o n ly  c l a r i f y  her 
c a re e r  g o a ls  b u t  in s p i r e  he r to  a h ig h  le v e l  o f  s c h o la s t ic  a c h ie v e m e n t, 
"o r  th e  s t r o n g e s t  m o t iv a t io n  f o r  e x c e l le n c e  is  n o t th e  d e s ir e  fo r  s e l f -
f u l f i l l m e n t ,  b u t  th e  lo n g in g  to  be o f  s e rv ic e  in  a cause  g re a te r  th a n
o n e s e l f .
E m ile  and C h r is t in e  s ta n d  in  th e  s p o t l i g h t  o f  th e  e d u c a t io n a l 
w o r ld  to d a y ,  each r e p re s e n t in g  a d i f f e r e n t  w o r ld - v ie w .  One i s  p e r­
c e iv e d  as a b io lo g ic a l  o rg a n is m  s t r u g g l in g  fo r  s u r v i v a l ,  th e  o th e r  as
the  c ro w n in g  w ork o f  c r e a t io n .  Cne i s  ta u g h t  to  a d ju s t  to  th e  e n v iro n ­
m e n t, th e  o th e r  to  r e la t e  to  God. One is  e x p e c te d  to  have f i n i t e  
a s p i r a t io n s ,  th e  o th e r  to  a s p ir e  to  e te r n a l  l i f e .  One i s  c h a lle n g e d  to  
amass g o o d s , th e  o th e r  to  w in  s o u is .  One i3  seen as th e  pawn o f
c irc u m s ta n c e s  w ith o u t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  h is  a c t s ,  th e  o th e r  as an 
i n i t i a t o r  o f  a c t io n  w ith  f u l l  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  fo r  i t s  r e s u l t s .  One is  
e xp e c te d  to  make m ora l d e c is io n s  on th e  b a s is  o f  h is  own s u b je c t iv e
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ju d g m e n t, th e  o th e r  on the  b a s is  o f  th e  re v e a le d  w i l l  o f  God. One is  
ta u g h t  th e  id e a l  o f  au tonom y, th e  o th e r  o f  dependence upon God. One is  
c h a lle n g e d  to  seek m eaning in  s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t ,  th e  o th e r  in  s e l f -  
s a c r i f i c e .  One is  e xp e c te d  to  f in d  h ig h e s t  v a lu e  in  th e  p r e s e r v a t io n  
o f  l i f e  , th e  o th e r  in  l o y a l t y  to  God to  th e  p o in t  o f  s u f f e r in g  and 
d e a th .
W hich one - w i l l  have c le a r  p e r c e p t io n s  o f  th e  m eaning o f  l i f e ?  
W h ich  one w i l l  pass on to  p o s t e r i t y  th e  v a lu e s  o f  h o n e s ty ,  in d u s t r y ,  
a l t r u i s t i c  s e r v ic e ,  f i d e l i t y  in  m a r r ia g e ,  re s p e c t fo r  th e  r i g h t s  o f  
o t h e r s ,  fo r  p r o p e r t y ,  and fo r  a u t h o r i t y — a l l  so n e c e s s a ry  fo r  th e  p re ­
s e r v a t io n  o f  s o c ie ty ?  Which one 'w i l l  succeed in  the  awesome ta s k  o f  
d e v e lo p in g  a c h a r a c te r  th a t  w i l l  s ta n d  th e  c r is e s  o f  th e  fu tu r e ?
T h is  re s e a rc h  c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  i t  i s  o n ly  in  th e  fra m e w o rk  o f  the  
God-man r e la t io n s h ip  t h a t  man can f in d  h is  i d e n t i t y ,  h is  o r i g i n  and 
d e s t in y ,  h is  m a lady  and i t s  rem edy , h is  v a lu e s ,  h is  m is s io n  in  l i f e ,  
and th e  f u l l e s t  d eve lo pm e n t o f  a c h a r a c te r  d e s ig n e d  to  r e f l e c t  th e  
c h a r a c te r  o f  God. T h is  is  the  c o n c e p t o f  c h a ra c te r  in  th e  A p o c a ly p s e .
R ecom m endations f o r  F u r th e r  S tudy
T h is  re s e a rc h  su gg es ts  t h a t  c e r t a in  a re a s , b o th  in  e d u c a tio n  
and th e o lo g y ,  c o u ld  p r o f i t a b l y  be s tu d ie d  in  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l .
* . S in ce  th e  " P r o je c t  f o r  S tu d ie s  in  C h a ra c te r D e ve lo p m e n t" a t  
Andrew s U n iv e r s i t y  has as a m a jo r o b je c t iv e  th e  fo rm u la t io n  o f  a th e o ry  
o f  c h a r a c te r  d e ve lo p m e n t based upon th e  te a c h in g s  o f  th e  3 ib le ,  i t  i s  
recommended t h a t  o th e r  p o r t io n s  o f  th e  3 ib le — such as th e  P e n ta te u c h , 
n a g io g ra p h a , p ro p h e ts ,  s y n o p t ic  g o s p e is .  Gospel o f  Jo hn , and P a u lin e  
e p i s t l e s — be re s e a rc h e d  fo r  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n t r ib u t io n s  to  th e  
s u b je c t  o f  c h a ra c te r  .
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2. S in ce  t h i s  re s e a rc h  has p o in te d  o u t some o f  th e  r a d i c a l l y  
d i f f e r e n t  a s s u m p tio n s  u n d e r ly in g  C h r is t ia n  and s e c u la r  e d u c a t io n ,  i t  i s  
recommended th a t  C h r is t ia n  e d u c a to rs  c r i t i c a l l y  exam ine th e  p h i lo s o p h i  
c a l p re s u p p o s it io n s  o f  s e c u la r  th e o r ie s  and p r a c t ic e s  ( e . g . ,  p ro g re s ­
s iv e  e d u c a t io n ,  b e h a v io r  m o d i f ic a t io n ,  s e n s i t i v i t y  t r a i n i n g ,  v a lu e s  
c l a r i f i c a t i o n , K o h lb e r g 's  m o ra l re a s o n in g )  to  d e te rm in e  w he th e r th e y  
a re  c o m p a tib le  w i th  b i b l i c a l  t r u t h .  Shou ld  such th e o r ie s  be a d o p te d , 
m o d if ie d ,  o r d is c a rd e d  by C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls ?
3. I t  has been n o ted  th a t  l i t t l e  has been w r i t t e n  on th e  
th e o lo g y  o f  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  (p .  2 3 ) .  Though t h i s  s tu d y  has a tte m p te d  to  
s y s te m a tiz e  th e  a n th ro p o lo g y ,  th e o lo g y  ( c h a ra c te r  o f  G o d ), h a m a r t io l -  
o g y , s o t e r io lo g y ,  and e s c h a to lo g y  o f  th e  book— w ith  a p a r t i a l  t r e a tm e n t  
o f  C h r is to lo g y  and e c c le s io lo g y  and v e ry  l i t t l e  p n e u m a to lo g y — i t  i s  
recommended t h a t  th e s e  a re a s , e s p e c ia l ly  th e  l a s t  t h r e e ,  be re s e a rc h e d  
a t  g re a te r  d e p th .
■i. T h is  re s e a rc h  in d ic a te s  t h a t  a f r u i t f u l  f i e l d  fo r  f u r t h e r  
s tu d y  is  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  h e a v e n ly  s a n c tu a ry ,  i t s  r e la t io n s h ip  to  th e  
e a r t h ly  c h u rc h , th e  ju d g m e n t is s u in g  (Vom th e  s a n c tu a ry ,  th e  s ta g e s  o r  
phases o f  ju d g m e n t, th e  t im e  s e t t in g  fo r  th e  v a r io u s  phases o f  ju d g ­
m e n t, and t h e i r  r e la t io n s h ip  to  jud gm e n t in  th e  book o f  D a n ie l.
5. S c h o la rs  have n o te d  s im i l a r  them es and m o t i f s  in  th e  books 
o f  John and .R e v e la t io n  such  as w i tn e s s , l i f e , ju d g m e n t. and w a te r , to  
w h ich  t h i s  re s e a rc h  has aaded th e  ’’ I - w i l i - c o m e - t o - y o u "  m o t i f  (Jn  14 and 
Rev 2 - 3 ) ,  in a u g u ra te d  e s c h a to lo g y  ( e t e r n a l  l i f e  now and s a in t s - i n -  
neaven now ), and th e  em phasis upon u n io n  w i th  God. These p a r a l l e l s  
s u g g e s t th a t  a c o m p a ra t iv e  th e o lo g y  o f  J o h n 's  g o s p e l and a p o c a ly p s e  
v o u id  be a re w a rd in g  s tu d y .
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